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Los ANGELES T1MES

January 19, 2009

THEATER REVIEW

A superficial return for

Several subtle yet

powerful shadings of
John Guare’s 1990 play

© gomissing in the Old

Globe’s production,

ML
THEATER CRITIC
. BEPORTING FROM SAN DIRGO

A few things have changed
sidee John Guare's “Six De-
grees of Separation” first held
the mirror up to New York's so~
cial-elimbing nafure nearly two
decades ago. The §th Avenme
setting graduated from mifiion-
0 biffon-doliar deals, the Jap-
ahese lost thelr yen for tourist

and mfer
Ponvi schemes sare 10 replace

duction of Guare's 1980 play
makeg clear, Bfe s pretly much

.. the same in the deluxe eondos

ofthe rich and rapacious.
‘Then 88 now, money-mak-
ing machinations take up most
of the day and night. The kide
education is st an unbeatable

. source of networking and sta-

tus-mongering.  And  transy
forming experfence into spar-
Riing ' dinmer-party anecdotes
remaing the witimate point of

Graars knew of what he sati-
rized, which perhaps explains
the generosily of spirdt that ac-
companies his comic dissec-
{ion of the mores and manners

beaudy, bt intheir

‘Six Degrees of Separation’

Yhis mostly enjoyvable yet uftl-
ately thinrevival Directed by
Trip Culbman mth a bﬁsk,
clean efficiency, the

doesp't dwell long enough in
Guares shaltows for

us {0 betoms aware of the
work’s bidden depths. The de-
Tivery is sart, silok and s
face-oriented — an ioe skate
fcress a play thal hasn't lost its.
diamand clarty.

The cast i headed by
Broadway  veteran Karen
Zigmba (2 Tooy winner for
“Contact™), who somehow ex-
udes & reassuring sturdiness
even when scting flighty. Hers,
she plays Sulse; the spilfy wife
and busihess ascomplice of
Flan Xitredge {Thomas Jay
Ryan); an independent art

dealer who fiips masterpleces
o foreign oligarchs for gigantic
msﬁs A

the more d {and
resxt!vem smalbpotato) con
garnes of)

Bub s i;}:e Old Gilobs pro-

“8ix Degrees
of Separation’

. Where Otd Globe Theatve,
Balbsos Park, San Diego
Whan 7 pon, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays; 8 pi.

Thursdays, Fnd.‘ya,Zamis
o.m Saturdays; 2 and 7 pam.
Suricays. Erads Feb. 15,
Price: §29 to 366
Contact: {518) 23-GLOBE
Running time: 1 hour,

30 minutes

ie adaptation, but ®'s such &

great roie thel no one talent

should have s monopoly on It

Zlemba holds her own in the

bend on the brink of & mega-
hutk windisll, But the produc-
Hion tsn't interested in explor-
g & nuanced version of the

lepiays of good taste have Jost
sxgn& o:mmmmm
.o A stoitar superficlality can
- be detected in the hendling of

character's emotionsl jolirney,

of her children and the son of
none other then Sidney Foitler,

10 have heen mugged
in Central Park, Paul barges
into Oulsa and Flan’s posh
abgde just as the couple are
eourting Geoffrey (Tony Tom),
& South African tycoon and &
potential investor in Flan's lat-
ast masterpiece scheme, This
preppy fraud, a master st drop-
ping a#f the right Stersry and
celebtity nuanes, bas & vivtual
open-sesame into this exceed.
mg!y gullivie Uppér East, Side

‘I’he thrill of diseovering new
onnections « espeelally i<
one whose famous fa-

ther is supposedly coming to
town to make & movie of “Oa&s“

ustly

much acclsim ¥

playing Ouisa onstage In the
Lineoln Center Thesfer pre-
iers and later I the 1988 mov-

5 & new door,

ing up into
other worlds” But ¥ there
turns out to be only “six de-
gmes of separation” between
any two strangers, there can
still be a tot of darkness be-
tween friends and family mem-
bers. (The young cast mero-
Pers vall the sereaming resent-
mient of privitegad offspring.)
Like the two-sided Eandin-
sky in Quisa and Flan's Bving
rooIn, everyone hides & secret
face. ‘In Quare's buoyantly
comic view, we're ab once intl-
¥inked and miles apart
- a5y Obgervation thet is, {f any-
thing, even more resomant’ 1
otir high-tech globalized era,
But the production

., But though
is inpressive gt first glance
Chalfeant’s Rea-

(Andromache

rious sel design doesn't bear
seruting but gets the johdope),
the deeper mesnings of the
play float by ke soap bubbles.
Tris “Six Degrees” has charm
bt Ettle bite.

~ gxejtes Oulsa into :
ing tha way that “every person

chartes;menutty@latimes.com



SAN D1rco UNION-TRIBUNE
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THEATER REVIEW

Even before the Internet,
instant bonding beguiled

8y James Hebert
THEATER CRITIC

Back away from the Face-
book, fiends. Look up from that
monstrously hypaotic monitor
long enough to contemplate
how, amere 20 years age, it actie
ally was not possible to hecome
fake pals with Madonnaorthe
president-electjust by unabash-
edly asking.

And then Twitter me this:
Howis it that a period play

capture
with such
queasy
ACCUrACY
both that
. e3gerness
“ to form in-
Karen Ziemba stant bonds

. that can stem from such ephem-

eral connections?

JohnGuare’s “Six Degrees
of Separation,” the twitchy 1990
comedy now in #ts San Diego
debutatthe Cld Globe, isonthe
surface about a particular place
and time: mid-1980s on the Up-
per East Side, the height of the
Age of Excess.

Butas directed by Trip Cull-
manwith propulsive enetgy
and plenty of dramatic (nOtto
mention liters]) colon, the play
s aremninder thatlong before

" the whole world was within one

mouse-click of, say, Kevin Bacon,
there was adeep fascination with
the idea of asmall world, and g
desire to bask in the flattery of
being linked to theluminous.
“Six Degrees” deesinto
other themes, too: race, identity,
sexual politics, Cullman brings
us straightinto both the period
and the mood atthe topofthe

play with the omincus $hroband -

stuttering drumbest of New Or-
der's “Blue Monday,” as Flan Kit-
tredge (Thomas Jay Ryan) and
his wife, Ouisy Karen Ziemba)
—the art-dealing socialites at
the show's center —burstina
stumbling rush to stage front.
Stiltin their'80s Day-glo
robes, they start to tell of their’
startling éxperience witha
houseguest named Paul (Sam-

wel Strickien, radiating just the .

uqmeuorm' ence), who
2 to be the son of Sidpey
anermd afriend of the Kit-
tredges’ kids. They took himin
after he showed up with astory
about beinig robbed of cash and
his schoo} s on the street,
Then, in flashbacks, they'rein
the story, Guare's aamping
gambit runs the risk of jolting
us from absorption inthe story,
butitmakes sense forone good
reason: The play is in essence

DETAILS

“5ix Deyroes of Separstion”
When Tuesdays-Wetnesdays, 7
pan; Thursdays-Fridays, 8 pan.
Saturdays, 2 and 8 pm Sendays, 2
and 7 pn, Through Feb, 15,

Wiherat Old Globe Theatre, Balboa

“Park

Tlokets: $29-566
Phone: (619)234-8623
Onltse: TheOliGlobe.ory

Ouisa's story; through Paul, she
seeks to reach owt fromher clois-
tered and pampered existence
and reconnect with something
more daring and alive in hersell.
Oulsa insists she wor't let this
experience with Paul become
justan anecdote, something to
spit out at cocktat] parties “tikea
human jukebox.” But that's es-
sentially how the story is finally
fold, and it suggests in some way
ﬁaeﬂmmyof Ouisa's effort to
break out o) I'befgx'}ded cage.
Ziemba,a

withregretas Quisa, whoisas
duped as anyone by Past butis
the lastone to hold onte com-
passion kir their troubled new
friend,

Rym hasafeel for funny blus.
1er as the status-obsessed Flan,
‘who seems 1o take it more per-

» gsonally when Paulis found'out

as afraud; He squirros at recog-
nizing sornething of himselfin
Paul, whose own artisininvent
ing and marketing an identity,
one zselusive and as dependent
on.pe.rcepﬁon asisthe price ofa

painting.

The ondy people who seem to
seethioughthe facade are the
couple’s sullen and spoiled kids,
as well as the children of close
ftends (plaved by Donald Sage
Mackay and the comically brittle
Keliher Walsh) who wind up
similarly bamboozted by Paul:

The Kitiredges feel hetrayed
when they catch Pand in bed with

“ahustler at their house; at that

moment, Adromache Chalfant's
chic, art-heavy set breaks open
toreveal a gritier world of scafe
folds and graffid beyond, The
transgression ~ for both the
K“m:mdges and the audience «—

Pere -Campbell) struts around
the piace, naked and belligerent.

But what does Panli uitimately
take from the Kittredges?
Hardly anything. “He came info
ourhouse, He codked us dine
ner. He told us the story of The
Catcher inthe Rye,’ " they tella
skepticat detective.

What he gave them, though,
was what they can't quite
forgive. s the herking susph
cion that, as Paul’s “Catcher

< Trthe Rye” thesls proposes:

“Everyone'saphony.” Andnot
Just those who are six degraes
removed,
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Six Degrees of Separation i

~ <
Rewewed By: Rob Stevens - Jan 17, 2009 - San Diego *

The world has changed tremendously in the nearly two decades since John
Guare's Six Degrees of Separation, now being its given San Diego
premiere at the Old Globe Theatre, first touched on the idea of how
everyone on the planet -- and not just Kevin Bacon -- is connected to
someone else by the thinnest of threads. But time hasn't blunted the
topicality of Guare's literate play or its fascination with the duality of
personality and character, all of which is in evidence in Trip Cullman's

Ao

_Vanya

sterling production, acted with panache by a very talented cast led by Tony

Award winner Karen Ziemba. Sutton
Guare based his play on a real occurrence that fook place among wealthy Rentri
Manhattanites in the early 1980s. Here, fictional art dealer Flan Kittridge A Gala
(Thomas Jay Ryan) and his stylish wife Ouisa (Ziemba) are entertaining e
their South African mine owner friend Geoffrey (Tony Torn) -- in the hopes Adam
of getting him to invest in their latest acquisition -- when their doorman to Play
brings in Paul (Samuel Stricklen in a star-making performance), a bleeding Rent Tt

young black man who claims he was mugged in the park. Paul also claims
to be a friend of their children, who are away at Harvard, and has intimate
knowledge of the Kittridges. Moreover, he also claims to be the son of actor
Sidney Poitier, whom he is meeting in the morning. Unsurprisingly, these
star-struck socialites let him into their kitchen and their lives, with ultimately
disastrous consequences.

As the work progresses, we discover that Flan and Ouisa aren't the only Karen Ziemba and Sauel Strickln
ones who were taken in by the charismatic young con man and the chance in Six Degrees of Separation
fo be extras in his father's supposed film version of the musical Cats. (© Craig Schwartz)

Another wealthy couple and a divorced doctor were also duped by Paul, and a meeting with the Kittridge's rebellious
and very vocal offspring prove how truly gullible the parents are. Equally taken in is Rick (heartbreakingly played by
Joaquin Perez-Campbell), a young wanna-be actor from Utah who is taken in by Paul's story of abandonment and
seduced by his charm.

The play, however, ultimately centers on Ouisa's determination to discover the true identity of this outsider who so
touched her life. The puzzle pieces start to fall into place -- even as a few remain missing -- leaving Ouisa a markedly
changed person. Ziemba beautifully etches this woman of privilege who slowly comes to realize there is a very
different and starkly real world outside her safe ivory tower. As she experiences real emotions and feelings, her pain
and helplessness are very palpable.

Culiman's crisp direction makes the 90-minute play zip by. Andromache Chalfant's breakaway scenic design contrasts
the lushness of the Central Park living quarters and its artworks with the grim reality of the city streets and its graffiti
art. Emily Rebholz's chic costumes, for the matrons as well as for their trendy kids, are well executed, and Ben

Stanton has lit everything just beautifully. And the play's final image of a two-sided Kadinsky painting, which cleverly .
reinforces Guare's thesis, is sure to linger long after the curtain drops. |
A Gala
Joan All
Rush, T

http://www.theatermania.com/san-diego/reviews/01-2009/six-degrees-of-separation_17039... 2/19/2009
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PREVIEW SECTION

Two decades on,

ANNE MARIE WELSH
For 1HE Nowrs Courry Thves

Nearly 20 years after its
New York premiere, John
Guare’s dazz]mg “Six Degrees
of Separanon remains funmy,
provocative, moving — and
pleasantly disorienting, at
least in the brisk, well-cast
zinger of a produ(.tmn direct.
ed by Trip Cullman and
thoughtfully designed by An-
dromache Chalfant for the
0ld Globe.

Jump-cutting through time,
place and tone, Guare’s come-
dy engages a breathtaling ar-
ray of themes: the role of
chance in human destiny; the
sadness beneath the hollow
striving of wealthy New York-
exs; the corruption of ideals in
the art world; the decline of
Broagdway into shallow specta-
cle; the gultibility of celebrity-
seekers rich and poor; the
gaps between parents apd
children, whites and blacks,
gays and straights, husbands
‘and wives,

The satiric portions of the
play, alate *80s update on Tom
Wotite’s “Bonfire of the Vani-
Hes,” ping with onelmas that
place Guare in the company
of such true wits as Oscar
Wilde and Noel Coward,

Yet the Globe pmductaon
also touches the script’s one
gg’iniﬁx ing, a vibration that

s the play its deeper reso-
nance — and its title. In the
lead role of Ouisa Kittridge,
middle-aged white wife of a
fatuous New York art dealer,
Tony-winner Karen Ziemba
forges a real, wonderfilled
boad with Paul, an enigmatic
black con man. She’s come to
care more for him than for
husband or son because he’s
reconnécted her to — for lack
of a better word — her soul.

Ziemba plays Ouisa a mite
soft-and sweet for the early
scenes of the play; there the
character’s dialogue suggests
a britde, wealth-] Iovmg striver

as unthinking as her anxiety-
driven husband. But as the ac-
tion wvnfolds, the radiant

that won Ziemba

4 Tony for the dance nyusical
“Contact” again serves Her
well, With Cullman’s staging
and Ben Stanton’s malleable
lighting underscoring her
warnith, she projects an em-
pathy for Paul that takes her
back to her youthful dove for
artand for true relatdonships,
uncontaminated by greed, He
rekindles her belief in mys-
tery, and she feels again the
touch of Michaelangelo’s God,
those later scenes of the
play’s §0-minute joy ride, ac-
tor Samuel Stricklernt creates a

BH0T0 COURTESY OF
CRAIG SCHWARTZ

Karen Ziemba, left, and Samuel
Strickien in. “Six Degrees of
Separation” at the Old Globe.

Paul worth knowing - a
bright, gay, energetic outsider
whio, had he been differently
connected, might have landed
far from the Riker's Island
cell where he's being incarcer-
ated at play’s en

Guare took his i inspiration
for the plot from a reai life
hoax perpetrated by David
Hampton, who iz 1983 duped
his way into the homes of vari-
ous rich New Yorkers (they’re
pictured in the Globe pro-
gram) by pretending to be a
friend of their college-nge
children, He w?s commcted

or

“Six Degrees of Separation”
Whm. 7 pan. Sundays, and
8 p.m. Thursd: if

days; 2 .mlsatumays and Sundays;
“Where: Old (obe Theatre, Balboa
Park, Sary

Tickets: $29-$66 (for mature audi-

ences)
Phene: (619) 2345623
Web: wyavtheckiglobe, o

burglary, though not for mali-

dous impersonation. Later, he.

lé)st thef suit he fileg against
uare for “stealing” aspects
of his life for the play.
Harnpton should have been
happy, rather than litigious,
about this serious comedy;
Paul may be a fraud, pretend-
ing to be the son of a movie
star among other deceptions,
but Guare depicts himas the
rebel truth-teller who un-
masks the fakery in others.
Ouisa’s husband, Flan, can
talk soulfully about the (sym-
bolically) two-sided Kandin-
sky in his living room, even as
he scoots nervously about
whispering “$2 million, $2
million” - the money he
must get from his biflionaire
dinner guest so both can turn
an obscene profit selling a
Cezanne that’s come his way.

Thomas Jay Ryan creates a-

Flan whose moods ricochst
with his bank account. He
seems proof positive of one
character’s observation: The
g rich are no different

$% ¥

from the rest of us — fust lv-
ing “hand to mouth on a high-
er plateau”

When Paul interrupts the
meeting of moneybags Geof-
frey with Quisa and Flan, the
interloper claims to have been
wounded and robbed nearby.
Spotting their building, he has
turned to the Kitwridges for
help because he knows their
son and daughter at Harvard.

Paul charms the trio with a
virtaoso monoclogue deserib-

‘Six Degrees stlll potent at Old Globe

mg his stolen thesis on
“Catcher in the Rye. ” He
claims to have decried that as-
sassins modeled themselves
on the defiant Holden
Caulffeld, the Salinger hero
who spots the fakes and
clinbers afl around him. On
and on Paul goes, citing
Samuel Beckett, lecturing his
enthralied hosts on the
“death of the imagination,”

> ‘DEGREES, 18



> ‘DEGREES’

Continged from 17-

and askmg Hwhy has imagi-
. nation become a synonym for
style?”

Stricklen’s - delivery of

’s moxmlogue lacked con-
viction on opening night. But
it’s not so xmuch the intellecra-
al posturing and the tasty, im-
provised meal the character
prepares that seduces these
upper East Sidets-and their
billionaire guest. They fall for
his claim. to be the son of Sid-
ney Poitier because they hope
the son can get them all cast
as extras in the movie version
of “Cats”

Scréwball complications
emerge when friends Larkin
(Donald Sage Mackay) and
Kitty (Keliher Walshy.arrive
with the wonderful news of
their similar future in film,
The few quick, bold strokes
with which Guare creates this
couple and an array of privi-

teged unhappy children are
one of the chief delights of
the play - and this produc-

Hon.

‘Walsh nails the confidentdy
stritting one-upsmanship of
the chulliently wealthy Kitty,
while Mackay creates an
equal absurdity of ber tag-
along husband — until they
learn of Paul’s -deception.
Then in ‘one swift brilliantly
timed. revelation of & possible
affair,: their : relationship
breaks hilariously apart.

‘Other fireworks oceur in
the younger generation — &
gallery of five disaffected
youngsters: who disapprove of
their parents for reasons too
numerous to count, from the
Joss of a pink shirt to deeper
matters,'Sloan Grenz is posi-
tively scary.as the raging son
of a.duped doctor {J ames
Fine). Vivia Font is
good as Tess, the pmnleged
Kitrridge . daughter.  who
learns how Paul got his infor-
mauon ‘about his hapless vic-
nms —and who demands at-

tention in ever-more ouira-

geous ways from parents who

x:;va' gave her the right kind
it.

Also strong Xévin Hoff-
man as the “contemporary
Henry Higgins™ who schooled
Paul in'the care and feeding

‘of the rich, and Joaquin

Perez-Campbell, double cast
as a nude hustler who flees
Paul’s bed and as the inno-
cent Utah transplant who ar-

rives with his girlfriend

(Catherine Gowl) to pursue
Big Apple theatrical dreams.
The young couple’s én-
counter with Paul brings one
of those remparkable shifts of
tene so stunning for audi
ences in this and other Guare
plays such as *The House of
Blue Leaves” and “Landscape
of the Body.” Though some of
the easier jokes 1n“Six De-
grees of Separation” (the
roller skating in “Starlight
Express,” for iustance) have-
become dated, Guare’s inven-
tive dramaturgy and singular
voice refitain freshas ever.

Page 2
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Characters in ‘Six Degrees’ look for middle ground

BY DIANA SAENGER
Contrlbutor- * |
Since someone told Kevin

Bacon in 1994 that he knew

everyone, the Six Degrees of
Separation phenomenon has
become 2 filo, game, organ-
ization and- a play. John
Guare’s Obie-winning ptay
“Six Degrees of Separation”
takes to the stage Jan, 10 to
Feb. 15 at The Old Globe. Di-
rected by Trip Cullman, the
play stars Broadway veteran
and Tony Award-winning ac-
tress Karen Ziemba in the -
the role of Ouisa.

“Six Degrees” is about the

high-class Kittredge family.

who tives in New York City
and works hard at- maiptain-
ing their social status. When
‘ant injured stranger shows up
at their door while they are
entertaining and claims o be
 friend of one of their chil-
dren, they et him in, At first
they are charmed by this
multi-faceted young.-man,
but soon family members are
not only questioning who he
ts; but their own identities
and what they are really all
about.

UCSD  alumni Samuel’

Stricklen plays the role of the
stranger, Paul. His work in-
cludes international and na-
tionial productions as well as
La Joita Playhouse’s “Vic-
tor/Victoria,” “Phantom,”
*Antile Get Your Gur” and
“Tulane Summer.”. Stricklen
understands the challenge
he faces es a jead characterin
what is basically an ensem-
ble piece.

Pgul lives in his own
world and although every-
one atound him has their
opinion about him, he has
no outside eye,” Stricklen
said, “He’s very much the-an-
tagonist and it's fascinating
10 see the effect he has on
others. That's part of the
great thing .about John
Guare, the writer. Because
even though the main play-
ers - Ouise (Karen Ziembal;
Flan (Thomas jay Ryan) and
Paul —are present, there are
so many other charactess in
this play who.may be on
stage for only five miputes
yet there's a small play in
each of their lines, The writ-
ing is that great.”

Working with a large en-
semble cast canbe 4 ¢hal-

“Six Degrees.
of Separation’

lenge for directors, but
Stricklen found Cullman
quite capable.

“He’s one of the most pa-
tient directors I've worked
with and very good: at talk-
ing with “the actors”
Stricklen said. “One of the
best things I've learned
about acting is it's not about
finding things tight there in
the moment but about dis-
covery, and Trdp is open to
actors trying things on their
own. §really trusted his hudg-
ment.”

Stricklen has a good sense
of his charactes, 45 he ap-
peared in a few ¢pisodes of
the 2006 TV serles “Six De-
grees.” Yet he’s still mystl-
fled by the universal theme

of the play.
“It seems that no matter

where you are, there are five

peaple somehow related to
you,” Stricklen sald. “T was

on Fifth Avenue in New York,

and eating next to a'man
who had a 17-year subsceip-
tion to The Old: Globe. He
wanted to know sil about
this show, and we talked for
quite a while,”

That universal theme of
connection runs through
“Six Degrees,” which offers
extreme comiedy as well as
some dark moments as the
story explores elements of
race, class and sexuality.
“Stricklen also firnds 3t full of
magination.

“That's one of the things 1
enjoy about ray character,”
he said. “Paul goes where his
imagination takes him fn his
search. for his place in life. All
of the charactess in the play
ase trying to find the middle
ground in their lives. I think
that's what sudiences re-
spond to in this play — 1o
think . gbout their own
dreams and aspirations and
what they want to do with
the rest of their Hves.”

Thomas ia Ryan (Fian), Karen Ziemba {Quisa) and
Samuel Stricklen (Paud) star in The Ofd Globe's ‘Six De- -
- grees of Separation.’ MAIG SCHWART
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Sidney's Son

They aren’t wealthy, a character says, just
“hand-to-mouth on a higher plateau.”

con,” based on the concept), Ouisa’s both thrilled
by such small-world possibilities and frustrated
“becavse you have to find the right six people
to make the connection.” ’
Paul may not be Poitier's som, but he's be~

italk: two children at Harvard, one at Gro-
ton; a grand Fifth Avenue apartment near
Jackie O's; a couple of Mark Rothkos and a two-
sided Kandinsky on the walls; and, thanks to an

Flan and Ouisa Kittridge verge on having ’

unexpected intervention, they're come a great actor. He can
about to becore milfionsires. s f converse about art with art deal-
the American Dream, Upper East ers, prepare a goutmet dish from
Side version. Flan{ders} and JEFE SAMITH scraps, and even convince upscale

(L)ouisa will be rich enongh to
barricade themselves not only from the outside
world, but also, in John Guace's Six Degrees of Sep-
aration, from within. Their imaginations will
never threaten them again.

Enter Paul, a gay, African-American young
g, knifed and beaten, Somehow he made it
through apartient security. He broke that so-
cial barrier the way Sidney Poitier became the
“Jackie Robinson of films.” Poitier, who grew up
poorin the Bahamas, sat on the shore, Pavl telks
us, and conjured up “the kind of worlds that

New Yorkers be can fand them
roles in 3 filny version of Cats — as husanss
Throughout Six Degress, Guare shams Upper
East Side matecialisoy his funniest shot— Cats
has no bumsn roles — shows them easily duped
and toe-deep shaliow. They aren’t wealthy, a
character says, just “hand-to-mouth on a higher
platean”

A Pygmabion-like friend taught Paul how to
passas upper dass. tonly took Paul three months
to become “the most u@eﬂysmagbt after young
7omn in the Bast” Although he's a quick stady/g

Karex Ziensba, Thomas Juy Ryan in ix Degrees of Separation

Six Degrees of Saparation, by John Guare
Old Globe Theskre, Sim

Sinon Bdison Centre fur the Petfosming Arts, Balbon Park

Divected by Tip Cullmany cast, Karen Zienba, Thomas Jay Ryan, Toy Tort, Samwel Stricklen, Steven
Marzelf, foutin Perer-Cottspbel, Keliher Waksh, Donald Sage Mackay, Vivia Fons, Jordan MeArthur, Kevity
Hoffmanm, james Eckhouss, Sloan Grenz, Andraw Dabl, Catherine Gowl; sceric design, Andramarke Chalfant; cos-

Himes, z_rn:hf Mha!z Fighting, Ben Stantor; sound,

were on the other side” and what he'd “do in
them.” Paul convinces Flan and Ouisa he’s Sid-
ney Poitier’s son, Is he, or bas he found, like
Poitier, ways to thrive in other wodds?

Guare based Six Degrees on an actual event.
“Somebody sent me 2 dipping...sbout a kid,”
nasned David Hampton, “whose hustle was pre-
tending to be Sidney Poities’s son” The fiction
granted Hamipton access to horaes he couddn’t
enter otherwise and from which he stole abun-

nius, Paul’s trapped too. He can only gam
acceptance as somneone else.

At the Old Globe, even whes you know that
Paul’s a fraud, Samuel Stricken plays him well
enough to make you wonder if Sidney Poitier
snight have had an iflegitimate son. Guare stuffs
Paul's dialogue with lectures — about the imag-
ination, drama’s emotionally “paralyzed”
chatacters, & Poitier bio, vickence in Sehng:rs
Catcher i the Rye, Stricken handles these |

Poassl Peterson
Flaying th h February 18; Thursday through Saranday at 8:00 pan. Tuesdog, Wednesday, and Sunday
ar 700 poms, Masiree Soturday drd Susdy at 2200 pom, 619-234-5623,

comedy, farce, infomercial, disect address, dramg,
each tumbling ont of the other -— and how to
bring the script’s 17 characters, maost of them
mmmmeokk,mm
and Cuisa’s three anoth

P and Ouisa’s und ding grows,

Ziemba traces a touching arc from a wide-cyed

comic character fo near-tragic awarensss.
Andromache Chalfant's set starts out posh -~

children. )
The Kandinsky p xg, which hovers over

dantly, What the Kittridges don’t know: Poitier
had daughters bot no son.

Guaze didn’t lnvent the concept, but like: |
Joseph Heller's “Catch-22" he authored 2 pop-~
ular phrase. According to Ouisa; everyone on
earth isonly six people away from everyonie else,

“six‘dugrees of separation” between you, say, and
Kevin Bacon (2 game, “Six Deygrees of Kevin 8a-

patches without becoming preachy (no mean
feat). His best work comes when Pard connects
to the sixth degree and the reai Paul pecks
through the mask.

Guare said Six Degrees should move lke the
wind. Though bis early scenes theeaten to crack
the sound barrier, divector Trip Collman shows
& good sesse of the play’s collage-tke form =

the scene throughout, has two sides: o6 one, Ru-
bik's Cube formmality; the other, says Guare “wild
and vivid” Thomas Jay Ryan's comical Flan, who
tries to keep things “sbstract,” is side one: con-
trofled, formal, with the reality-avoidance
instincts of an ostrich. Karen Ziemba's open,
valnerable Ouisd’s side two (reflected in Emily
Rebholz’s color-burst ). As the play

the Kittridges’ art-rich apartment, with sunken
living room downstage — then separates, ex-
posing Paul's world of graffiti on grime-gray
congcrete, Large sliding doors make the set re-
semble a fortress, though not as impregnable as
Flan would prefer.

Like the Xandinsky painting, the play’s title
cuts two ways, By the end the characters aren’t
just six degrees awsy from potential soul mates;
except for Pantand Ouisa, they’re at least that
far removed fram thir authetitic selves, m
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'S8ix Degrees of Separation' at The Old
Giobe

finsert Kevin Bacon joke here]

By Jenntfer Chung Klam

Posted on Sun, Jan {8th, 2009

Last updated Sun. Jan 18th, 2009

Jennifer Chung Kiam

One of the strange incongruities of 21st century life is that we have
simultaneously become more andless connected with each another,
We send instant messages to the coworker in the neighboring
cubicle. We have 1,273 “fiiends™ in Facebook but few quality
relationships. We Twitter the minutia of our daily lives into the ether,
and hide behind avatars in the online world.

Aot has changed in the intervening years since John Guare penned
“Six Degrees of Separation” in 1990, pre-Google and pre-IMDB,
The playwright presciently tapped into contemporary issues of
identity and connectedness in an increasingly shrinking vet
impersonal world, The play spawned a film starring Will Smith and,
more famously, the Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon game. Even if the
Globe’s current staging doesn’t quite fill out the characters and their
enigmatic and sometimes exasperating relationships. it still boasts a
strong cast in a striking and engaging production.

The play’s title refers to the social theory that suggests “everybody
on this planet is separated by only six other people,” according to
one character. Guare based the play on actual events that took place
in the carly 1980s, when a charismatic young black man conned his
way into the homes and Hves of affluent New Yorkers.

In “Six Degrees,” art dealer Flan Kittredge and his wife Ouisa are
enterfaining their ridiculously weslthy South African friend (Tony
Torn}, from whom they are also trying to extract $2 million for an art
deal.

Then Paul stumbles into their home with a bloody shirt and a story
about being mugged in Central Park. The Kittredges quickly
sympathize and are soon simitten by their young guest, who helps
them lock in the $2 mil and connects with them in a way their own
children have not,

Paul claims not only to be the son of Sidney Poitier, but to know
their kids as a fellow student at Harvard, As it turns out, the
Kittredges are just the latest to be taken in by Paul’s charn and the
possibility of being an extra in the movie version of the musical
“Cars.™

Samuel Stricklen’s Paul captivates his well-heeled targets (and the
audience) with personal stories of Poitier, a dissertation on the
importance of iragination, and his thesis on why the 1D, Salinger
novel “Catcher in the Rye” became a inanifesto for assassins of
celebrities. Stricklen exhibits the character’s duality, exuding
charisma and poise but also betraying a calculating nature and mental
instability.
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The play ultimately focuses on Ouisa, who allows herself to be
alTected by the experience in a way that the others - shallow,

.

egocentric, money-grubbing “starfuckers™ - do not. Through Paul
she sees the empty falseness of her own life, and she resists turning
himn info an amusing dinner anecdote. Tony Award-winner Karen
Ziemba defily delineates Quisa’s emotional are, from ideal trophy
wife hostess to recognizing the pretenses that inform her life.

Thomas Jay Ryan is glibly unaffected as Flan. Joaquin Perez-
Campbell plays a naive neweomer fron Utah who gets seduced and
robbed, while Catherine Gowl plays his wary girlfriend. Actors from
the Globe and USD's training program play the privileged college
kids, overstating the melancholy self~importance of youth, often
humorously if unrealistically.

The music ~ including New Order’s “Blue Monday™ and the, well,
aptly timed “Master and Servant”™ by Depeche Mode — hints at the
1986 setting, while costumes also capture the alternately garish and
bland looks of the *80s,

The theme of duality is suggested most overtly in the double-sided
Wassily Kandinsky painting — one side a dark canvag of geometric
shapes, the other wildly splashed with vibrant colors. Andromache
Chalfant’s set eracks open Flan and Ouisa’s well-manicured and
sterile apartiment to reveal a gritty street scene just outside.

Trip Culliman’s snappy direction speeds through the play’s 90
minutes of literature, art and sociology, and may leave some
audiences vearning for a breath, or deeper characterizations. But

perhaps it makes sense for a play about shifting identities and

tenuous human connections not to linger or delve too deeply.

Dates : Tues.-Sun., through Feb, 15

Organization : The Old Giobe

Phone . 619-23-GLOBE

Production Type : Play

Region : Balboa Park

URL : http://www theoldgiobe.org

Venue : Old Globe Theatre, Balboa Park, San Diego

About the author: Jennifer Chung Klam is an editor at The Daily
Tramseript and a freelance aris and culfure writer.,
More by this author.
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Globe’s ‘Six Degrees’ sheds light on identity through art

Theater Review
By Jenna Long

SAN DIEGO — In our pres-
ent reality of Bernie Madoff
stealing investors’ fortunes
and lay-offs forcing some mid-
dle-class families to line up at
food banks, a play about char-
acters who identify them~
selves by financial worth and
social status seems as relevant
today as it was in 1986, when
the story takes place.

“Six Degrees of Separation”
— now playing at the Old
Globe Theatre — is based on
the real-life story of David
Hampton, a con man who
posed as Sidney Poitier’s son
to receive lodging and short-
lived friendships from vapid
New York socialites.

Paul (Samuel Stricklen)
quickly wins the hearts and
attention of Ouisa and Flan
Kittredge (Karen Ziemba and
Thomas Jay Ryan) and by
claiming he knows their chil-
dren - acknowledged, of

.course, by thetr Harvard edu-

cation -~ becaunse the
Kittredges have no personal
link to their offspring but
blood and money. Really, it
seems the only bond the cou-
ple has between themselves is
money; the single minimally-
intimate moment they share
comes on the heels of actjuir-
ing $2 million for an art deal,
Andromache  Chalfant’s
visually appealing set cleverly
represents superficial wealth
with an array of bright, expen-
sive art that largely consists of
one- and two-tone paintings,
which seem more functional

Theater Review

Continued from Page 34
wondering who's the real
fraud: Paul, a pseudo-
chameleon of identities, read-
ily admits that he believes “the
imagination is merely another
phrase for what is most
uniquely us,” while Flan, the
emotionally-detached  art
dealer, claims he “felt so close
to the paintings,” perhaps
because he shares their flashy
exterior with nothing of sub-
stance underneath the facade.

“Six Degrees” is mostly
enjoyable because the script is
filled with meaningful, engag-
ing dialogue delivered by well-
casted actors who quickly win
and hold the audience’s atten-
tion for an ideal 90-minute
length. The subject matter
stays fresh and moves quickly,
thanks to Trip Cullman’s tal-

for filling wall space than pro-~
voking inspiration.

Ironjcally, the two paintings
of real value to the Kittridges
are a watercolor of their dog
— the only piece not facing
outward as a status symbo} —
and a two-sided Kandinsky
masterpiece looming over-
head, representing the play’s
themes of identity and duality.

“There are two sides to
every story, James Eckhouses
Dr. Fine explains to his son
Doug (Sloan Grenz), who per-
forms the most humorous

ented direction, with just the
right amount of time for view-
ers to get wrapped up in a
good story and then get out
before it gets old.

In making its points, the
production goes slightly over-
board with in-your-face sym-
bolism — as when Paul and
the two-sided Kandinsky
painting simultaneously
rotate. But then again, these
alter egos are vital in repre-
senting the themes of chaos
and control that flow through-
out the play — as identity
becomes not who you are, but
what you can get people to
believe.

“Six Degrees of Separation”
is playing through Feb. 15 at
the Old Globe Theatre.

jeanslong@sddt.com.

Source Code: 20090129tbk

outburst of the show in
expressing his  parental
hatred.

Ziemba’s Oujsa does a
poignaunt job of displaying her
own duality — shifting from a
hilariously manic hostess to a
restless dreamer who starts to
imagine a more fulfilling life
because of what Paul has
shown her,

Ryan’s Flan and Stricklen’s
Paul are played so compelling-
ly, the audience might leave

See Theater Review on 4A
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By CHARLENE BALDRIDGE { Vurace News

Six Degrees'’: from stage to film to stage

Currently on San Diego stages
are two plays by masterful living
playwrights John Guare and John
Patrick Shanley. Both plays were
made into highly successful films,
one of them (Shanley’s “Doubt™)
an obvious Oscar contender play-
ing in local cinemas.

Seen at the Old Globe the
evening of Jan. 17, Guare’s “Six
Degrees of Separation” resonates
differently but no less mightily
than it did when seen nearly two
decades ago on stage and screen.
The 1990 Broadway play led to a
1993 film that first brought young
sitcom star Will Smith to serious
public attention.

The core metaphor of this
dense 90-minute roller coaster of
a play, staged here by Trip Cull-
man in his Globe directorial
debut, is contained in the last
words spoken by protagonist
Ouisa Kittredge about the
Kandinsky work that hangs in
her posh New York apartment:
“The Kandinsky ... it’s painted on
two sides.” Though no solutions
to any of the mysteries presented
in the play are spelled out, this
line ties up everything neatly. Just
as the Kandinsky has two sides,
50 do human beings.

The other key in the Globe’s

dazzling production is handed
over by Andromache Chalfant’s
astonishing scenic design, which
opens up, as a dream might, to
reveal unexplored vistas that
could represent possibilities for a
less proscribed and plastic life for
the awakened protagonist, Quisa
Kittredge.

Ouisa (the magnificent Karen
Ziemba) is married to Flan
{Thomas Jay Ryan), an art dealer
who specializes in selling private-
ly owned masterworks out of

PHOTO BY CRAIG SCHWARTZ
Karen Ziemba as Quisa in The Old Globe’s production of “Six Degrees of Sep-
aration” through Feb. 15 in Balboa Park.

their fancy Manhattan living
room. A wealthy South African
client (Tony Torn) arrives for pre-
dinner cocktails when suddenly
the bleeding and shaken Paul
arrives. He is portrayed by UCSD
MFA graduate Samuel Stricklen,
remembered in numerous UCSD
productions, including Darko
Tresnjak’s “La Dispute.”

Paul, who gets more and more
intriguing, is a young African-

SEE ‘SIX DEGREES,’ Page 12



SIX DEGREES

CONTINUED FROM Page 10

American who says he was vic-
timized in a Central Park mug-
ging in which he lost his luggage
and his wallet. He claims to be a
Harvard classmate of the Kit-
tredges’ children and further-
more, the son of Sidney Poitier,
whom he is to meet the next
morning for breakfast.
Obviously of high intelligence,
Paul cooks a gourmet meal for
the trio of sophisticates. He
speaks intelligently of artists

and then delivers a heady theo-
retical discourse about the novel
“Catcher in the Rye.” Of course
Paul is invited to stay overnight.
The illusion is shattered the
next morning when QOuisa dis-
covers him with a naked male
prostitute (beautiful Joaquin
Perez-Campbell, seen recently,
but not so completely, in “Back
Back Back”).

The Kittredges are not the
only ones in their smart set
duped by Paul, hence the “six
degrees of separation” compari-
son, Over the course of the play,
in direct address and in played-

out scenes, the audience learns
that all is not as it appears in
marital and parent-child rela-
tionships, hence the duality rep-
resented by the Kandinsky,
which is geometrical on one side
and chaotic on the other. The
ensemble of young and older
people is quite impressive, as
are the three leads, but it’s the
set that accompanies one home.

“Six Degrees of Separation”
continues through Feb. 15 at the
0ld Globe in Balboa Park. For
tickets and information, visit
www.theoldglobe.org or call
(619) 23-GLOBE. ©
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Ouisa and Flan Kittredge (Baron Hembs and
Theman Jay Ryan) face an fdentity erists.

Family matter

GLOBE’S SI1x DEGREES NEEDS A
SLIGHTLY SCIENTIFIC TOUCH, BUT
IT'S PRETTY GOOD

BY MARTIN JONES WESTLIN

The wife of the man who once stocd a nasty cough
away from the presidency has said she found some-
thing incredible in compiling family research for a
memoit Lyone Cheney told MSNBC in late 2007 that
she'd learned her hushand and the current president are
eighth cousios, calling the discovery “such an amazing
American story, that one ancestor. .. could be responsi
bledown the family Jines for lives that have taken such
different and varied paths as Dick’s and Barack
Obama.” Further resgarch reportedly shows that
Obama and ex-President Bush ave distantly related, as
well. From this end, both instances serve as incontro-
vertible evidence thatman is indeed descended froma
bunch of frickin’ apes.

Twas rendinded of that inherent ruthupon secing Six
Degressof Separation, John Guare’s take ot the idea that
person A i connected to person B by a trail of six peo-
ple at most, assuming that the two persons don’t know.
each other. The theory dates fo 1967 and has spawned lots
of grass-roots interest, with Guare’s 1990 play and the
movie three years later at the heart of the phrase’s pop-

wlarity The Old Globe Theatre liked the ideasomuch that
it thonght it'd have a go at things--snd while I don't
think the seript thcludes enough sociad science o help
establish a foundation, I eagerly give it up for Trip Call-
man'serisp divection. Amid the madcap nature of itall,
this show could dissolve into a parody of itself, but Cull-
man’s deliberate hand keeps things readable, above-
hoard and pretty damn quirky all night long.

The wayward Paul (Samuel Stricklen) is showt fo
become an insider in an artsy-farisy New York family,
showing up at its doorstep injured and asking for help.
He regales filthy-rich New York art dealers Duisa and
Flan Kittredge (Tony winner Karen Ziemba and Thomas
Jay Ryan} with persuasive tales of his past, specifical
1y those about his famous father. But pretty soon, the sto-
ries diverge and lead everybody involved to doubt his
identity, along with their own. Our lowborn sense of our-
selves, it seems, leads us to create a rash of false iden-
tities and games to elevate our standing in others' eyes,

Such fakery, Guare seems {0 say, is no match for
our closeness and the dilemipas it creates—as one char-
acler says, it’s “like Chinese water torturs that we're 50

close, because you have to find the right six people to

raake the right connection.” Guare introduces a parade
of people to that end, with Cullman holding sway over
every nuance, Hard to believe we're so interconnected
amid such a motley iltustration of personalides, but
Gullman's solid grasp on each inakes us want to believe
i, and Guare’s deft reflections take it from there.

While the six-degreestheory has never been proven,
its clinical origins have fueled a certain curiosity in.
pop culture (actor Kevin Bacon. even launched a website,
Sixdegrees.org, advancing the concept of our interrelat-
edness in the namne of charity). Guare chooses to forgo
that link to sclenge; the characters might have been
better defined if he'd somehow included it in their
reflections. As such, there's a certain “ges-whiz” color
at some intervals that call for guiet sobriety

But Ziemba and Rysan are at their best, and Andro-
mache Chalfant's set is an exemplary blend of the con-
ceptual and theveal. The social scientist in me wanted
more out of this, but his actor-director counterp
liked it just fine, Ea
This reviews based on the matinée performance of Jau.
18.51x Degrees of Separation runsthrough Feb. 15 af The
Od Globe Theatre mainstage, 1863 Old Globe Way, Bal-
boa Park. $25-866, 619-23-GLOBE, www,oldglobe.org

Write to marty@sdeitybeat.com and
edifor@sdeliybeat.com,
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*3ix Degreas of Separation’ 'Six
Degrees of Separation’ John Guare’s
twitchy, deeply layered 1990 comady
getsits San Diego premiere in high
styie under Trip Cullman's direction at
the Globe, Tony-winner Karen Ziemba
strikes the right biend of humor and
regret as Ouisa, who (along with her
art-dealer husband, played by Thomas
Jay Ryanyhas taken in ayoung man
(Samuel Stricklen) claimingto be the
sonof Sidney Poitien lt's acon, but the
¢lash of these characters’ worlds yields
fascinating (and funny) commentary on
identity, race and art. (James Hebert)
The Old Globe, 1363 Ofd Globe Way, Balloa
Park. Through Feb. 18, 619-234-5623, the-
didglobe.ory, $29-568.

‘Beubt: A Parable” "Doubt. Todd
Satovey directs a beautifully modutated
treatment of John Patrick Shanley's
richly ambiguous Pulitzer Prize-winnirig
play: Rosina Reyholds is the heart of a
taut four-person ensemble as Sister
Alaysius; a zealous yet witly Catholic
school principal who suspects the

LAYBILL

genial parish priest of molesting an
eighth-grade boy. Because the play is
set {1964, and the boy is the school’s
first Afvican-American student, "Doubt”
portrays not only individuals in contlict
but America at the cusp of profounc
change. Intimate and understated,

the Rep production wins hands-down
over the recent Hollywood film, San
Diego Reperfory Theatre, 79 Horton
Plaza, downtowr, Through Feb, 8, (619)
5441000, sdrep.org. $25-553. {Janke
Steinberg) Lycetm Theatre, 79 Horton
Piaza, Downtovwrr-Baslamp. Through Feb, 8.
B19-5441000;, sdreép.org. S18-547.

*The Dresser” The DresserRonald
Harwood's bittersweet backstage por-
traitof a Londontheater during the
Blitz has an ace cast to match David
Eltenstein's sensitive direction. The
matchiess Jonathan McMuriry plays a
proud but faltering Shakesperean actor,
and Sean Sullivan is his fervently loval
drasser Wsa funny, affecting and un-
derstated production, with some of the
best acting you'll see on local stages,
(Hebert) North Coast Repertory Theatre,
987 Lomas Santa Fe Drive, Solana Beach.

Through Feb, 8, B58-4811055, northoogs-
tropuorg, $23-845.
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I Theater News

Karen Ziemba to Star in Old Globe's Six
Degrees of Separation

By: Brian Scott Lipton - Dec 8, 2008 - San Diego

Tony Award winner Karen Ziemba will play Ouisa
Kitrredge in the Old Globe's production of John Guare's
Six Degrees of Separation to run January 10-February 15.
The production, which will open officially on January 15,
will be directed by Trip Cullman.

In the play, the Kittredges, an Upper East Side couple,
find a young man claiming to be a college friend of their
children at their front door injured and asking for help.
As their involvement with him takes unexpected twists
and turns, they begin to question not only his identity but
their own.

The cast features Thomas Jay Ryan (Flan), Donald Sage s
Mackay (Larkin), Keliher Walsh (Kitty), Tony Torn Karen Ziemba
(Geoffrey), Samuel Stricklen (Paul), James Eckhouse (© Joseph Marzullo/WENN)
(Dr. Fine), Joaquin Perez-Campbell (Rick/Hustler), Catherine Gowl (Elizabeth), Kevin
Hoffmann (Ben), Sloan Grenz (Doug), Jordan McArthur (Woody), Andrew Dahl (Trent),
Vivia Font (Tess), and Steven Marzolf (Doorman/Policeman/Detective). The creative team
includes Andromache Chalfant (sets), Emily Rebholz (costumes), Ben Stanton (lighting),
and Paul Peterson (sound).

Ziemba won the Tony Award for her performance in Contact and received Tony
nominations for Steel Pier, Never Gonna Dance, and Curtains. Her other Broadway credits
include Chicago, Crazy For You, Teddy & Alice, and 42nd Street.

For tickets and information. call 619-23-GLLOBE or visit www,TheOldGlobe.oro.
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Tony-Winner Ziemba Leads Cast for Guare's 'Six Degrees of

Separation’
Back to the Article

by BWW News Desk

- The Tony
-~ Award-
winning
Old
Globe
presents
the
Pulitzer
Prize-
winning
Six
Degrees
of
Separation

~ Guare
(The
House of Blue Leaves, Landscape of the Body), directed

January 10 - February 15 (press opening: Thursday,
January 15 at 8pm). Broadway veteran Karen Ziemba,
who will play "Quisa,"” won the Tony for the musical
Contact and was nominated for her work in Steel Pier,
Never Gonna Dance and Curtains!. Tickets are available
by calling (619) 23-GLOBE, online at www.TheQOldGlobe.org, or by visiting the Globe Box Office
at 1363 Old Globe Way in Balboa Park.

The Kittredges' lives revolve around the high-stakes world of the New York art scene, where the
appearance of success is everything. One evening as they are entertaining at their Upper East
Side home, a young man claiming to be a college friend of their children shows up at their front
door injured and asking for help. He is a charming young man who enchants the couple with a
home-cooked gourmet meal and regales them with stories of his famous father. As their
involvement with him takes unexpected twists and turns, they begin to question not only his
identity but their own. A hit on Broadway that became an acclaimed motion picture with Will
Smith, Stockard Channing, and Donald Sutherland, this intriguing play probes the allure of
celebrity and the games we play to elevate our own significance.

Samuel Stricklen as "Paul," James Eckhouse as "Dr. Fine," Joaquin Perez-Campbell as
"Rick/Hustler," Catherine Gowl as "Elizabeth," Kevin Hoffmann as "Ben," Sloan Grenz as "Doug,"

http://broadwayworld.com/printcolumn.cfm?id=37394 12/8/2008
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as "Doorman/Policeman/Detective."

The creative team includes Trip Cullman, director; Andromache Chalfant, scenic design; Emily

Moser,
stage manager.

playwright of such plays as House of Blue Leaves, Six Degrees of Separation (which won
London's Olivier Award as Best Play and for which he also wrote the screenplay), Landscape of
the Body, A Few Stout Individuals, as well as his Oscar-nominated screenplay for Louis Malle's
Atlantic City. He won a Tony for his libretto to the musical Two Gentlemen of Verona and was
nominated for a Tony for his play Four Baboons Adoring the Sun and his libretto to Sweet Smell
of Success. His adaptation of His Girl Friday premiered to great acclaim at London's National
Theater. He co-edits the Lincoln Center Theater Review, teaches playwriting at Yale School of
Drama, is a council member of the Dramatists Guild, a trustee of PEN America and received the
2004 Gold Medal in Drama from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. The NYShakespeare
Festival/Public Theater will produce his new play, A Free Man of Color, next season.

Repertory's critically-acclaimed world premiere of Richard Greenberg's The Injured Party. He has
directed numerous acclaimed off-Broadway plays, including The Drunken City and Manic Flight
Reaction at Playwrights Horizons, Terrence McNally's Some Men at Second Stage Theatre, The

Center for the Performing Arts, and Roulette at the John Houseman Theatre. His regional credits
include The Petersons Project and Keith Huff's A Steady Rain at New York Stage & Film, and
Lauren Weedman's Rash at the Empty Space Theatre, Seattle. Cullman trained at the Yale
School of Drama and is an Associate Artist at The Play Company.

Karen Ziemba is making her debut at The Old Globe. ELSEWHERE: Much Ado About Nothing,
Shakespeare Theatre, D.C./Hartford Stage; House And Garden, Geva Theatre; Leading Ladies,
Ford's Theatre; The Three Penny Opera, Williamstown Theatre Festival; The Opposite Of Sex,
Magic Theatre. Broadway: Contact, (Tony, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle Awards); Curtains
(Outer Critics Circle Award, Tony Nom.); Never Gonna Dance (Outer Critics Circle Award, Tony
Nom.); Steel Pier (Tony Nom.), Chicago, Crazy For You, A Chorus Line, 42nd Street. Off-
Broadway: And The World Goes 'Round (Drama Desk Award), I Dot I Do! (Drama Desk Nom.).
New York City Opera: 110 In The Shade, The Most Happy Fella. Tv & Film: The Producers,
Scrubs, all three Law & Order series, The Kennedy Center Honors, and for PBS, My Favorite
Broadway: The Leading Ladies, Gershwin At 100 and Stephen Sondheim: A Celebration At

http://broadwayworld.com/printcolumn.cfm?id=37394 12/8/2008
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By Kenneth Jones
10 Dec 2008

Broadway's Karen Ziemba will play
Ouisa, the rich New Yorker who is
uniquely touched by a con man who
insinuates himself into her circle, in the
new Old Globe Theatre production of
John Guare's Six Degrees of Separation.

Trip Cullman directs the revival, playing
Jan. 10-Feb. 15, 2009, in San Diego.
Opening night is Jan. 15. Ziemba won the
Tony Award for her performance in the
musical Contact and was nominated for
her work in Steel Pier, Never Gonna
Dance and Curtains.

In Six Degrees, according to Old Globe,
"the Kittredges' lives revolve around the
high-stakes world of the New York art
scene, where the appearance of success
is everything. One evening as they are
entertaining at their Upper East Side
home, a young man claiming to be a
college friend of their children shows up at their front door injured and
asking for help. He is a charming young man who enchants the couple with a
home-cooked gourmet meal and regales them with stories of his famous
father. As their involvement with him takes unexpected twists and turns,
they begin to question not only his identity but their own. A hit on Broadway
that became an acclaimed motion picture with Will Smith, Stockard
Channing, and Donald Sutherland, this intriguing play probes the allure of
celebrity and the games we play to elevate our own significance."

Karen Ziemba

12/10/2008
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The cast also features Thomas Jay Ryan as Flan, Donald Sage Mackay as
Larkin, Keliher Walsh as Kitty, Tony Torn as Geoffrey, Samuel Stricklen as
Paul, James Eckhouse as Dr. Fine, Joaquin Perez-Campbell as Rick/Hustler,
Catherine Gowl as Elizabeth, Kevin Hoffmann as Ben, Sloan Grenz as Doug,
Jordan McArthur as Woody, Andrew Dahl as Trent, Vivia Font as Tess and
Steven Marzolf as Doorman/Policeman/Detective.

The creative team includes Andromache Chalfant (scenic design); Emily
Rebholz (costume design); Ben Stanton (lighting design); Paul Peterson
(sound design); and Diana Moser (stage manager).

Guare is the Obie and New York Drama Critics Circle Award-winning
playwright of such plays as House of Blue Leaves, Six Degrees of Separation
(which won London's Olivier Award as Best Play and for which he also wrote
the screenplay), Landscape of the Body, A Few Stout Individuals, as well as
his Oscar-nominated screenplay for Louis Malle's "Atlantic City." He won a
Tony for his libretto to the musical Two Gentlemen of Verona and was
nominated for a Tony for his play Four Baboons Adoring the Sun and his
libretto to Sweet Smell of Success. His adaptation of His Girl Friday

Celetriy buzz_

Brief Ez'c‘;au::g: premiered to great acclaim at London's National Theater. The New York
The Leading Men Shakespeare Festival/Public Theater will produce his new play, A Free Man of
Cue and A Color, next season.
Onstage &
V\‘,‘,fj.";fﬁﬁﬁ Cullman most recently directed South Coast Repertory's critically acclaimed
Insider Info world premiere of Richard Greenberg's The Injured Party. He has directed

: . numerous Off-Broadway plays, including The Drunken City and Manic Flight
Playbill Digital Reaction at Playwrights Horizons, Terrence McNally's Some Men at Second
Multimedia ' Stage Theatre, The Wooden Breeks at the Lucille Lortel Theatre; Dog Sees
Video God and Last Sunday in June at Century Center for the Performing Arts.

Z@
Interactive For tickets and more information call {(619) 23-GLOBE or visit
Polls www.TheOldGlobe.org.
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Playbill News: Old Globe's Six Degrees of Separation, With Ziemba, Opens Jan. 15
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By Kenneth Jones
15 Jan 2009

Broadway's
Karen Ziemba
is Ouisa, the
rich New
Yorker who is
uniguely
touched by a
young con
man who
insinuates
himself into
her circie, in
the OId Globe
Theatre
production of
John Guare's
Six Degrees of
Separation,
opening Jan.
15 after
previews from

Thomas Jay Ryan and Karen Ziemba
photo by Craig Schwartz

Jan. 10 in San Diego.

Trip Cullman directs the revival, playing to Feb.
15. Ziemba won the Tony Award for her
performance in the musical Contact and was
nominated for her work in Stee/ Pier, Never
Gonna Dance and Curtains.
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o
Ziemba Stars in Six
Degrees of Separation

In Six Degrees, according to Old Globe, "the Kittredges' lives revolve around
the high-stakes world of the New York art scene, where the appearance of
success is everything. One evening as they are entertaining at their Upper
East Side home, a young man [played by Samuel Stricklen] claiming to be a
college friend of their children shows up at their front door injured and
asking for help. He is a charming young man who enchants the couple with a
home-cooked gourmet meal and regales them with stories of his famous
father. As their involvement with him takes unexpected twists and turns,

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/125210.html

Entire Sit
advanced search

6

[ PLAYBILL CL

Free Membership
Exclusive Ticket Dist

South Pacific

Christine Jorgense
Reveals

Our Town

God of Carnage

Impressionism

Irena’s Vow

Inked Baby

33 Variations

Becky Shaw

Hair

August: Osage Coi

Shrek

ALSO SAVE ON
BROADWAY'S BES
The 39 Steps
Blithe Spirit

Guys and Dolis

In the Heights
Mamma Mia

Mary Poppins

Pal Joey

Phantom of the Oy
Speed-the-Plow
The Story of My Li
and more!

LAYBII
_RADIO

Streaming Today:
7:00 PM EST

Latest Podcast:
"Blithe Spirit”

PLAYBILL:

Newest features fror
PlaybiliArts.com:

Malissa Barak: &
Return to NYCB

André Previn: A L
Less Ordinary

Click here for more
classical music, oper

2/19/2009



Playbill News: Old Globe's Six Degrees of Separation, With Ziemba, Opens Jan. 15

The Leading Men
Cue and A
Onstage &
Backstage

Who's Who
Insider Info

 Playbill Digital

Multimedia
Photo Galleries

Interactive

Polls
Quizzes
Contests

Theatre Central @

Sites
Connections

Awards Database
Seating Charts
Restaurants
Hotels

FAQs

RSS New! d

they begin to question not only his identity but their own. A hit on Broadway

that became an acclaimed motion picture with Wilt Smith, Stockard
Channing, and Donald Sutherland, this intriguing play probes the allure of
celebrity and the games we play to elevate our own significance.”

The cast also features Thomas Jay Ryan as Quisa’s husband Flan, Donald
Sage Mackay as Larkin, Keliher Walsh as Kitty, Tony Torn as Geoffrey,
Samuel Stricklen as Paul, James Eckhouse as Dr. Fine, Joaquin Perez-
Campbell as Rick/Hustler, Catherine Gowl as Elizabeth, Kevin Hoffmann as
Ben, Sloan Grenz as Doug, Jordan McArthur as Woody, Andrew Dahi as
Trent, Vivia Font as Tess and Steven Marzolf as
Doorman/Policeman/Detective.

The creative team includes Andromache Chalfant (scenic design); Emily
Rebholz (costume design); Ben Stanton (lighting design); Paul Peterson
(sound design); and Diana Moser (stage manager).

Guare is the Obie and New York Drama Critics Circle Award-winning
playwright of such plays as House of Blue Leaves, Six Degrees of Separation
(which won London's Olivier Award as Best Play and for which he also wrote
the screenplay), Landscape of the Body, A Few Stout Individuals, as well as
his Oscar-nominated screenplay for Louis Malle's "Atlantic City." He won a
Tony for his libretto to the musical Two Gentlemen of Verona and was
nominated for a Tony for his play Four Baboons Adoring the Sun and his
libretto to Sweet Smelf of Success. His adaptation of His Girl Friday
premiered to great acclaim at London’s National Theater. The New York

Shakespeare Festival/Public Theater will produce his new play, A Free Man of

Color, next season.

Cullman most recently directed South Coast Repertory's critically acclaimed
world premiere of Richard Greenberg's The Injured Party. He has directed
numerous Off-Broadway plays, including The Drunken City and Manic Flight
Reaction at Playwrights Horizons, Terrence McNally's Some Men at Second
Stage Theatre, The Wooden Breeks at the Lucille Lortel Theatre; Dog Sees
God and Last Sunday in June at Century Center for the Performing Arts.

For tickets and more information call (619) 23-GLOBE or visit
www.TheOldGiobe.org.

The cast of Six Degrees of Separation
photo by Craig Schwartz
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SAN DiEGo UNION-TRIBUNE

January 22, 2009 NIGHT & DAY

SIXDECREES OF SEPARATION Nominated

for a Pulitzer Prize, John Guare's provocative play earned
four Tony nominations. This tale of affluence and deception
stars Karen Ziemba and is directed by Trip Culiman. it runs
through Feb. 15 at the Old Globe in Balboa Park. Tickets are
529-$66 ., CraigSchwartz
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The identity and Imagination of Six Degrees of Separation

1 am four degrees of separation from Albert Einstein [You see, my friend (1)
herfather (2), well, his friend (3) knew Einstein personally (4)]. And | feel only one
degree of separation from our newly Inaugurated President. | mean, | get e-mails
with a subject line that says from Barack Obama. (The campaign has such good
marketing}! So, the concept of Six Degrees of Separation isn't so electyifying as it
was during its 1990 Broadway premiere~—you know, before e-mailand facebook,
wikipedia and evenmost cell phones.

But because the*it's A Small World” theme isn't such a new revelation, we can
look beyond it, to find other gems in Playwright John Guare's work. And as Direc-
torTrip Cullmanknows, thereisagold mine.

Thanks to strong characterization by Samuel Stricklen (“Paul™, the more
prominent themes for our post-internetworld become identity and imagination.
Through Stricklen’s performance, Six Degrees of Separation asks audiences: Who
do you imagine yourself to be? And is there a point, when, if you believe in your
imagination enough, it becomes truth? The old you disappears? {Hey Internet
junkies: Keep trying on new identities, Just build your character and attend a
virtual party)t

Atthe sametime, Tony Award winner Karen Ziemba's stunning performance as
“Ouisa’shows us thereis an extremebeauty in entering someone else's imaginary
world, a beautiful madness, And then, how exciting her life became when she
discoveredhisfacade. All of theirlives became consumed, as they went on aquest
todiscover, whoishe really?

As is often the case, the Old Globe's quality of sets, costuming and casting is
outstanding. | also appreciated the play's witty references to pop culture, classic
literature and art, And if you are a fan of the original 90210, then check out Brenda
and Brandon's dad intherole of“Dr.Fine”(James Eckhouse).

1did have one issue toward the middle of the play. (Here's where my wife says,
“You are such alesbian-activist”) But personally | was annoyed that“Paul"the law-
breaking con-artist just had to be 1. black and then 2. “caught”as a promiscuous
gay. And point blank, I'm tired of the LGBT community and communities of color
being linked to law-breaking. The story would: have worked just as well i “Paul”
had been awhite hetero girlwho knocked on the Kittredge's New York penthouse
door. Although it's possible she would not have been as snappy a dresser, $o, see
the play and when you do, try to identify and imagine“Paul”as any young college
student. Six Degrees'themes have the ability to transcend gender and race.

SIXDEGREES OF SEPARATION
TheOldGlobe Theatre

Now playing throughFebruary 15
Box 0fflce 619.234.5623
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evening as they are entertaining at their Upper
East Side home, a young man claiming to be
a college friend of their children shows up at
their front door injured and asking for help.
Heis a charming young man who enchants the
couple with.a home-cooked gourmet meal and
regales them with stories of his famous father.
Astheir involverment with him takes unexpected
twists and turns, they begin to question not
only his identity but their own. A hit on Broad-
way that became an acclaimed motion picture
with Will Smith, Stockard Channing and Don-
ald Sutherland, this intriguing play probes
the allure of celebrity and the games we play to
elevate our own significance.

The cast of Six Degrees of Separation features
Karen Ziernba as “Ouisa,” Thomas Jay Ryan as
“Flan,” Donald Sage Mackay as “Larkin,” Keli-
her Walsh as “Kitty;” Tony Torn as “Geoffrey;’

10N

Samuel Stricklen as “Paul;” James Eckhouse as
“Dr. Pine,” Joaquin Perez-Campbell as
“Rick/Hustler,” Catherine Gowl as “Bliza-

‘, beth,” Kevin Hoffinann as “Ben.” Sloan Grenz

as“Doug,” Jordan McArthur as “Woody,” Andrew
Dahl as “Trent” Vivia Font as “Tess” and Steven
Marzolf as “Doorman/Policeman/Detective”

The creative team includes Trip Cullman,
director; Andromache Chalfant, scenic design;
EmilyRebholz, costume design; Ben Stanton,
lighting design; Paul Peterson, sound design;
Diana Moser, stage manager.

If You 60 — six pecrees or sepananon
ATTHE OLD GLOBE, 1363 Old Globe Way in Balboa Park,
January 10~ February 15, Call 619.23.GLOBE, or go online
at TheOldGlobe.org or by visiting the Globe box office.

From left, Thomas Jay Ryan-as“Flan,"Karen Ziemba as“Oulsa” and
Samuel Stricklen as“Paul” in The Old Globe's production of Six
Degrees Of Separation. Photo by Craig Schwartz,
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Six Degrees of Separation

at the Old Clobe

A hit on Broadway that became an
acclaimed motion picture with Will Smith,
Stockard Channing and Donald Suthedand,
this Infriguing play probes the allure of
celebrity and the games we play to elevate
our own significance, Beginning at 7
pm. For more information call 819.
234.5623 or go to theoldglobe.org,
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SDJJ | what's gein’ on

by eifern sonduk

# The San Diego
Symphony has a
very special gift

for music lovers
this month — the
Beethoven Festival.
For two weekends
the Symphony will
perform Beethoven
programs,
conducted by Jahja
Ling.

ring in the new year with a
fresh round of entertainment

I's a brand new year, and there’s a new slate of
theatrical offerings on the hotizon, Janvary means
the seturn of the San Diego Opera, and this year
the company has a solid gold season to follow
fast year's triumph. The San Diego Symphony is
launching its Beethoven Festival this month, and
many of the theater troupes in town are shifting into
high gear. The Old Globe unwraps "Six Degrees of
Separation” for its Main Stage and “Since Africa” for
its second stage at the San Diego Museum of Art,
North Coast Rep revives “The Deesser,” and Gygner
‘Theatre presents the Southern California premiere
of “Love Song,” just to name 4 Few of the exciting
plays helping to ring in the new year.

The 8an Diego Opera moves back to the Civic
Theatre Jan, %4 with its stunning season opener,
Puccini’s “Tosca.” Opening night will kick off with
a pre-opera dinner for major supporters, dubbed
“Palazzo Promenade,” in keeping with "Tosca's”
Ttalian theme. After dinner at the US Grant Hotel,
guests will head to the Civic to see “Tosca,”
featuring dynamic Sylvie Valayre and Marcus
Haddock in leading roles. Then it's back to the
Grant for the post-opera gala. If you can't make
the big bash, you can still see “Tosea,” a thrilling
dramatic opera seeped in sex, politics, corruption
and violence, through Feh. 4. Bdoardo Multer wifl
conduct. The rest of the opera season offers plenty
of dramatic thrust and musical highlights. *Don
Quixote” {last seen here in 1969) will bow in on
Feb. 14 for a run through Feb. 22, This new San
Diego Opera procduction stars Ferruccio Furanetto
and Denyce Graves and will be conducted by
local favosite Karen Keltner, According to Adtistic
Director Tan Campbell, “This may be the sleeper of
the season.”

“Rigolerto” is due March 28-April 8. The Verdi
masterwork, with its hit parade of operatic nes,
will feature Lado Ataneli (ope of the world’s top
baritones) in the title role. Benjamin Britten’s “Peter
Grimes” returns from 2 long absence April 18 -
26. Joba Copley will dizect this staging, with the
remnarkable Anthony Dean Griffey in bis signature
role as the doomed fisherman,

“Madama Buttertly” (one of the best loved operas
in the repertory) will take at the Civic May 9-17,

starring Patricia Racette and Carlo Ventre. Even if
you've seen the classic many times, Campbell insists
“we will discover things in Racetie’s interpretation
which are unique.” What a wonderfol way to cap
off a spectacular slate.

As Campbell reminded, “The season is wel
balanced. Three grear classics, a British opera,
which has no equal, and the rarely performed
[nationally, at leass] ‘Don Quixote, which will
surprise many with its incredibly moving story.
‘There's something for everyone, and for those who
have never been 1o an opera, the three great Ialian
works are a good start.”

The San Diego Symphony has a very special gift
for Jocal music lovers this month ~ the Beethoven
Festival. For two weekends (Jan. 9-11 and 16-18)
the Symphony will perform Beethoven programs,
conducted by Jahja Ling. The first concert features
the Triple Concerto, Sympbony No. 1 and Choral
Fantasy. Jeff Thayer will perform on violin, Jessie

The San Diegn: Symphopy: delights music fovers
wikle Hs Bosthoven Festival Jan 811,14 and 16-18;
condusted: by Jahja Ling.
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j Six Degrees of fiegaraﬁn
Jan 10

Chang on piano for the First Symphony,
and the San Diego Maswer Chorale will
sing the Choral Pantasy. The second past
of the Pestival features pianist Anne-Marie
McDewnott a5 guest artist, The program will
include Piano Concerto No. 1, Symphony
No. 4 and Leonore Overture No, 3,

On Jan. 14, the venue changes to
Qualcomm Hall for a Becthoven recital
starring Thayer on violin and Maestro Ling
on piano, along with violinist Jisun Yang,
cellist ¥ao Zhao, and pianist McDermott.
‘The exciting program features Violin Sonata
No. % in ¥ major (Opus 24, Spring), Piano
Sonata No. 14 in C-sharp minor (Moonligh),
and Archetuke Trio Op. 97 {n B-flat major.
What a month for Beethoven aficionadost

Winter Pops has another treat in store
for Symphony sudiences (akhough the
orchestra does not perform for this). On
Jan, 25, the National Acrobats of China will

take over Syephony
Hall for their unique
brand  of graceful

acrobatics and
spectacle.

The Old
Globe's Main

Stage is readying
“8ix  Degrees of
Separation” for a
Jan. 10 opening.
The contemporary
masterpiece is about
an Upper East Side
couple  and  thelr
charming (it
uninvited)  guest.
‘The fascinating plot
is full of ewists and
wrns that become
wore  and  more
disconcerting as the
three-character play
runs its course. “Six
Degrees”  abounds
with indrigning
human insights, but
it's definitely aimed
at mature audiences,
The  Globe's
Arena Stage at the Museom of Art will
unveil “Since Africa™ Jan. 24. The drama
revolves arcund & newly widowed socialite
and her daughter and their efforts to help
a lost boy from Sudan relocate 0 2 major
American city. As the two women become
familiar with the plight of the young man
and his feflow immigrants, their perceptions
of Africa, and their own experience of loss,
are transformed. This moving piece will
entertain audiences through March 8.

The San Diego Rep starts off the year with
the Jocal premiere of a recent Broadway
hit, “Doubt.” A touring production. of the
Pulitzer Prize~winning show stopped in San
Diego last year, but it will be exciting to see
the Rep’s staging of this fascinating parable.
Todd Salovey directs “Doubt,” which is set
to rerain at the intimate Lyceum Space Jan.
10-Feb. 8. You won't just be an observer in

this fascinating drama of uncertainty: Is up
to you to make the final verdict,

North Coast Repertory Theatre's “The
Dresser” offers audiences a behind-the-
scenes look at life in the theater (beginniog
Jan. 14). David Bllenstein directs this double
pottrait of an old actor-manager tousing the
provinces of England, “The Dresser” takes
place during World War I, a3 Gemman
planes carry out the London Bikz. San
Diego favorite Jonathan McMurry will do
the honors in this virtuoso role.

The San Diego Natural History Museum's
exhibition of paintings and artwork by
wildiife artist Robert Bateman is on view
through the end of Janwary. The show
features 50 pieces by this acclaimed artist,
“Tiben: Tmagery by Kenneth Parker” (slated
o remain at the museum through March 1)
showcases Parker's fine-art photogtaphs of
the culture and landscape of Tibet.

The Musgom of Contemporary Ar's
“Human/Nature:  Artists Respond to 2
Changing Planet, a show that investigates the
relationships between natural enviconments
and human culture through modermn ar,
is being exhibited through Feb. 1. But
you'll have to huwy to see “Weighing and
Waanting: 25 years of Collecting” (in honor
of director Flugh Davies' 25 year tenure at
the museum) at the La Jolla facility before it
closes Jan. 11.

‘The Reuben Fleet Science Center recently
opened its newly renovated IMAX Theater,
and s now featurdng tuee films: “Wild
Ocean” (an explosive spectacle about the
vnderwater struggle for survival), “Van Gogh:
Brush with Gendus” (a journey through the
astist’s pine year career, which spawned
some of his most famous paintings), and
“Animalopolis,” a lighthearted and imaginary
look at a variety of animals. The latter is 2
bonanza for the kids. All three IMAX Slms
are settled In through spring.

Visitors to the Fleet can also explore
hands-on exhibitions, such as “Tinkering,”
S0 WATT! An Hhmninating Look at Bpergy,”
the popular *Kid City,” “Aging for All Ages,”
and “Animal Grossology” (which is due to
close Jan, 4). %
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THEATER

The Scarlet Pimpernel, Feb. 12-Apr. 26: With its
moving ballads, hilarious dialogue, daring rescues
and a thrilling sword-fight, The Scarlet Pimperne!
promises to be a feast for the masses. Times/prices
vary. Welk Resort Theatre, 8860 Lawrence Welk Dr.,
Escondido, 888/802-7469. www.welkitheatre.com,
Peter and the Starcatchers, Feb. 13-Mar. 8:
Reveals the wonderful story that precedes J. M.
Barrie’s beloved Peter Pan. Times/prices vary. La
Jolla Playhouse, UCSD Campus, Lo Jolla. 858/550-
1010. www lajollaplayhouse.org.

The Sugar Syndrome, Feb. 14-Mor. 8:
Seventeen-year-old Dani surfs internet chat rooms,
searching for someone who is honest and direct,
What she finds is Tim, o man twice her age who
thinks she is an eleven-year-old boy. For mature

audiences. Times/prices vary. Diversionary Theotre.
858/598-7420. www.moxietheatre.com.
Shipwreckedi Feb. 21-Mar. 15: Pulitzer Prize-
winning ploywright Donald Margulies’ entertainin
new play explores the seductive power of the tall
tale and the desperate need that drives the toleteller.
Times/prices vary. North Coast Repertory Theatre,
987 Lomas Santa Fe Dr., Solana Beach. 858/481-
1055, www.northcoastrep.org.

3 Redneck Tenors: A New Musical
Adventure, Feb. 22: Musical comedy featuring
classically trained veteran artists from Broadway and
world opera stages John Wilkerson, Alex Bumpas,
Matthew Lord and Dinny McGuire. 6 p.m. $25, $40,

$50. Balboa Theatre, 848 Fourth Ave., downtown.
419/570-1100. www.sandiegotheatres.org.

The Threepenny Opera, Feb. 28-Mar.
29: Experience the one-of-a-kind musical that
revolutionized traditional opera. Times vary. $25-
$53. Lyceum Theatre, Horton Plaza, 619/544-
1000. www.sandiegorep.com.

Doubt: A Parable, through Feb. 8: This critically
acclaimed deeply moving drama is a quiet
indictiment of the reverence for righteousness in
American cullure ~— a gripping mystery, rooted in
suspicion. Times vary. $25-$53, lyceum Theatre,
Horton Plaza. 619/544-1000. www.sandiegorep.
com.

The Dresser, through Feb. 8: Magnificent double
portroit of an old actor-manager touring the
provinces of England during the Second World War
and the loyal dresser, who so devotedly serves him.
Times/prices vary. North Coast Repertory Theatre,
987 Lomas Santa Fe Dr., Solana Beach. 858/481-
1055, www.northcoastrep.org.

Music and Memories, through Feb. 8: The "King
of Bling” is backl Starring Wayland Pickard as
Liberace, Times/prices vary. Welk Resort Theatre,
8860 Lawrence Welk Dr., Escondido. 888/802-
7469. www.welktheatre.com.

Six Degrees of Separation, through Feb. 15:
A fascinating and compassionate play probes the
allure of celebrity and the games we play fo elevate
our own significonce. For mature audiences, Times/
prices vary. Old Globe Theatre. 619/23-GLOBE.
www.theoldglobe.org.

Love Song, through Feb. 22: Funny, enchanting
and wonderfully touching offbeat comedy. Times
vary. $22-$38. The Rolando Theatre, 6663 El Cajon
Blvd., Ste. N. 619/337-1525. http://cygnettheatre.
com,

Since Africa, through Mar. 8: The story of a “Lost
Boy” of the Sudan and the two volunteers who try
to help him acclimate to life in urban America.
Times/prices vary. The Globe’s Arena Stage at San
Diego Museum ot Art's James S. Copley Auditorium.
619/23-GLOBE. www.theoldglobe.org.
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ENDURING MUSIC: Los
Angeles Phitharmonie con-
ductor Esa Pelcka Salonen
teams with planist Ensman-
uel Ax on a program of
Mozart and Brahms,

8p.m. mdaﬁ Saturday; 2 pam.

Sunday, Walt Disney onoert Hat,

11 South Crand dvende, Los

Angeles, $17-$147. 323- g50- 2000,
www.laphil.com

FANTASY LAND: Los Ange-

BENEFIGIAL BARBGAIR:
Discounts contiue into the
new year at Knolt’s Berry
Farm, Through Feh, 1, visl-
tors who bring a food dona-
tion for the Orange County
¥ood Bank can getin the
theme park for $22.99, shay-
ing off $20 from the regular
adult admission price
8033 Beach Bivd. T14-220-5200,

BABY BODM: More than 30
baby chicks have been born
£ penguing at SeaWorld
San Diego shuce November.,
Some are on dsplay in the
parl’s Penguin Encounter.
500 SeaWorkd Drive, San Qi&%@,
$65, ages 3-9 §55, 1-900-380-5203

STILL AT IT: The Smothers

http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Repository/getFiles.asp?Style=OliveXLib:LowLevelEntity ToPrintGifMSIE_PRESSENTERPRI...

les Opera present’s Mo-
zart’s *“The Magic Flute”
with a whimnsical design by
cartoonist Gerald Scarfe. 1t
opens 7:30 pam. Saturday,
Through Jdan. 76, 145 North Grand
ve. 108 Ange!es £20-8250,
HE-HT-R00
WWWJGSE’.!}@&!BSGDEF&GOTH

BEW TAKE: Deaf West
Theatre is reviving the
Stephen Schwartz musical
“Plopin” 11 a production at
the Mark Taper Forum that
incorporates American Sign
Language. Performances
begin Thorsday.
!hmbcft Maroh 18 135 N, Grand
fwe., Los Andelss. $20-880.
7138280770,
wernCanter ] heatreGroup.org

Buena Park. waw.knotts.com
BOVES: “Stomp,”
feaburing a cast of efght
dancers making percussion
nursic out of unectvention-
al objects, is at the Orange
County Performing Arts-
Center through Sunday.
730 pam, today and Sziurday; 2
gbrg Saturday; 1 6:30 pam. Sunday.
Yo Center Drive, Costa

Mesa. $20-560, 74-636-7433,

" MOMSSEY TRIBUTE:

Sweet and Tender Hooli-
gang perform 7 pm. Sat-
urday at the House of Bhies.
1530 8. Disnavtand Drive, Anahelm.
.50, T14-778-2583,
wwwilickelmaster.com

Brothers mix muste, come-
dy and sibling rivalry in two
shows at the Calfornia
Center for the Arts,

% .1 o7 Sunday, 0N, Esaondida

h‘d Escondida 800-968-4963,
er.or¢

m;. SAT%?!E John
Guare’s “Stx Degrees of
Separation,” the play that
launched that whole Kevin
Bacon thing, hegins perfor-
mances § p.m. Saturday at
the Old Globe. For mature
audienges.

Through Feb. 15, 136\30&18%0&
Way, San Dig 150
B19-034-587% vmwlheoldi’,icba org
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11 SUNDAY
Emily Albrink. The soprano sings Alban Berg's
Steben fruehe Lieder; John Musta's Penelope;
Modest Mussorgsky's The Nursery; and John
Harhison’s setfing of Walt Whitman poetry titled
Vocalism, Raitt Recital Hall, Pepperding
University, 24255 Pacific Coast Highway,
Malibu, $25. 310-506-4522,
hitp://arts.pepperdine.edu.

“Six Degrees of Separation.” This intriguing
play probies the allure of celgbrity and the
games we play to efevate our own significance.
For mature audiences. The Old Globe Theaire;
1363 Otd Globe Way, Balboa Park, San Diego.
Tues.-Sun. through Feb. 15, $19-$79. 619-234-

5623. theoldglobe.org.
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" events

‘THEATER

*Annie” Broadway San Diego presents this
timeless tale about never giving up hope.
Opens Jan. 9, closes Jan. 11. Civic Theatre,
1100 Third Ave. $20-861. (619 220-TIXS,
www.broadwaysd.con.

“Poubt: A Parable” The San Diego REPer-
tory Theatre presents “Doubt: A Parable,” a
drama with a powerful story. The produc-
tion will feature Rostna Reynolds, Monique:
Gaffney, Amanda Siton, and Doug Roberts.
Previews Jan. 10. Opens Jan 16, closes Feb. 18.
Lyceumn Theatre, 79 Horton Plaza. $29-847.
(619) 544-1000, www.sdrep.org.

“Six Degrees of Separation” Everything
in the Kittredges’ lives revolves around the
WNew York art scene, where the appeasance of
success matters most, A stranger causes them
to guestion thelr identities. Opens Jan. 10,

IT'S A KARD KNOCK LIFE “Annie” is running at the Civic Theatre frow Jan. 9 to

« PHA. MARTIN

closes Feb. 15. The Old Globe, 1363 Old Globe
Way. (619) 234-5623, www.theoldglobe.org.

MusIC

Augustin Hadelich, violinist Program
Includes works by Stravinsky, Telemann. and
Saraste. Flutist Anatolia Miya Evarkion-
Kaky aod the San Diego Youth Symphony
will also pexform. 2:30 p.m. Jan. 11. The ~
Neurosciences Institute, 10640 John Jay Hop-
kins Drive, La Jolla. $5-830. (858) 459-3728,
www.lajollarnusicsociety.org.

Beethoven Festival The San Diego Sym-
phony presents this festival featuring music
director Jahja Ling performing “Moonlight
Sonata,” piano soloist Anne-Matie McDer-
mott performing Plano : arior No. 1 and

Symphony No. 1 and Symphony No. 4. Jan.
9-18. Copley Symphony Hall and Qualcomm
Hall. $20-393. (619) 235-0804,
www.sandiegosymphony.com.

“Tenor is the Night” The Hutchins Con-
sort will perform operatic fare, Broadway fa-
vorites, folk songs and more. 7:30 pom. Jan.
9, The Neurosciences Institute, 10640 John Jay
Hopkins Drive, La Jolla. §15-840. (760} 632-
0554, www htchinsconsort.org.

DANCE

Cabaret Dances Jean Isaacs San Diego Dance
Theater presents this sexy program featuring a
collection of duets and trios. jon. 11, 18 and
25. Anthology, 1337 India St. $15 and up. (619)
$595-0300, www.sandiegodancetheater.org.

ART

“Tibet: Imagery by Kenneth Parker”
San Diego Natural History Mueseum is
pleased to feature fine-art photographer
Kenneth Parker. His shots revolve around
the culture and landscape of Tibet. Through
March 1. San Diego Natural History Museutn,
1788 El Prado, Batboa Park. Free. (619) 255-
0244, www.sdnhm.org.

“The Sculptor’s Hand” The exhibition
displays the work of 13 modern and con-
tempotary sculptors including Eduardo
Chillida, Henry Moore, Martin Puryear,
Mark di Suvero and Atmando Amaya. Opens
Jan. 9, through Feb. 28. Tasende Gallery, 820
Prospect St., La Jolla. (858) 454-3691,
www.tasendegallery.com.

ODDS & ENDS

§1th Annual Juried Motor Car Classic
Vintage and modem cars will be on display.
11 am. to 3 pam. Jan. 11, La Jolla Cove. (619)
233-5008, www.lgjollabythesea.com.

21st Annual San Diego Boat Show For
the first time ever, the show will debut a
“green” area whese boaters can learn how
1o be more environmentally conscious
while on the-water, Jan. 8-11. San Diego Con-
vention Center, 111 W. Harbor Drive. $5-810.
(858) 274-8924, www.sandiegoboatshow.com.
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Friday, Jan. 16

‘Six Degrees of Separalion”
John Guare's Obie-Award winning
play Six Degrees of Separation is an
intriguing, insightful exploration of
celebrity and the games we play to
elevate our significance ~ and it's
playing through Feb. 15 at The Old
Globe Theatre. In the play, the
Kittredges' lives revolve around the
high-stakes world of the New York art
scene, where the appearances of suc-
cess is everything. One evening as
they are entertaining, a charming
young man enchants the couple. As
their involvement with him takes unex-
pected twists and turns, they begin to
question not only his identity but their
own. Tickets range from $29-$68. For
more -information, visit www.theold-
globe.org or call the box office at 619-
23-GLOBE (45623).

Friday, Jan. 16
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January 1, 2009

Tony Award-winner Karen
Ziemba leads cast at Old Globe’s
‘Six Degrees of Separation’

The Tony Award®-winning Old Globe presents the Pulitzer Prize-
winning Six Degrees of Separation, by John Guare (The House of Blue
Leaves, Landscape of the Body), directed by Trip Cullman, will ron in
the Old Globe Theatre Jan. 10 — Feb, 15, Broadway veteran Karen
Ziemba, who will play “Ouisa,” won the Tony for the musical “Con-
tact” and was nominated for her work in “Steel Pier,” “Never Gonna
Dance” and “Cutains!.” Tickets are available by calling (619) 23-
GLOBE, online at www,TheOldGlobe.org, or by visiting the Glabe
Box Office at 1363 Old Globe Way in Balboa Park.



NorTH CouNTY TIMES

January 8, 2009 PREVIEW SECTION

“Slx Degrees of Separation” — The Old
Globe presents John Guare's Pulitzer Prize-
winning play about & charming con artist
who convinces a wealthy Ufpper East Side
couple that he’s the son of a famous film
star opens Saturday and nins through Feb.
15; showtimes, T p.n. Sundays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays; & p.m. Thursdays-
Saturdays; 2 pum. Saturdays and Sundays;
Old Globe Theatre, Balboa Park, San Diego;
$29-566; (619) 234-5623.



RANCHO SANTA FE REVIEW

December 18, 2008 ‘

Old Globe
presents ‘Six
Degrees of
Separation’

The Tony Award®-winning
Old Globe presents the Pulitzer -
Prize-winning Six Degrees of :
Separation, by John Guare (The
House of Blue Leaves, Landscape
of the Body), directed by Trip
Cullman, will run in the Old
Globe Theatre Jan. 10 — Feb. 15.
Broadway veteran Karen Ziemba,
who will play “Ouisa,” won the
Tony for the musical “Contact”
and was porsinated for her work
in “Steel Pier,” “Never Gonna
Dance” and “Curtains!.” Tickets
are available by calling (619) 23-
GLOBE, online at www.TheOld-
Globe.org, or by visiting the
Globe Box Office at 1363 Old
Globe Way in Balboa Park.
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