SAN DIEGO CLIPPING

North County Times
Escondido

North Counfy




SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
SD Union Tribune

NOV 2 & Z0g7

PUBLICEYE
‘GRINCH' ORDERED TO REOPEN

"One Grinch in town is enough,” quipped a
Manhattan judge yesterday in ordering Jack
O'Brien’s Broadway production of “How the
Grinch Stole Christmas!".to reopen, despite the
continuing stagehands strike.

Many of. the children cast as Dr. Seuss!’ Whos

listened to arguments from produc-

" ers ofithe show and. owners of the t, James
Theatre: The: producers had a specxal contract
with the seas 1_show but the theater owners

union‘was ermg to work the- show :
The Broadway “Grlnch" is a souped~ ‘ptver«-

idi-
rected by former La Jolfa Playhouse boss Des
McAnuff and seen hereas a Page to Stage event
earlier thrs year was shut down by the strrke last
week, i

Like 27 other- Broadway shows durmg thrs
busiest week of the:New York theater. season,
“Farnsworth” will not feopen until the strike is
settied, No new tal ks have been scheduled.

~ ANNE MARIE WELSH

o
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“Strike shutters Broadway’s ‘Grinch’

MICHAEL KUCHWARA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Even the
Grinch wants to get back on
the boards.

When talks between strik-
ing stagehands and theater
producers broke down last
weekend, James Sanna, like
everyone else on Broadway,
was watching the negotia-
tions closely.

Sanna is the producer of
“Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch
Stole Christmas! The Musi-
cal.” Of the 27 shows shut by
Local 1’s dispute with the
League of American Theatres
and Producers, “Grinch” —
which premiered ar San
Diego’s Old Globe Theatre 10
years ago — is the only holi-
day show and has a limited
run. It is scheduled to close
Jan. 6. .

“It’s been really difficult
for our show,” Sanna said last
Thursday. “Most of the peo-
ple who buy tickets for our
show are families. They plan
in advance.

“So even the looming

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTO

James Sanna, producer of the
Broadway production of the
‘Grinch’ musical, outside the
closed theater. ,

threat of a strike was hurting
our sales. And obviously, the
strike itself is devastating
when we had seven shows
that were sold out just disap-
@ mm’Hvu

For Sanna, this gloomy
run-up to the holiday season
contrasts sharply with the ap-

pearance of “Grinch” on
Broadway last:season, an en-
gagement that made even
veteran Broadway producers
take notice.

More ‘than 200,000 the-
atergoers saw the musical
during its 11-week run, a run
that produced million-plus
weekly grosses; often on 12
performances;. each week

-rather than the customary

eight for Broadway. The

| show’ total gross topped $15

million.

Because of that success,
“Grinch” planned several 15-
performance weeks this year
~— including a concentrated
eight performances on all-im-
portant holiday weekends
when family theatergoing is
most popular.

“This year, we were track-
ing to do just as well, and
then news of the strike has
really slowed down our sales.
At this point last year, if you
called, it would have been
difficult to get a good ticket.
This year, because we have
had so many cancellations,

> STRIKE, 21
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Continued from 15

there is a great opportunity
for families who want to see
n@gﬁﬂ\_ﬁu b33

Sanna, now in his early
40s, has been executive pro-
ducer of the Radio City
Christmas Spectacular, so he
knows the power of a holiday
show.

“But it got to the point
where I wanted to do some of

“my own shows,” he said, and

formed his own company
called Running Subway.
“A lot of people in the en-

tertainment industry just use .

b2

their name,” Sanna said.
“What I wanted to say was ...
‘We’re a New York-based com-
pany but if we do things right,
you sort of don’t notice us.
We’re underground, and
we’re really not the stars. It’s
the properties that are the
stars, not the producer.”
“James understands the
family audience — what they
want and how to market to
them,” said Nancy Coyne,
head of Broadway advertising
agency Serino Coyne Inc.
“His years at Radio City and
then Madison Square Garden
gave him hands-on experi-
ence that resulted in the
Grinch’s enormous success
last year. The number and
schedule of performances is a
crucial element in a seasonal
property’s ability to make
money and James has per-
fected the formula. Nothing

short of a strike could have
stopped him.”

The stagehands walked off
the job Nov. 10 in a contract
dispute that has focused on
how many stagehands are re-
quired to open a Broadway
show and keep it running. A
second round of negotiations
between producers and the
stagehands union broke down
on Sunday and nearly all
Broadway performances were
canceled through Thanksgiv-
ing weekend.

Sanna said “Grinch,” di-
rected by Old Globe artistic
director Jack O’Brien, was al-
ways a title he knew would
have a lot of appeal — “be-
cause it’s such a heartwarm-
ing story about redemption,
which is the best message
possible at Christmas.

“As a kid, I loved Dr. Seuss
— specifically the ‘Grinch’
(which) was a real touchstone
around the holidays for me,”

_he said.

“I thought, “Wouldn’t it be
fantastic if we could do that
on Broadway?’ Our whole
thought was we could estab-
lish a tradition on Broadway
for families with a holiday
show. And that’s what we’ve
attempted to ... achieve.”

It was Sanna who super-
vised the enhancement of a
version done at the Old
Globe, the addition of new
songs and expansion of the
book. )

“We wanted to.do a family
show that was the full Broad-

way experience.”
A
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Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas: The
Musical

(St. James Theater; 1,786 seats; $111.50 top) A Running Subway presentation, with EMI Music Publishing,
Michael Speyer, Allen Spivak, Janet Pailet, Amy Jen Sharyn, Maximum Entertainment, of a musical in one act
with music by Mel Marvin, book and lyrics by Timothy Mason, based on the book by Dr. Seuss. Additional
music and lyrics by Albert Hague and Dr. Seuss. Original production conceived by Jack O'Brien. Directed by
Matt August. Musical direction, Joshua Rosenblum. Choreography, Bob Richard. Original choreography, John
Del.uca.

The Grinch - Patrick Page
Young Max - Rusty Ross

Old Max - Ed Dixon
Cindy-Lou Who - Athena Ripka

By MARK BLANKENSHIP

It's still no masterpiece, but "Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas: The Musical" has improved.
New songs and some welcome recasting add a dash of substance to the kid-friendly tuner, now in its second
holiday engagement on Broadway.

Unsurprisingly, the strongest bits from last year's production return intact. As the Grinch -- that green,
misanthropic meanie who wreaks havoc on his holiday-loving neighbors, the Whos -- Patrick Page still charms.
His vamps and snarls have gotten sharper, and he finds new softness in the scenes where little Cindy-Lou Who
(Athena Ripka, at the perf reviewed) loves him in spite of his skullduggery.

Rusty Ross has been with the tuner since its original run at San Diego's Old Globe, yet his work as Young Max,
the Grinch's pooch sidekick, remains energetic. He doesn't pander to the tykes in the crowd, but instead opts for
honest feeling over hammy antics.

However, Ross and Page's singing voices were notably ragged on press night, which doesn't bode well for the
show's demanding, 13-perfs-a-week schedule.

http://www.variety.com/ index.asp?layout=print_review&reviewid=VE1117935368&categ... 11/9/2007
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At least Ed Dixon can pick up the vocal slack. Playing Old Max -- a role John Cullum yawned through last year -
- he sings and acts with avuncular warmth. And he seems to enjoy his costume, which pairs a smart cardigan with
ears, paws and a surprisingly agile tail.

Dixon gets a boost from a revised frame story. Instead of being a simple narrator, Old Max is now a weary
traveler, taking a final look at his memories before he literally picks up his bags and heads on his way. His gentle
melancholy -- also expressed in the sturdy new ballad "This Time of Year" -- provides a dash of emotional depth.

As for the Whos, they're still essentially generic, though songwriters Timothy Mason and Mel Marvin do give
them more business in an upbeat new number called "It's the Thought That Counts." Choreographer Bob Richard
crisply stages the ode to reducing holiday stress, sashaying a line of actors around brightly colored Who-presents
and Who-stores.

Costumer Robert Morgan also deserves credit for crafting the oddly shaped Who-clothes -- many of the outfits
resemble Christmas ornaments -- that actually allow the actors to dance.

Director Matt August maximizes the move from the cavernous stage of the Hilton Theater to the more intimate
St. James stage. Whereas last year's ensemble darted around to fill the space, this troupe has the freedom to
interact. The resulting stage business makes the background feel more specific and alive.

Yet despite these touch-ups, Mason's writing is still largely uninspired. His stabs at Seussian rhymes remain
awkward, and his book retains some glaring errors. For instance, when the Grinch dresses as Santa to steal
Christmas, he also disguises Young Max as a reindeer, tying a single antler on his head. Yet over and over, the
script refers to Max's "antlers." Couldn't someone correct the script and eliminate the plural noun usage?

And couldn't someone help Old Max's new storyline end coherently, instead of having him wander off 10
minutes before the final number? It's as if Mason forgot to finish what he started.

Kids, of course, aren't likely to notice dramaturgical foibles, and the show will probably please family crowds.
But this season's version should be considered a solid step forward, not a final draft. With: Caroline London,
Aaron Galligan-Stietle, Tari Kelly, Darin De Paul, Jan Neuberger, Jordan Samuels, Johnny Schaffer, Katie
Micha, Sami Gayle, Sky Flaherty, Andy Richardson, Janelle Viscomi, Jahaan Amin, Hunter Bell, Janet
Dickinson, Carly Hughes, Josephine Rose Roberts, William Ryall, Jeff Skowron, Brianna Gentilella, Michael
Hoey, Marina Micalizzi, Simon Pincus, Tianna Jane Stevens, Julictte Allen Angelo, Caitlin Belcik, Joseph
Harrington, Jillian Mueller, Jacob Pincus.

Sets, John Lee Beatty; costumes, Robert Morgan; lighting, Pat Collins; sound, Acme Sounds Partners; wigs,
Thomas Augustine; make-up, Angelina Avallone; puppet design, Michael Curry; special effects, Gregory Meeh;
orchestrations, Michael Starobin; music coordinator, Seymour Red Press; production stage manager, Daniel S.
Rosokoff. Opened Nov. 9, 2007. Reviewed Nov. 6. Running time: 1 HOUR, 20 MIN.

Read the full article at:
http:/f'www variety .com/story.asp?i=storv&r=VE1117935368&c=33

Like this article? Variety.com has over 150,000 articles, 40,000 reviews and 10,000 pages of charts. Subscribe
today!

http:/fwww.variety com/emailfriend

or call (866) MY-VARIETY.

Can't commit? Sign up for a free trial!

http://www.variety.com/emailfriend

© 2007 Reed Business Information
Use of this Website is subject to Terms of Use. Privacy Policy
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Bein' Green: The Grinch Opens on Broadway Nov.
9

By Andrew Gans By Kenneth Jones
09 Nov 2007

The return Broadway
engagement of Dr. Seuss' How
The Grinch Stole Christmas! -
The Musical, starring Patrick
Page as the grumpy hermit
whose heart is "two sizes too
small,” officially opens at the
St. James Theatre Nov. 9.

The limited run continues
through Jan. 6, 2008,
Previews began Nov. 1.

The cast also features Ed
Dixon as Old Max, Rusty Ross
as Young Max, Darin DePaul
as Grandpa Seth Who, Aaron
Galligan-Stierle as JP Who,
Tari Kelly as Mama Who,
Caroline London as Cindy Lou
Who, Jan Neuberger as
Grandma Who and Athena
Ripka as Cindy Lou Who.

The Citizens of Whoville
include Jahaan Amin, Juliette
Allen Angelo, Hunter Bell,
Janet Dickinson, Sky Flaherty,
Eamon Foley, Sami Gayle,
Brianna Gentilella, Amy
Griffin, Joseph Harrington, Michael Hoey, Carly Hughes, Kurt
Kelly, Liesl Jaye, Jess Le Protto, Marina Micalizzi, Katie Micha,
Jillian Mueller, Andy Richardson, Josephine Rose Roberts, William
Ryall, Jordan Samuels, Johnny Schaffer, Jeff Skowron, Tianna
Jane Stevens, Heather Tepe and Janelle Viscomi.

Patrick Page is The Grinch.
Paul Koinik

The musical is based on Theodore Geisel's classic book, which is
currently celebrating its 50th anniversary.

Running Subway Productions and Tony Award-winning director
Jack O'Brien present the second Broadway engagement of the
holiday-hating Grinch. The musical runs approximately 90
minutes.

Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas! — The Musical,
according to press notes, is narrated by Max the Dog, who relates

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112616 11/9/2007
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"the Grinch's fiendish plan to steal Christmas from the holiday-
loving Whos. However, the Grinch soon discovers there's more to
Christmas than he bargained for." The show includes the songs
"You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch" and "Welcome, Christmas,"
which are heard in the animated version of the Seuss classic,
which is aired annually on television. Broadway composer Albert
Hague (Plain and Fancy, Redhead) penned the music to the TV
songs, which had lyrics by Seuss.

The rest of the show's score is by Mel Marvin and Timothy Mason,
The 2007 staging includes two new songs ("It's the Thought That
Counts" and "This Time of the Year") not heard last year, plus
some re-imagined scenes since 2006.

How the Grinch Stole Christmas — The Musical was presented at
San Diego's Old Globe Theatre under the direction of Jack O'Brien
with choreography by John Deluca. It has played to critical
acclaim and sold-out houses for the past decade. In fact, the
Globe will present its 10th anniversary production of The Grinch
Nov. 25-Dec. 30.

Matt August again directs the Broadway run with choreography
by John DelLuca. The creative team also includes Bob Richard (co-
choreographer), John Lee Beatty (scenic designer, whose set is
new for this engagement), Pat Collins (lighting designer), Robert
Morgan (costume designer), Michael Curry (puppetry), Joshua
Rosenblum (musical director and vocal arranger), Acme Sound
Partners (sound designer), Michael Starobin (orchestrator), David
Krane (dance music arranger), Gregory Meeh (special effects
designer), Angelina Avallone (makeup designer) and Thomas
Augustine (hair/wig designer).

The St. James Theatre is located in Manhattan at 246 West 44th
Street. Tickets, priced $25-$111.50, are available by calling
(212) 239-6200 or by visiting www.telecharge.com. Group tickets
are on sale by calling (800) 223-7565; for more information visit
www.grinchmusical.com.

The cast of this er‘s Dr. Seuss' How The Grinch Stole Christmas! — The Musical at the St.

James Theatre.
photo by Paul Kolnik

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112616 11/9/2007
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PLAYBILL ON OPENING NIGHT: Dr. Seuss' How
the Grinch Stole Christmas! The Musical — Lean,
Mean and Green

By Harry Haun
12 Nov 2007

For the second time in as
many days, a green-skinned
monster invaded Broadway:
Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch
Stole Christmas! The Musical
bowed at the St. James on
Nov. 9, one day after its
previous Broadway home (the
Hilton) was taken over by that
rampaging mass of used body
parts Young Frankenstein,
stitched together and struck
with lightning.

"Struck” turns out to be an
unfortunate choice of word.
Ten hours after its opening-
night party at the Tropic Zone
at Seventh and 49th Street, it
became How the Stagehands
Stole the Grinch. Its 11 AM
Saturday matinee was the first
show not to go on because of
the walk out by Local One, the
stagehands union, that
shuttered 27 Broadway
houses. And because this
limited-run musical is on a 12-
to-15-performance week
(almost twice the normal
performance schedule for
Broadway shows), it stands to
lose the most from the strike.

Weather-wise, it was also a
rough re-entry to the Main
Stem. The heavens parted and
pounded the re-premiere with
driving rain, much like the
torrential dousing that greeted
the Grinch when he first got to
Broadway 364 days
previously. Can this be the
traditional welcome?

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112708
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Although producer James
Sanna is plainly hoping his
Grinch will become a yearly
event here — and is talking of
road-company forays into
places like Boston and Los
Angeles at the same seasonal
time — the cited reason for
this season’s reprise is to
celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Dr. Seuss' classic children's
book, now a staple on the Kid
Lit reading list. Sanna pointed
out this little publishing
footnote in his introductory
remarks on stage, then
introduced Teri Hatcher — a
desperate housewife "and also
a proud mom" — to read us
into the show with a few
pages from the original text.

Hatcher, wearing low-cut fire-
engine red and surrounded by
a gaggle of young'uns, began
personally with, "Emerson,
this is for you," and we were
off to a color-coded holiday
conflict of red states (the
Christmas-crazy citizens of
Whoville) versus green states
(The Grinch, a lone, lonely
holdout who hates all that
cloying good-will-to-men stuff
and relieves Whoville of its
Christmas presents).

Robert Redford, no less,
made the Broadway opening last year — his first since 1963
when he opened in Neil Simon's Barefoot in the Park. (Why this,
you ask? His actress-daughter, Amy Redford, is engaged to the
show's director, Matt August.) The opening-night star-power
this year was markedly down; mostly, it was a matter of family
outings. M. Butterfly's Tony-winning B.D. Wong and agent
Richie Jackson brought the daughter they adopted. Shubert
prexy Phil Smith treated his grandkids, Campbell and James
Phillips, and their parents, Linda and Martin Phillips, to this
delicious bonbon. First-nighters (so far, technically, only-
nighters) saw a leaner show this year — the result of a year of
rethinking and retooling — but almost half of the faces were
familiar. Of a cast of 39, 18 are returnees, girded and ready to go
after last year's record of 12 performances a week. First and
foremost is Patrick Page, who now officially owns the title role.
"He's very, very close to my heart," Page admitted. The Grinch
that he pitches at us is a gleefully disagreeable old grouch so full
of epicene overreach, mincing menace and throaty theatricality
you start to suspect under all that green war-paint lurks
Kathleen Turner. He is a perpetual pyrotechnic display. Being a
five-year Lumiere no doubt helped. And also: "Some of the
character is based on the Grinch cartoon, the way the body
moves in the cartoon, and some of it is based just in animal

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112708 11/13/2007
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work, like with apes and
reptiles." This would be exhausting work eight times a week, let
alone 15. "So far, I haven't missed any performances," he
beamed. His secret: "I do at least 45 minutes of stretching every
day. I do about a half-hour of vocal warmups because the
growliing and shouting and all of that. I have physical therapy
twice a week, I have acupuncture and massage once a week, and
I have a chiropractor three times a week. I have a lot of people
helping me." The theatre helps as well: "The St. James is an
amazing house to play. I must say, as much as I enjoyed doing
the show last year at the Hilton, there is an enormous difference
here in your ability to play the audience." (Opening-night late-
comers got a severely sinister glower; one shudders to think
what will happen if a forgotten cellphone goes off.)

His wife, actress Paige Davis (that's right: in real life, she'ss
Paige Page), returned from a national tour of Sweet Charity in
time for her husband's return to Broadway. Her next stop will be
resuming her hosting duties for "Trading Spaces," a reality series
for cable. Also returning to the show is Rusty Ross, who plays
The Grinch’s dog, Young Max. There is also an Old Max (this year
Ed Dixon, last year John Cullum) who narrates this tale of The
Grinch’s Christmas raid on Whoville. In the new and improved
edition, they even get to interact in song. "It's near the beginning
of the show, a duet we do called 'This Time of Year," said Ross,
"and it sets up the idea that we're the same character. We call it
'a soft-paw number.' It's like a soft-shoe, but we're dogs so it's a
'soft-paw."

"I think the opening number with the two dogs just starts the
show off on the right magical note," opted Jan Neuberger,
who's back swinging her F. A. Who Schwartz shopping bag as
dotty Grandma Who. "The other new song in the show is the
shopping number, 'It's the Thought That Counts.' It's totally
different from what we did before."

That song, like others in the show by composer Mel Marvin and
lyricist-book writer Timothy Mason, is small-fry-friendly —
melodic and accessible — and this particular one, said director
August, is part of the show that has been reworked from the
ground up: "There's a middle section of the show where The
Grinch steals costumes to disguise himself as Santa Claus that is
entirely new. Bob Richards has choreographed what is basically
a six-minute production number for this new song. We have kept
most of the songs in the show. We cut down the kids' song,
'Whatchama Who,' so that it's a little bit shorter — not much, but
it has much more focused choreography in the new version.” The
director's director is twice-Tonyed Jack O'Brien, who started
turning The Grinch into a Broadway song-and-dance man a
decade ago at the The Old Globe and has kept a supervisory eye
on the project ever since. When it finally developed that the show
would make it to the Main Stem last year, O'Brien’s plate was
already full-to-overflowing with The Coast of Utopia so he
assigned assistant August to bring 'er in. It was O'Brien, who
retains the credit-line "Original Production Conceived and
Directed by," who regrouped the show's creators to tinker with
the show some more after its initial pass at Broadway. "We sat
down with Jack O'Brien and thought very seriously about the
storytelling involved in the show," recalled composer Marvin. "We
felt we had to do more to develop the characters of the Whos and
more to develop the beginning of the show of the two dogs so

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112708 11/13/2007
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that the whole thing got a
little deeper. And that was what it really was born from — just
thinking about how to tell the story, which is how you write
musical theatre."

O'Brien is pleased with the results. "We keep learning now about
New York and what it wants. There were some trims I wanted to
make. I'm excited about how it came back."

Right now he's in the happy position of being between hits —
fresh from the successful London launching of Hairspray with
Michael Ball in Harvey Fierstein's housedress ("I thought they
were going to kill us over there. They love it. Who knew?") and
getting ready for Catch Me If You Can ("That's the Hairspray
alumni — Marc Shaiman, Scott Wittman, Jerry Mitchell —
plus Terrence McNally. We've got a workshop coming up.™)

O'Brien figures this is John Lee Beatty's fifth set-design for
Whoville in the ten years they've been doing it (it won't be his
last if the show multiplies into national companies). "I know why
Young Frankenstein loved that large space at the Hilton,”
sighed Beatty. "I had to lose about 15 feet of space backstage
when I redesigned our show for the St. James. But it's amazing
how much you can cram backstage. It's still difficult, though."
Currently, he's Dancing in the Dark. That's the new title for the
stage version of the Fred Astaire-Cyd Charisse movie of 1953,
"The Band Wagon." It will try out at the Old Globe in March,
under the direction of The Color Purple's Gary Griffin. The plot
zigzags between 1952 and 1933 "so," said Beatty, "a designer
has his work cut out for him."

William Ryall, another returnee, stands tall among the Whos —
in fact, tallest — but doesn't have a lot of lines. He's the
designated understudy for Old Max as well as — God forbid —
The Grinch (although he has played that part on Broadway
before: the Grinch he played in the original Seussical of 2000-
200! was close to a cameo).

New, this year, to the Whos is Hunter Bell, who was not cast
because of his flaming red hair. (He wears a wig, but the real hair
must have made a pow impression at the audition.) His
character, he claimed, "is Palm Springs Who. He's one of the
many Whos in Whoville celebrating Christmas. It's a thrill to work
on this show, an absolute joy." This is said with exactly the same
wide-eyed childlike wonderment he summons on stage. "I didn't
do it last year. This is my first year in Whoville, and it's my
Broadway debut. And what a place to do it — at the St. James!
There's such a history in that building. What Jack and Matt talked
to us about through the whole process — what the whole idea of
doing this show is: Kids today have play stations and they have
TV and they have iPhones and TiVos and Divos — and Jack and
Matt wanted to create a show for young kids to come see that
would have an impact on them, the way you and I saw things as
a kid that had impact on us. I think they're wildly successful at it.
I'm proud to be a part of it."

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112708 11/13/2007
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The cast of How the Grinch Stole Christmas takes it
photo by Aubrey Reuben
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From Top: Patrick Page; Jack O'Brien;
Joshua Rosenbaum, Jan Neuberger and
James Sanna; Rusty Ross; Hunter Bell;
David Brooks and William Ryall; John

Lee Beatty; B.D. Wong
Aubrey Reuben

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112708 11/13/2007
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‘Nutcracker, ‘Grinch’ and other holiday
shows are offerings that help sustain
arts groups for the rest of the year

8y Valerie Scher
CLASSICAL MUSIC CRITIC

or performing arts or-
ganizations, seasonal
offerings such as "The
Nutcracker,” “Messiah”
and "Dr. Seuss’ How The Grin-
ch Stole Christmas!” are gifts
that keep on giving. As they
warm hearts, they also heat up
{he box office, creating holiday

cheer in the form of cash.
So this ime of year, green
is more than a traditional
Christmas color. Green means
money, as in tickel revenue.
“Holiday productions have
become increasingly inportant
around the country for the
ability to connect the art form
and organization to the wider
public as well as the ability to
generate needed income lor

our institutions,” says Louis G.
Spisto, executive director of the
Old Globe, which presents the
Dr. Seuss-inspired “Grinch.”
Now in its 10th season,
“The Grinch” is a monster of a
holiday show, with 48 perior-
mances this year and an annual
gross of about §1 million. That
dwar(s the income gener-
ated by local nonprofit groups
including the San Diego Sym-
phony, San Diego Chamber Or-
chestra and California Ballet.
How much money they all
clear — if they clear any at all
— varies greatly, depending op
the cosl of the individual pro-
ductions. Whatever they make,

i .

the Gnancial reward is as wel
come as a visit from Santa

it's also highly reliable, A hit
production can run year after
year, entertaining generations
of performance-goers and
helping fund everything from
riskier ventures to tickets for
youngsters wha couldn't oth-
erwise afford (o attend pertor-
mances.

‘NUTCRACKER' MADNESS
Nowhere is the holiday cash
connection more important
than at California Ballet, cur-
rently in its 40th anniversary
season. It's one of @ variety of
tocal *Nuts,” served up by such

Y i

Ballerina Cassandra Lund portrays the gravity-defying Dewdrop in Calif
Nutcracker (feft). The San Diego Chamber Orchestra’s Jung-Ho Pak co!
“Messial'’ (above). And Kevin Bailey,
the Old Glabe's production of "Dr. Seuss’

companie: City Ballet of San
Diego and San Diego Ballet

Budgeted at about 350,000,
California Ballet's "Nutcracker”
is expected to clear as much
a8 $ 140,000 for the [4-perfor
mance engagemnment consisting
of four performances ¢
this month at the Poway Cen
ter for the Perforining Arts
and 10 performances hrough
Dec. 23 with the San Diego
Sympbony at downtown’s Civie
Theatre.

Thar wil] pay the major pro- |
duction costs for the rest of the
company’s season, which

s£E Season, E6

as the Grinch, joins James Royce Edwards,
How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” (below).

HOLIDAY SHOWS,
THE ROSTER

ornia Ballet

Caitfornia Bal

at7pm, Dec,

and 5:30 p.m;;

O1d Globe The

theoldgiobe.o

Friday at 7.30

Jolta; next Sur

Bivd.. Tickets/
for Friday and

"The

nducts a barogue-style
as Young Max, in

fiet's “The

Mutcracker”: Saturday at 230
p.m, and 8 pam., next Sunday at
1p.m. and 5:30 pum., Dec. 2024

22at 230 pm.

and & p.n., and Dec. 23 at 1p.am.

Civic Theatre,

1100 Third Ave., downtown,
Tickets/information: (858) 560~
6741 or californiabaltel.org.

The Oid Gishe's *Dr. Seuss’
How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!™: Continues
through Dec. 30 at the

atre, Balboa

Park (times vary). Tickets/
information: (619) 23-GLOBE ot

rg.

San Dlegd GHamber
Orchastra's “Messlai’:

p.n. at Selana

Beach Preshyterian Church,
120 Stevens Ave.Sotana Beach;
Saturday at 7.30 puam. at S,
James by-thz-Sea Episcopa
Church, 743 Pros

nday al 2 pam.al

California Center for the Arfs,
Escondido, 340 N. Escondido

information
Saturday

performances: (858 350-0290
or sdco.org. For next Sunday’s

Escondido performance (800)
9RE-4253 or artcenterong.

San Diege Symphony's
holiday programs: Beethover's
Symphony No. 9, today at 2
p.m; Holiday Pops, Dec19-20

al 7:30 p.m, Dec. 2122 at 8
pan,, Dec, 22 at 2 ., with
Family Festival version Dec.

23at2pm. Al
Copley Sympt

Leoncerts al
wony Hail. 750

BSL, downiown, Tickets/
information: (419) 235-G804 or

sandiegosyn

NGN.COM,
~ ALERIE SCHER
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Shows serve as
an introduction to
the arts for kids

includes “Cinderella” and other
reperioire in March,

" ‘The Nuteracker is really
important,” says founder-direc-
1or Maxine Mahon, “It’s essen-
tial to the financial stability of
the company.”

Mahon vividly recalls the

- struggle involved in paying for
“Nutcracker” scenery in the
early 1970s. At the time, she
and her husband owned coin-
operated carwashes and used
some of the cash for the new
hallet production.

“We had no investment
money — we were paying for
sets with bags of quarters,” she
remembers. “We'd go to buy
things and say, ‘Can we pay for
the clock with this?”

California Ballet stilt uses
the same prop clock (which
has been repainted several
times), Mahon's father-in-aw
made one of the sleighs. When
the carwashes were sold, the
modest profit helped pay off
(]}\e sets for the Tchatkovsky
classic.

California Ballet's full-
length production premiered
in 1971, with excerpts dating
back to the troupe’s inaugural
season. From those humble
beginnings, the company’s

“Nuteracker” has grown into
the biggest version in the San
Diego area, with a rotating ros-
ter of 160 performers that in-
cludes company members and
students from its school. ages
four to 14, plus accomplished
visiting soloists.

Yet the popular production
can't eliminate the company's
long-standing debt, which now
runs about $500,000. And it
can’t pay for the holiday pres-
ent Mahon would dearly love
— colorfil new sets and cos-
tumes that would cost between
$750,000 and 81 million,

Still, there are some satisfac
tions money can't buy.

“We have generations of
{farnilies coming to our ‘Nut-
cracker,' " says Mabon, whose
grandsons Aubrey Palhegyi,
11, and his younger brother
Lang, 8, are in this year's pro-
duction. “Children grow up and
bring their own children. That
makes me really happy. That's
the best you can ask for.”

Go 'Grinch’

Just as “The Nutcracker”
serves as an introduction to
ballet, “The Grinch” turns
many youngsters into apprecia-
tive theater-goers. It's part of
a rich array of theatrical offer-
ings, which includes holiday
productions by North Coast
Repertory Theatre, Cygnet
Theatre Company and Lamb's
Players Theatre.

“The Grinch’s” reach ex-
iends far beyond San Diego. A
glammed-up version is playing
on Broadway (with the Globe

The San Diego Union-Tribune » Sunday, December 9, 2007

*

Grinch Stote Christmas!’” Craig Schwartz

receiving a small percentage of
the weekly gross). Next year at
holiday time, “The Grinch” will

begin touring the country, play- .

ing two cities per season.

The Globe's original produc-
tion of the musical ~— directed
by Jack O'Brien, with music by
Mel Marvin and book and lyr-
ics by Tirnothy Mason — has
played to more than 375,000
children and adults here since
its launch in 1998. Thousands
more will attend this year's
engagement; which continues
through Dec. 30 at Balboa
Park’s 600-seat Old Globe The-
afre.

“This is more than a show
and more than income gener-
ated,” says executive director
Spisto. “This is about a connec-
tion to countless young people
in the community and to their

corks or making extra trips to
the mall. “The Grinch” is ex-
pensive to present. While Au-
drey Geisel, widow of Theodor
Geisel {aka Dr. Seuss), allows
“The Grinkh" to be produced
without a royalty, there are
other fees and royalties as well
as the salaries of actors, musi-
cians and the crew.

When you subtract the ap-
proximately $850,000 in costs,
there’s roughly $150,000 left.

“Qur ‘Grinch’ is not a cash
cow in that regard,” says Spis-
to, who refers to the surplus as
a “contribution margin.” “What
we like to do with the money is
make Ted Geisel's work even
more meaningfil.”

‘With that in mind, the Globe
funnels the money into edu-
cation and outreach efforts,
such as literacy initiatives, the
“S bration” (nvolving 600

families. It's about ¢t
their lives.” : .

The Globe spent more than
$100,000 to freshen the show
for its 10th anniversary. In ad-
ditiot to script changes, there
are three new songs, including
the carol “Fah Who Doraze”
from the 1966 animated TV
special, plus'a new and less
cumbersome costume for the
title character.

Though the show brings in «
about $1 million in ticket sales,
nobody’s popping champagne

/

children arinually) and free stu-
dent matinees for “The Grinch”
and other shows.

Music matters

Dperating on a more modest
scale is the San Diego Cham-
ber Orchestra and the San
Diego Symphony. Last year's
three “Messiah” concerts, con-
ducted by Chamber Orchestra
artistic director Jung-Ho Fak.
earned about:$40,000 in ticket

sales. They netted around
810,000 (counting approximate-
Iy $7,000 in sponsorships).

“It helps us — oh, definitely,”
says the chamber orchestra’s
interit executive director, Pat
Merino. *{The concerts) are
good for the financial health of
the organization. And the more
we get jung-Ho in front of audi-
ences, the more-people want to
come to our concerts.”

This Friday through Sunday,
Pak will lead three more ba-
roquesstyle “Messiali” perfor-
mances with thie orchestra, vo-
cal soloists and chorus of Bach
Collegium Sati Diego.

The San Diego Symphony
is trying a different strategy.
Instead of “Messiah,” which
music director Jahja Ling con-
ducted last year, the orchestra
has teamed with the San Diego
Master Chiorale in Beethoven's
Syrmphony Ne. 2. (The third
and final performance is today
at downtown's Copley Sym-
phony Hall)

In addition, the Holiday
Pops,led by conductor Mat-
thew Garbutt, has been ex-
panded from three concerts to.
five, with the abbreviated Fam-
{ly Festival version capping the
fivesday run on Dec. 23.

“The demand is there,”
symphony executive director
Edward B, “Ward” Gill says of

The ér.lnc‘h- (Kevin Baitey, cenfer) has a new and easier-to-wear costume in this year's 0(d Globe production of “Dr. Seuss’ How the

the expansion, “We're filling a
feed.” .

The orchestra expects to
take in about $400,000 in
ticket revenue (approximately
$200,000 from the Beethoven,
performances and another
$200,000 from the Pops).

But because the cost of pro-
ducing the concerts is so high
_—roughly $780,000, about -
4600,000 of which paysthe
sdlaries of orchestra members
and stagehands — the organi-
zation actually loses $380,000, -
which must be made up in
contributions. The reality is
that even when concerts sell
out, nonprofit performing arts
organizations like the sym-
phony are typically unable to
cover their expenses through
ticket sales alone. And the
orchestra’s holiday fare does
better financially than most
concerts in Copley Symphiony
Hall, :

Resides, the symphony con-
siders holiday programming a
must, ) B

“At this time of year, we.have
the greatest importance tothe
community,” says Gill. “People.
are celebrating. And wewantio
be part of it by making wonder-
ful music.” .

Valerfe Scher: (619) 293-1038;
valerie.scher@uniontrib.com- &'
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By Elleen Sondak "
After 10 years, "‘How theGrinch;

‘Stole Christmas™ has become a tradi-

tional holiday event at the Old Globe.
-To celebrate this important milestone,
the 10th anniversary production will
. feature three new songs, expanded

dance sections; a re- designed cos- ¢

‘tume for the Gnnch and a number Of
other revisions.’

As usual;

several local

school children
will be part of

the production.

. Tommy Twomey

(a second-grader
at Stone Ranch
Elementary
Schobl) and his
sister Ashley
= Twomey  f{a
sophomore at Westview High) live in

45 Ranch. They. will sing and dance -

~ up-astorm in the ensemble.
©Skylar Starrs Siben (Cindy Lou),

‘Above, last years cast of The Old Globe's annual hohday productlon of Dr.

Seuss How the Gmnch Stole Chr:s’tmas closes out the show,

Skylar in the leadmg chlld’s role)

- and Noah Leung (as Boo Who) are
also from North County. The Globe
chose 10 children for this yeat’s ver-
_sion of the holiday bon bon. They
“will alternate, so that five’ of them

will appear in every show.
Acting s child’s play to 15- year—

old Ashley Twomey, so what does
it mean to her to be making her Old -
Globe debut in this production of
- “The Grinch”? :
“It’s such a privilege and an honor-

to be in the show,” she said. “I've
auditioned before, but this is the first

time I'Il'be in the cast. That's part of
the reason it’s such a big privilege..

with adult actors and a professmnal

rew. | have a lot of responsibility
too, because 'l be taking care of the

_younger kids”

Her bfother Tommy is just 8 years;

~old, but he’s already a refurning vet-
o eran of the Globe’s “The Grinch”

- Why is it so special to Tommy the,
second time around?
“I'm doing the same part, but it’s
completely re-worked,” he pointed ©
t. “We have three new songs. It s
1eally fun.”
¢ Both Twomey children have
plenty of training under their belts
in singing, dancing, piano, acting, -

- and choir. Tommy played Chip in ..
They're very pt {essional and sophis-

the Starlight production of “Disney’s -

Gaby Greenwald (who alternates with

“ontinued from paée BS

eauty and the Beast” recently, and
shley has a few professional appear-
1ces to her credit (including parts
ith Lawrence Welk and Moonlight).
evertheless, performing together in
(he Grinch” is a career high for both
ungsters.

“The Grinch...” — which opens on
ov. 25 — will run through Dec. 30.

A Christmas tree lighting ceremony
- anew traditioninstituted last year is
ated for 6 p.m. on Nov. 25, will kick
T the holiday season. You can attend
e tree lighting on the Globe Plaza,
st before the opening performance.
ais family event will feature a special
se performance by members of the
Jrinch” cast, and a delightful holiday
owfall on the Globe Plaza. That’s a
;at in itself. The tree lighting is a free
ent, but you have to get the tickets
rough STAR 94.1. Radio personali-
's Laura Cain and Little Tommy will
Ive as emcees.

One of the major highlights of the
Globe’s holiday season is the Grinch
Family Experience, an interactive
day of fun that has been a hit with the
small-fry set for the past five years.

This family gala offers the kids
hands-on theater activities, beginning
at 11 a.m. in the Globe’s rehearsal hall

across from the theater. This year’s

event takes place on’Sunday, Dec. 2,
and includes a buffet Tunch, a puppet
show, and an enchantmg performance
by the children in the “Grinch” cast.

The activity portion of the party
features crafts, picture taking in Who-
Ville, and mock snow ball fights,
among other things. The kids come
home with all sorts of holiday items
they create themselves. Proceeds sup-
port the Globe’s education and out-
reach programs.

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
has already played to 350,000 chiidren
and adults over the years. As Executive

‘ticated, and it’s great to _be working +

Director Louis
Spisto noted, “We
thank Audrey
Geisel (better
known as Mrs.
Dr. Seuss) for her
generous support
of this produc-

y ppogs tion which- has
TOMMY TWOMEY 1, .ome a time-
less. holiday- classic in the San: Dlego
commumty Those who’ve loved the
Grinch in previous years will love it
even more this year — and those who
haven’t experienced this classic tale
live on:stage, now is the time!”

With an extended run in the Main
Stage of the Old Globe, there’s plenty
of time to see this colorful production
—and the adults in the cast are all top-
notch professionals. Eileen Bowman
{Grandma Who) has been a fixture
in San Diego theater since she was a
child herself. Melinda Gilb and Steve

Please see “Grinch page B10 -

e

Gunderson (Mama and Papa Who
have carved out impressive careers
and the rest of the ensemble rates higl
praise as well.

The lively music by Mel Marvip
the book and lyrics by Timothy Mason
and Jack O’Brien’s savvy directios
add up to one of the most entertain
ing Christmas treats in town. Watchin;
focal youngsters' perform alongsid
veteran actors is just frosting on' th
cake. ‘

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas’
even made it to New York last year

‘where it proved just as big a hit (play

ing to sold-out audiences). In fact
another production of “The Grinch
opened at Broadway’s St. Jame
Theater on Nov. 1, where it will remai)
through Jan. 8 of next year.

You can get tickets for th
Globe show and the Grinch Famil
Experience -by calling 619-23
GRINCH.
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SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
North County Times
Escondido

-~ Now - & 2007
North County
youths to appear in
Old Globe's ‘Grinch’

SAN DIEGO — The Old
Globe Theatre’s upcoming
holiday production of “Dr.
Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” will feature sever-
al North County youngsters,
including: Skylar Starrs Siben
of San Marcos and Gaby
Greenwald of Carmel Valley

in separate casts as Cindy-Lou
Who; Alison Grace Norwood
of Carmel Valley as Betty-Lou
Who; and Ashley and Tommy
Twomey of 4S8 Ranch, part of
the children’s ensemble.

The show will run Nov. 25
through Dec. 30 at the Old
Globe Theatre in San Diego’s
Balboa Park.

Tickets range from $39 to
$59 for adults, and from $19
to $31 for children 3 to 17
years old. For more ticket in-
formation and a complete
performance schedule, g0 to
Www.theoldglo’be.org/on_stag
e/schedule_Grinch_2007 html,
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PLAYBI

_ Serving theatre since 1334 ‘

Who's Who: Full Cast Announced for San Diego's
Grinch Musical

By Ernio Hernandez
20 Sep 2007

The cast has been
announced for the upcoming
10th anniversary staging of
Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch
Stole Christmas! at San
Diego's QOld Globe.

Globe artistic director Jack
O'Brien again stages the
holiday musical, which will
run Nov. 25-Dec. 30.
Featuring book and lyrics by
Timothy Mason and music by
Mel Marvin, the show
officially opens Nov. 30.
(The work also returns to

Broadway this year following

" Blley wi p| e Grinch at the its debut last Season_)
Old Globe.

Kevin Bailey (Annie Get Your Gun, The Lion King) — who played
Old Max in 2006 — will lead the California cast as the Grinch.
He will be joined by Martin Van Treuren (as Old Max), James
Royce Edwards (Young Max) as well as returning stars Melinda
Gilb (Mama Who), Steve Gunderson (Papa Who), Eileen
Bowman (Grandma Who), James Vasquez (Grandpa Who) and
Skylar Starrs Siben — who alternates in the role of Cindy-Lou
Who with newcomer Gaby Greenwald.

Playing the other Who children are Alison Grace Norwood and
Hannah Prater (Betty-Lou Who), Bibi Valderrama and Samantha
Littleford (Annie Who), Ari Lerner and Ian Brininstool (Danny
Who) as well as A.J. Foggiano and Noah Leung (Boo Who). The
young actors will alternate in their roles.

The adult ensemble also includes Amy Biedel, Randall Dodge,
Ron Christopher Jones, Paul Morgavo, Anise Ritchie and Sarah
Sumner. Local children Maddie Shea Baldwin, Charisma McKorn,
Dallas Perry, Kayla Solsbak, Kayla Stultz, Celia Tedde, Jada
Temple, Ashley Twomey and Tommy Twomey round out the
cast.

The beloved Theodor Geisel's (Dr. Seuss) holiday work set in
Who-ville comes to life anew with some "major revisions,”
according to a previous Oid Giobe announcement. The additions
include three songs — "This Time of Year" (a duet by Young
Max and Old Max), "It's the Thought That Counts" (a full

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=111202 9/20/2007
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company number) and the popular animated version's carol
"Fah Who Doraze" — as well as expanded dance sections in
"Whatchamawho" and a redesigned Grinch costume.

The design team features John Lee Beatty (scenic), Pat Collins
(lighting), Robert Morgan (costumes) and Paul Peterson
(sound). The stage managers are Leila Knox and Tracy
Skoczelas.

Tickets for Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas! at The
Old Globe go on sale Sept. 23 through (619) 234-5623. For
more information visit the theatre's website at TheQldGlobe.org.

Send questions and comments to the Webmaster
Copyright © 2002 Playbill, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=111202 9/20/2007
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Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
Musical Goes On at Old Globe

By Ernio Hernandez
25 Nov 2007

Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas!, the holiday-themed
musical, begins its 10th anniversary staging at San Diego’'s Old
Globe Nov. 25.

Globe artistic director Jack O'Brien again stages the holiday
musical, which is scheduled to officially open Nov. 30 for a run
through Dec. 30.

Featuring book and lyrics by Timothy Mason and music by Mel
Marvin, the beloved Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss) holiday work set
in Who-ville comes to life anew with some "major revisions,"
according to Old Globe notes. The additions include three songs
— "This Time of Year" (a duet by Young Max and Old Max), "It's
the Thought That Counts" (a full company number) and the
popular animated version's carol "Fah Who Doraze" — as well as
expanded dance sections in "Whatchamawho™ and a redesigned
Grinch costume,

Kevin Bailey (Annie Get Your Gun, The Lion King) — who played
Old Max in 2006 — leads the California cast as the Grinch. He is
joined by Martin Van Treuren (as Old Max), James Royce
Edwards (Young Max) as well as returning stars Melinda Gilb
(Mama Who), Steve Gunderson (Papa Who), Eileen Bowman
(Grandma Who), James Vasquez (Grandpa Who) and Skylar
Starrs Siben — who alternates in the role of Cindy-Lou Who
with newcomer Gaby Greenwald.

Playing the other Who children are Alison Grace Norwood and
Hannah Prater (Betty Lou Who), Bibi Valderrama and Samantha
Littleford (Annie Who), Ari Lerner and lan Brininstool (Danny
Who) as well as A.J. Foggiano and Noah Leung (Boo Who). The
young actors will alternate in their roles.

The adult ensemble also includes Amy Biedel, Randall Dodge,
Ron Christopher Jones, Paul Morgavo, Anise Ritchie and Sarah
Sumner. Local children Maddie Shea Baldwin, Charisma McKorn,
Dallas Perry, Kayla Solsbak, Kayla Stultz, Cella Tedde, Jada
Temple, Ashley Twomey and Tommy Twomey round out the
cast.

The design team features John Lee Beatty (scenic), Pat Collins
(lighting), Robert Morgan (costumes) and Paul Peterson
(sound). The stage managers are Leila Knox and Tracy
Skoczelas.

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112986 11/26/2007
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Tickets for Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas! at The
Old Globe go on sale Sept. 23 through (619) 234-5623. For
more information visit the theatre's website at TheQldGlobe.org.

Send questions and comments to the Webmaster
Copyright © 2002 Playbill, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.playbill.com/news/print.asp?id=112986 117262007
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k Grinch Musical Adds New Songs for
Broadway

10th Year in San Diego (and Second ‘ o Pygmalion
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Regional/Tours on Broadway) T o . The Misanthr
London Printer-friendly ope
Margaret Garner
By Ernio Hernandez Forever Tango
10 Sep 2007 Three Mo’ Tenors

Martha Graham

Week in Review
Broadway Grosses

On the Record Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas! — which returns to Broadway ALSO SAVE ON
. Stage to Screens later this fall — will celebrate its 10th anniversary at San Diego's Old Globe  BROADWAY'S BEST
On Opening Night with the addition of three new songs. A Chorus Line
Playbill Archives : The Color Purple
Ask Playbill.com o ) ) ) ) Curtains
Special Features Globe artistic director Jack O'Brien again stages the annual holiday musical The Drowsy Chaperone
All for his southern California stage, Nov. 25-Dec. 30. Featuring book and lyrics  Hairspray
by Timothy Mason and music by Mel Marvin, the show officially opens Nov. Mamma Mia!
30 Spelling Bee
' ' Phantom of the Opera
Storefront ) Rent
The beloved Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss) holiday work set in Who-ville comes  The Ritz
to life anew with some "major revisions," according to an Old Globe Xagad“ ,
— announcement. The additions include three songs — "This Time of Year" (a &9 more!
Job Listings duet by Young Max and Old Max), "It's the Thought That Counts" (a full
LaE 051 8 Job company number) and the popular animated version's carol "Fah Who

Doraze" — as well as expanded dance sections in "Whatchamawho" and a
redesigned Grinch costume. ("This Time of Year" and "It's the Thought That
Counts" will also be incorporated into the musical's upcoming engagement at
Broadway's St. James Theatre, according to a production spokesperson.)

"Over the summer Jack O'Brien and the entire original creative team came
together for an intensive two-week workshop at the Globe, where they
developed the new material," stated Old Globe executive director Louis G.
Spisto. "Jack spent several months preparing for the workshop with the
show's authors, and the time spent this summer was incredibly productive.”

Top news stories fram

The show first played in 1998 and has since returned annually. "We thank Playbillarts.com:
Audrey Geisel (a.k.a. 'Mrs. Dr, Seuss') for her generous support of this o )
production which has become a timeless holiday classic in the San Diego Planist Leon Fleisher to

Racelve 2007 Kennady

community," added Spisto. "Those who've loved the Grinch in previous years
Conter Honors

will love it even more this year; and for those who haven't experienced this

classic tale live on stage, now is the time!”
Angry Ovey Bad
Review, Conductor

Casting and further details for the San Diego run will be announced shortly. Zdenek Mécal Abruptly
Diva Talk Guits Crach
T::i:g;ogu;t:; Tickets for Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas! at The Old Globe go Fhitharmonic
Cue and A on sale Sept. 23 through (619) 234-5623. For more information visit the
Who's Who theatre's website at TheQldGlobe.org. Datroit Symphany
Insider Info Reveals Detalls of New
Onstage & Contract

Backstage

Click hera for more
classical music, opera,
dance and jazz news and
features.

Keyword:

Features/Location: All Playbill Weather :

Quizzes

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/110913.html 9/12/2007



SAN DIEGO CLIPPING,
SD Business Journal
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Grinch Is Singing New Tune This
Holiday Season at the Old Globe

Birch Aquarium Schedules
Wyland to Kick Off Campaign

It appears that retailers have finally
managed to roll Halloween, Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and Hanukkah into one
big festival this year, giving equal oppor-
tunity shelving to all décor at once, No
- waiting required.

Now if only someone would figure
out how to turn orange lights red, folks
who climb up on ladders to string lights
for Halloween and then Christmas could
~ reduce their chances of falling off by 50
percent.

If that sounds Grinch-like, the real
Grinch has a new tune this year, a few
actually.

The 10th anniversary production of

San Diego’s premier holiday event, “Dr. -

Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas!” will feature a number of major
revisions, including three new songs. The
new songs are a duet between “Young
Max” and “Old Max” titled “This Time
of Year,” a full company number, “It’s
the Thought That Counts,” and a carol,
“Gah Who Doraze.”

The Grinch’s costume will also be
redesigned for the show, scheduled to
run from Nov. 25 through Dec. 30 at the
Old Globe.

- “The 10th year celebration gave

us the opportunity for the Globe to
make these exciting improvements and
give the show new life as it celebrates
a decade in San Diego,” said Execu-
tive Director Louis Spisto. “Over the
summer Jack O’Brien and the entire
original creative team came together
for an intensive two-week workshop at
the Globe, where they developed the
new material.”

O’Brien is the Old Globe’s artistic
director.

The Globe has performed the family
favorite to more than 350,000 children
and adults since 1998.

Individual tickets go on sale at 10 a.m.

Sept. 23 and will be
available by phone at
.(619) 23-GLOBE, on
- the Globe’s Web site

- at www. TheOldGlobe.
“ org, or by visiting

the box office on Old
- Globe Way in Balboa
Park. Prices range
from $39 to $59 for
adults and $19 to $31
for children, ages 3 to 17.

The Grinch has also gone bicoastal.
The sold-out musical, which drew critical
and popular acclaim during its first run -
on Broadway last year, is scheduled for
Nov. | through Jan. 8 at the St. James
Theatre.

TOURISM .

Connie Lewis
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For contact information on these
shows, please cross reference with ac-
companying directory. For more Playbill
listings, go to www.utstreet.com

THEATER/OPERA

- CRITIC'S CHOICE

“Cry=Baby’" It's no "Hairspray,” and
the second act steadily deflates. But
this new John Waters' re-do has great,
irony-drenched lyrics, choreography
as good as it gets, and a lunatic statker
whose solo is aiready local legend.
Broadway awalts, If the generic book
and characters find their comedic
hearts. Closes Dec. 16, Mandell Weiss
Theatre. (Welsh)

“Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!” The Globe's best Grinch
yet - Kevin Bailey — celebrates the
show’s 10th anniversary. The show’s
been retooled with three new songs,

g couple of new set pleces, and afew
changes to the book. More than cos-
metic, the makeover turns what had
been a modest play with music into
something closer to a fuli-scale musical
comedy for kids and adults alike. Closes
Dec. 30. The OId Globe. (Weish)

*1t's a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio
Play' Frank Capra’'s holiday chestnut
gets a vibrant and yes, touching make-
over. It's Christmas Eve, 1947 and the
cast of the Lux Playhouse of the Air
comes to full-blooded fife at Cygnet.
With singing, sound effects and Tom
Andrew as decent, plain-spoken George
Baiiey, the show pierces this irony-clad
age that's traded Jimmy Stewart as
acultural icon for that other Stewart

named Jon. Closes Dec. 30. Cygnet The~

atre, (Welsh)

LONG RUNNING
“Triple Espresso” This highly-caffein-

ated comedy is about three guys, a.cof-
fee house and an utter lack of common
sense. Through Feb. 17. Horton Grand
Theatre.

“When There's a Will...There's a
Wake!"”" Mystery Cafe Dinner Theater -
brings back the days of the old speak-
easies with this gangster, game and )
dame-filled production. Imperial House
Restaurant.

RUNNING

“A Christmas Carol" An adaptation of
the classic Charles Dickens' novel, Pre-
views Wednesday and Dec, 13. Opens
Dec. 14; closes Dec. 30, North Coast
Repertory Theatre,

“A Christmas Carol: Not-so~Tiny
Tim's Great Big Musical!” Ruff
Yeager's riff on Dickens' perennial “A
Christmas Carol" starts off well epough.
But what begins as an ironic, aimost
sophisticated look at actors and their
roles, becomes a rehash of the Scrooge
story set in San Diego. Fred Harfow, Ria
Carey and especially John Martin as
asmarmy TV host provide some fun
amidst the silliness..Closes Dec. 23, 6th
@ Penn Theatre. (Welsh)

“A Christmas Story” A radio-style
reading based on the 1983 classic come-
dic film. Opens tomorrow; closes Dec.
16. OnStage Playhouse.

“Christmas is Comin' Uptown" Com-

mon Ground Theatre presents a musical
based on Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol." In this version, Scrooge is a Har-

- lem slumiord. Closes Dec. 16, WorldBeat

Cultural Center in Balboa Park.

Cirgue Eiloize's “Rain" With a littie
rain, nostalgic memories bioom and
the performers evoke the innocence
and fearlessness of child’s play through
acrobatic feats. Closes Sunday. Civic
Theatre.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Kevin Bailey is the newly
attired best-Grinch-yet in
the Old Globe's retooled
10th anniversary production
of “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!” Craig Schwartz
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by eileen sondak
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Diversionary

e
Theater’s  pro-
duction of “Torch
Song Trilogy” (a
play by Harvey
that
took Broadway
by
won the Tony for

Fierstein

storm and
Best Play) con-
tinues
Dec. 16.

through

116 S§bBJdd |

december delights

THE HOLIDAY SEASON FEATURES A CORNUCOPIA OF CHILD-
friendly entertainment, including local stagings of
“The Nutcracker,” and a special 10" anniversary
production of the Dr. Seuss classic, “How the
Grinch Stole Christmas.” This year, the mix even
includes one musical that has nothing to do with
Christmas (“High School Musical”) — and that show
is bound to be one of the hottest tickets of the
season, at least with the teen and tween crowd.

“High School Musical” is one of two family events
due at the Civic Theater this month, thanks to
Broadway-San Diego. The other is “Cirque Eloize:
Rain” (a spectacular melange of movement, visual
effects, and magicil feats).

“Disney’s High School Musical” will make its all-
too-brief stop at the Civic Theater Dec. 26 - 30.
The national touring show features two San Diego
natives — Chandra Lee Schwartz as Sharpay Evans
and Ellen Harvey as the drama teacher in this
Disney extravaganza. All the familiar songs are
back, plus two new ones. The company features
a cast of 34 and a live orchestra. Your kids won't
want to miss this San Diego debut, which also stars
Arielle Jacobs and Lizzie Weiss.

The Globe’s zany production of “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas® is celebrating a decade in San
Diego with three new songs and other updates,
Among the talented
youngsters in this year’s
version of the classic
is Ari Lerner as Danny
Who.

The Globe will repeat
its  exciting  Family
Experience on:Dee. 2. If
your kids ever attended
this fun-filled. luncheon
and activity‘dayat Who-":
Ville (the rehearsal space
near the theater); you
know whatz:delight it:is.
Among the highlights:of
this interactive-eventiare
craft projects; ‘a .puppet
show, and entettainment
by the “Grinch” cast:

“The Nutcracker”

PHOTO COURTESY OF BROADWAY SAN DIEGD

DECEMBER » 2007

season starts on'Dec. 1 and 2-with California Ballet’s
“Nuteracker” — the longest playing production of
the holiday ballet in San Diego. You can see this
full-length “Nutcracker” at Poway Center for the
Performing Arts, and again on Dec. 15, when 2
more lavish spectacle (accompanied by live music
from the San Diego Symphony) takes over the
Civic Theater until Dec. 23. ‘

City Ballet’s version of the holiday bon bon is
slated for Dec. 7 - 16 at the Spreckels Theater. City’s
“Nutcracker” will be danced to the music of the
City Ballet Orchestra, conducted by John Nettles.
You can also enjoy lunch with the Sugar Plum Fairy
and her friends on both Saturdays at the Bristol
Hotel. What a thrilling event for the youngsters.

The La Jolla Playhouse’s premiere production
of “Cry-Baby” will continue at the Mandell Weiss
Theater through Dec. 16. This musical version of
a cult film by John Waters has a rockabilly, doo-
wop, and jailhouse rock score — and it's very
funny. But don't expect a gentle nostalgia piece.
“Cry-Baby” is raucous and contains adult language
and situations.

The Diversionary Theater’s production of “Torch
Song Trilogy” (a play by Harvey Fierstein that took
Broadway by storm and won the Tony for Best Play)
continues through Dec. 16. Dan Kirsch, Artistic

TS RAINING MEN: In the style

of Cirgue du Soleil; Girque Eloize
htings hieathtaking acrobalics
to the Civic Theater this month
with their spectacuiar production




Director of Diversionary called it a “happy
coincidence” that Fierstein was still at the
Globe launching his “Catered Affair,” when
“Torch Song” was rehearsing. One of the first
Broadway shows with a major gay theme,
“Torch Song” is starring Matthew Weeden in
the role Fierstein wrote for himself. G. Scott

lacy directs
the show.
The
San Diego
Symphony
will perform
‘Beethovern's
N inth
g’ Symphony
with the San
Diego Master
Chorale Dec.
7 = 9. Jahja
Ling will
conduct the
orchestra.

The Holiday
Pops  series
returns on
Dec, 19 -~ 23
with Matthew
Garbutt
conducting
a celebration
of the season.
The  Master
Chorale will
be there for
these concerts
as well. The
matinee  on

Dec. 23 will
be part of
the  Family

Festival
Series, so bring the kids and enjoy the pre-
concert activities, including the musical
petting zoo.
. The La Jolla Music Society is presenting
cellist Zuill Bailey in a program that includes
Beethoven and Elgar's Cello Concerto
(piano reduction). The concert is slated for

Dec. 2 at the Neurosciences Institute.

On Dec. 16, the Center will host the San
Diego Chamber Orchestra with Jung-Ho
Pak on the podium, for a performance of
Handel's Messiah. The Center's museum
will present four new exhibitions through
the end. of January. They include Rituality,
Niki-de Saint Phalle’s “A Spiritual Path,” and
two others that explore Mexican Myth.

The J*Company Youth Theater is giving
kids .and their parents a trip to Disney’s
“Jungle Book” from Dec. 6 — 16, The musical
(adapted from the beloved film) includes
jungle rhythms and colorful characters.

The San Diego Museum of Ast is featuring
an exhibition titled, Everett Gee Jackson/
San Diego Modern 1920 ~ 1955. The show
includes more than 50 works from the
artist’s most productive years. The museum
is still showcasing a cutting-edge exhibition
of contemporary art animation that includes
hand-made and traditional animated
drawings, as well as digital images.

The Dead Sea Scrolls exhibition is
winding down its extended stay at the
Museum of Natural History. This show
represents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to see the most comprehensive Dead Sea
Scrolls exhibition ever created. It features
27 scrolls, 10 of which have never been
seen before. These 2,000-year-old treasures
from antiquity represent the greatest
archeological find of the 20" century, so
don’t miss it this month,

Meanwhile, the nearby Museum of Man,
features a related exhibition — “Journey to
the Copper Age: Pre-Biblical Archeology
in the Holy Land,” a fascinating show that
includes many other important archeological
relics from the Holy Land. Its days in San
Diego are numbered as well. %
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ED 6 2@@? 4 1125 to 12/30 1
Dr. Seuss’ How ;

the Grinch Stole

Christmas!

The Old Globe

619-23-GLOBE £

CRAIG SCHWARZ

The Green Grump in the Park A |
The deliciously grumpy Grinch rides again in Balboa Park, stealing -
scenes and causing chortles in the Old Globe Theatre’s 10th-anniver-
sary production of How the Grinch Stole Christmas, on the main
stage November 25-December 30. 619-234-5623; theoldglobe.org.

A GO0 GRINCH
Kevm Bailey is the newly
attiredbest-Grinch-yetin
the Old Globe's retooled
10th anniversary production
of "How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!” Craig Schwartz

&
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

Nov. 18, 1890: The Congrega-
fionalists: formed an organization
with 1 members-to start the first
church in Chula Vista.

" Nov. 18, 2006: Bloommgdale’s
department store opened.at
Fashion Valiey in the former Rob-
"t insons-May location,

Nov. 19, 18885: Elisha S. Babcock
Jr.and Hampton L, Story bought
land then known as the Peninsula
of San Diego, which included
both Coronado and North Island,
for $110,000,

Nov. 18, 1993: The longest crimi-
nal trial ever in San Diego Supe-
. rior Court ended when Dale Akiki
was found not guilty of abusing
children at Faith Chapel Sunday
school,

Nov. 20, 1998: Vice Adm. Dennis
McGinn became the 20th com-
mander of the 3rd Fleet.

Nov. 21, 1941 The first USO club
in San Diego opened at Seventh
Avenue and E Street downtown.

H
H

r

Nov. 19, 2006: Moxie Theatre opened its second season with the
world premiere of Liz Duffy Adams' “Wet or, Isabella the Plrate Queen
Enters the Horse Latitudes.”

Nov. 21, 1984: Minmin and
Rongrong, two rare golden mon-
keys from China, went on exhibit
at the San Diego Zoo.

Nov. 21, 1993: Mexican shoppers
boycotted San Diego businesses
Nov. 20-2t to protest U.S. immi-
gration policles,

Nov. 22, 1985: The Feld Baliet of

- New York made its San Diego de-

but with two performances Nov.
22-23 at the Clvic Theater,

Nov. 22, 1986: The fledgling
Siedgehammer Theater, previ-
ously based at UCSD, moved its
production of Sam Shepard's

“Action” into the San Diego Rep's

. Sixth Avenue Playhouse.

Nov. 22, 1998: “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas!” opened at the
Old Globe Theatre, The Globe's

_ first holiday show featured Guy

Paulin the title role and sets by
John Lee Beatty.

Nov. 23, 1882: Richard O'Neil|
sold the 133,000-acre Rancho

~ Santa Margarita y Las Flores to

James Flood of San Franusco for
$450,000.

Nov. 23, 191T: The 135th Aero
Squadron left Rockwell Fieid on

- North Island for duty overseas.

with Capt. RW. Facett in command.

Nov. 24, 1947: The $14 mil-
lion San Diego Aqueduct was
completed. Initially intended to
supply the Navy, the aqueduct
brought Colorado River water

. from Riverside County.to the San
~ Vicente Reservoir near Lakeside.

\

Library researcher Merrie

Monteagudo compiled this report,
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The Green Grump in the Park A

The deliciously grumpy Grinch rides again in Balboa Park, stealing
scenes and causing chortles in the Old Globe Theatre’s 10th-anniver-
sary production of How the Grinch Stofe Christmas, on the main
stage November 25-December 30. 619-234-5623; theoldglobe.org.
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0ld Globe Theabre
How the Grinch Siole Chrisimas!
San Diego’s premiere holiday event, Dr; Seuss’ How the Grinch
Stole Christmast is back at the Globe for a 10th incredible
year! The 10th anniversary production-will feature a number
of major revisions, including three new songs, a redesigned
costume for the Grinch, and many fun changes fo the book
of this betoved musical, Launched in 1998, the Globe has
performed this family favorite year after year, having played
toover 350,000 children and adults. “Now In fis 10th wonderful
year atthe Globe, Dr; Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
has established a permanent place In the hearts of San
Diegans,” said Globe Executive Director Louls G. Spisto.
“We thank Audrey Geisal (a.k.a. "Mrs. Dr. Seuss”) for her
generous support of this production which has become &
fimeless holiday classic in the San Diego community, Those
who've loved the Grinch in previous years will love it even
more this year; and for those who haven't expertenced this
classic tale five on stage, now Is the time!” Tickets are now
on saie and will be available by phone &t 618.23.GL OBE and
on the Globe website at TheOldGlobe.org

&£

SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
Del Mar Village Voice

*Ticlwiﬁzgtzgz on sale now for this
year’s Old Globe ‘Grinch’

Executive Director Louis G. Spisto, Artistic Director Jack O’Brien  and directed by Jack O’Brien, playing Nov. 25 — Dec. 30.
and Resident Artistic Director Jerry Patch of the Tony Award®-winning Individual tickets are available by phone at (619) 23-GLOBE, on
Old Globe are pleased to present the 10th anniversary production of San  the Globe Web site at www.TheOldGlobe.org, or by visiting the box
Diego’s premiere holiday event, “Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole office at 1363 Old Globe Way in Balboa Park. Ticket prices range from
Christmas!,” book and lyrics by Timothy Mason, music by Mel Marvin, ~ $39 to $59 for adults and from $19 to $31 for children (3-17 years).
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" Tickets on s

The Old Globe will present the 10
Diego’s premiere holiday event “

Christmas!,” playing Nov. 25 ~ Dec. 30,

Individual tickets go on sale Sunday,
available by phone at (619) 23

th anniversary production of San.
r. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole

Sept. 23 at 10 a.m. and will be:
-GLOBE, on the Globe Web site at

www.TheOldGlobe.org, or by visiting the box office at 1363 Old Globe
Way in Balboa Park. Ticket prices range from $39 to $59 for adults and

from $19t0 $

31 for children (3-17 years).

SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
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0CT ~ 4 207

Tickets on sale Sept.

23 for this year’s Old

Globe ‘Grinch’

The “Tony Award®-winning

Old Globe is pleased to present

the 10th anniversary produetion
of ‘San Diego’s premiere holiday
event, “Dr. ‘Seuss’ How the
Grinch Stole Christmas!,” play-
ing Nov. 25 - Dec. 30.

* Individual tickets are avail-
able by phone at 619) 23-
GLOBE, on the Globe Web site at
www.TheOldGlobe.org, or by
visiting the box office ar 1363
Old Globe Way in Balbod Park.

Ticket prices range from $39 to -

$59 for adults and from $19 to
$31 for children (3-17 years),

-
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EVERGREEN—Skylar Starrs-Sib&ri -and Jay Goed
annual holiday production of Dr"Seuss’*How the
Christmas,’ directed by Jack O'Bien with music b

show plays:inth

s.inthe Old Globe
Schwartz. B

y'Mel Marvin, The'
30. Photo by-Graig: -
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(ELEBRATlNG CHriSTMAS DOWN SOUTH

Here are some other San Di-
ego holiday events that you might
want to markon-your calendar:

® Westgate Hotel Teddy Bear -
Teas (1055 Second Ave., San.
Diego, www.westgatehotel.com):
2:30 to 5 p.m. Dec. 9, 15, 16,21,
23-and 24. Children accompanied
by an adult can bring a teddy'bear
for tea or to share sweet treats
and storytelling. The afternoon is
cifwinated by a visit from Santa. -
Theprice is $34 per perscn, $22
for chlldren under |2, .

l» Spreckels Organ Condert.

Hohday Singzalong (Spreckels: (

Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park,

event is free.

W Port of San Dnego Big Bay
Balloon Parade (San'Diego
County Administration Building,

1600 Pacific Highway, www.thebig- '

bay.com): 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec.

“27. More than 30 balioons will
‘float-along the |-mile parade
route, and a family festival will

follow the event. Admission is.
free, while grandstand. seatung
costs $15.

M “Dr. Seuss” How the Grinch
Stole Christmas” (Balboa Park,

- wwiw.theoldglobe.org): Through-

Dec.30, Ticket prices range from -
$39 to $59 for adults and from
$19t0'$31 I'for children (3 17
years). '
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® “Grinch Family ExI é'rience” —_

activities, crafts b' et
funch, special seat-
ing and a perfor-
mance of “Dr.
Seuss’ How the:
Grinch Stole Christ-
mas”; 41 a.m. to 3:30:p.m:;:0ld:
Globe Theatre; Balboa Par, San Diego; $100$150
(VIP package is $:L75$300) (619) 2311941, Ext.
2317. IR
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 Tickets on sale Sept."
23 for this year’s
'Old Globe ‘Grinch’

] Executive Director Louis G.
Spisto, Artistic Director Jack
- O’Brien and Resident Artistic
Director Jerry Patch of the Tony
Award®-winning Old Globe are
pleased to present the 10th
anniversary production of Sap
Diego’s premiere holiday event,
“Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!,” playing Nov, 25 -
Dec. 30. Individual tickets £0 on
sale Sunday, Sept. 23 at 10 a.m,
and will be available by phone at
(619) 23-GLOBE, on the Globe
Web site at
www.TheOldGlobp.org,. or by
visiting the box office at 1363 Old
Globe Way in Balboa Park, Tick-
et prices range from $39 to £59
for adults and from $19 to $31 for
children (3-17 years), j
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@};— Christmas Tree Lighting at The Globe.
See a one-ofa-kind tree, watch a live
performance by the cast of Dr. Seuss’ How the
Grinch Stole Christmas! and revel in a holiday
snowfall. Tonight, 6 pm, Free, Tickets for this
event available through Star 94.1 Radio, Also
available to those who purchase tickets to
today’s4:30 pmshow. Globe Plaza, Balboa Park.
www.theoldglobe.org; 619-231.1947. &
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* ‘Dr.Seuss’ .
- How the Grrinch
~ Stole Christmas’

- B The 0ld Globe Theatre’s
upcoming holiday production:
of “Dr. Seuss’ How ‘the Grinch
Stole Christmas” will feature

. sevéral North County -
~'youngsters, including:
‘Skylar Starrs Siben of

San Marcos and:Gaby .
' Greenwald of Carmel
/. Valley in separate casts

- as Cindy-Lou ‘Who; Ali-
- son Grace Norwood of
Carmel Valley as Betty-

. Low Who; and Ashley
and Tommy/ Twomey of 4§
-Ranch, part of the children’s
ensemble. . ' . L
" The show will run ‘Nov. 25
through Dec. 30 at the Old
Globe Theatre in-San Diego’s
Balboa Park. Tickets range
from'$39 to $59 for adults, and -
-from $19 to $31 for children 3
to 17 years old. For more ticket
information and a complete
performance schedule, go to
wwwtheoldglobe;org/on_stage
/schedule_Grinch_2007 htm].




Entertainment at the Borrego Days Desert Festival.

Classes by award-winning chefs, and an
slegant Reserve Tasting at one of San Diego's
finest hotels, The San Diego Bay Wine & Food
Festival s the largest wine and culinary event
in Southern California and nationatly
recognized by wine and food enthusicsts,
media, chefs and winemakers alike.

The 10th anniversary production of San
Diego's premiere holiday event, Dr. Seuss’ How
the Grinch Stole Christmas!, will be held at the
Old Globe Theatre November 25 - December
30, 2007. The production will kick of with the
second annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony, on Sunday, November 25 at 6:00
p.m. on the Globe Plaza. The ceremony will
kick-off the holiday season in conjunction with
the presentation of Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch
Stole Christmast Designed by Grinch scenic
designer John Lee Beatty, this unique free will
be built in the center of the Globe Plaza and
remain for the run of the show. This fun family
event will feature a special live performance
by members of the Grinch cost, and @
dellghtful holiday snowfall on the Globe Plaza.

In Encinitas, Quai Botanical Gardens lights
up the holiday season during the monih of
December with the spectacular Garden of
Lights celebration. The annual event is an
exfravaganza of more than 100,000 sparkiing
lights, which lluminate the Gardens and turn -
them Into a dozziing winter wonderland,
Festivifies include family-friendly activities,
including horse-drawn-wagon rides, crafts for
children, marshmallow roasting, visits with Santa,
live music, hot mulled wine and refreshments.

No matter what your favorite activity is in
San Diego, make sure to get out and
celebrate the new season. Rather than
spending your time trying fo get ready for the
holidays, try fo live in the moment and take
some time for yourself. Taking care of your
health now will assure you can enjoy the
many local activities that fake us through fo
the New Year!

Borrego Days Desert Festival

Fridory: Dotoer 26 - Sunday, October 28
Visit #he Sessert when it's under 116 degress.
Wl DOIFSQOSDINgs. Org

San Diego Oktobertest and 5K Run
Sunday, October 28 - Tuesday,
October 30

Get ¢ second helping of sauerkraut
at the Ded Bvior Falrgrounds.

www. oKToerestatdeimar.com

Moscow Batlet Presents The Nutcracker
Novembar 13,7:30 p.m.

San Diege Tivic Theatre

(619) 22C-8497

www.nutcrackencom

Jersey Boys

San Diege Chvic Theatre
October 18 - November 11
(888) 937-8995 '
www. broadwavsd.com

Thanksgiving Dixieland Jazz Festival
Wednesday, November 21 -

Sundary, November 25

Jazzing up the Town & Country Convention
Center in Mission Valley.

www dixielandfazzfestival.org

Quall Gardens Garden of Lights
December 7-9, 13-23, 26-30

5:00 ~ 900 p.m.

Quall Botanical Gardens, Encinftas
www.gbgardens.org

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
November 25 - December 30
Old Globe Theatre

(619) 23-GLOBE
www.theoldglobe.org

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony
Sunday, November 25, 6:00 p.m.
Old Globe Plaza
www.theoldglobe,org

The San Diego Bay Parade of Lights
Sundays, December 9 and December 16
The theme for this year's parade of twinkling
boats is "Yo Ho Ho ... A Pirate’s Christmas!”
www.saparadeoflights.org

The Jersey Boys at
The Civic

The Grinch

The Old Globe Christmas
Tree Lighting Ceremony

The San Diego Bay
Parade of Lights

4

www.bellissimasandlego.com



SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
The San Diego
Bottomline

NOV 1 6 2007
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 26

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!

San Diego's premiere hotiday event, Dr, Seuss’
How the Grinch Stole Christmas!, is back at the
Globe for a 10th incredible year. The 10th
__anniversary production will feature a number

of major revisions, including three new songs,
a redesigned costume for the Grinch, and many
fun changes fo the book of this belovad musical.
Tickets available by phone at 619.23.GLOBE,
on the Globe website at TheOidGlobe.org, or
by visiting the box office at 1363 Old Giobe Way
in Balboa Park, Tickst prices range from $39
to $59 for aduits and from $19 to $31 for

SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
Daily Transcript

NOY 2 & 2087

Grinch returns for 10th s
eason
The Qld Globe will celebrate
“fhe opening of the 10th season of
Ho_w the  Grinch Stole
Chrlstma}s” with its second anny-
al tree-!xgh‘cing ceremony. The
celebration will begin 5 p.m,
Saturday at the Old Globe Plaza
i)ﬁ(f)'ore 'I:L}I:e s b-m. opening of the
W. The Seuss musical will Fun
through Dec, 30, il e
For more information, " ¢al]
, call «
(619) 231-1941 or visit theold- °
globe.org. Co
w !

children (3-17 years).For more information visit

theoldglobe. org or call 619.234.5623, P

. FRIDAY -
‘November 23 2007

HEATER: YOU KNOW WHO - S
e's back‘,'{the guy who shows what it truly"méané to
return gifts." The Grinch's growth experience.puts.the

riindDr Seuss' Howthe Grinch Stole Christmas!” at

_the Old Globe Sunday to Dec, 30 Visit'theoldgidbe.org, .
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Special events, hours tailored for holiday season

By KATHLEEN DOWLING
Thursday, December 20, 2007

The San Diego Symphony's Winter Pops Holiday Pops Concert celebrates the holidays with performances that

began Thursday and will continue through the weekend. Sunday's performance will be a family festival concert

where Santa and Mrs. Claus will make a guest appearance. Performances, conducted by Matthew Garbutt, will

feature Mariachi Champana Nevin, soprano Monica Abrego as well as the San Diego Civic Youth Ballet and the
San Diego Master Chorale.

The San Diego Natural History Museum has extended its disptay of the Dead Sea Scrolls through Jan. 6, so
there are additional opportunities to see the 15 featured scrolls, including the Ten Commandments and the
Copper Scroll.

Though the museum will be closed Christmas Day, it has also extended its hours through Jan. 6. Today through
Sunday, the museum will be open 9 a.m.-10:30 p.m. On Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve, the museum will be
open 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m., and Dec. 26-Jan. 6 (except for New Year's Eve) the museum will be open 9 a.m. to 10:30
p.m. For each of the days, the last ticket will be sold an hour-and-a-half prior to the museum's closing.

This weekend is the last weekend to view California Ballet's Nutcracker at the San Diego Civic Theatre. The
performances run through Sunday. The New Village Arts Theatre will also close its run of its holiday show, "Off
the Ground,"” Sunday.

The Old Globe has added an extra performance of "Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" 11 a.m. Dec.
29. The performance for that afternoon, which was scheduled to start 2 p.m., will now begin 2:30 p.m. in order to
make time for the additional show.

Many of the county's attractions will be open for abbreviated hours Christmas Eve. Christmas Day will be quieter,
with fewer open aftractions, but Seaport Village and Sea World will be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., The San Diego
Zoo and the Wild Animal Park from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and LEGOLAND from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The Fleet Science
Center will be open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

http://www sddt.com/news/tools/index.cfm?Process=print&SourceCode=20071220tbi 12/25/2007
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Special events, hours
tailored for holiday season

Art Facts
By Kathleen
: Dowling

The San Diego Symphony’s
Winter Pops Holiday Pops
Concert celebrates the holidays
with performances that began
Thursday and will continue
through the weekend.
 Sunday’s performance will be
a family festival concert where
Santa and Mrs. Claus will make
a guest appearance. Perform-
ances, conducted by Matthew
Garbutt, will feature Mariachi
Champana Nevin and soprano
Monica Abrego as well as the
San Diego Civic Youth Ballet
and the San Diego Master
Chorale.

The San Diego Natural
History Museum has extended
its display of the Dead Sea
Scrolls through Jan. 6, so
there are additional opportu-
pities to see the 15 featured
scrolls, including the Ten
Commandments and the
Copper Scroll.

Though the museum will be
closed Christmas Day, it has
also extended its hours through
Jan. 6. Today through Sunday,
the museum will be open 9
a.m.-10:30 p.m. On Christmas
Eve and New Year’s Eve, the
museum will be open 9 a.m.-

6:30 p.m., and Dec. 26-Jan. 6
(except for New Year’s Eve) the
museum will be open 9 a.m. to
10:30 p.m. For each of the
days, the last ticket will be sold
an hour-and-a-half prior to the
museum’s closing.

This weekend is the last
weekend to view California
Ballet’s Nutcracker at the San
Diego Civic Theatre.

The performances run
through Sunday. The New
Village Arts Theatre will also
close its run of its holiday show,
“Off the Ground,” Sunday. .

The Old Globe has added an
extra performance of “Dr.
Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!” 11 a.m. Dec. 29.
The performance for that after-
noon, which was scheduled to
start 2 p.m., will now begin
2:30 p.m. in order to make
time for the additional show.

Many of the county’s attrac-
tions will be open for abbrevi-
ated hours Christmas Eve.

Christmas Day will be qui-
eter, with fewer open attrac-
tions, but Seaport Village and
Sea World will be open from
10 a.m.-6 p.m., The San Diego
Zoo and the Wild Animal
Park from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and
LEGOLAND from 10 a.m.-5
p-m. The Fleet Science Center
will be open from 11 a.m.-
4 p.m.

kathleen.dowling@sddt.com

Source Code: 20071220thi
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Paradise is found at the San HHege Museum of
Photegraphic Arts, Mow through January 13, the
exhibition Picturing Eden examines the nmaay facets
of paraddise, from a plase of contemplation and
restoration fo & site of loneliness, The ﬂnhm:?;en
Is prespnted in four seetions: Pasadise L vst, Paradise
Reconstructed, Despairing of Paradise, and Paradise Anew, The
exfibition inclades work by mere than 30 artists, including
Michasl Kenna, Sally Mans, Han Ngnyen, and Dosg anid Mike
Starn, Yickets are $4 10 88, www. ;rmm org

Tha hotiost reality shoew of the summer season
is alout t0 become so real you'll be able to see
perspiration glistening on the faces of vour favorite
dancers, From the makers of Smerican {ded, 8o You

Think You Can Dance? is seming to the San Diegs
Spors Arena, bringing with them the top competiions of seasen
thres. f ceurse, you'll have 1o get off the couch and out of the
house, but sometimes vou just have to suifer for your art (or
somuene else's). The show heging ar 8 . an Nevember {8,
Tickets are $35 10 $54.50, www fox.com/dance

Work off those extra pounds 1o make room for spime
more, Joi Hike Bike Kayak San Diogo for fts annual
Thanksgiving Day Paddle in Lz Jolla Bovember 2P at
16 a.0m After o fun two-hour kayak tour in La Jolia,

you can sit down for your Thasksgiving dinner guilt
free! Comvact Hike Bike § Hayals te reserve yeur spot, Yickoss e
$40 1o $56 per persen. www.hikel hikekayak.com

Enfay the classios at the Svanet Theatre
presentation of It's a Wonderful Life, performed as
aradio show betere o five studie sudience. taspired
hy the ciassic Amorican fitm, the show is performed
By & versatils vast of actors wha perform the dozens
aof chavacters in the radie play to five sound effests and festive
holiday musie. The show runs from Movember 23 vo Becember 30,
and tickets are $22 to 530, wWww.eygnettheatre.com

f-F

in case you have missed i the past 35 yeary, the San
Diego Harbor Parade of Lights gives you twe chances
te cateh it this yoar. This colorful evest happens
Becomber Sand 16 from 5:30 10 0 . and celehrates
' } the holiday season by dressing apocal boate in
|

Ul

steands of flickering lights and parading them theough the harher
1o the delight of alt who wateh. For hoaters, a gnod viewlng areais
where the parade route rurns for Coronade, near the 10th Avenue
Terminal. For landiubbers, try the nerith or south ands of the

Embarcadero, www.sdparadestlights.org
R

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stale Christmas, hack

forits 1th Jayous yoar, is a wanderful, whimsieal

produciion that once again jumps right off the pages
of the eiassic Iy, Seuss bosk and onte 14 ghe
Theatre siage. ome fake partinthe fug

Biahe is ransformed into snow-soveretd Who-vitle right down 1o
the last can of Who-hash! Ticket prices range from §84 1o

astults and from 319 1a $31 for children (3-17 years), Koy
fo ) mhor 3, www thealdinhe ram ERAI W W RAs mn
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The Old Globe

1363 Old Globe Wy., Balboa Park, San
Diego, _Fj#---~ 12/30 =T, 16, 2327 &
29: 2 & 7:30p, 18-21 & 28: 7:30p, 22: 11a, -
2:30 & 7:30p, 24 & 30: 1 & 5:30p, F 4o v
F~839-59 ( —#% ). $19-31 (3-17 4% ),
& 619-23-GLOBE, www.theoldglobe.com

- How the
‘Grinch Stole

- Christmas!
TUYFRES®TIURTRERMED |

HR—0 AT AEETBH T~ 4

CHECKELBEOSUVF, R
Ty X UDBERITEEUDONE
BRUITICEBED T\ FET, EpESE
HEFNNT U UFIZH 5 ORE
CBEQATHA -, TH, AYlZY
2T AR AP KN ORE |
DrnA—2DU Sy RERES
THREAITI 2~ NI, The Old
Globe TIXLE 10 EE, KUF—DE
BELTTH>MIEELELE, LB
BEP, Globe RIENEDT~T 1)1
[T, BEKBEAOAEAT -V TT,

]



SAN DIEGU ULAFFLIvS
Gay & Lesbian Times

BEC 1 8 2007

ARTS & ente

THEA TER -

Two Chrlstmas classncs and a

premiere

by Jean Lowerison

Dr. Seuss’ How the
Grinch Stole

Christmas

A decade after that Christmas-and
Who-hating Grinch first raged across the
Old Globe Theatre stage, the old meanie
has gotten a makeover, with a hairier
costume that looks like rancid seaweed
and - ready for this? - pixie boots.

Jack O'Brien's production of Dr
Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas
has since gone on to Broadway, where a
judge recently ordered it to go on despite
the striking stagehands. But the Grinch
and his friends have never left San
Diego, where they've become a fixture
on the local Christmas scene. This year's
show plays through Dec. 30 on the Old
Globe stage, now directed by Benjamin
Endsley Kiein.

In honor of the 10th anniversary, the
show has been spiffed up with three
new songs and an expanded dance
sequence by Bob Richard. The show
opens with the carol “Welcome
Christmas (Fah Who Doraze)," from the
animated Grinch film. “This Time of
Year,” & duet for Old and Young Max
(Martin Van Treuren and James Royce
Edwards) is a sprightly comedy number.
“It's the Thought That Counts,” {replac-
ing “last Minute Shopping”) is a full
company number done in rotating duets
and trios about the joys and horrors of
Christmas shopping. And this year the
audience gets 1o sing along with “You're
a Mean One, Mr. Grinch.” Even the
orchestrations sound different - fuller
and, well, a fittle more strange.

Playing the Grinch this year is last
year's Old Max, Kevin Bailey, cutting a

kytar Starrs Sibeas Cindy-Lou Who (Red Cost)and

Kevin Bailey as the Grinch in The Old Globe's 2007
production of 'Dr. Seuss Howrthe Gnnch Stole Chustmas

hilarious figure as-he grumps around the
stage, plotting the demise of Christmas
and explaining to Mama Who (the
always-delightful Melinda Gilb) that he's
“from Whoston. "

The kids' parts.are double cast, Skylar
Starrs Siben, the Cindy-Lou Who | saw,
is absolutely winning, and she shares a
great stage moment with the Grinch as
she attempis to soften the famous heart
that's two sizes 100 small. As she pre-
pares 1o sing “Santa for a Day," the
Grinch turns his eyes heavenword and
deadpans, “Oh no! It's a ballad!”

Let's face it, no matter what they do
with it, the Grinch is a winner.

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christras, plays through Dec. 30 at the
Old Giobe Theatre. Shows Tuesday

ZLIAYMHOS DIYED

The cast _ot e.0ld Glohe's 2007 protaction ot ‘Dr. Seuss’ How the Gririch Stole Chiristiia

through Sunday at 7:30;
matinees  Saturday and

& Sunday at various times.

For tickets call 619-23-

GLORE or visit

www. TheOldGlobe.org.
4
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A favorite show of

Skylay Starrs-Siben and Kevin Bailey star in 21 Seuss’ How the

the year is back

Grinch Stole Chrisimas!. Photo credit: Cralg Schwariz

by Diana Saenger

eturning fo the Old
Globe in its entire holi-
day splendor is Dr. Seuss’ How
the Grinch Stole Christmas!
The show is now playing at
the Globe Theater in Balboa

Park through December 30.

Launched in 1998, the Globe
has performed this family fa-
vorite year after year, having
played to more than 350,000
children and adults.

With a book and lyrics by
Timothy Mason, music by Mel
Marvin, and directed by Jack
O'Brien, the tenth annual pro-
duction features a number of
major revisions, including three
new songs. Other changes to
the show include expanded
dance sections in the children’s
song, “Whatchamawho,” a
redesigned costume for the
Grinch, and many significant
changes to the book of this
beloved musical.

No stranger to roles at the Old
Globe (Max last year and many
national roles) Kevin Bailey re-
turns to the show as the Grinch
and recently chatted with the
Gazetie about the show.

“l was very fortunate last year
to play Max, but I yearned to
play Grinch — a villainous cad
with a deep baritone voice,” said
Bailey.” It's really great to have
some fun while playing an iconic
bad guy that becomes good.”

Iconic is vight. Who hasn't
heard of The Grinch? “It’s
hard to image anyone in this
country who hasn't,” said Bai-
ley. “And [ couldn’t be happier
with this cast. They are all just
wonderful.”

While some actors shy
away from acting with kids,
Bailey embraces the idea. “I
love it. They provide a great
reality check on stage. For me
its one great big family.”

Can starring in a show that's
done again and again be chal-
lenging to make the role your
own?

“Yes," said Bailey. “I try to
make it different, and asked
myself, ‘What can I bring to
The Grinch? besides new
actors in different parts, the
new show songs, new cos-
tumes and new production
elements.””

Patrons will find out when
they see the show. A. J. Fog-
giano of El Cajon, Dallas Perry
of Santee and Lakeside’s Kayla
Solsbak represent Fast County
kids who have a role in The
Grinch.

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch
Stole Christmas! Now ~ De-
cember 30, 1363 Old Globe
Way in Balboa Park, tickets
619) 23-GLOBE, on the
Giobe website at www.The-
OldGlobe.org.
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Stages of Christmas:

By CHARLENE BALDRIDGE | ViLLace News

Through Dec. 30: Cygnet The-
atre (6663 El Cajon Blvd:, San
Diego) presents its second annual
production of Joe Landry’s “It’s a
Wonderful Life: A Radio Play.”
The stage work with music is an
adaptation of the 1946 Frank
Capra film classic, which starred
Jimmy Stewart as George Bailey,
a small-town guy with a huge
wanderlust and a big heart. Play-
ing the role for the second year,
Tom Andrews seems in some
moments to channel Stewart, but
he has great depth of feeling and
appeal of his own. Each portray-
al has deepened, in fact. The
exceptionally droll Scott Paulson,
Foley artist, leader of the Teeny
Tiny Pit Orchestra and producer
of UCSD’s annual Toy Piano Fes-
tival, returns to provide sound
effects. Jonathan Dunn-Rankin, a
former San Diego radio broad-
caster and longtime theatrical
presence, plays the broadcast
announcer and numerous addi-
tional roles, and the charming
David Gallagher portrays Bailey’s
guardian angel. Trevor
Hollingsworth and Shane Sim-
mons round out the male contin-
gent. Melissa Fernandez and
Veronica Murphy return as the
town’s distaff, and Brenda Dodge
joins Cygnet’s cohesive ensemble
(directed by Sean Murray) as
George’s wife. The audience
response Nov. 29 was vociferous.
This warm and pleasing show is
bound to become a favorite
Christmas tradition, folks. For
tickets and information, visit

‘Life’

and ‘Grinch’

PHOTO BY CRAIG SCHWARTZ

Kevin Bailey is the Grinch (@enter) with the Who Children in the Old Globe’s 2007
production of “Dr, Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas!’ through Dec 30.

Www.cygnettheatre.coni or call
(619) 337-1525. ‘

Through Dec. 30: The Old
Globe (1363 0Old Globe Way, Bal-
boa Park) presents an updated

“Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch
Stole Christmas!” with three
new songs, a new Grinch (Broad-
way veteran, musically perfect
Kevin Bailey) and an outstanding
0ld Max (Broadway veteran Mar-
tin Van Treuren). The tenth
anniversary production also wel-
comes the return of many who
created roles in the original
Globe production, including
Melinda Gilb, who was the origi-
nal Mama Who, and veteran
Papa Who Steve Gunderson. Van
Treuren and James Royce

S

Edwards (Young Max) sing one of

W wemeniiornre 8l B

the new songs, “This Time of
Year,” and the other two new
numbers are ensemble pieces: a
carol from the animated film
titled “Fah Who Doraze,” and the
amusing “It’s the Thought That
Counts.” The Grinch has a new
costume and new, green facial
makeup, but the best part is Bai-
ley’s well-employed singing voice,
with which he manages every-
thing from bass-baritone growls
o a simpatico pianissimo in his
duet with opening night’s
adorable Cindy-Lou Who, fourth-
grader Gaby Greenwald, who
doesn’t miss a beat. Surely, this is
San Diego’s (and now New
York’s) established tradition.
Tickets are available on-line at
www.theoldglobe.com or by call-
ing (619} 23-GLOBE.
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SWEET TREATS
OF NOSTALGIA

Holiday shows
deliver the goods wemm

You're A Mean One...

Size does matter. It’s a lesson learned in Dr.
Seuss’ How The Grinch Stole Christmas!, in which
the titular monster finally learns to embrace the
Yuletide holiday once his too-small heart grows
three times its size overnight.

Now in its 10th year at the Old Globe Theatre
and its second on Broadway, the musical is that
rare theatrical oddity with equal appeal to adults
and children. Perhaps some adults in the audi-
ence were just being devoted parents, while oth-
ers came to revel in the nostalgia of the beloved
book and classic 30-minute CBS cartoon version.

At an easily palatable 75 minutes, the one-act
show—tightly directed by Benjamin Endsley Klein
with fidelity to Jack O’Brien’s original concept—
is the perfect length to keep everybody entertained.

Much of the credit for this goes to the slightly
campy Kevin Bailey, who has deepened his char-
acterization of the Grinch into the kind of guy
you love to hate, and yet love with empathy at
the same time, Buried beneath a ton of makeup
and green fur, Bailey has an uncanny connec-
tion with the audience through a commanding
stage presence.

Everyone can find endearing both versions

of the Grinch’s put-upon dog, Max: Martin -

van Treuren as Old Max who narrates the tale,
and the adorable James Royce Edwards as Young
Max, who tries to stop the Grinch from destroy-
ing the Whos’ Christmas by stealing their trees,
their presents and their food. Bah, humbug per-
sonifies the Grinch’s nature as he slithers and
dances through several snappy musical numbers.
Despite its simplicity, the show has a high-
- tech, Broadway feel that gives it visual excite-
ment, like the cartoon-inspired sets by John Lee
Beatty and Robert Morgan’s whimsical costumes
that make the actors seem uniformly elfin.
For those who have seen the show before, this
year’s production sports three new songs by Tim-
othy Mason which gives it a more seamless qual-

82 - The Bottomline wahmiamiine s

ity, while also making it seem more like a full-

" scale Broadway musical. The rhyming story

remains, enchanting all with its clever couplets.

But next to Bailey, the enormously tal-
ented young Skylar Starrs Siben knocks them
dead as Cindy-Lou Who, with a sweet, pure
voice that Mama Rose would have been proud
of. The rest of the cast is just as spot-on in
their portrayals and their singing. Even more
than size, professionalism does matter.

Sappy, Wonderful Shades of Jimmy Stewart
‘Turn back the clock to the 1940s and set
the dial for a double dose of holiday nostalgia.
Cygnet Theatre’s radio play version of I’s A Won-
derful Life is a refreshing new spin on a tradi-
tional favorite, the film starring James Stewart.
The show harkens back to the golden age
of radio when families gathered together for
inspirational broadcasts and wholesome enter-
tainment. Cleverly conceived and drawn directly
from the enduring Capra film, savvy studio actors
employ their vocal talents and live radio sound
effects to re-imagine the much-loved celluloid
tale of George Bailey’s journey of self-worth.
In its second year, Cygnet’s staging is done as
alive 1940’ broadcast complete with head-high
microphones, piano and actors in authentic *40s
dress and hair styles (note the ladies’ roll-up hose).
The show sounds so authentic that if you dose
your eyes you can conjure the scene through the
fascinating sound effects of George Ye and Foley
sound designer Scott Paulson. Sean Murray’s swift,
intermission-less direction makes even the singing
commercials fly by as the compelling story unfolds.
It centers, of course, around the all-Ameri-
can mentsch George Bailey, played with deep
feeling by Tom Andrew while resisting being a
parody of Stewart even as he recalls the famed
actor’s unique cadence. Bailey owns the S & L
in Bedford Falls, which is the nemesis of the
greedy financier, Mr. Potter, since it allows local

Kevin Bailey as the"Grinch” and James Royce Edwards as Young
Max"in The Old Globe's 2007 production of Dr. Seuss’ How The Grinch
Stole Christmas!, book and tyrics by Timothy Mason; music by Mel
Marvin; directed by Benjamin Endsley Klein (based on the original -
concept and direction by Jack O'Brien). Now playing in the 0ld Globe
Theatre. Photo by Craig Schwartz,

folks to own their homes, one of the central fea-
tures of the American dream.

We catch the desperate Bailey on Christmas
Eve contemplating suicide, feeling alone and
defeated after a lifetime of sacrificing his dreams
of adventute to help others. Clarence, an angel

* second-class played by the versatile David

Gallagher, is sent to help George by making him
save the angel who fakes drowning. Clarence
shows George what the world would have been
like if he had never been born. George realizes
that he has indeed lived a “wonderful life”
with a loving wife and children, plus the com-
plete respect of the townsfolk,

The cast is uniformly splendid, with several
actors shifting from one character to another
with remarkable ease, and vocal numbers that
take us back to the sound of the Andrews Sisters
and a time when attention deficit disorder had
no name. At an audience-friendly 95 minutes,
this show will warm the cockles of your heart.

i Y0U GO

~= KW THE GIRIVCH STOLE CHRISTMIAS Performances
through December 30. Oid Giobe Theatre, Baiboa
Park, San Diego. 619.23.GLOBE or theoldglobe.org.
- JT°S A WONDERFUL LIFE Performances through
December 30. Cygnet Theatre, 6663 EI Cajon Bivd., Col-
lege Area of San Diego, 619.337.1525 or
cygnettheatre,com,
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this family favorite year after year, having played
to more than 350,000 children and adults.

The 10th anniversary production will feature
anumber of major revisions, including three new
songs, among them a duet between Young Max
and Old Max entitled “This Time of Year” A
full company number entitled “It’s the Thought
that Counts,” as well as the delightful carol, “Fah
‘Who Doraze;” from the popular animated ver-
sion of How the Grinch Stole Christmas!, Other
changes to the show include expanded dance sec-
tions in the children’s song “Whatchamawho,”
a redesigned costumne for the Grinch, and many
significant changes to the book of this beloved
musical. (For more on this holiday favorite turn
to page 82.)

1§ You GO —or seuss' wow riE ariNGH STOLE
CHRISTHASI Tickets are now on sale and will be avail-
able by phone at 619.23.GLOBE, on the Globe website
at TheQldGiobe.org, or by visiting the box office at 1363
Old Globe Way in Balboa Park. Ticket prices range from

(Left) Kevin Bally s the Grinch n Od Globe Theatre’s production of Or. Seuss'How the Grnch Stole hrstmas! S $39 o $59 for adults and from $19 to $31 for children
{Right) Martin Van Treuren as Old Max (standing) and James Royce Edwards as Young Max. Photos by Craig Schwartz. (3-17 years ).Now through December 30.

DR. SEUSS'
HOW THE
GRINCH STOLE
CHRISTMAS!

THE OLD GLOBE
CELEBRATE

10TH YEAR OF SAN
DEGO'S FAVOHT
HOLIDAY TRADITION

Executive Director Louis G. Spisto, Artis- SN ) : : .
tic Director Jack O’Brien and Resident Artis- rates put you in a bmd: Call
tic Director Jerry Patch of the Tony Award- | for great mortgage options
winning Old Globe are pleased to present | g before your ARM adjusts!
the 10th anniversary production of San Diego’s - ’ ———
premiere holiday event, Dr. Seuss’ How the
Grinch Stole Christmas!, book and lyrics by
Timothy Mason, music by Mel Marvin, play-
ing through December 30.

Launched in 1998, the Globe has performed

Don't let increasing interest

i
0
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"Carmel Valley 4th

arader plays

Cindy Lou Who at The Old Globe

who enchants the
Grinch. Gaby is cast
with other very tal-
ented actors from

Angeles and New
York. She alter-
nates the role of

with another North
County talent, Sky-
lar Starrs Siben, to

aby Greenwald
Photo/Daniel Baird

cover all 44 performances. Other Carmel |

Valley cast members include Hannah

Prater and Alison Grace Norwood, both =+

playing Betty-Lou Who alternately, Gaby
has been in several youth musical theater
performances since age 7 but this marks
her very first professional role, and first
involvement with The Old Globe. This
4th grader from Sycamore Ridge Elemen-
tary School claims, “playing Cindy Lou is
the most fun role I've ever played,” and
hopes to do more professional work as
such.

This year’s production stars Kevin

San Diego, Los

Cindy-Lou Who £

Carmel Valley resident Gaby Greenwald, 10,
joins The Old Globe’s 10th year anniversary pro-
duction of Dr. Seuss” How The Grinch Stole
Christmas! as “Cindy-Lou Who,” the little g1r1

[

Gaby Greenwald as
"Cindy-Lou Who" and
Kevin Bailey as "The
Grinch™ in The Old
CGilobe's annual holiday
musical, Dr. Seuss' HOW
THE GRINCH STOLE
CHRISTMAS!

Bailey as “The Grinich” and boasts a number of major production
updates, including three new songs. Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christmas! opened on Nov. 25 and runs through Dec. 30 at the Old
Globe Theatre in Balboa Park, San Diego. Ticket prices range from $39
to $59 (adults) and $19 to $31 (children 3 to 17). For more information,
call (619) 23-GLOBE or visit www.theoldglobe.org.
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Much to see on stage
this holiday season!

f By Alice Cash

Take a break from the endless holiday shop-
ping and get over to the theatre! Theatre tickets
make great gifts. You don’t have to go to that
last sale at Nordstrom, just relax and sit inside a
cozy theatre watching an amazing show. I also
| want to challenge you to bring someone who is
not really a theatre patron, make it your New
Year’s Resolution.

It was totally raining in San Diego, literally,
and on stage. “Rain” recently played at Broad-
way San Diego at the Civic Theatre. The show
created by Cirque Eloize, a Quebec-based ensem-

Alice Cash

- Theater review — from a teen perspective

{

ble, has traveled all over the world, from the Sydney Opera House to
' New York’s Lincoln Center. The performance combines spectacular
- visual effects, powerful stunts of skill, avant-garde movement and, of
| course, rain.

The acts included juggling, tumbling, giant hula-hoops with people
rolling around inside of them, climbing ribbons, acrobats, and much,
much more. For each new feat, your mouth would hang open with what
the company would do next. My favorite part was the rain and their
interpretations of it, from swimming to playing soccer, to just standing
in it. The company included Jocelyn Bigras, Nicolas Boivin-Gravel,

Irina Builiy, Oksana Buuliy, Ashley Carr, Jean-Philippe Labelie, Nadine |

Louis, Sandrine Merette, Bartlomiej Pankau, Samuel Roy, Anna Ward,
Jonas Woolverton and Jacek Wyskup.

The stage pictures and visual effects were stunning in the show.
The lighting really added to the picture designed by Martin Labrecque,
with beautiful music being performed
piano (which was carried on and off stage by one man!) designed by
Maria Bonzanigo and Lucie Cauchon. The show was directed and writ-
ten by Daniele Finzi Pasca about childhood explorations and rain.

The show closed this past weekend, but up next for Broadway San
Diego is the hit “High School Musical’” playing from Dec. 26-30, You
don’t want to miss this show! You can call (619) 570-1100 or go to

www.broadwaysd.com for ticket information.

Eokskesked

This week I was also had the opportunity to see a high school pro-
duction of infamous “Annie.” I was pleasantly surprised at the level of
talent on the stage and am now convinced that teenagers were supposed
to play the high-belting orphans. For a high school production, T was
also quite amused that the Mr. Warbucks had really shaved his head. The
dedicated Warbucks certainly captured my attention (Josh Herren) as
well as the positively sinister Ms. Hannigan (Jamie Bock) and squeaky-
voiced Lily (LaVon Wageman). Senior Kali Lindsay played a very con-
vincing Annie. The Francis Parker High School production was very
professional and even imaginatively performed in a thrust stage (three-
sided) seating arrangement, I congratulate them on a job well done. If
you would like to know more about Francis Parker’s drama program you
can go to http://www.francisparker.org/index.php?option:com,con-
tent&etask=blogcategory&id=149&Itemid=451 .

Hokkok

on the stage with singing and a-

5 ily, in fact, about half the audience

Grease -+ Hairspray = an even more incredible show. Now playing

at the La Jolla Playhouse, “Crybaby,” which is a show based on the John

- Waters film, tells the story of Cry Baby Walker and his love for the
| “square” Alison. I was able to see the show during a student matinee and
the energy and excitement was contagious. “Let Me Kiss You with
' Tongue,” was a particular favorite with the teen crowd. The show js
| transferring to Broadway next year, so go see it while it is still in San
| Diego. “Crybaby” is up there for one of the best shows I have seen this
| year! The show has closed but for information on upcoming shows at
the La Jolla Playhouse, visit www.lajollaplayhouse.org or call (858)

550-1010 for more information!
ko sk

| OK, so it’s Christmas time again, and a big San Diego tradition
is back for its 10¢h year; “The Grinch” is now playing at the Old
Globe Theatre. - The show actually originated 10 years ago during a
conference between Ms. Audrey Giesel and Jack O’Brien. This classic
for San Diego Theatre is now a New York phenomenon, it’s back, big-
ger and better than ever before with new changes, including three new
songs such as “Wahoo Doree” and “You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch.”
The show is spectacular as ever and a great treat for the entire fam-
was younger than 10, and they all
really enjoyed it. The show offers audience interaction as well as a great
first-time theatre experience. “The Grinch” is especially eccentric and
outrageous, not really scary, but he had huge facial expressions and
physicality played by Kevin Bailey. Cindy Lou Who whom befriends
the two sizes too small Grinch was played by Gaby Greenwald. And the
dogging Max’s played by Martin Van Treuren and James Royce
Edwards.

The new additions to the show really add to it and make it even bet-
ter than it already was, If you haven’t seen the show before, you've def-
initely got to make it this year with an amazing ensemble that adds to the
energy on stage! There are so many kids in the production but they are
all very professional and Jjust so exciting to watch, During “Whatchama-
who,” all the kids go crazy around the Grinch, playing with their toys
and screaming and yelling. It was very cute.

The sets and costumes are straight from the book, designed magi-
cally by John Lee Beatty and Robert Morgan respectively. The lights
created striking effects, especially when the Grinch would hit a whip to
the floor and make the lights turn on where it struck, designed by Pat
Collins, and sound was great as usual, designed by Paul Peterson,

The Grinch wag originally directed by Jack O’Brien, most recently
retired from the Old*Globe and is now a hit director on the great white
way. This is a great first timer or seasoned patron theatre production, and
is perfect for families. You can go to www.oldglobe.org or call (619)
234-5623 for more information.

Get away from the rain, crowds and

your books and enjoy this hol-
iday season in a San Diego theatre.
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The Grinch (Kevin Bailey) struts his staff as he plots
to rob Whoville blind in The Qld Globé:Theatre’s Dr.
Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas!

Global exchéhge

REVAMPED GRINCH MARKS
A NEW BEGINNING FOR
THE OLD GLOBE'S Jack O’BRIEN

BY ’MARTIN JONES WESTLIN

At least one patron sat transfixed during Dr Seuss’
How the Grinch Stole Christmas!; that vaguely mushy
butheartfelt season’s-greeting musical now in its 10th
year at The Old Globe Theatre. That's not saying much.
This little girl’s been to plays with'me before, and her
mom and I always laugh at how she totally shuts down
once the lights come up. If depth of concentration were
dollars and cents, the kid could have bought out Globe
artistic director Jack O'Brien’s contract, with room
to spare for her college tuition fund and an Orange

Dream aft Jamba Juice (her fave).

She was spared the former prospect as of Thursday,
Dec. 8. That’s when the theater announced that O'Brien,
its artistic director since 1981 and winner of three of the
last five! Best Director Tony Awards, will, on Jan. 1,
assume the title of artistic director emeritus. That’s a
fancy way of saying his role at The Globe will drasti-
cally diminish amid crushing demands on the East
Coast, where he’s one of the most sought-after figures
in commercial and nonprofit theater today.

O’Brien, 68, numbers The Grinch among more than
60 Globe productions he’s helmed; the slate includes big-
name world premieres like Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
and The Full Monty. He got The Grinchto Broadway in
2006; this season, the show holds two distinctions back
Bast: It Was the first casualty of last month’s stagehands
strike, and a judge ruled it could reopen during the
walkout because of its short holiday run. The strike
ended fiVe days later.

) Thisgﬁme around, local Grinchaudiences are treat-
ed to three new songs and a nice choreographic dust-
off. The :story is the brighter for it, with Kevin Bailey’s
wheedling Grinch effecting a flawless change of heart
after heirobs the residents of Whoville blind on Christ-
mas Day. The role of Cindy-Lou Who (played on alter-
nate nights by Skyler Starrs Siben and Gaby Green-
wald) is drawn too apologetically for me. Cindy’s a
bright kfid, but her dialogue paints her as overly naive
amid the Grinch’s wholesale thievery. Melinda Gilb
and Ste;ve Gunderson hold sway as Mama and Papa
Who; they’re nicely typecast and are among several San
Diego attors in this show.

The local ¢onnections, of course, don't stop there,
The story was written by 50-year La Jolla resident
Theodor Seuss Geisel, known worldwide as the iconic
children’s author Dr. Seuss. Geisel died in 1991 at age87.

The (Globe’s new artistic directorship will be shared
by longtime dramaturge Jerry Patch and Darko Tres-
njak, who since 2004 has served as artistic director of
the thedter’s summer Shakespeare festivals. The
acclaim:ed Tresnjak, 41, fancies more obscure materi-
al, plays whose missteps may have relegated them to
the depths. “Bruised beauties,” he calls them, prefer-
ring to flesh out their better qualities before consign-
ing them to obscurity. There’s a forthrightness in that

- phrase one that will ideally declare itself in the the-

ater’s play choices, ‘ S

Such candor similarly underscored O’Brien’s
shows-t-and although I found his direction too effu-
sive at times, 1 didn’t see a trace of that trait in The
Grinch:If she could write, my little buddy likely would
have said as much amid her own scrutiny—remem-
ber, shedidn’t so much as blink during the whole thing,
Little did she know she was also taking in a play that
marks a major transition in local theater history, B3

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas! runs
through Dec. 80 at The Old Globe Theatre mainstage,
1363 Old Globe Way; Balboa Park. $19-$39. 619-23-
GLOBE or www.oldglebe.org,

s
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fClosing out the year
‘with final performances

Art Facts
By Kathleen
Dowling

Several holiday shows will
make their final performances
“in San Diego this weekend. “Dr.
“Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
- Christmas,” which is showing at
“the Old Globe Theatre, closes
“Sunday. The Globe announced
‘it has added an additional per-
'formance on 11 a.m. Saturday.
-Call the theatre’s box office at
" (619) 234-5623 for availability.
The Cygnet Theatre Company
also closes its curtains on “It’s A
Wonderful Life: A Radio Play”
Sunday. Limited tickets remain.
For more information, call (619)
.387-1525 or visit cygnetthe-
_atre.com.

North Coast Reperatory
Theatre’s performances of
¢ Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”
" close Sunday. For more infor-
_ mation, call (858) 481-1055 or
" visit northcoastrep.org.

Several Balboa Park atirac-

tions will welcome guests on
New Year’s Day, including the
San Diego Zoo, which will open
9 a.m.-5 p.m. (last entrance at 4
p-m.). The Natural History
Museum will be open 9 am.-9
p.m.; The Reuben H. Fleet
Science Center and Imax
Theater will be open 9:30 a.m.-
7 p.m.; and:the San Diego
Model Railroad Museum will be
open 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Beginning Jan. 1, the
Museum of Contemporary Art
San Diego will implement new
hours at its downtown location.
The museum will be open 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Fridays through
Mondays, and Wednesdays. The
museum will be open for
extended hours on Thursdays 11
a.m.~7 p.m. and will be closed
Tuesdays.

Its La Jolla location will keep its
current hours, which are 11 am.-5
p.m. Fridays through Tuesdays, 11
am.~7 p.m. Thursdays and closed
Wednesdays. For more informa-
tion, call (858) 454~3541 or visit
measd.org.

kathleen.dowling@sddt.com

Source Code: 20071227thi
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your resolutions for 2008,

| recently read only 46 percent of people
who make New Year's resolutions stick with
them six months later.

Being the supportive person 1 am (wink,
wink), in an effort to increase retention rates
and assist everyone in maintaining their reso-
lutions this year, this column is dedicated to
helping you keep your resclutions.

Resolution No. 1:

Spend more time
with friends and
family

Normally, two weeks during the holidays
with my family is more than enough time for
the year, but if you want to spend more guality
time with your loved ones, then treat them to
a nice cup of joe and dessert at Babycakes,
“where fun meets fabulous,” coming in 2008
to David's Coffee House on 3766 Fifth Ave.
For more information, check out
http://www.myspace.com/baby-
cakessandiego.

By }é‘
If you're looking for a night on the town,
don't miss San Diego Restaurant Week,
Jan. 27-Feb. 1. More than 130 of the city’s
best restaurants offer three-course dinners for
a fixed price of $30 or $40 {not including bev-
erages, tax, and gratuity} during the annual
event. {'m no mathematician, but 130 restau- -
rants multiplied by three courses equals a hel-

nother year has gone and now’s the time for you to contemplate

luva lot of options to choose from for the bud-
get gourmet. For a complete fist of participat-
ing restaurants, visit www.sandiegorestau-
rantwegk.com.

After a good dinner, join your fellow gays
for a pre-show party with hosted bar and light
appetizers at Out at the GlBbe, a periodic
avent for GLBT theater lovers at the Oid Globe.
This month, the evening begins at 6:30 p.m. on
Jan. 24 in the Globe Plaza and is followed by a
production of “Sea of Franquility” at 8 pm.
The cost is $18 per person, in addition to the
price of a ticket to see the show. The Old
Globe is located on 1363 Old Globe Way.

Resolution No. 2:
Lose weight and
get fit

} don't know about you, but going to the
gym is not my idea of fun. And we all know
everyone will be at the gym this time of year
to try and lose those extra holiday pounds. So,
avoid the crowd. Consider joining a sports..
group this year, and have some fun while you .
get in shape!

For those whe like to get
nice and wet, the Different
Strokes Swim Team invites
swimmers of all experience
levels for daily swims around
town. Be prepared for a good
workout and great fun! Visit
| http://www.dsst.org for mem-
bership requirements, practice
schedule and other important
information.

If you enjoy the open road,
the Rainbow Cyclists get
together on the first and third
Sunday of each month for
rides that range from 16 to
40+ miles. On the first Sunday of the month,
the team meets at the Solana Beach Amtrak
Station at 9 a.m., and on the third Sunday it
meets at the Old Town Transit Center at 8
a.m.. Check out www.rainboweyciists.org for
more information.

{f running is more your speed, Front
Runners & Walkers meet at the southeast

cormer of Sixth and Laurel on Mondays and
Wednesdays at 6 pm., Saturdays at 8 am.
and all major holidays at § a.m. for running
and walking. Visit www.frwsd org for more
info.

it you're looking for something a little more
hands on, then consider joining the San
Diego Wrestling Club for a little "mano y
mano” action. The Bulidogs practice on
Sundays at 4 p.m. and Thursdays at 7 pm. in
the main auditorium of The Center, located at
3909 Centre St. For membership and other

pertinent info, check out www.sdwrestling.org.

L
Resolution No. 3:
L3 .

Enjoy life more

Stuck in a rut or just don't know what to do
with yourself? Pick up a new hobby this year,
such as backpacking and hiking with Perfect
Pace, the Southem California non-profit gay
backpacking and hiking organization. The
group primarily focuses on overnight back-
packing trips, but also hosts day hikes and
extreme power hikes. New members are
encouraged fo register for a day hike before
attending a backpacking trip. For more info

vanue is different each month, so e-mail gay-
bookelub@cox.net for meeting places and
more information.

For thase craving a little more action, put
those dancing shoes on and shake your tail
feathers at a KP Dancehouse gay ballroom
and latin dance class, held every Tuesday at
Shooterz (3815 30th St.). Intermediate levels
meet at 6:30 p.m., beginners at 7:30 pm., and
the practicing party begins at 8:30 p.m.. The
fee is $8 for non-members, and $5 for mem-
bers {50 percent of proceeds go the Hillcrest
Youth Center). For more info, go to
www .kpdancehouse.com.

Resolution No. 5:
Volunteer

If getting more involved in your community
is one of your resolutions, there are many wor-
thy organizations in San Diego in need of sup-
port and voluntears, Mama's Kitchen
{wwww.mamaskitchen.org) and Special
Delivery (www.specialdeliverysandiego.com)
both prepare and defiver food to men, women
and children living with HIV/AIDS and other
gritical ilnesses. Auntie Helen's (www.aun-

and 1o register,
visit www.per-
fectpace.com.
Everyone
fikes an adven-
ture {to some
degree) and
The San
Diego Gay
Adventuring
Club is for
“people who
like to be physi-
cally active ata
moderate-and-
above level, and
are ready to
experience new
placss in the
world and meet
people whose views on life vary from our
own" {sounds very intriguing). f interested,
sign up for the Yahoo! group at.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sdgac/.

Resolution No. 4:
Learn something
new

We all learned in grade school that "read-
ing is fundamental,” partly because you can
always learn something valuable from a good
book. So why not make reading a more social
event by joining the Gay Book Cluh, a place
where book enthusiasts can “connect, con-
verse, challenge, laugh, and stimulate each
other” {tee-hee). There are several different
groups that meet monthly: The mixed group
(sexes and orientations) meets on the first
Monday of the month from 7-9 p.m.; a gay
men's group meets the first Wednesday from
7-9 p.m.,; another gay men's group meets the
first Saturday from 5-7 p.m.; and the gay
women’s group meets the first Thursday. The

tiehelens.org) provides free laundry service,
emergency clothing, and medical equipment
check-out to those fiving with HIV/AIDS.

The Center is always looking for volun-
teers to aid its numerous services, including
administrative and front-desk support, the
cyber center, and the Hillcrest Youth Center.
Visit wwwithecentersd.org for a complete list
of volunteer opportunities and an application.

If you have some extra time to spare but
don't know what arganization-you would like
to volunteer for, then stop by the Third Annual
San Diego LGBT Community Leadership
Council's Community Volunteer Fair on Jan. 9
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at The Center. More than
30 GLBT and progressive organizations will be
present and want you involved!

Whatever your resolution, have a safe and
happy New Year! | leave you with a relevant
quote from British diarist and critic James
Evershed Agate:

“New Year's Resolution: To tolerate fools
more gladly, provided this does not encourage
them to take up more of my time.” @
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The Grinch Returns

Thie Grinch is back in town, where he comfortably resides at The Old Globe throigh December 30, That beloved ogre has
been a presence at the Globe since 1998, when the first D Seuss How the Grinch Stole Christmus stage production was
launched. As meniorable as each year's show has been; the dirrent one is really special. To honor the tenth anniversary of the
Globe's production of Grinch, major revisions have been made, resulting in three new s‘oxigs‘, expanded dance sections for the
song “Whatchamawho," fresh duds for the Grinch, and numegotis changes to the story. New songs inchide a duet between
Young Max and Old Max titled "This Time of Year,” a full cOﬁa_pany musical number; “It's the Thought that Counts,” and the
carol "Fah Who Doraze” from the animated version of How the Grinch Stole Christmas. While there are some cast chariges,
other performers from past Grinch productions have returnedl this holiday season, For instance, Melinda Gilb and Steve
Gunderson reprise the roles of Mama Who and Papa Who tli;fey’created in the Globe's

inaugural production. Jack O'Brien, the show's original director

back in the leader’s seat for this even more wonderful

prochiction of what has bécome an American classic.

(619/23-GLOBE, wwwitheoldglobe.org) — bariens 6. bavies
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The Old Giobe
619-234-5623

1363 Old Globe Way
San Diego, CA 921071
www.theoldglobe.org

The Tony Award-winning Old Globe
is one of the most renowned regional
theaters in the country and is San
Diego’s flagship arts institution. An Old
Globe subscription makes the perfect
Holiday Gift, and Old Globe gift certifi- §
cates make the perfect stocking
stuffer, Subscriptions start at just $103,
and gift certificates are available in any
amount.

CHECK OUT THE HOLIDAY
 EVENTS GUIDE, p, 10

SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
North County Times
Escondido

ROV Z § 2007 )

“Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas” — The Old
Globe preseritsits’ 10th annual production of the Timothy .
Mason/Mel Marvin musical, with three new songs, a re--
vised book, a new dance number and a new Grinch cos-
tume; runs through Dec. 30; showtimeswvary, Old.Globe The-
atre, Balboa Park, San Diego; $39-$59, general; $19:$31,
children ages 3 {0 17; (619) 234-5623. , s
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Holiday guide: May your season be merry

hen many of us were chil-
~dren, the Christmas sea-
¢ U sonbegan the day after
Thanksgwmg Now it seems
to begin in September; at least
at such retailers as Costco.
The warchouse marketing
teamn has the nativity displays
up when the Biblical people de-
picted would still be working
on their summer tans.

We've also seen a special name
given to the day following
Thanksgiving — Black Friday
— when holiday shopping be-
gins in earnest, What an uplift-
ing namel

I should note that, for many
guys, shopping actually com-
mences at about noonon Christ-
mas Eve, and at that point, it’s
moved from earnest to emer-

- gency.

. This year, amid the shopping

‘and holiday preparations that

invariably occupy much of
our time, I would like to en-

its’ ID plus yearrun onFeb. 17 2008,

EARSHOT

courage all Chula Vistans, es-
pecially parents, to take ad-
vantage of some of the many
holiday-related performances
and sports events that are of-
fered. Some of them are in

Chula Vista, many are in San

Diego. Most of them are free
or-very low cost:

Each event involves others
working to brighten our-holiday
spirit. - v

. Asan early gift to the commu-.
mty, then, I present a partial list--
ing of events that are available
(listed by date of event):

slamparea, will ciose

HOME 4 THE HOLIDAYS 2007

Chula Vista Animal Care Facility and
other county facilities are trying to find
homes for orphaned animals. Ongoing
through.New Year's Eve. 130 Beyer

< Way, Chula Vista, Call 476-2491.

HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS

" “Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole

Christmas!” Nov. 25 through Dec. 30:
Old Globe Theatre, Balboa Park. Call
23-GLOBE. Web site: www.TheOld-

v Globe org.

STARLIGHT PARADE/T REE LIGHTING

Holiday tree lighting and 45th annual
Starlight Parade, Dec. | on Third Av-
enue, downtown Chula Vista. Tree
lighting 5:30 p.m., parade follows. Call
4221982,

HOLIDAY JUBLLEE - 1

"Holiday Jubilee,” acrobéts, singing,
dancing; comedy. Dec. I: California Cen-

, ter forthe Arts, Escandido. Call (800)

088-4253. Wel?.site:-www.artcenter.org.

SCROOGE - L

"Scrooge™ by ChiistidYouth Theater,
Ef Cajon. Dec, I-2. Call588 0206. Web
site: www.cyt.org.

LA JOLLA CHRIST MAS PARADE

50th annual La Jolla Chrlstmas parade
(:30 p.m.) and holiday festival (9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.). Dec. 2. Web site: www.ljpa-
rade.com.

TRADITIONS: A CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR

{5th annual “Traditions: A Christmas
Musical Spectacular.” Dec. 6-23: East
County Performing Arts Center, El Ca-
jon. Call588-0206. Web site: www.
CCTMusicaiTheater.com. . -

CLUB LV DANCE

Club:LV.Dance. Dec. 7: Loma Verde

Recreation Center, 1420 Loma Lane.
Web site: www.ci.chula~vista.ca.us.

'WINTER DANCE

Elementary school winter dance. Dec.
7: L.oma Verde Recreation Center, 1420
Loma Lane. Web site: www.ci.chula-
vista.ca.us.

BABES IN TOYLAND

"Babes in Toyland.” Dec. 7-9, 14~16, 2}~
23: San Diego Junior Theatre, 250
Third Ave,, Chula Vista, Call 239-8355.
Web site: www.juniortheatre.com.

ANNIE JUNIOR

“Annie Junior” featuring the Kroc Kids.
Dec. 7-9: doan B. Kroc Junior Theatre

. Company. Call 269-1522. Web site: -
kwww.KrocCemer.org.

DECEMBER NIGHTS

Balboa Park December Nights. Dec 7-
8. San Diego’s favorite kick-off 1o the
holiday season. Entertainment Friday,
5-{0 p.m.; Saturday, noon-i0 p.m. Par-
ticipating museums open free both
nights from 5-9 p.my, 30th year, large
crowds (300,000 over two days) ex-
pected. Web site: balboapark.org.



civ's New Attitude with Kevin Bailey
Breathing New Life into a Holiday Tradition

By Bill Biss

%mm

Kevin Bailey as The Grinch photo by Craig Schwartz

"NEED A JUMPSTART TO GET YOU IN THE HOLIDAY MOOI? The Old Globe has just the remedy for anyone feeling a bit grouchy
or“Grinchy”if you will. Dr. Seuss’ How The Grinch Stole Christmas! will transport you into the world of Whoville, where one mean green
creature discovers the true meaning of the holiday spirit from one adorable little Cindy LouWho. This beloved Dr. Seuss fantasy is sure
to make yourheart grow two inchesbiggerinthe process.Young and old alike should add The Old Globe production to their Christmas
wish list as many innovative changes have been made this year to the production. Rage spoke with actor Kevin Bailey who is wearing
the green and getting mean in this year's show.
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He described his characterization of this well-
known role by saying, “Significant to the Grinch
himself...he's just what you know and love about
this hard-hearted creature who wants one thing
more than anything else and that is to know what
is real holiday love and in a sense that, somebody
loves and belongs to him, The first time that
happens in the show and there are little kids and
an audience experiencing that, there is nothing
greater in life than watching the eyes of a six,
sevenor eight year-old, expand with that feeling.

Kevin and his partner, James J. Mellon, have
two young children of their own who came to the
show lastyear.”They came lastyearto seeme play
Old Max and they are very excited about coming
down this year to see me play the Grinch.”

What is the most challenging part of this role
as the Grinch? “Going into The Grinch, because |
certainly got to rehearse it last year) as being an
understudy, it is because the Grinch is a wonder-
ful, bigger-than-life character, there's that sense

of having to be and | want to use this word.care-
fully...
know what the Grinch really is, since in wonderful

Idon'tlike calling him a monster, You don't

Seuss-land, he’s this great made-up character, So,
he’s not a monster, but sort of a holiday bully. So,
how much bully he is versus how much play he
has. He can't be the meanest guy, so there is that

fine line of making sure you are mean enough
for a Christmas bully but without making him

38  RAGE monthly | DECEMBER 2007

just plain mean, you know? You also don't really
want to put fear into the young children. With a
live stage show, it hits kids in a way an animated
showdoesn't.

This larger-than-life creature is right in front
of you. But, underneath it all, there is playful-
ness to the Grinch, It's the greatest gift in the
world that a young girl has changed the heart of
this character”

Livivg & Dinung
Beproom

Kircren & Bamw
Custom UpHoLsTery

Lichmivg & Accessories

1037 Usiwemstry AVENUE . SAK DiEGO CA 92103
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This is Kevin Bailey’s second time around
appearingin Dr.Seuss’How The Grinch Stole Christ-
mas! He played Old Max in last year’s production
at The Old Globe. Kevin was also the understudy
forthe Grinch aswell,

The show is celebrating a very important
marker this year. Very pleased to be in the Grinch’s
shoes, Kevin said, “l know, since it’s their tenth
year. It's a pretty big milestone in any show’s his-
tory, Ithinkifit comes around ten seasonsin arow,
it means that the folks at the Old Globe are doing
something very right”

There is also the unveiling of a redesigned
costume forThe Grinch. And yes, the Grinchis still
green,”Exactly (Laughter) yes, that's correct. | saw
pictures from the Broadway production which is
where the costume design comes back from and
they are bringing some of those ideas back to San
Diego. So, it will seem like a whole new Grinch for
many, many people”

Neverhaving seen the showandwithapromise
to do 50 this time around, Kevin filled me in on
why it's such an enjoyable theatre experience.
“It's well worth it. | have to tell you, last year, it

seemed like we ran for two months. Initially, | was

like ‘Oh boy, | don't know if I've ever quite rung in
the holidays this soon! We all have that slightly
nose-down thought of why does everybody have
torushintotheholidays sofast? it seemslikeit hits
October 1st and everybody is not even thinking
of Halloween or Thanksgiving, but getting ready
for Christmas.

“But, you know what? We were in rehearsals last
yearin October and it never felt that way. It was so
muchfunto bein suchaholiday moodforsolong”

How The Grinch Stole Christmas! is so whimsical
that its magic is just that... "Magic,” as it puts the
audience in such a holiday mood. The show is
based originally on an animated holiday cartoon.
Just how does the production transfer that
animated world onto the stage? Kevin answers,
“Actually, brilliantly. | can only speak for myself,
but actually it may have been that way for you
too...but, when we were kids, there was only
Rudolph, Frosty the Snowman, Charlie Brown’s
Christmas and The Grinch. Those were the big
four, So, | enjoyed The Grinch as asholiday favorite,
and when you're just a wee one, watching The
Grinch at Christmas time was just one of the
greatestthrills”

DECEMBER 2007 | RRGE monthiy

37



