ky
I m the Globe cast Jomed by Chi-
s and by James Sulnnus 25 Walmn

! . Seer —the: 1gh1 regarde dxrecu)r of on IV,
brothers sztuanon, says Chianegel. the Globe/ USD MFA acting program « ~ “I’m definitelya theater pearson, head
“Hes an. ppmserm noL,mst‘of fum’%- ; -pits. “Ios wmderfnl }o beback1o it 4%
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"Sopranos" star Dominic Chianese stars
as a sage antiques dealer who meets with
two brothers in The Old Globe's new
production of Arthur Miller's The Price,
beginning May 9 in San Diego.

Andy Prosky and James Sutorious play
estranged brothers reconnecting when
they sort through their dead father's
belongings. Leisa Mather is also featured.

The project was first envisioned and
announced as a revival for Robert Prosky

Casting & Jobs

and his two sons John and Andy; after
Robert's death, the two sons were

Job Listings
Post a Job

announced to continue with the show, but
John dropped out earlier this year.

Richard Seer directs. Performances play
in the Globe's Arena Stage at the San

' Diego Museum of Art's James S. Copley
Auditorium through June 14. Opening is May 14,

Dominic Chianese

"The Price tells the story of two brothers who reunite, after 16 years, to sell
off the remains of their family’s possessions," according to the Old Globe.

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/129053-Chianese,+Prosky +Sutorious,+Mather+Deb... 5/11/2009
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"Along with the old furniture are memories of choices the two brothers made
when their father's fortunes crumbled. One gave up his education and
became a policeman to support his ailing father, the other left his family and
went on to become a successful doctor. As they try to arrive at a price with
an eccentric antiques dealer, they are forced to settle up in more ways than
one as each man reexamines his life and uncovers family secrets.”

Emmy Award nominee Chianese is widely known for his work as Uncle Junior
on the HBO series, "The Soprancs.” He'll play Gregory Soloman, Andy Prosky
will be Victor Franz, Leisa Mather as Esther Franz and James Sutorious as
Walter Franz.

Tickets are available by calling (619) 23-GLOBE, online at

www.TheOldGlobe.org, or by visiting the Globe Box Office at 1363 Oid Gicbe
Way in Balboa Park.

The Price is presented in The Old Globe's "Classics Up Close" series, on its
second-stage. Miller is the Pulitzer Prize-winner known for Alf My Sons,
Death of a Salesman, A View From the Bridge and more,

Dominic Chianese and Andy Prosky in The Price
photo by Craig Schwartz

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/129053-Chianese,+Prosky,+Sutorious,+Mather+Deb... 5/11/2009
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San Diego Globe Announces Cast and Creative Team for THE PRICE;

Soprano's Chianese to Star
Back to the Article

by BWW News Desk

Old Globe Executive
pleased to announce the
cast of The Price by
Arthur Miller, directed by
Richard Seer (Al My
Sons), to run in the
the San Diego Museum
of Art's James S. Copley
Auditorium May 9 - June
14 (press opening:
Thursday, May 14 at
8pm). Tickets are
plaviiisfaiini® available by calling (619)
B 23-GLOBE, online at
www.TheOldGlobe.org, or by visiting the Globe Box Office
at 1363 Old Globe Way in Balboa Park.

The Old Globe's "Classics Up Close" series, on our second-stage, continues with this deeply moving
drama by Pulitzer Prize-winner® Arthur Miller (All My Sons, Death Of A Salesman). The Price tells the
story of two brothers who reunite, after sixteen years, to sell off the remains of their family's
possessions. Along with the old furniture are memories of choices the two brothers made when their
father's fortunes crumbled. One gave up his education and became a policeman to support his ailing
father, the other left his family and went on to become a successful doctor. As they try to arrive at a
price with an eccentric antiques dealer, they are forced to settle up in more ways than one as each man
reexamines his life and uncovers family secrets.

Spisto commented, "The Globe had originally cast The Price with two generations of American actors.
Celebrated actor Robert Prosky had planned to work alongside his two sons before his untimely death in
December. His sons John and Andy have decided to continue with the project and they, and The Globe,
are pleased that veteran actor Dominic Chianese is joining this production. Dominic will bring an ideal

presence to this wonderful role written by Arthur Miller.”

The complete cast of The Price includes Emmy nominated actor Dominic Chianese, (Uncle Junior on the

as "Esther Franz" and John Prosky as "Walter Franz.”

http://broadwayworld.com/printcolumn.cfm?id=42996 21232009



TheaterMania.com - Theater News - Dominic Chianese to Star in Old Globe's The Price -

THeATeR

FOR THOOTER BYEATUHERD @0

‘ & Click here to Print ]

Page 1 of 1

_ http:/iwww theatermania.com/content/news.cim?int_news_id=17701

I¥ Theater News

Dominic Chianese to Star in Old Globe's

The Price

Dominic Chianese, who played Uncle Junior on HBO's The Sopranos will join Leisa

Mather, Andy Prosky, and John Prosky in the Old Globe Theater's production of Arthur

Miller's The Price, to run May 9-June 14.

Miller's drama focuses on two estranged brothers who reunite to sell the remains of their

family's possessions.

For more informtion, call 619-23-GLOBE or visit www.theoldelobe.org.

[close ]

http://www theatermania.com/templates/printcontent.cfm?strContent Type=news&int Typel...
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Photo Flash: The Price At The Old Globe

Back to the Articie

by BWW News Desk

The Old Globe's acclaimed "Classics Up Close"
series continues with this stunning and moving
drama by one of our greatest American _
Playwrights, Arthur Miller (All My Sons, Death of
a Salesman). A protective wife watches as her
husband, a policeman nearing retirement, and
his brother, a successful brain surgeon, face the
truth about themselves when they meet to sell
their late father's possessions. Surrounded by the
remnants of their childhood and goaded by an
eccentric antiques dealer, each man is forced to
examine the life he has chosen. To survive in a
family battered by loss and misfortune, who has
paid the greater price?

By Arthur Miller
Directed by Richard Seer

Now laying in the Globe's Arena Theatre at the San Diego Museum of Art's James S. Copley
Auditorium May 9 - June 14; photo by Craig Schwartz.

Photo by Craig Schwartz

1of4 5/13/2009 5:32 PM
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Lisa Maher, Andy Proskv and James Sutorius

2 of4 5/13/2009 5:32 PM
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Dominic Chiaese and ndv Poskv
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A theatrical light' goes out in Oceanside:

Last week, North County lost one

of its most-dedicated and longest- -
theater artists. Mayvin Read:

?}a‘i away at his Oceanside hori
day

morning from whathis family
believes was a massive héart attack.
Read taught pel formmg arts m

naime to make it easier for his first.

bandleader to pronounce, and Fran-
Z stuck. Zigarelli sings ju English
and Ttalian and plays # number of in-
strwpents including the soprane, alto
and fendr saxophones, clarinet, flute
anda wind synthmzer. For more, vis-

school district for
35 years, he
served for two
decades on local
theater boards
(North  Coast
Repertory and
New Village Arts
theatres), and he
worked as a free-
lance sound de-
signer, director,
actor and con-
tant

Read and his
wxfe, Margaret,
moved o Oceanside in 1960, when
he was hired by the Oceanside Uni-
fied Schoal District, Besides teaching
theater at EI Camino High School, be
oversaw the construction of the
school’s. Truax Performing Arvts Cen-
ter and spent 15 years as the the-
ater’s roanager.

Among the
many theaters
where he worked
were -MiraCosta
College Theatre,
Carlsbad

Playreaders, Patio
Playhouse, Long )
Beach Playhouse,
The Theatre in
01d Town, Pacific 7
Coast Players, Ac-
tors Alliance and .
the San Diege
Shakespeare Society.

Read also served for several years
in Oceanside’s Cultural Arts Founda-
tion, where he was. involved in both
Oceanside Days of Art and the
QOceanside Music Bestivals,

Read didu’t just work in-theater,
he loved theater, and he rarely
missed an opening mght pa form-
ance for yaany coastal North County
shows. He was a true supporter in
the best of ways,

Read is sumved by his wife, Mar-
garet, and their two daughters and
grandchildren. Services are being
planned for la;e; ti-ns month,

Singerlmusician Franco Z, who
was a Sunday-night fizture at Ocean-
side’s Flying Bridge restaurant for
two years before the eatery closed in
November, has moved his party to
the Pala Mesa Resort in Fallbrook,
where he’s now performing from 5 to
7 pan. Wednesdays in the Aquaterra
Restaurant bar.

Franco Z and his Z-BOP! jazz band
perform a mix of musical styles from
cool jazz to standards, “Rat. Pack” fa-
vorites, bossa nova, blues, Louds Pri-
ma swing and ongmal‘; Tranco Z is
really Franco Zigarelli, but the New
Jersey native shortened his stage

* Dramatic Arts.

it wwwl
III
Students from 26 San Diego

County schools (including four from
North County) will be baptling it out
Bard-style at the La Jolla Playhouse.

The local chapter of the English-
Speaking Union will host its 24th av-
nual Shakespeare Competition at 1
pan. Sunday: Students will compete
with Shakespearean sonnets and
monologues: The winner will travel
to New York to compete at Lincoln
Center against wingers from 59-0th-
er ESU branches. The grand prize
there is a trip to Oxford, England,
and a one-month. summer’ study
course at the British Academy of
Cash prizes go to the
second- and third-place winngts,

Participaling Nerth County

schools include the Army & Navy
Academy and ia Costa Canyon High
School, both in Carlsbad; Ranche
Buena Vista High School in Vista;
and Escondide High School. ESU,
founded in 1918, has branches in 57
countries.

The event is open to the public. A
light supper can be reserved by call-
ing Peggy” Fxsher at (858) 623-0634,

Sara Ramirez, who ‘won 52005
Tony Award for her-performance as
The Lady of the Lake in the Broad-
way production of “Spamalot,” has
donated $20,000 to her alwma mater,
the San Dlego School of Creative and
Pegfornng Arts.

Rarnirez, who now co-stars in the
television show “Grey’s Anatomy at-
tended SCPA fram. grades four

uating in 1993, From
there, she weht on to the Juilliard
School in New York.

“SCPA played a huge zole in
where and-who I aun today, so Y wonld
like to take this time to give a little
something back,” Rammaz said.

Ao celebrate xts 10th bifthday;™

Legoland California is hostmg a
1 Légo-building contest through March
Legodovers are invited to.create
their own Lego stmcmre, take a pho-
to of it and send it to the master
model builders at the Carlsbad
theme park for judging. Contest fi-
nalists will be invited o walk the red
carpet at Legoland’s birthday party
on March 20. The contést will have
three categories ~ ages 4 to 9, 10 to
15 and 16 and up, Yor entry details,
v1s1t www legolandicom/contest.
arch 20 will also mark the open-
m of the park’s latest atiraction, the
the Builder “4D” film “Bob and
the Roller Coaster” The term “4D”
refers to a 3D movie with special
“sensmround” eif:cts in the theater.
BE

When the 01d 'Globe originally
added the Arthug Miller drama “Thel.l
Price” to its spfing 2009 schedule,
the cast was to have induded three
memnbers of the seme acting family,
“Hill -Stree{ Blues® star Robert
Prosky and his two sons, Andy and
John Prosky, a show they had been
performing in together around the
country for the past few years),

Then, Rohert Prosky died Dec. 8
from complications of 4 heart proce~
~dure;at a Washington, D.C,; hospital,
He Gas 77,

“But rather than cancel the produc-
tion, the Od Globe has recast the
Iead role, and Prosky’s sons will
reprise their roles.

The play is the story of two long+
estranged brothers brought together
by thée death of theu- father, While
negotisting a price for the antique
furniture and other items in their
late father’s apartmernt with an ec-
-centric antiques dealer, they re-ex-
amine their relationship and the rea-
sons for their 16-year estrangement:

Replacirig Robert Prosky in the
role of the antiques dealer will be
Dominic Chianese, whe Is. best
known for his role as “Uncle Juoior™
inthe HBO series “The Sopranos”

The play will run May 8 through
June 14 Call (619 ) 23#5623

For many, ym, Enmumn Robert
Nanainga hosted Full Moon Poets’
twicesyearly poetry slams at the La
Paloma Theatre. Nanuinga passed
away last month, but s fellow poets
will gather March 12 for a specml
program of réadings in his hohor at
the La Paloma.

Invited poets will read some of
Nanninga’s poems, along with words
they’ve written about him. An open
reading will follow. Doors open at
6:30 pan. Adumission i free. La Palo-
mazsatm@way mlamiDSﬂ'eet in
Encinitis: . Visit
wwwfullmoonpcets.org ar call (760)
944-6027.

Pam Kragen Is the arts editor of the North
Courdy. Times.
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May1&2

SanDiegoSymphony;

De-Lovely(ole Porter

The San Diego Syraphony presents the best
of America's greatest song composer, Cole
Partersung by Micael Feinsteinwith Marvin
Hamilsch conducting. Gl 619.235.0804 for
moreinformation,

May2&3
26th Annual OldTown Flesta Cinco de Mayo

Lelebrate Cinco de May at this two-day street fair and immerse yourself in the his-
toryand culture of Mexico with authenticcuisine, traditional Mariachi music, colorful
dancesandmuch more. Foradditionalinformation call 619.291.4903.

May2
A Gentlemen's Martini Night Spedal
Eventatthe BalboaTheatre

Join Gentlerran's Martint Night and the Cali-
fomia Balletforanevening of dassicand con-
terporary ballet featuring music from Duke
Hlington, Tchaikousky and traditionat¥abuki
Theater, Prior to the 800 pm, performance
will be a complimentary wine and cheese
receptionat6:30 pan. and ameet-and-greet
with the show’s choreographers and rusic
director, Package prices are set up for Gentle-
men's Martini Night at the Califorala Ballet
BoxOffice 858.560,6741 Usethe promo code:
Martini,

May2&3

The DNA of Music~ PASSION

The La Jolla Symphony and Chorus contin-
ues its 2008-2009 “DNA of Music” season
thismeonth with spedal guests cellist Maya
Beiser and soprano Alexis Grenier, Ticket
infoat 858.534,4637,

May2-31

Euripides’ The Phoenician Women
The Theatre, Inc., San Diegu’s new theatre
devoted to the re-imagining and rebirth
of the dlassics, continues its powerful and
sticcessful second season with the Greek
dassic, Euripides’ The Phoenician Women,
in its new intimate 50-seat theatre in the
heart of downtown, For tickets and more
dial619.2163016,

May5

SammyHagarLive

The former Van Halen lead singer is
coming to San Diego’s House of Blues
for one night only. Order tickets by
calling619.299.2583,

May5~10

TinaDoesVegas

The hilarious new installment from the
legendary GreaterTuma creative team stops
by San Diegos Balboa Theatre. For more
information cal619.570.1100,

May9-20

San Diego Opera’s MadomaButterfly
San Diego Opera will condude its 2009
season with Glacomo Pucdnis dassic
story of colliding hearts and cuftures, Call
619.533.7000forticket information.

May9

Mission Hills

GardenClub 2009 Garden Walk

The 11th annual Mission Hills Garden Walk
willstartoffat the Mission HillsNursery and

Mays

BafletPreljocaj

La Jolla Music Society presents the
daring, passionately sensual and
provocative dance works from the
master choreographer of Ballet Prel-
jocaj, Angelin Preljocaj. Foradditional
information dial 858.459.3728.

willvisit12beautiful gardens. Asinthepast,
therewillbeartist’s painting and musicians
performing in many of the gardens and
this year there will also be food and bever-
agesavailable forpurchaseatseveral points
along the way, The Garden Walk is the
biggest fundraiser of the year for the Mis-
sion Hills Garden Club and helps beautify
the Mission Hills community and provide
horticultural scholarships and intemships
at community colleges. Visit www.mis-
sionhillsgardendub.orgfor more,

May$

Opening Nightof ThePrice

The Old Globe Theatre's celebrated
“(lassics Up Close” series continues
with this touching drama fromane of
Amenca’s finest playwrights, Arthur
Willer. The ast of The Price indudes
Emmy-nominated  actor  Dominic
Chianese, from the acdaimed HRO
seties, The Sopranios. The play runs
through June 14. Dial 619.234,5623
foradditionalinformation.

May16

| SanDiego Symphony

presentsiathleen Battle

The incomparable Kathleen Battle per-
forms a selection of famous Italian opera
arias and American spirituals for one night
only. Forfurtherdetails, calt619.235.0804,
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The Price

As part of s “Classics Up Cloge”
sevizs, the Old (lobe Theatce stages
Arthur Miller's deana sbout brothe
srs trying to determine the valye of
their father’s legacy. Richard Sesr
dracted,

L0 GLOBE THEATRE, 1363 OMD GLOBE
VIR, BALEDA PARK. 8180345023,
THURBDAYS, 8 RM. FRIDAYS, 8 A,
BAYURIAYS, 2 M AND & M. SUN -
DAYS, 2 PAL ANEH T P TUESDAYS, ¥
P4 WEDNERDAYS, 7 P, THROUBH
SURIE 14,
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CALENDAR

Caenda.r

BIND VY

Thursday | 4

% GOURMET MEETS
% GREEN

s

Slow food

. (the oppasite
* of fast food)
isalf the rage with gour-

: mands and eco-geekos. At
this seasonal dinner, “Farmers, Foragers,
and Bishermen,” and thelr guests can
winie and dine with those who produce,

harvest, or catch the ingredients:
See FOOD & DRINK, poge 59.

SECURING QUR BOITY
Cybercoiminals are
Turkdng around
avery HO
portt Learn
how to pro-
fect your~
gelf
agatust
the five
biggest
online
threats, Be
Tike McGroff the
Crime Dog and take a "byte” out of
crime. See LECTURES, page 61,

Friday | 5

HATURE EXPLORERS

Discover the world at dusk at the
Kumeyaay Lake campground. Kids
and their parents will learn about
nighttime safety, tracking noctwrnal
anbmals, and how to identify habitats

and plants by touch and smell.
See FOR KIDS, page 59.

Local Events »esg |

who lived in

June 4-10

Saturday | 6

PHILIPPINE FAIRE

AND PARADE

Celebrate the 111th annivessary of
FPhilippine independence, In addition
1o showcasing history, art, food, and
cultare, new Philippine Faire queens
(in four age categovies) will be
crowned. See SPECIAL, page 63.

ART AROCURD

ADAMS FESTIVAL

Head over to Normal Helghts to see
four stages featuring art of every
kind, encompassing theater, film,
dance, Hve music, and comedy.

See SPECIAL, page 63.

Sunday | 7

WILGHORST WESTERN
HERITAGE DAYS

it’s a family-friendly frontier festival,
featuring western music, cowboy
poetry, gunfight reenactments, Native
American dancers, pony rides, and
more at the Olaf
Wieghorst Museum,
nagmed for the
Danish-born
cowboylpainter

Ei Cajon for
over 40 years,
Seo SEECIAYL,

page 63.

Classical Music w58 | Galleries w60 | Museums rwgs
Pop Music »ees7 | Restaurants we9s | Theater w103 | Movies we105 |

Monday | 8

RINSTEIN'S TELESCOPE

Evalyn Gates, assistant director for the
Kavli Institate for Cosmological
Physics and author of Hinstein’s
Telescope: The Hunt for Dark Motter,
witl discuss the mysterious black stuff

that dominates fhe cosmos.
See 1N PERSON, page 0.

BOCKS AND

BITES
Pind
acurish-
rent
for the
body
ond the
it at this
event hield at

Burgundy Grill & Wine Bar, spon-
sored by Warwick’s Bookstore.
Author Luis Alberto Urrea will dis-

cuss his work over lunch,
See SPECIAL, page 63.

THE PRICE

This Arthur Miller
drama examines

the emaotonal expen-
diture'two
brothers
have paid
for their
choices
in life as

oid furni-
ture is sppraised,
Sse THEATER, page 103.

Wednesday | 10

WRITING FOR THE WEB:
COMCISE, SCANNABLE,

AND QBIZCTIVE

Euperienced jourcalists share thelr
secrets for transitiondng from print
monitor in this forum “designed 1o
help journalism professtonals manage
in a changing workd Banclists inclade
Seott Lewls, Helen Chang, and Ron
Concho, $2e LECTURES, paye 61,

sy p Sun{ gy ofly ves



SAN DiEGo UNION-TRIBUNE

April 23, 2009 NIGHT & DAY

THEATER/DANCE/S
PERFORMANCE ART

“Fhee Peloe’ Copley Autitorium, 1450 81 Pratio, Bathon
Park, tay % Juns 4. 6192327931, thevidylobeorg,
$35-559 :

Bielan Bogun Copley Sumphony Hall, 750 R S8, Down-
SwrrGastarp, B pm, May 156192350804, T84,

Soas ivusrs 35 Annlversary Betroupaciboe
Sonoart The Don Powell Theslre and the Exparimen-
iaf Thealre, S500 Campardle Brlve May 16-May 17,
BIF2E51803, SIG-535.

“Sue Piscopo Anthology, $337 india 8., Liltle aly,
May 22-May 23, 619-595-0300. THA,

Bane Sook San Diego Sports Arena, 3800 Sports
Arena v, Midway-Pacific Highway. B, ¥ay 25,
S22, sandingrarenacomiavent phoPeoid 217,
SB0-5100.

Lins Lovnpmvndll Sprockels Thealrp, 121 Broadway,
i;wn%aw:;‘»ﬁa&!amp, o, June 2 BEBITR-B563,
3150,

“eprbedavony’® Lowsl] Davies Festival Theater, 1362
Oid Globs Way, 8atbon Park, June 33 - Sept, 21 689234
5623, 419568,
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NOW PLAYING

* Bed apd Sefa: A disillusioned
housewife leaves her hushand end her
fover for a journsy of discovery, leaving
the guys to decide who gets the bed and
who takes the sofa, Through May 31 at
Cygnet Theatre's Roland venue, 4848
Toriggs St. in Old Town. 330-$42. 618~
3371828, wwwoygnettheutreom,.

% 3 Wisked Songs: Youth and life
sxperience reflect the tragic conss-
gquences of war as a prodigy planist
vomes of age, Through May 31 st Noyth
Const Repertory Thestes, 087-D Lowaes
Santa Fe Drive in Solana Beach, $38-$30.
858-481-1088, www.porthooastrep.org.

Y The Good, the Bed and the Uddar-

Iy Ridipulons: The Hooter County Fair
turns futo & battleground and site of &
hure for g sack of gold, Produced by Mys-

tory Café Dinner Theatrs, it's ongoing st
The Tmperisl Fouse restaurant, 505
Katmia St 0 Bankers Hill, $58.50. 619~
B44-1500, wwwanystervasdenet,

Tho Peieos A watchiul wite lovks op as
e brothers velive the memories of their
deceased fither while going throudh hig
possessions. Produced by The Old Globe
‘Thentie, i runs through June 14 at Cop-
ey Auditorium Arena Stage, 1450 B
Prado in Balbon Park, $30-389, 619-23-
GLOBE, www.oldglobe.org.

# The Bi%: s snything but business
as usual ay an unbikaly hit-man seri-
cusly sorews up sn essignment. Pro-
duced by Lamb's Players Thestre, it's
engolng at The Horton Grand Theatre,
444 Fourth Ave., Dowtown. $26-848,
BHI-4F7-0660, wwwinnbsplayers.org.

4 Yhe Listle Doz Leughed A Hol-
fywood sermi-star discovers it might be
better to keep his curiosity shout the gay
world under wraps. Through May 31 at
Diversionary Theatre, 4645 Park Blud,
in University Heights, $20-$33, 818~
2R0-0067, wyrwdivergionaryorg.
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April 23, 2009

“The Pree” — The Old Globe presents
Emmy-nominated “Soprangs”  actor
Dominic Chainese In Arthur Miller's drama
about two long-estranged bwothers
hrought together after their father's death
to negotiate a price for their father's

Jbelongings with an eccentric antiques

dealer; apens May 9 and runs through
June 14; showtimes, 7 p.wv, Sundays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays: 8 pam.
Thursdays-Saturdays; 2 p.m. Saturdays
and Sundays; Old Globe Theatre at the
Coplay Auditorium, Balboa Park, San
Diego; $20-476; (619) 2345623,
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April 23, 2009 PREVIEW SECTION

“The Piles” — The Oid Globe presents
Emmy-nominated  “Sopranos”  actor
Dominic Chainese in Arthur Miller's drama
about two longestranged brothers brought
together after their father's death to
negatiate a price for their father's
belongings with an eccentric antiques
dealer; opens May @ and runs through
June 14; showtimes, 7 p.m, Sundays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays; 8 p.m.
Thursdays-Saturdays; 2 p.m, Saturdazs
and Sundays; Of/d Globe Theatre at the
Copley Auditorium, Bafboa Park, San Diego;
$20-$76; (619) 2345623,
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ARTS NEWS
Chianese added fo cast
of Globe’s “The Price”

Uncle Junior is moving from
“The Sopranos” back to the
stage: The Old Globe has an-
nounced that Dominic Chi-
anese, who played the senior
mobster on the long-rumming
HBO drama, has been cast in
the theater’s upcoming produc-
tion of “The Price”

Chianese will play the charac-
ter of Gregory Solomon in Ar-
thur Miller’s 1968 play, a chront
cle of two sons (played by Andy
and John Prosky) dealing with
the legacy of their recently de-
ceased dad. The role originally
was to be played by the Prosky
brothers’ own father, Robert
Prosky, who died in December.

“The Price” runs on the
Clobe'’s Arena Stage at the San
Diego Museum of Ar¥’s Copley
Auditorium fromo May 9to June
14, Information/tickets: (619)
234-5623 or TheOldGlobe. org.

: 2 JAMES HEBERT
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SDJ} | what’s goin’ on

by ellecn sondak

# The San Diego
Symphony ends
its winter season
this month, but
not before it offers
music aficionados
a full slate of
entertainment.

may’s entertainment forecast:

sunny and warm

here's no May gy hovering over the

entertalnment scene it San Diego this month,

‘The forecast for arts enthusiasts is bright and
sunny

The Old Globe mined Arthur Miller's musterpiece,
“The Price” for its *Classics Up Close” series this
month, Miller's moving drama opens May 9 for
2 monthdong run in the Globe’s Arena Stage at
the San Ddego Museum of Art. The play, stardng
“Sopranos” actor Dominic Chisnese, focuses on a
family battered by loss and misfortune.

Look for “Cornelia” 1o take over the Globe's Maia

Stage May 16.This epic slice of history focuses
on Cornelia Folsom, & woman who set her
sighis on Governor George Wallace and
became the fizst Jady of Alabama. The story
of sex, power and bare-knuckled American
politics is aimed at mature audiences, Looks
like the Globe has two strong contenders for
theater honors this month.
e San Diego Synwphony ends its winter
season this month, but not before it offers
musicaficionadosa full slateof entertainment.
Cole Porter fans will love “Delovely Cole
Portery 2 Pops concert conducted by Matvin
Hambisch and siardog Michael Feinstein
and the azmtec Concert Choin This Pops
program starts the ball rofling May 1 and
2. How delightfull May 810, Maestro Jahja
Ting will conduct pedformances festuring
violinist Alexacder Palamidis and clarinetists
Sheryl and Frank Renk, The centerpicce of
the progratn is Krommer's Concerto forfwo
Clarinats,

Iegendasy soprano Kathleen Battle will
petform a selection of famous opera ariss,
Mozart concert adas and American spirituals
with the San Diego Symphony May 16.
This onc-night performance ar Sysaphony
Hall boasts u VIP package that Includes a
pre-concert reception and a postconcert
chatpagne toast to the celebrated singer,

Jon Kinurs Pasker will be the symphony’s
guest artist May 22-24 when the orchestra
performs a three-piece progrun showcasing 4
Kimura  Parker's  plano

program also includes works by Harbison and
Rachsaninoff. The Symphony Bxposed series will
featuzre Rachosaninoff's Syphony No. 2 May 21
with host Nuvi Mehta.

The Lamb's Players Theatre confinies o tum
the spotlight on the fragile world of “The Glass
Menagerie! Tennesses Williams' classic will remain
at the Lamb's Corenado home through May 24.The
beautifidly etched characters and heartbreaking
story add up to a marvelons evening of theater
especially in the iatfoncy of the lamb's thearer
Meanwhile, the Lamb’s Horton Grand Theatre venue

PHOTO BY HEN HOWABD

virbaosity i The San Dlego Opera winds down its season this month with

Gershwin's Plano Coucerto in B The perfarmances of Pucsini’s “Madama Butterfly” May 8-20.
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Andy Prosky as “‘V; or Franz’ and Dominic
Chianese ag “Gregory Soloman” star in the Old
Glohe’s production ot *The Price.” Perlormances

Is keeping audiences rolling in the aisles with
the successful (and homegrowsy) romantic
comedy hit,“The Hit, which is ensconced in
the downtown theater for an indefiolte run,

‘The San Diego Opera’s outstanding season
will go out on.a high note. Puccint’s “Madama
Butterfly” opens May 9 and will continue o
enthrall operagoers throough May 20. Patricia
Racette, Caclo Ventee, Malcolm Mackenzie
and Zhepg Cao are set to stog the leads in
this masterpiece, conducted by local favorite
Bdousdo Muller.

Broadway-San Diego managed to $nare
a delightful touring show for the Balboa
Theatre May 5-10.“Tuna Does Yegas,” starring
the bilarious duo of Jaston Williatos and Joe
Sears, brings the old favorites from Tuns,
Tesas, 1o 5an Diego for a welcome visit,
You can bet this will be another winning
coroedy.

Poway Center for the Performing Arts will
bring Eva Maric Saint and Jeffrey Hayden
to town for an evocalive reading and
performmance based on the Pulitzer Prize-
winning antbor Willa Cather The eveat,

dubbed “On the Divide” will take
place May 16,

The Agiel Performing Arts troupe
continmes to showcase the San
Diego premiere of “Zanna, Don't!
A Musical Fairy Tale” The award-
winning show  (which runs
throngh: May 10) takes a merry
look at a world where being gay is
the norm.

North Cousst Repertory Theatre
followsupits Palitzer Prize-winning
“Rabsbit Hole™with Jon Marans™Qld
Wicked Songs” David Ellenstein
directs this joyous romp for aMay 6-
31 run at the troupe’s Solana Beach
home. The show cbronicles the
complicated relationshlp  forged
between a young pianist and an
aging musician, along the Hoes of
Robert Shuman’s beastifd pwsic,
“Old Wicked Songs” is dramatic,
‘warn and humorous.

Dance is on the hovizon at the
Balboa Theatre, The California
Ballet beld a competition for 10 local
choreographers, and the winner will show
his or her wares on May 2 during Cal Ballet’s
First View program. The Spreckels Theatrs
will host “Myths & Maglc) a dance concert
by City Ballet, May 810. The progran
includes “The Seasons,” a world premiere by
Blizabeth Wistrich, along with Balanchine’s
stunning “Apolio

The J*Company Youth Theatre will close
its 16" season with “Fireflies: The Story of
the Artists of Terezin” This poignant world
premiere will runatthe JCC's GarfieldTheatre
May 817. The picce features the ofiginal
children’s opera, “Brundibar” and it seally i
a must-see for the Jewish community.

The San Diego Musewn of Art continues to
showcase its new acquisitions and long-held
strengths, This space will change regulacy,
5o yowre encouraged to retusn often 10 see
new rotations of this ongelng exhibition.
“Qeeanic Act: A Celebmation of Form)
featuring 97 works primarily from Melanesia
and Polynesia, {s firmly entrenched at the

museusn until January 2010,

The San Diego Natural History Museum’s
“Body Worlds & The Brmin — Our Three
Pound Gem:The Original Exhibition of Reat
Human, Bodies” remains on view, intriguing
visitors with its raw power.

The Musemm of Contemporary Art's Ta
Jolia focatlon is featuring *Jasper Johas:
Light Bulh” and "Cerca Series: Javier Ramirex
Limon an exhibition of photographic works
by the Tijuana-based artist. Both shows are
due to close May 10. “Rising Tide: Bl and
Video Works from the MCA Collection,
Sydney” will be ensconced at the downtown
Jacobs building through June 21.The Jacobs
is also showcasing "Maya Lin: Systematic
Landscapes” through June 30.

Lock for selections from “Skeet McAuley:
The Garden of Goif” at the La Joliz location
through June 22, and on May 3, “Cerca
Series: Joshua Mosiey™ will take up residence
downtown. Also on tap in the downtown
facility is “Abstraction for Yveryday Life)
stated o remain on exhibition untit Aug. 6.
On May 25, “Blusive Signs: Bruce Navoao
Works with Light™ will wove into the La Jolla
branch to round out a busy season,

“The Da Vincl Esperience” is offestug San
Diegans a spectacular look at the creative
gendus of the world’s true Renaissance mai
—~ Jeopardo da Vinclh The San Diego Alr
and Space Museum is featuring this special
exhibit, which includes 12 reprodoctions
of his artistic masterpicces and 60 precise
and inwractive replicas of the amazing
devices da Vinel developed more than 500
years 4go. Da Vinad had an ncredible hody
of accomplishments, and this fascinating
exhibition lets us marvel at many of them in
one visit The show wilt remaln at the Air and
Space Museum until Jamaacy 2010,

Mingel Museum is offering events at both
of its locations this month. “Shibui — The
TEssence of Blegance,” will paint a picture of
the Idstory of shibuml and its precussors May
2inBalboa Park. May 9,the Bscondido branch
of the suseorn will feature a Nuno Felting
Workshop, with textile artists teaching the
novative process of Nuno felting.

Page 2
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The third smallest town in Texas comes to Sin Gity in Tuna
Doss Vegas, presented by Broadway/ San Diego May 5-10:
Tues. & Wed. at 7, Thur. at 7:30, Fri at 8, Sat. at 2 & 8, Sun.
at 1 & 6. Bathos Thestre, 868 Fourth Ave., downtown, 619-
570-1100; broadwaysd.com.

California Center for the Arts, Escondido hosts Cirque DX0r
with the Golden Dragon Acrobats, May 3 at 4. 340 N. Es-
condido Bivd., Escondido, BOO-988-4253; artcenter.org.

Al Cygnet Theatre's Old Town venue {4040 Twiggs SL), Bed
and Sofs unfolds through May 31, Stamp collecting tekes a
dangerous turn in Maurftius, at the Rolando stage (6663 El
Cajon Blvd.) through May 10, Shows are Wed. at 7:30, Thur~
Sat. at 8, Sun. at 2 & 7. 619-337-1525; oygnettheatre.com.

At North Coast Repertory Theatre, the many aspects of tal-
ent are examined in Oid Wicked Songs, May 9-31: Wed, at
7 (except May 18}, Thur. & Fri. ot B, Sat. at 2& 8, Sur. at 2 &
7,987 Lomds Santa Fe Dr,, Ste. D, Solana Beach, 858-481-
1055; northooastrep,org.

On the Old Globe Theatre’s maln stage, Cornefia tells & tale
of sex, power and American politics, May 16-June 21. On
the San Diego Museum of Art's Arena Stage at Copley Audi-
torium, Arthur Miller’s The Price rings out May 9-Jure 14,
Shows are Tues, & Wed. at 7, Thur. & Fri. at 8, Sat. at 2 & 8,
Sun. at 2 & 7. 1363 Old Globe Way, Balboa Park, 619-234-
5623; theoldglobe.org.

Bva Marie Saint and Jeffrey Hayden star in On the Divide,
May 16 at 8. Poway Center for the Performing Arts, 15498
Espola Rd,, Poway, 858-748-0805; nowayarts.org.

At San Diego Repertory Theatre, the Reduced Shakespeare
Company presents The Complete History of America
(Abridged), through Apr, 26: Sat, at 2 & 8, Sun. at 2, Daddy
Diaries explores actor Rick Najera’s fife as & father, May 15-24:
Wed. at 7, Thur. & Fri. st 8, Sat. a2 8, Sun. gt 2 & 7 Lyseum
Thealre, 74 Horton Plaza, downtown, 619-544-1000; sdrep.org.

Neil Simon's Chapter Two deplcts a rocky relationship,
produced by Soripps Ranch Theatre May 16~June 13: Fri. &
Sat. at 8, Sun, at 2, Legler Benbough Theatre, Alliant Inter-
national University, 10455 Pomefado Rd., Scripps Ranch,
858-578-7728; scrippsranchtheatre.org.

At Welk Resort Theatrs, Suds showoases the songs of the
'60s, Apr. 30-June 21: Tues,, Thur. & Sat. at 1:45 & 8, Wed,
at 1145 & 7, Sun. at 1:45, with shows May 1 & 3 at §, May
17 & 24 at 7. 8860 Lawrence Welk Dr, Escondido, 760-749-
3448; welktheatre.com.
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LAST CHANCE “The Price” written by Arthur Miller and starring Dominic Chianese
(left - you may know him from “The Sopranos™ and Andy Prosky, wraps up s run at the Old
Globe Arena at James S, Copley Auditorium on Sunday, CralgSchwartz
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THE PRICE

The Old Globe's “Classics Up Close” series,
on their second stage, continues with a deeply
moving drarna, The Price, by Pulitzer Prize-
winner Arthur Miller (Al My Sons, Death Of
A Salesman). The Price tells the stoyy of two
brothers who reunite, after 16 years, to sefl off
the remains of their fanuily’s possessions. Along
with the old furpiture are snemories of choices
the two brothers made when their father’s for-
tunes crumbled. One gave up his education

- and became a policeman to support his ailing

father, the other left his family and went on
to become a successful doctor. As they try to
arrive at a price with an eccentric antiques
dealer, they are forced to settle up in more ways
than one as each man reexamines his life and
uncovers family secrets.

Spisto commented, “The Globe had origi-

nally cast The Price with two generations of
American actors. Celebrated actor Robert
Prosky had planned to work alongside his two
sons before his untimely death in December.
His sons John and Andy have decided to con-
tinue with the project and they, and The Globe,
are pleased that veteran actor Dominic Chi-
anese is joining this production. Dominic
will bring an ideal presence to this wonderful
role written by Arthur Miller”

The complete cast of The Price includes
Ermuny nominated actor Dominic Chianese,
{Uncle Junior on the acclaimed HBO series,
The Sopranos) as Gregory Soloman. Andy
Prosky as Victor Franz, Leisa Mather as Esther
Pranz and John Prosky as Walter Franz.

{7 V08 50 - The Priea. running in the Globe’s Arena
Stage at the San Diego Museum of Art's James S. Cep-
ley Auditorium May § - June 14, Tickets are avaiiable by
calling 619.23-GLOBE, online at TheOldGlobe.org, or by
vislfing the Globe Box Office at 1363 Old Globs Way In
Balboa Park,
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events

THEATER

“Cornelia” From the cre-
ator of the HBO series “Big
Love” comes an epic slice of
history focusing on 1970s

Alabama politics,  Opens e —
May 16, Jure 21. The Ol "FHE PRICE’ Dominic Chianese as "Gregory Solomon’ and Andy

Prosky as ‘Victor Franz' star in The Old Globe’s production of
g;i%§g§36?g ?;f g{;ﬁb&gfg g "The Price,” which runs through June 14 at the San Diego Muse-
) 7w of Art's Jaes S, Copley Auditorium. crucscawarmz

www.theoldglobe.org.

“Old Wicked Somgs” A
young plandst is suffering an
artistic block. An aging mu-
siclan. tries 1o help re-ignite
his talent and insplration.
Closes May 31. North Coast
Repertory Theatrs, 987 Lomas
Senta Fe Drive, Suite D,
Sofang  Beach. (858 481
1055, wwwnorthcoustrep.org.

“The Price” The Old
Globe presents the story of
two brothers who reunite afs
ter 16 years to sell off the re-
mains of their family’s pos-
sessions. Closes June 14. San
Diggo Museumn of Art’s James
S. Copley Auditoriym, 1450 El
Prado. (619) 23-GLOBE,
www.theoldglobe.org.
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Now playing:
“The Price”

Arthur Miller's “The Price,”
the second production in the Old
Globe's Classics Up Close series, is
a story focused almost solely on
money and the havoc that money
can wreck upon a family. Though
Miller's second-to-last play, set in
1968, seems a distant past from to-
day, it is a fitting warning to mod-
ern families in this economic trou
ble, do not place money as the cen-
terpiece of your life.

In “The Price,” two brothers,
Victor and Walter, must arrange
to sell off an apartment full of
family furniture and posses-
sions, The brothers have not
seen each other for 16 years and
come together to clean out the
family apartment since the
building it is in is going to be
torn down. The brothers’ es-
trangement began after the
death of their father. Victor sac-
rificed his dreams of a career in
science to take care of his father,
after the family’s wealth was
lost in the Great Depression,
‘Walter left his family and went
to medical school and became a
successful wealthy doctor, while

Victor became a policeman liv-

ing on civil servants’ wages.
Echoing the parable of the
prodigal son, “The Price” centers
on one son’s devotion to his fami-
ly and another son’s desertion.
The terror of ambition and un-
wavering focus on money has
torn the family apart. Money is
such a large part of the plot of
the play that there is little room
for anything else; each of the
character's focus on money is
equally stomach-turning,

“The Price” features Dominic
Chianese, Uncle Junior from the
HBO television series “The So-
pranes,” as an eccentric old an-
tiques dealer who stumbles into
the family’s life to alternatively
provide solutions and headaches.
_ “ThePrice”is playing nowat the
Old Globe Theatre through June 14
with performances Tuesday
through Sunday. Tickets are avail-
able at (619) 23-GLOBE, at
www. TheOldGlobeorg, or at the
0ld Globe box office. Ticket prices
range from $29 to $59.

— Maria Patrice Amon



SaN Diego UNION-TRIBUNE

Hauntingly poignant,
Miller’s ‘Price’ is right

By James Hebert
THEATER CRITIC

For afew seconds—long
enough forahello and ahand-
shake —the Old Globe's “The
Price” does something its writer
spends the whole play saying is
futile: Tegoes back in time.

Thattiny morment of défavu
atthe top of Act 2, when apro-
found encounter between two
brothers ovetlaps sightly with
events fromthe firstact climax,
isa gentle emblem of director
Rick Seer’s closely chserved,
sensitive take on this ravely seen
Arthor Miller work,

In it subtle way; the momen-
tary do-over driveshome the
playwright'spoint: The aiddle-
agied Franzbrothers might wish
they had made differentcholces
years eatflen but trying to stact
agein as ifthose things never ook
place justbrings the pairright
back to the same familiar scene.

Asithappens, the Globe show
faced malterable realiies ofa
different sort, “The Price” was
to have featured Robert Prosky
as the world-weary furniture ap-
préaiser Gregory Solomon, oppo~
slte his sons, &ndy and John, as
g:;gmﬂxers Victorand Walter

2.

Butthe elder Prosky, avet
eran stage, screen and TV actor,
diedin December atage 77,
John Prosky chose notto con-
tnue, leaving Andy the only fam-
ily member in the play. Dominic

Chianese (“Uncle Junior” to fans
of HBO's “The Sopranos”) takes
overtherole of Solomon, with
James Sutorkus as Walter, and
Leisa Mather as Victor's wife,
Esther.

It's eusy to innagine the
poignancy ofthe role fur Prosky.
In Miller's 1968 play, the Franz
siblings are dealing with their
own lute father’s legacy. Prosky,
asthe resigned cop who'sheen
walking the beat for 28 years,
brings a shambling, softspo-
ken dignity tothepart, gnd a
wounded guality that makes Vie-
torvery human,

Ofthe brothers, Victor s the
onewho stuck by thelr father af
ter the 1929 stock-market crash
shattered the Frang favily, Abril

~liant studentand an vy League
fencing charmp, he eventually
sacrificed his education and
hopes foracareerinsclence o
support his almostcatatonie dad.

Now he and Walter are mest.
ingforthefirst time since the
father's death 16 years earlier.
‘Walter, who sbandoned the
family (the brothery' beloved
mother also has been dead for
years), has since become a
wealthy surgeorn,

The quietly forceful Sutordus

DETAILS

“The Price™

Otd Globe Theatre

When: Tuesdays-Wednesdays, 7
pm. Thursdays-Feidays, 8 pam.
Saturdays, 2 and 8 pan,; Sundays, 2
and T pamy through June 14,
Waere: Copley Auditorium at the
SanDiege Museur of Art, Balboa
Park.

Tlekets: $29-$59

Phonet (610) 2345623

Gntlnet TheCldGlobe.org

smug formality that quickly

(and convincingly) gives way

to something both warmer and
needier, Walter admits that o his
terror of winding up like Dad, he
had become “an instrurent that
cuts money outof paople” now
hewants to take amends to
Victor for leaving him to support
their father,

Victorisn't quite ready to
forgive, butas layers of fester-
Ing resentment and regret are
peeled away, ithecomes clear
that neither is free of blame, and
each has paid a steep price,

Theprice athand is the one
they Tl feteh for the father’s musty
belongings, and that's where
Solomon comes i, drawing out
hard truths Bke his biblical name-
sake, Hemeetsthe brothersin
their long-ago home, designed
by Robin Sanford Roberts to be
heavy with history. Her metiou
Tously overstuffed set, with its
dangling chalrsandmaze of aged
furnishings, gives an effective
sense of the past closing in.

Chignese is pretty wonder-
fid as the 89-year-old Selomon
—fnny and forthright, witha
halting, hiccupy delivery and
richaccent, He also gets most
of the laugh linesin this mostly
somber (and attimes slow-mov-
ng) play: T vegistered, Imo
licensed, Pmeven vaccinated,”
hesaysIn exasperation when
Victor questions his credentisls,

Though she gets abitless to
work with, Mather is also affect
ing agthe long-suffering Esther,
who has paid her own price for
sticking with Vi,

Paul Pelerson’s sound design
includes evocative snippets of
vintage music: near play’s end,
Solomon - who has his own
tragic past—drops the needle
ona Depression-erarecord, and
the gentle laughter it inspires
digsolves into sobs,

“Who'd ever belleve I could
startsuch 4 thing agatn? Solo-
mon had sald earlier ofhis at-
temptio return to work after a.
Tong absence,

Miller’s stark answer would
seem o be: Sometimes abelief
fsaltitis.
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CRITIC'S CHOWCE

“The HIE L may not change fives (and
actuat assassing will pan it), but Mike
Buckley's tomcomrmests-farce takeott
on amurdec-for-hire story Is some
frothy fun, Check Season Duffy as the
perky would-be killer; she's fike a honi»
cidal Hello Kitty. (James Héberts Horton
Grand Thealre, 444 Fourth Ave., Duwntown
Gaslamp, Through June 14, 619-437-0800,
$26-548.

‘Bed ant Sofa” Cygnet re-imagines §s
one-of-a-kind success from 2004 with
anew cast, plumped-up (thoughnot
Hve) music and 8 dazzling sel by Andrew
il Sean Murray shows alyrical fee!
for this quirky adaptation of Abram
Room's 1926 Russian silent fim, and

& strong cast brings out all the plece’s
simple and bittersweet pleasures. (He-
tert) Ofd Town Theatre, 4040 Twiggs St.,
&id Town. Through May 3t 61933771525,
eyghettheotrecom, S17-548.

‘Ol Wicked Sangs® A gifted American
planist:suffering fram burnout venturas
to Vienna in 1986 to reignite his passion.
He's disappointed to fearn that he's
bean assigned toanother professor,
relegated to vocal bralning and ac-
companiment before advancing to solo
pleces. Conflicts inage, culturesand 7
personalities distance the bwo man, who

-eventually find mutual understanding

through musie, The professor chooses
Robert Schumann's “Dichterliebs” song
cycle to relntroduce his student to mu-
sic, and this inspivational work charts
the action and emotionsl landscape

of Jon Maran's metaphor-daden play.
HNorth Coast Repertory Theatre pres
ents arlch, stirring production featuring
Robert Grossman and Tom Zohar (Jen-
nider Chung Kiam) Noréls Coast Bepertory

b LISTINGS

CONTINUED FROM 14

Fhealre, DBT Lomas Santa Fo Brive, Solane
Beach. Theough Moy 31 B58-9811063,
agrthicoasiiepong T84,

“fie Price’ Director Richard Seer gives
Arthur tillar's seldorm-sesn play s sen
sitive ard nuanced staging, with fing
turns by Dominic Chianess (*The Sapra-
nus”) s aworid-waary furnttura braker,
Anddy Prosky and James Sutorius asa
pair of estranged brothers and Leisa
Mather &5 a long-sufforing wite, A prob-
ingtand at tes gendly Tunny ook Indo
big thawmss of hope, burt and regret.
(Hebert) Copley Auditorium, 1450 £] Prado,
BalboaPark. Through June 34, $19-2327931,
theoligiobsorg, $39 -§59.
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“The Price’ calculates regret’s true cost

Old Globe revival of
Agthur Miller's drama
paints 8 haunting
farily portrait of
rvalry and delusion.

CHARLES MeWULRY
THEATHER CRITIC
BEFORTING FRUM SAN DIROG

Nothing $00 sction-pasked
onewrs in Arvthor Millers 1068
dramg “The Price,” but the
plece i absarbing Ina way thet
Books an audlence from stert
to finkeh, Less uidly ambitious
than “Death of & Sslesman®
and not as sleadly driving as
“AH By Sons,” the play Is arge
woly move psychologically an-
srring then e sindlarly Tuni-
iv-ortented forehears, written
rotghly two dectades sarlien

Asthe Old Globe'stimely ree
vivel of “The Price® makes
clear, the difference helwesn
this play and Miller's emiier
masterworks is one ol drawnatic
seaie rather thar infensity: ine
stead of n stow-tleking bomb
that eventunily takes ot anen-
tirs bloek, think of 3 shorb-fuse
Hirearacker that blows oub alt
the upstairs windows of &
housa.

I the mole of Gregory Solo-
mmon, the nealy 66-yearold for-
niture denler with the Russiane
Widiish svcent and plain-spo-
ke wisdor, Dominie Chlanese
thest known a8 Tndle Juntor
froxe *The Sopranos”) iy the
standowt I divector Rishard
Seer's Bdthinl revival, whish is
notabls mostly for the Inthmaey
ofthe staging, Pevformed inthe
round 6s pert of the Old
CHobe's “Classies Up Cluse” se-
ey, the production vites us
e savesdrop on & longeres
pressed  domesths  cispuie

FARING INVENTORY: “The Soprancs’ ” Dominic Chisnese, loft, 1o & standout inthe
Sen Diego thester's cast headed by Andy Prosky as o bitter son snd estranged hrother,

that's about to lnally have &
ol vl fenpsome veekoidng,
Sst m  the funilore.
ergmmed atélo of a once-grand
Maphettan brownstons, the
play revolves avound the rem-
npeits Of en estate that Vietor
{Andy Froshy) and Walter
(James Sukoring), two brothers

estranged for 18 years, raust fi-
nadly sord through, The buillds
ing houstog their late fathers
antigues 1 belng torn down
and the vestiges of s former
wealthy, lost In the stook merket
crash of 1828 and never recovs
aved, must at long last be dis~
posed of,

The contiict, elaborated i
Milter’s customary flatfooted
sxposition, is that Victor, &
policeman who sacyificed his
education for his runed father,
feels that Walter, 8 suctessful
surgeor, left him fo shouddersil
the fial respongibility. While
Walter pursued his medics]

studies, Vietor forfelted his
drearn of becoming a sclentist
to support Ids Depression-ray-
sged household.

Esther (Leiss Mather), Vio-
tor's bright yet, thuwarted wife,
warnks her husband to use the
money from the Runiture to
change his life. A drinker who
has stopped writing poetey bud
still tries to keep UD sppeTans-
28, she's bothered by the unim-
prossive sight of Vistor In s
uniform and hopes he won't let
belng middle-aged stop him
fromn having the caresr he
should have had years ago.

The tite tips off Miller's the-
matie game, which can e
srnad up by witernative defi-
nitions of the word “price™ val
e and cost « what 1§ some-
v genuinely worth and how
peh are you willing to glve up
for 6, Solomon, &8 he's bibi
eally referred to Ly the brothe
ers, keeps vrging Vietor to son-
siderthe monetary value of the
furniture ohjectively. Bub the
wekgld of the past ccruplicates
the transaction when Walter
fries o hulp Victor get a betler
desl, At stake are nob fust Vie-
tors higtory snd neighi-have-

“The Price’

Where: Old Globe Arena
Theatre, James 8, Copley
Auditorium, San Diego
Museum of Art, Balboa Park,
San Diego

When: 7 p.in. Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, 8 pm,
Thursdays and Fridays, 2 and
8 pan.Saturdays; 2and 7 pm.
Sundays. Ends June 14.
Price: $29 10559

Contact: (619) 23-GLOBE or
wwwitheoldglobe.org
Running times 2 hours,

25 minutes

been future but slso bis tegrd-
ly. and ability to be stralght
with himseif.

Solomon’s Old World volce,
saptured with New York meit-
ing pot brio by Chiansse, e

Jivens the play, which could
seern clsustrophobie without
the eharacters long-view per-
*spective Shultting sbout the

« gesigned by Robin San-
faa‘d Roberts 0 resemble g
showroom and, with ehairg snd
other Hems dangiing fom the
eelling, & child's mobile ~ Solo~
mon apeaks as much with bis
haggling hands a3 his muneh-
fog mouth, Chisnese gives ug g
e who understands thet the
only thing o 4o In the face of
sweling regeet and everen-
croaching death 15 fo procged
more deflantly with isfe

Prosky. who wis
slated fo stay i the Od Globe
production with his fathen
Robert Prosky, who dled in De-
cember, and his brother John
Prosky, who spbseguently leff
the east, wisely leaves the door
open t0 the possibiity that Vie-
tor way an acvompiles In hiv
own  dsappointing  destiny
Prosky 15 befier st handing
Victor's momentous moments
- Whetn the stales are smadley,
there's something  self-con-
selous shout his scting, which
is park of the veason his banter
grth Mather's Bsther folls so

Bt

As a bullder of drerastic
snenes of problag moral oot
sclence and  unsentimentel
heart, there are fow Amerisen
playwrights as  mighty ay
Miller. What left me with tesys
in my eves ab the end of “The
Peive” was ot just the pole
gnant honesty of the condly-
son but the serapilonsly far
way the guthor tallied up the
covbested bill of gale,

charlss
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Ceitios’ Cholees

The Prive set o the funitwre-cramyied
e of  once-grand Manhattan brown.
stone, Arthur Miller's 888 drsms revolves
avoured the rermnants of an eshabe that two
estranged Brothers (played by Andy Pros-
ky and Jumes Sutorius) wwush finally soet
through. I ths yols of thegory Hotonton,
the nearly fhwenrold furnitare dealer
with the Russlen¥iddizh sueent end
plain-spoken wistiom, Botsinie Chivnsss
(late of “The Sopranos™) & fhe standoukin
diractor Bichard Beor's felthinl revived,
whieh is notable mostly for the Inthmacy of
thestoglng (M), The Ol Globe's Tanes
8, Copley Audltorium, 1583 Old Clobs
Way, Ban Dlego, Todey and nowt Sun, 3
o ¥ ps TaesRed, T pans Tha-F, 8
o Bat, % and 8 pa: snds June 4, 555
%50, (619) 234-5623.



NORTH COUNTY TIMES

May 21, 2009

PREVIEW SECTION

Old Globe’s ‘The Price’ is uneven but it has its rewards

ANNE MARIE WELSH
For i Norrs Counry Tives

Arthur Miller’s shrewdly
constructed 1967 drama “The
Price” lacks the depth of the
plavwnght 5 greatest work
But in its own serlocomic key
and colors, it explores the
questions of success and re-
sponsibilit y that haent nearly

Al of Miller's plays, mcludmg
most famonsly “All My Sons”
{1947} and “Death of a Sales
saan” (1949).

During the second act of
the Old Globe production that
opened under Rick Seer’s di»
rection last week, & wwio of ac.
tors makes the family squab-
bles and moral debates of
“The Price” suspenseful and
enthralling, rather than
prea

‘The settmg istheatticofa
New York brownstone in g
once-prosperous neighbor-
hood, The building will soon
be torn dowm. Policeman Vie-
tor Frauz is here 1o vetrieve or
sell what’s left of his parents’
legacy — the stolid farndture,
sports equipment, even classy
clothes left over from better
days, before the stock market
crash of 1929,

After a  too-protracted
silent prologue, the cop’s wife,
Egther, jolos him and we get
the setup. Victor (Andy
Prosky) and bis mate (Leisa
Mather) think he’s 2 failwre
because be chose to be the
cavetaker of his widowed, im-
poverished father. Instead of
finishing college, he became s
cop and on clvil service

James Sutorlus, left, Audy Prosky, Lelsa Mather and Dominie O
aness in the Old Globe production of Arthur Willler's “The Prive”

wages, he {and later, the fros-
trated, borderline aleoholic
Esther) supported the man
who had presumably lost all
and lived in the attic whils
i)&;ers took over the house be-
oW,

In his moral superiority,
Victor blames his'dilemma on
the brother from whom he has
been estranged since their fa-

ter Frang refused to help rhe
father o his sibling beyond a
Hry $5-a- tontly stipend.
’s now a rich surgeon who
doesn’t take his brother’s calls
about disposing of the family
legacy cluttering the agtic,
(That clutter is cavefully
rendared at the Globe's tem-
porary Copley Auditorium

stage by designer Robin San-
ford Roberts.)

So yather than the selfish
brother, in walks Soiemcn,

“The Price”
Wher 7 pan. 8Su neizys, Tuesdays 5ﬂd
oY

days; F pa. Sat deﬁ)a guid 5 aumar
i threugh une 14
i Wheret The 0ld Globe at the Copley
Auciterium, Batboa Park, San Dlego
Tlekets $29-576
info: 8102345623
Wl wvw.otdgiobe.ot

seemed befuddled and often
lost, Himself. Was the actor
dropping or misremembering
Iines? Or was bis halting, con-
fused delivery a misbegotten
interpretive choice?

In any case, the second act
was & different story altogeth:
er - 2 vivid, painfully authen-
tic debate drama, true to the
pushepull, love-hate dynamie
of s0 many families, and
meticulously rendered by ac-
tor Jaraes Sutorius who coeat
ed an elegant, chastened Wal-
ten, sparring with Prosky as
the honorable, resentful Vic-
tor, and Mather as the gently

wise as his Biblical
and just as old. He’s a mostly
vetived appraiser and an-
Haues dealer who's as savvy
about family conflict, choice
apnd rcgpormblhw as he is
about old e,
Unfortunately on opening
night, the first ack of the “The
Price’ slowed almost 1o a halt
and created the wrong
tension. fnstead of emer:am»
tag and enlightening with the
banter sud unexpected wig
dom of the seendtall
Soloraon, actor Dominie Chi-
anese, best kyown as Uncle
Junior on “The Sopranos,”

ng (and sometimes in-
amixbie) Hsther,

“The Price” premiered on
Broadway in 1967 as & one-act
with no intermission. Sees, fol-
lowing recent practice, splits
the play in two, ending the
first with the arcival of Walter,
then repeating that dramatic
enfrance to open the second
act.

‘The surprise is that Instead
of the selfish monsier Victor
has depicted, Walter is a tame
man, wcomfortably formal at
first, who describes his earlier
success as personal faflure
and who has experienced &

» ‘PRICE’

LConthsed frein 13

feels antobiographical and
truly felt.

Like the Franz brothers,
Miller was born just before
World War 1 into middie-class
comfort, the son of a father
who tould neither read nor
write, yet was a successful
manufacmrer of ladies’ coats.
His mother, Gussie, staved
home with her three children,
cheeriu}g playmg a well

tamed baby grand and singing
“in, the happy, slighting hoot-

ing soprano'so proper and ro-
mantic and fashionable™

In his 1987 autobiography
“Timgbends,” Miller goes on
to describe the swift changes
poverty wrought in his'moth-
er. He shows her standing in
the light, “diamonds en her
fingers, traxlm§ a-silver fox
across the fleor” and promis-
ing to bring home the sheet
music of the show she and his
father are off to see, “Kern or
Gershwin or Herbert, which
she will play the next morn-
ing”

Not much later, when
they've had to move, he sees
her “in the little Brooklyn

house where she shuffles

about in carpet slippers, sigh-

ing, cursing, with a sneer on

her lips, weepiitg suddenly
then catching hersel(®

It’s that theme of the un-

. derside of ‘capitalism, the af-

ter-effects of greed, the cruel-
ty of the system that corrupt-
ed and defeated the iconic
salesman Willy Loman that
reverberates -through the
Franz brothers’ lives w and,
during this latest economic
collapse; through cur own. In
the latter half of the Globe
production, those gquestions
fffke on vigorous dramatic
ife,

breakdown and ve mug,mtxon
that have changed his life and
values, Mow he wants to thake
amends, a desire Victor con-
siders accepting and thwart-
ing with equal conviction,
Will he risk trusting the
brother he long felt betrayed
him? Or will he revert to the
defenstve posture that leaves
him defeated, but feeling

morally bester? Prosky rings

many changes-in his portrayal
of this long-suffering heat
cop, He brightens with love
when he first sees his brother
or speaks of his son at MULT.
He enlivens again in unguard-
ed in moments as he yecalls
his youthful passions, bis sta-
tus as pavental “favorite.” Yot
he persistently smolders with
the guiet desperation and re-
sentment that’s made him old.
before his Hime.

The final encounters In the
Glghe production kave the po-

temt, edge-of-yourseat tension

of a well-made Thsen welodra.
ma, with revelation following
revelation, each new bit of in-
formation about the past
kaleidoscopically  shifting
moral perspective on_the
brothers in the present. Suto-
rius delivers another subtly
calibrated portrayal in this,
his third Globe outing.

The play is an allegory of
choice, no two ways about it,
but the schematic dilenunas
here feel authentic, and they
unfold in the context of
Millet’s persistent snd newly
timely critique of capitalism.
A great deal in Miller's play

> PRICE’ 31
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Greed Machine

“Close the stores for six months. .. there would be
from coast to coast a regular massacre.”

é e invent ourselves,” Walter Frany
W telishis brother Vic,“to wipe ous

what we know”

“The title of Arthur Miller’s 1968 drama, The.

{EA

Price, poinls in variows directions,
noneof thetn fized, Ostensibly, It

pativation, for from Hippoceatics suke monn-
tains of money, enough o ward off foture
econowmic disasters. He sent Victor five dollars 2
month to care for their father, Walter became 2
suceessful surgeon but ata price,
He was in such demand, his wifs

about the current value of pre-le-
pression furniture, The atde of a
Mew York browpstune, sbout o
be tora down, looks Hke s clut-
teved antique shop: 2 wicker bassinet, stardy
Spanih Jacobean table, old baseball gloves and
bats, puily chairs, even & stately harep. The mye~
iad fiems, many hanging in dusters from the
ceifing, resd lke a farily's biography —up to 2
point. There's nothing new after 1929, That’s when
Vietor and Walter's father crashed with the stock
market. They moved his possassions into the at-
tic, wheee he Hived, surrounded by a thoe capsule
of bygone affluence, for snother 30 years.
Dniebog mruch of the Diepression, Victor aban-
doned hisdream of becoming a doctor and cared
For his aiflug faber, When Victr macried Bsther,
they lived in & single, firnished room so he coudd

»

divorced hioo, She fook the chil

dren, and i thme, he bad 2
nervous breskdown. The broth-
ershave been estranyed since thelr
father died 16 years sgo.

The siiting opposition fooks pat: the unselfish
s secrifices hopes and dreams; the greed

coast a vegular mas
sacee”), When Solomon
sxys “with furndtuze, you
cannotbeemotional) he
also meuns costing a oold,
reabistic ey on the past,
‘What scrually hap-
pened  becomes g
three-person —- if you
sount Bsther, and she
dogs -~ Rashomon.
Through many 2 long
seeng, they wipe the
sebme from the lenses on
thielr Jives. And the more
shey see, the more 3 tidy
resolution fades away.
Arthur Midler said
that for each of bis plays,

Chfasse, Aty Prosky i "The Price

chine, who refused 1o loan his brotber 3500 for
school, abandons faoifial responsibfity and ights
out for the lugre. But, a5 Widter points out, each
vhew i an invention, designed to bolster self
images and block the tnnh,

“The faendture's Bow “ancther worldy ssfsthe
appraiser, Gregory Solomon. The §9-vear-old
carse from Russia in 1003, Hislest ndmes 2 aym
bolic, fount of wisdom givesway. The playwright
stuffs him veith suthor's messuges, including
great sprech about our disposable economy: buy

pay s father's bills, Mo became ¢ poli and
now {1968) will xetire, but can't decide what to
do.

Brother Walter went t medical school. His

ing hing pecmanent ocks you in for Bfe;
whesess something new mesns the prospect of
linuitless, if evanescous, choices ("close the stores
for siy months.thers woudd be from coast o

e probably weote at feast oo peies be dothr e
. 2 IR Uy 4 MIREY
?QOQ pages. Flealsosuld,  yge 0id Globo Thostre, Sion Edison Contrs for e Forfarnding At
n kS thathe only read  Badbos Park
suippets from bookpand  Directed by Richard Seery cut: Andy Proshy, Lekss Mathen Dowbele

grew lmpatient with
averveitten prose: “the
older 1 get, the mora |

wishw el them, Igness 7" S1e-234-5525.

Chiustese, Janses Swtorius scerde design,
Duevasyy Sfvietds, Buhting, Chris Rynne, spund, Pani Petvoan
Plaging through June 1y Sunduy, Tuasday, and We,
Thursday tlmoigh Suturdy st 8:00 . Muasinee Saturday and Susday of 208

5 Sanfierd Roberts, costumes, Chadlotte

iy at 200 po,

he hadn'tread The Price

lately. The play moves in authorial nudges, He't
break 1 a scene by having someone about to
leave, then pull thens back, and haggle some mov.
And his characiers, often ke puppets, wack hard
to represent Iis pat, schematic themes, The play
wuns just under three hours (Miller originally
wanted it perforied withoutan interradasion), it
eventuslly caiches the figh, but that buits a long
e Tn the water,

‘The Old Globe Theatee’s shetchy opentig sight
performante Jed o ching on hands sand
seybaquinming. bt dide’t help thae Dominia Chis
angse — unforpettable 28 Undle Tunlor in The

10 exit this strange, disposable world, o8 shoudd
he forge anew?

Jaznes Sutorhsdoesa fing, honest tuen us Wal-
ter, thy hife evil brother redeemed by a vision
of antimateriafism. Sutoriug gives subtle hints
that Walter hasn't rexovered complerely froem hig
breskdown, Andy Prosky makes Victor such a
walking question boz, he comes off not as aself-
sacrifices, just chronically indecisive. (Butoring
s Prosky conld kick the sany sfow stretches o
Yigher theatrical geae If they stressed the sibling
ivaley earien) Leisa Muther does what shie can
45 Esthes, who mosty complains. Bvery time she

5% barely off
3 stutter ty coneest bis gotng up, but his quirky
thning constatently throw the ot curvis,
Solomon’s the kind of sagacious, fe-force
chavacter schersheg fo play, Chlsnese’s pecfornre
ance misses Soloson’s pitdmate struggle b it lime

It Ho save

divesce, the playwright cuis her off,

The Ol Globe's “Classics HUp Close” series
presents renowned theatrieal works on an int-
mate, apena stoge. Seen from this perspective,
however, Millers drams fooks more contrived
than “classic” &
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Family feud

Orp GLOBE'S THE PRICE 1S
FAIRLY GOOD~BUT ARTHUR
MILLER'S WRITING. ..

BY MARTIN JONES WESTLIN

FYou must have looked upmy name,” armchair philoso-
pher Gregory Solemon tells Victor Frang o The Old
Globe Theatve’s ovgrent The Price, “in a very old tele-
phone book?” That's as apt a metaphor as you'll find in
this play, as Solomon, 89, was born only thres years
hefore a guy by the name of Al accidentally invented the
phone (Al was actually trying to build a hearing aid for
his wife; true story). Solomon’s blustery coughing fits
and 70 years as 2 hurniturs dealer haven’t dimmed so
mauch as a bulb o his stillsherp mind--youth and age
are aptly represented here; nice opposite ends In a
drama about a departed dad’s legacy

Andlegacies ave what late playwrdght Arthur Miller
did best, especially when those legacies sucked wind.
Wilty Loman (Death of a Salesman and Eddie Car-
bone (4 View from the Bridgd are two of the most
beloved characters in modern theater history, both
dying viclently and unsung amid their shattered
dreams, Maybe that’s what's wrong with The Price,
which sortof takes Miller out of his slemwent. Wedon't
get 1o waich a denouernent $0 wuch as hear about it
And even ag actors Andy Prosky and George Sutorius
excel as embitterad brothers, the too-explicit dialogue
{eaves little to the imagination. For sure, The Priceis
worth seeing for its hush production values, but Miller
freaks (like me) might be disappointed by the writing,
which.feels just a tad long in the tooth,

Solovion (The Sopranos Dominie Chianese) makes
anexcellent fofl for Victor and Walter Franz Prosky and
Sutoriug), reunited after 16 yvears and a lifetime of
wuspoken absndonment izsues. Frappy Victor beoame
& lazy workaday cop (36 axvests bn his entive careeryilo
support his alling Depression-ova dad, while bighead-
ed brother Walter left bia family to fond for Hself ashe
became a big-shot surgeon. The anger heats up their
Tecently deparied father’s brownstone attic as the two
pore over his mountain of furniture and personal
effects, with both men in 2 stalemate defending their
family ransgressions.

Sutorius is o splendid Walter, with a swagger and
flightiness that counter his composure in the opsrating
room {and dig that crazy camelhalr coat, courtesy of

P TR SO S R s i e 4 K R S R . ot XA

|
¥

Gmébry {Bominie Cblanese, left) and Victor
{(Andy Prosky) shave u vital memory in The Price,

good costumer Charlotte Devaux Shields), Underneath
itall, he's as detached and as egotistical as Victor; that
likely accounts for most of the pair’s estrangement as
they thrust and parry amid this war of words, Butthe
elegance of Miller's prior plays is lacking—the writing
is clinical, almost oratorical, as if Millerhad unwitting
ly permed it for a staged veading, “Ttwon'tbe solved in
aday”; “Ihad no choice; the fridge was empty”; “Thank
you for belping me start again™: This piece s loony
with such remaskable turns of phrase, And they trivi-
alize the larger issues, which cut fo the bottomless
schism in the family

Leisa Mather is OK as Viclor’s longsuffering wife
Esther, although she's not 100-psreend convineiog asshe
tries to lay some ambition on Vie Maybe its ber flutter-
imess, which sults Solomon far better; the wonderfud Chi-
anesedelivers accordingly and with a vengeanoce, Bul The
Priceis setin 1068, which postdutes Miller's coolest stull
s structare Is vintage Avt, butthe paint on those brown-
stone walls shows signs of wese with time, 0n]

This review Is based on the opening-night performance
of May 14. The Price runs through June 14 at The
James S. Copley Auditorfipn, 1450 Bl Prado in Balboa
Park, $25-355. 619-28-GLOBE, www.oldglobe.org

Write to marty@sdeliybeat.com and
edifor@sdeitybeat.com,
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San Diego Arts

“The Price™ at the Old Globe Theatre
Confrontation in the Debris

By Welton Jones

Posted on Sat, May 16th, 2009

Last updated Sat, May [6th, 2009

Each of Arthur Miller's four characters in

his 1968 play “The Price” hold part of the truth. Yet put all together,
these parts don’t equal a whole.

There are questions here too big fo angwer, for Miller, in an honest
effort at understanding the realities of the human soul. is rummaging
among mighty themes of bonor, duty. value, success.

The production at the Globe Theatre right now has been lovingly
burnished by Richard Seer into a sweet, subtle pageant rich in texture
and solemnly moralistic.

Two brothers, middle-aged and estranged, meet in the dark, crowded
apartment of their long-dead father to sell his stuff. The building is to
be denolished: the disposal can no longer be postponed.

The father was wiped out in the crash of 1929, His brothers took over
the building and aliowed him fo retreat with his houseful of furniture
to one upper floor, where, after his wife died, he went into a long
decline.

The two sons, both bright with promise, met adversity as opposites,
The older son fled into the world, finished medical school and
beecame a wealthy surgeon. The younger son stayed fo take care of
the old man, dropping out of school and eventually joining the police
force. Now in 1968, he’s a sergeant nearing retivement who has made
19 arreats in 28 years. The old man has been dead for 16 years and
it’s been about the same time since the brothers last spoke,

Though the cop really just wanis the stuff to go away, he could use

e money. His wife says so. The two of them make an appealing
pair, healthy and comfortable with each other, Their only son is at
MIT on full scholarship. The pension is theirs for the asking, But
she's torn by the demons of what-might-have-been. She wants a
better life through money and she suspects she won't get it due to her
husband’s indecision. So she drinks a bit and she nags.

They re meeting an appraiser this day and Miller takes this
opportunity to introduce a bravura variation on the stereotypical
stage Jew, a doughty charmer of nearly 90 who has been a Russian
refugee, a British sailor, a vaudeville acrobal, o husband three or four
times and for years now, an honest dealer in used furniture.

The price he offers is fair enough for the day - $1,100 cash ~ but he
wants clear title, What’s this about a brother? A week’s worth of

phone calls haven't gotlen a response, says the cop. Deal or no deal?

And, as the bills are being counted out, the inevitable proceeds: The
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Everything goes into muddle mode. The doc wants to make up. The
cop wanis to preserve his dignity, The wife is stunned by the
possibilities of the doe’s generosity. And the old dealer, distracted by
the scope of the deal, tries to ignore the family wreckage begging for
confrontation,

Seer guides an excellent cast through a play as cluttered and static as
its setting. Andy Prosky’s self-controlled cop is refreshingly vague
about his work but stubbornly convineed he has done the right
things. And he biushes on cue. James Sutorius makes the surgeon
brother plausibly needy and lawed but probably too skittish for the
balance of sympathy Miller envisioned.

Leisa Mather aceepts a territory less epic than the men characters
inbabit. using poisc and vulnerability to motivate flashes of
disloyalty and desperation.

And Dominie Chianese is fascinating in the way he approaches all
this fancy Jewish flambovance in an oblique. everyday style that
makes it at once fresh and familiar. [o scenes littered with
mousetraps of cliche, Chianese seems to glide.

A dandy crew of designers do a lot for the show too, and the
coordinating sensibilities of Seer’s direction are obvious in details
such as a tiny prologue featuring Paul Peterson’s wistful beads of
sound nostalgia stung on a loop of meandering light (Chris Rynne's
design) resting on one eloquent prop after another in Robin Sanford
Roberts” set, which must have emptied out a few Globe storerooms,

(If1 could have found an ATM at intermission, I definitely would
have offered $1.200 for the stuff. Or even more. Sigh.)

And kudos to Charlotte Devaux Shields for the carefilly chosen but
understated period wardrobe, an extension of Seer’s wise decision to
leave the play right in the period of its premiere.

Uttimately. nobody is satisfied but progress has been made, And
when the old dealer is left alone, he cranks up the Victrola and starts
one of those langhing records. A fine ending. conceived by the
author. But wait! Is the actor [aughing along with the record of is he
howling in the grip of some darker emotion?
DOWNLOAD PROGRAM HERE
DOWNILOAD CAST LIST HERE

7 p.m. Sundays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays; 8 p.m.

Dates : Thursdays-Saturdays; 2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays
through June 14, 2009.

Organization : Old Globe Theatre

Phone : 619 234-5623

Production

Type : Play

Region . Balboa Park

Ticket Prices : $29-$59

URL : www.oldglobe.org

Venue : San Diego Museum of Art, Balboa Park, San Diego

About the author: Welton Jones has been reviewing shows for 50
vears as of October 2007, 35 of those years al the UNION-TRIBUNE
and, now, six for SANDIEGO.COM where he wrote the first reviews
to appear on the site.

More by this author.

Qlrmon dhic srfinln

Page 3 of 4

5/18/2009



The Price, San Diego: Theatre Review: culturevulture.net

llost 25 Ibs in 1 morith!
L WRhohe winell's inodt sfective
| wielght Toss system yolcan; teo,

Auseanon Qi oa e 48

art & architecture  books & cds  dance destinations electronic arts film  opera  television theater

 PRWEb

bk vrose story b the
watld.

Cist swen on Yahoo! News %
anid Thpite,

Photo: Craig Schwartz

We never cease to be amazed at history’s ability to repeat itself, Here is a plece written and set in 1968
by one of America’s most beloved playwrights, Arthur Miller (Death of a Salesman, All My Sons). It takes
us back in time to explore the status of a family deeply affected by the great depression. Though these
past times may seem far and long gone, today’s audiences will experience a strange closeness to the
drama, It tells the story of Victor and Walter Franz, estranged brothers who meet again in the attic of
their late father to sell off the remains of the family’s possessions. Along with the old furniture are
memories of choices the two brothers made when their father’s fortune crumbled. One gave up his
education and became a policeman to support his ailing father, the other left his family and went on to
become a successful doctor. As they try to arrive at a price with an eccentric antiques dealer, they are
forced to settle up in more ways than one as each man reexamines his life and uncovers family secrets.

From the moment you enter the intimate space of the Globe’s Arena Stage at the San Diego Museum of
Art’s James S. Copley Auditorium, the eclectic set (Robin Roberts) takes you back in time with an array
of antique furniture and accessories. Soon, the lights (Chris Rynne) gently set the mood and sound bites
(Paul Peterson) from the 1960’s fill the air, luring the audience further into the world of The Price.
Richard Seer (Director) has done a flawless ;‘ob in orchestrating this production. He is lucky enough to
be working with a pristine cast of actors such as Andy Prosky playing Victor Franz, who originally
performed the same role around the country with members of his own family (late father, Robert Prosky
played the role of Gregory Solomon and brother John played the role of Walter). He is joined by the
charming Leisa Mather as Esther Franz. Mather effectively portrays the intricate emotions of Victor’s
loving, yet resentful wife. The play fully comes to life when Dominic Chianese (“*Uncle Junior” on the
acclaimed HBO series, The Sopranos) enters the stage. He is the 89 year-old antique dealer Gregory
Solomon. The perfect comedic timing and delightful Russian Yiddish accent punctuate the scenes of
Miller’s drama. Dominic Chianese is a pure joy to watch and listen to. Finally, James Sutorius (Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Lincolnesque) completes this skilled cast in the role of eminent surgeon, but
failed family man, Walter Franz. Costumes are designed by Charlotte Devaux Shields.

Two years ago, this wonderful Old Globe production of The Price, partof the theatre’s acclaimed
CLASSICS UP CLOSE series, might have seemed outdated and enjoyed purely as a historical drama or a
great work of classic literature. Today, in the midst of a serious economic crisis, the relevance of this

lay is striking and lines such as Victor’s "When it blows again you'll be thankful for a roof over your

ead” or Walter’s "Why live, only to repeat the same mistakes again and again?” resonate in our minds
as we leave the theatre. Arthur Miller knew full well the effect the great depression could have on
people’s lives, Miller grew up during this historical landmark and wrote The Price on the eve of the great
recession of the 1970s. Miller said in a 2001 interview with NEH Chairman William R, Ferris for
Humanities magazine: “Fundamentally, it [the great depression] left me with the feeling that the
econamic system is subject to instant collapse at any particular moment - I still think so - and that
security is an illusion which some people are fortunate enough not to outlive.” This thought is present
throughout The Price and has influenced a great deal of Miller's works. One can’t help but wonder how
today’s playwrights will reflect on the current economic events and how they will portray the characters
among us who will have to face the same decisions Victor and Walter Franz did.

Patricia Humeau

Despite my wishes I could not tamper with something the play and life seemed to be telling me: That we
were doomed to perpetuate our iflusions because truth was too costly to face.
~Arthur Miller on The Price

http://www.culturevulture.net/Theater/price_5-09.htm
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The silly and the serious

by Jean Lowsrinson

“The Price’

Arthur Miler searches the souls of his
four characters in his mid-career play The
Prive. Less dramalic than his earfier clag-
des Death of a Sglesman and Al My
Sons, The Price s seconchtler Miller; still,
the version playing theough June 14 under
Old Giobe auspices at the Copley
Auclitoriurm fhyoughs offers enough 1o réc-
ommend it, Richard Sesr directs,

Dugy and ambliion, family responsibliity
arxd the desire to ollow one's heart are
ambodied in the persons of two brothers,
Victor (Andy Prosky) and Walter Frarz
(James Suloriug). Vicior, a cop approach-
Ing refirement, gave up his dreams of ook
lege and a career in science io take care
of thelr father, one of many brolen in spi-
# by the Great Depression, Walter electec
1o {eave home and continue s aduca-
fion, becoming a successful, even
wealthy surgeon.

Resentrent and guilt have estranged
thebiothers since that time. Now, 16 years
after thelr fathers death, Victer feels it Is
fims 1o sell his effects, jammead i the
atiic of a once-grand Manhattars biowne
slone. He has cafled aged fumiivre deal
er Gregory Solomon {Dominic Chianese)
aubof refrement fo ok atthesiult Hehas
also triet) unsuccessiully to call his broth-
er, But Walter shows up Linexpectedly, just
43 Vistor and Sclomon are about o sead
the deal.

Victor's wife Esther {L.eisa Mather) s as
resentul as Vickor shaut the small seale of
thelr fves {“its fke we never were any-
thing, we were always about to be"), and
sees the sale of the fumiture as a possibik
Ty for Victor 10 reffre and change his e,

Miller wanis us o consider
price In both senses - cost
and value (what youre wiling
{o give up). To help with the
forrrer, he gives us a gamof
& character n the none-foo-
sublly named Sol , an
83-yearold charmer and
Russtan refuges who was
both vaudeville acrobat and
Briish sallor before becom-
ing adealer inusec umfture,
Selemon provides both the
windorn implied n Hs name
and the comic relief needed
here, as he takes his e
shuffing around, lookdng t
gach plece and driving
Vietor crezy by offerdng ban-
ter but not a price.

There are reveals on both sides, and
Victor's admission that “there are days
when | can't even remember what | got
against you” offers hope that they can
bridge the gap and put asids the resent-
ent that separstes them.

The Price s not vintage Milter; though
these are compeling charactars, the first
act is slow and the ssoond overwriten,
alost repetiive, But good ecling and
high production values make it absorbing.

Robin Roberts' cluttered set deslgnls a
wonder, resembling a messy showoom
with furnfture mmoblles dangling from the
cefing. Chris Fynne uses fights to good
effect, and Chariotte Davaux Shields has
designed costumes approprisle 1o dme
(the 1980s) and place.

Chianesls Solomen never falls Into car-
ioature, speaking as much with s hands
and gatt as with words. Prosky and

Sutorius are excellent, especidly in thelr
scenes fogether, and Mather |s poignant
as Esther, whose disappolniment ather lot
in #fe has tumed her intbo a bitof anag.

Walter wants absolution, Victor an apob-
ogy, but Miler ultimately leaves uswiththe
knowledge that regardiess of clrcume
stance, we rmust take responsibility for our
own desting.

The Cld Globe's producton of The
Frice plays through Sunday, June 14, at
the James 8. Copley Auditorium, San
Dlego Museum of Art. Shows Sunday,
Tussday and Wednesday at 7 pmy;
Thursday through Salurday at 8 pan, mak-
indes Saturday and Sunday af 2 pan. For
tickets, call §19-12-GLOBE or Vst
www. TheQldGloba.org. @

1 James Swiodys as “Walter Franz* Andy Prosky as "Viclor Franz,” Lelsa Mather 68 "Eslier Franz® and
Doiinie Chiansse 88 *Gregory Sciowmoen” In The Oid Globe's prodution of The Prico,’ by Arthur Miller, diretlad

Auditodium through June 14,

by Fichard Seex, playing In the Globe's Areria Theatre at the San Dlego Musaum of Ak's Jares 8, Coplay
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