CLASSICAL MUSIC
Why is a festival with
the name Mainly Mozart
focusing on the music
of Richard Strauss?
Critic Valerie Scher
explainsitall BT
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RICHARD SEER'S EFFORTS AT THE GLOBE — A ‘WELL-KEPT SECRET IN SAN DIEGO'
~ PAY OFF FOR HIS STUDENTS, AND FOR THE THEATER WORLD P

By James Hebert
THEATER CRITIC

he 14 student actors who'll take to the Old

Globe's outdoor stage this month for the

‘Summer Shakespeare Festival can thank

Richard Seer (or gasp an exasperated
“Fie!” at him) for their substantial roles in this the-
atrical Tilt-A-Whirl,

And Seer, who heads the Globe's joint master’s-
degree program with the University of San Diego,
maybe can thank his own first director in turn for
the inspiration to make sure the students get real
stage time.

Seer was just 7 when a family acquaintance ar-
ranged the youngster’s stage debut in a production

Director Richard Seer goes over a scene with Heather Wood, who stars in the Old Gidhe Theatre's “Romeo and Jullet." Scott Linnett / Union-Tribune
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at the University of Washington, in his hometown
of Seattle. The play was a nice little Greek tragedy
about a homicidal mom.

“I played one of the little boys in ‘Medea’ who
gets killed by her,” he recalls,

It might be pushing it to say that being dis-
patched so summarily fueled Seer’s determina-
tion, to save other actors from the same fate. And
besides, he had little trouble landing meaty roles
on stage and TV in the years to follow, including a
prominent part in a Tony-winning Broadway hit.

But in the 15 years that Seer has directed the
Globe/USD MFA program in acting, he has
helped make it one of the top-rated and most com-
petitive in the country. And a big reason is that,

il

through the close association with the Globe,
students now get an extraordinary amount of
work on the company’s busy stages.

“When 1 first came here, that was not the
case,” Seer says. “Our students worked acca-
sionally and carried spears, essentially.”

Now, they help carry the plays, particularly
during the Shakespeare fest. All 14 of the
students will be in the three productions that
run in nightly rotation on the Lowell Davies
Festival Stage, starting with “All's Well That
Ends Well” (which begins previews Saturday)
and continuing with “Romeo and Juliet” and
“The Merry Wives of Windsor.”

Their roles include some of the biggest in
these plays. Kimberly Parker Green plays the
lead female Helena in “All's Well"; Carolyn
Ratteray is Anne Page, a central character of
the comedic “Wives™ Tony Van Halle is Ty-
balt, Romeo's key rival, in “Romeo and Juliet,”

SEE Seer, E6
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DETAILS
Summer Shaiespeare Festival ...
When: Tuesdays-Surtiays; 8] y -
three plays running In nightly: ¢ ~
rotation. "All's Well That Ends Well" -
begins previews Saturday, opens
June 28; "Romeoand Juliet” begins
previews June 18, apens July 2;
“The Merry Wives of Windsor"
begins previews June 21, opens

Onilne: TheOldGlobe.org

July 6, Through Sept. 28 -
Where: The Old Globe Theatre's Lowell By
Davies Festival Stage, Balboa Park o=
Tickets: $29-564 o
Phone: (619) 234-5623 ,:E
“‘,',:

-
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I's Well That Ends Well
features James Winkérand
Kimberly Parker Green..
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: * Graham Hamilton Is Romeo
i - and Heather Wood is Juliet in
Shakespeare's great tragedy.

Katie MacNichol (left), Eric
Hoffman and Celeste Clulla in
“The Merry Wives of Windsor.”
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To print this page, select "PRINT" from the File Menu of your browser.

Posted: Thurs., Jul. 3, 2008, 2:38pm PT

Romeo and Juliet

(Lowell Davies Festival Theater, San Diego; 612 seats; $64 top) An Old Globe presentation of a play in
two acts by William Shakespeare. Directed by Richard Seer.

Juliet - Heather Wood

Romeo - Graham Hamilton
Nurse - Deborah Taylor

Friar Laurence - James R. Winker
Lady Capulet - Kandis Chappell
Mercutio - Owiso Odera

Tybalt - Anthony von Halle
Benvolio - Michael Kirby

Peter - Sloan Grenz

Paris - John Keabler

By BOB VERINI

The Old Globe's lovely but empty '""Romeo and Juliet' plays the first half as a blithe Italian
Renaissance romantic comedy, until an inadvertent misstep suddenly plunges all concerned into
chiaroscuro tragedy. Concept sounds tidy in theory but proves sophomoric and absurdly
reductive in performance. When there's nothing titanic at stake in act one -- no emotional weight
leavening the hijinks -- act two is doomed to posturing and melodramatic excess. Juliet (Heather
Wood) complains Romeo (Graham Hamilton) kisses '"by the book," which pretty much describes
this interpretation.

Helmer Richard Seer knows how to assemble striking stage pictures but rarely locates complex,
believable human behavior within them. The opening mass brawl bursts with swordplay and horseplay
and bustling laundresses, without ever suggesting the Montague/Capulet feud is of life and death
concern to the families.

The Capulet ball is as handsomely lit and danced as its character interactions are muddy. Romeo's first
view of Juliet barely registers.

http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=print_review&reviewid=VE1117937618&catego... 7/7/2008
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Issues underlying the star-cross'd lovers' dilemma, notably the risk of significant sin should Juliet take a
second husband while already wed to Romeo, are discussed in production notes but absent from the
stage. As Deborah Taylor's Nurse counsels concerning the secret bigamy, Juliet can't be bothered to turn
her head to register surprise, alarm or horror. Typical of this production, she reacts to bad news by
staring out as if posing for a coin.

Characterizations are perfunctory almost across the board. The older gentlemen are largely
interchangeable irritated coots, Friar Laurence (James R. Winker) standing apart by virtue of machine-
gun, tongue-twisting line deliveries as if he's chomping at the bit to exit.

Among the younger generation, Owiso Odera wraps so much physical biz and vocal trickery around
Mercutio's Queen Mab speech you don't hear a word he's saying or know why he's saying it, and the
deathbed curse -- "a plague on both your houses" -- comes out of nowhere. Anthony von Halle's
petulance falls far short of Tybalt's rep as dangerous prince of cats; John Keabler's Paris is a mere
affable simp.

Then there are the charisma-free titular lovers, who never emphasize one noun or verb in a verse line
when there are three available to pound. Wood ekes out some maturity by the end despite a chirpy
delivery accentuated by an ever-present throaty sob, but Hamilton's monotonously moony, ingenuous
Romeo remains exactly the same from opening to final fadeout.

Of the principals, only Taylor's unfussy, elemental Nurse impresses as a three-dimensional portrayal.
Her sour, cynical attendant Peter (Sloan Grenz) rather shamelessly plays for laughs but gets them, not
least because Grenz establishes a distinctive persona within the generic ensemble.

Cast inhabits Anna R. Oliver's sumptuous costumes as everyday garb (though the families are too
conveniently color-coded). The strong sense of place evoked by Ralph Funicello's series of imposing
iron gates and minimal set pieces is complemented by York Kennedy's complex lighting, shifting as per
concept from an initial broad wash to carefully focused splashes of light amidst the gloom.

Still, the dazzled eye can't fully engage when the ear and mind insist on wandering, especially over three
hours. With: Ashley Clements, Joy Farmer-Clary, Vivia Font, Kimberly Parker Green, Wynn Harmon,
Sam Henderson, Brian Lee Huynh, Charles Janasz, Kern McFadden, Jonathan McMurtry, Barbra
Wengerd.

Sets, Ralph Funicello; costumes, Anna R. Oliver; lighting, York Kennedy; sound and original music,
Christopher R. Walker; fight director, Steve Rankin; choreography, Wesley Fata; stage manager, Mary
K Klinger. Opened, reviewed July 2, 2008. Runs through Sept. 28. Running time: 2 HOURS, 50 MIN.

Read the full article at:
http://www.variety.com/story.asp?1=story&r=VE1117937618&c=33

Like this article? Variety.com has over 150,000 articles, 40,000 reviews and 10,000 pages of charts.
Subscribe today!

http://www.variety.com/emailfriend

or call (866) MY-VARIETY.

Can't commit? Sign up for a free trial!

http://www.variety.com/emailfriend
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0ld Globe resident artistic director Darko Tresnjak directs *’All's Well That Ends Well" in this year's Shakespeare fest. Howard Lipin [ Union-Tribune

EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE

mer Shakespeare, once the 73-year-
old company’s signature.
“It's not nearly as terrifying as it

By James Hebert
ARTS WRITER

f Darko Tresnjak were still

directing at the Williamstown

Theatre Festival in Massachu-

setts, he might have to consider

renaming his upcoming Shalke-
speare produu;lon “All's Well That
Ends WeeeEEE ..

The artistic d1re(,tor of the Old
Globe Theatre’s Summer Shake-
speare Festival smiles as he recalls
one rain-slicked Williamstown pro-
duction in which the actors, who were
intended to make running entrances
from out of the surrounding woods,
found themselves skidding across the
stage and right off the other side.

That wasn’t the only natural haz-
ard Tresnjak had to grapple with in
Williamstown, where he directed
several shows in his pre-Globe ca-
reer. His innovations included sur-
rounding the stage with lit citronel-
la candles to ward off mosquitoes.
(“All's Well That Ends Welt-less"?)

Conditions are a little more for-
giving at the Globe’s own outdoor
Lowell Davies Festival Stage, and

" Tresnjak has found the artistic cli-

mate much to his liking as well.
This month, the Yugoslavian-born

theater artist officially takes over as

the Globe’s resident artistic direg;-,

v

DETAILS -

“All's Well That Ends Well”

When: Prevnews begin Saturday; opens
June28; through Sept. 26as oneof three
plays runnlng in ruqhtly rotatlon during
the Sumier Shakespeare Festlval check
with theater for details: Festival schedule:
Tuesdays-Sundays, 8 p.m.

Where: Old Globe Theatre's Lowell
Davies Festival Stage, Balboa Park
Tickets: $29-564

Phone: (619) 234-5623

Online: TheOldGlobe.org

tor. Tresnjak had been the theater’s
co-artistic director with Jerry Patch
for a brief time, until Patch left for a
new job at New York’s Manhattan
Theatre Club. Now, Tresnjak and
Globe CEO/executive producer
Louis G. Spisto make up the the-
ater’s key leadership.

=  “It's awful for a theater director
to say things don’t feel very dra-
matic,” says Tresnjak, commenting
on the relative smoothness of the
transition. “But I'm very happy to
be here. I feel comfortable here.”

Though the job title is new,

Tresnjak has been a fixture at the
Globe since 2004, when the theater
tapped the adventurous director to

o requ ifs grand tradition of sum-

was the first year,” says Tresnjak
of staging three plays in nightly
rotation. “Every year, we figure out
how to do it with a little less mental
and physical strain.”

Besides serving as ringmaster
of this busy operation, Tresnjak is
also directing one of the shows, as -
he has each year.

“All's Well That Ends Well” is one
of Shakespeare’s “problem plays”
— not quite comedy, not quite trag-
edy, and because of its quieter feel,
not the easiest to stage outdoors ...
even in San Diego.

“It's always going to be one of the
most subtle of Shakespeare’s plays,”
Tresnjak says. “It’s a delicate play.
So, trying to figure out how to stage
it in an outdoor setting, I've had to
think about it long and hard.

“(But) it’s one of the Shake-
speare plays that's closest to my
heart. And I know it's a tricky play,
but I think what I love about it is it’s
a play that celebrates love.

“Not necessarily love how we
wish it to be, but how we get it, of-
ten, in our lives, It's a realistic view.
The path to fulfillment is thorny and
painful and sometimes humiliating

- inthe play. And sometimes cruel. =

. Darko Tresnjak runs Shakespeare fest,
so it's no surprise he chose to direct one
of the ‘plays that's closest to my heart’

“And I find that complexity ap-
peals to me. I know it's not an im-
mediate crowd-pleaser, I know it's
bittersweet at best, but I like what it
says about human nature.”

With the play’s tonal echoes of
Chekhov and Shaw, Tresnjak says
“All's Well” (which he also directed
off-Broadway 21/2 years ago) “just -
seems to call out” to be reset, at
least nominally, in the period be-
fore World War L

For all its quirks, though, Tresn-
jak senses a surprising kinship
between this “All’s Well” and the
other two festival productions: “Ro-
meo and Juliet,” directed by Richard:
Seer, and “The Merry Wives of |
Windsor,” directed by Paul Mullins.

“There is a theme this season,”
Tresnjak says. “They are plays
about desire. Maybe that's a better
word than love. Tragic but trium-
phant in ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ comic
in ‘Merry Wives,” and then bitter-
sweet in ‘All’s Well.

“And they are also plays about
families. It’s interesting how the
three plays speak to each other. It's
great to watch rehearsals.

“You kind of go: ‘Which rehears-
alamIin?” .

James Hebert: (619) 293-2040; jim.
hebert@uniontrin.com



THEATER REVIEW

‘All’s
Well’

at last

Complex tragicomedy
of love and social
issues gets a superior
staging in San Diego.

By CHARLES MCNULTY 1
Times Theater Critic

SAN DIEGO — Consider
this a friendly public service
announcement from a con-
cerned theater critic: Please,
unle§s there's a truly compel-
ling reason, let's agree to a mor-
atorium on revivals of “Ham-
let,” “Romeo and Juliet” and
(on pain of death!) “Twelfth
Night.” Exceptions will be
made for brilliant actors and
directors, but really, people, if
you love Shakespeare that
much, you should know that
life is but a brief candle and
there are & lot of other plays we
should sample before that light
goes out!,

Which brings me to Darko
Tresnjak’s enthralling staging
of “All's Well That Ends Well,”
which kicked off the Old
Globe's 2008 Summer Shake-
speare Festival at the outdoor
Lowell Davies Festivul Theatre
on Saturday. There are many
reasons to catch this beauti-
fully spoken, lucidly laid out
tragicomedy, but the one that
appeals to me most is the
chance to encounter a story
that isn't performed ai every
turn. Hey, it's not every day 1
get to write a Shakespeare re-
view and have to worry about

bu.txha‘wuﬂr_hﬁs beenlabeled a
“mblem__:pmy" by scholars,

Cnaic BCHWARTZ

CURED: James R. Winker is
a king and Kimberly Parker
Green is @ poor woman,

CALENDAR

flos Angeles Times

CALENDAR

Tuesday, July 1, 2008

In Calendar

THEATER

How new is new?
SoCal festival slips inafew
excentions. Puge X

T

Crala BCHWARTZ

WISE: Kandis Chappell is the countess, foregrﬁund, Kimberly
Parker Green is Helena and Jonathan McMurtry is Reynaldo.

Ably tackling

a ‘problem play’

{Theater, from Page E1}
hanced (depending on your
view) with more than the usual
realistic psychology, “All's Well
That Ends Well” defies easy
categorization and may share
more with Shakespeare's ro-
mances, which have no trouble
integrating darker strains in
epic sagas that end on a trem-
ulous note of hope.

Caomplex themes

The story, which harks back

to an episode in Boccacclo's
“Decameron,” revolves around
Helena (Kimberly Parker
Green), a poor gentlewoman
living at the home of the Count-
eds of Rossillion (Kandis Chap-
pell). This orphaned daughter
of a renowned doctor has fallen
in love with Bertram (Graham
Hamilton), the countess’ cad-
dish son, who wants to leave his
French backwater and make a
name for himself as a warrior
and lover.

Helena, who's of noble char-
acter but of low social standing,
doesn’t hold out much hope for
the match until a report comes
back concerning Bertram's vis-
it to the alling French king
(James R. Winker). She has in-
herited prescriptions from her
father that will allow her to
cure the pood monarch’s ravag-
ing illness. After getting the
countess’ perrnission to travel
to Paris, she works a miracle on
the king and in return gets the
right to choose her husband, no
matter If his station is signifi-
cantly higher than her own.

Bertram, the lucky man,
can hardly believe that he's be-
ing saddled with a woman he's
looked to as a kind of sibling-
servant. Influenced by the
morally unsavory Parolles
(Bruce Turk), a braggart spi-
der continually spinning so-

phistic webs, Bertram decides
to head off to the Florentine
wars after consenting to anom-
inal marriage. It's is up to Hele-
na — a protagonist with an ad-
venturous intelligence not un-
like Rosalind's in “As You Lilke
It" — to become more than “the
shadow of a wife.”

Possessing “the name, and
not the thing” is obviously a
cause of great pain to Helena.
And this theme is intricately
pursued by Shakespeare, who
su'"n every opportunity to

ing motif of “love and family,”
which Tresnjak says in a pro-
gram note links “All's Well That
Ends Well” to the Old Globe's
two other Shakespeare festival
offerings, “Romeo and Juliet”
and “The Merry Wives of Wind-
sor.”

In any case, the production
goes easy on Bertram, who's
portrayed by Hamilton as more
of a callow youth than a serial
liar, lecher and fraud. If it
weren't for the countess’ bale-
ful glances at her son, we might
still be questioning whether his
union with Helena is really in
the genteel lad’s best interest.

Fortunately, the romantic
softness isn't particularly dam-
aging, as the text is so clearly
articulated that perspectives
more bitter than sweet aren't
ruled out. Tresnjak gives
Shakespeare's - language
enough room to resonate be-
yond the genial directorial
framework, and the storytell-
ing has an assured glow as it
pliantly unfolds on Ralph Fu-
nicello’s paneled sets.

‘Taken as & whole, the play-
ers deliver measured perform-
ances, which show as much re-
spect for the inner lives of the
characters as the machina-
tions of plot.

With her petite spectacles
and somber attire, Green’s cal-
culating though slways sympa-
thetic Helena looks like an at-
tractive librarian who's con-
cealing the lioness within. Her
occakional sobbing outbursts
are unnecessary, but the re-
freshing seriousness of her de-
meanor allows us to accept
that the desire to ensnare Ber-
tram isn't completely cuckoo.

Of course, one of the ways in
which we judge a character is
by the company he keeps. And
the ensemble helps us sort out
the discrepancy between the
solid old values represented by

the countess, king and royal
aristocrats and the cynical new
wave headed by Parolles,
whose eventual comeuppance
is captured by Turk with anen-
nobling agony.

Helena's mission isn't
merely to rope herself a rich J
husband but to reconnect him |
to the honorable tradition he
has fallen away from. Whether
Bertrum deserves his busy, tar-
secinyr bride is another st
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The Merry Wives of Windsor

(Lowell Davies Festival Theater, San Diego; 612 seats; $64 top) An Old Globe presentation of a play in
two acts by William Shakespeare. Directed by Paul Mullins.

John Falstaff - Eric Hoffmann
Mistress Ford - Katie MacNichol
Frank Ford - Bruce Turk
Mistress Page - Celeste Ciulla
George Page - Nat MclIntyre
Anne Page - Carolyn Ratteray
Fenton - Owiso Odera
Dr. Caius - Wynn Harmon
Shallow - Jonathan McMurtry

By BOB VERINI

Setting ""The Merry Wives of Windsor" in the American Wild West invests Shakespeare's
thinnest, most weakly plotted comedy with pleasant heft. Helmer Paul Mullins' Old Globe
production keeps promising more mirth than it really delivers, but despite its dry patches, this
farcical treatment of wise women and the dolts who love them should warm the heart of the
lonesomest polecat.

The rough-and-ready pioneer era proves an ideal environment for Shakespeare's challenge to the notion
of prim wives as superior and merry wives as loose. Against designer Ralph Funicello's signage collage
advertising Saloon and Dry Goods, with set pieces seemingly salvaged from a rummage sale at HBO's
"Deadwood," bustled and beribboned Mistresses Ford (Katie MacNichol) and Page (Celeste Ciulla)
have their work cut out to prove their faithfulness within this brawling, male-centric community.

Shakespeare's ordinarily confusing array of middle-class types gains clarity within the familiar Old West
context. Costumer Denitsa Bliznakova has clearly had the time of her life matching colors and
silhouettes to characterization: Husbands' mercantile air marks them as ripe for robbing and cuckolding,
while gartered wenches are out for fun and sissified dudes clearly make for undesirable suitors.

http://www.variety .com/index.asp?layout=print_review&reviewid=VE1117937922&categ... 8/12/2008



The Merry Wives of Windsor - Review Print - Variety.com Page 2 of 3

Most extravagant type of all, no surprise, is the lusty John Falstaff (Eric Hoffmann) as a long-tressed,
goateed Buffalo Bill whose bulk suggests an actual buffalo nesting inside his long johns. There's tireless
gusto in his attempts to pounce on the merry wives, only to be beaten down and humiliated each time.

In truth, he's too well turned out: Hoffmann could do more to show us the panting greasiness beneath the
confident swagger. But though this Falstaff may be a shadow of the titanic figure who marches through
both parts of "Henry IV," an undeterred Hoffmann plays him full-bodied. His every entrance is
welcome.

He's fortunate in his foils as well, with Ciulla particularly adept at walking the fine line between
modesty and wit. MacNichol's 19th century coquetry comes in handy when the wives bamboozle
Falstaff with bogus narratives enacted in high melodramatic style.

MacNichol twirls a pistol with the best of 'em, too -- an early sign that these are women not to be
underestimated.

Unfortunately, the production too often feels underpopulated (its Garter Inn must be the least patronized
saloon in Western history) and wan, in part because it's undermusicalized. The few scenes to which
composer Christopher R. Walker has applied live or recorded accompaniment work considerably better
than the silent ones; Mullins would've been wise to bite the bullet and specify beginning-to-end
underscoring.

Mullins has also robbed the play of its only antagonist by turning Ford (Bruce Turk) -- the husband
whose unwarranted jealousy is the play's sole dramatic engine -- into a self-pitying milquetoast inspiring
neither fear nor pity. Keeping the tension high calls for a rip-roarin' Yosemite Sam, not the meek
Ruggles of Red Gap offered here.

Though they can't propel the action the way Ford should, a gallery of grotesques provides delight en
route. Wynn Harmon's caricature of a French doctor surely channels the spirit of the late Harvey
Korman, while Jonathan McMurtry's ornery Shallow seems to have stepped out of a Frederic Remington
painting while hitting his head on the frame. With: Ashley Clements, Joy Farmer-Clary, Vivia Font,
Sloan Grenz, Sam Henderson, Brian Lee Huynh, Charles Janasz, John Keabler, Michael Kirby, Carolyn
Ratteray, Deborah Taylor, Anthony von Halle, Barbra Wengerd, Heather Wood.

Sets, Ralph Funicello; costumes, Denitsa Bliznakova; lighting, York Kennedy; sound and original
music, Christopher R. Walker; fight director, Steve Rankin; choreographer, Wesley Fata; stage manager,
Mary K. Klinger. Opened July 6, 2008. Reviewed Aug. 5. Runs through Sept. 27. Running time: 2
HOURS, 20 MIN.

Read the full article at:
http://www.variety.com/story.asp?l=story&r=VE1117937922&c¢=33

Like this article? Variety.com has over 150,000 articles, 40,000 reviews and 10,000 pages of charts.
Subscribe today!

http://www.variety.com/emailfriend

or call (866) MY-VARIETY.

Can't commit? Sign up for a free trial!

http://www.variety.com/emailfriend
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‘Romeo and Juliet’ struggles to

ANNE MARIE WELSH
For THE NORTH COUNTY TIMES
bibalidtitatbleg Ml tebedt L)

Youth and innocence,
frank eroticism, bawdy hu-
mor, and an evening full of ac-
complished acting mark direc-
tor Richard Seer’s traditional
production of “Romeo and
Juliet” at the Old Globe. But
this second offering of the
Summer Shakespeare Festival
lacks the hurtling energy and
emotional focus that can pro-
pel the familiar action
poignantly to its doom-laden
conclusion. This is, after all,
the “wragedie” of Romeo and
Juliet, and at the Globe, it’s
too restrained for tears.

As the star-crossed lovers,
Graham Hamilton
Heather Wood possess the
right dewy freshness for their
parts. Like Leonardo Di-
Caprio in the Baz Luhrmann
film, Hamilton at first creates
a Romeo who's a poet in bud,
toting a little journal to write
his gloomy, .oxymoronic
thoughts about Rosaline, the
idealized love he cannot
have. Quietly charismatic,
physically appealing, and
confident about the verse,
Hamilton has made several
memorable Globe appear-
ances, notably in Darko Tresn-
jak’s eye-openirig “Two Noble
Kinsmen” in 2004 and as the
young Van Gogh in “Vincent

in Brixton,” expertly directed-

by Seer in 2005.

In the “Romeo ‘and Juliet”
that opened over the week-
end on the Globe’s outdoor
. stage, Hamilton handles the
poetry of the love scenes and
the camaraderie of the guy
scenes with equal faciliry.
He’s especially good around
his volatile pal, Mercutio,
played here with the right
comic-to-frightening relish by
Owiso Odera. Calming his
nimble friend when his spon-
taneous-seeming Queen Mab
speech peaks in vulgarity,
then coming disastrously to
his aid during the fatal fight
with Tybalt, Hamilton’s
Romeo moves visibly roward
manhood after the catalytic
first meeting with Juliet.

Entering sweetly with a
bubble-pipe, Wood’s Juliet al-
S0 grows to maturity and
coirage, thanks to her love for
this son of her parents’ ene-
my. She speaks clearly, if
plainly in the “Holy Palmers”
sonnet in which the pair first
encounter one another. Look-
ing like the young Julie
Christie, she’s wonderfully ra-
diant and smitten in the first
so-called balcony scene where
she outdoes Romeo in affec-

and

o _&L’ L7 A .
CRAIG SCHWARTZ / Courresy Poto

Graham Hamilton plays Romeo and Heather Wood Juliet in The Oid
Globe's production of “Romeo and Juliet.”

tion, telling him she. vowed
her heart “before thou didst
request it.”

In her shenanigans with
her nurse, her girlish affection
for her father, her directness
about not wanting to marry
Paris, she’s a delightful mix of
innocence and independence
right through to the frankly
erotic monologue and zigzag-
ging emotions with which she
opens the second act.

Also strong early on are
Deborah Taylor as the warmly
garrulous, if rudderless,
nurse; and Wynn Harmon,
who makes of Lord Capulet a
fascinating instance of spon-
taneous affection grown to in-
tolerant and destructively ma-
cho paternalism, a reading
that contrasts nicely with
Kandis Chappell’s coolly im-
perious portrayal of his wife,
Juliet’s mother.

Despite such strength,
Seers’ even-handed approach
to the text and to each charac-
ter flattens the play’s later

scenes, when the rashness of
the lovers’ marriage and the
ineptitude of Friar Laurence
combine to rush them to their
doom. This apprentice tragedy
is certainly lighter in mood
and emotion than Shake-
speare’s mature tragedies’
“Macbeth” or “King Lear,”
but there’s little intensity in
the late scenes at the Globe,
none of the pathos or that ter-
rifying sense of inevitability
that has made the play so en-
duringly popular. g

Anna Oliver’s costumes

‘and Ralph Funicello’s ele-

gantly plain multileveled set
serve the action, though many
of the up-down movements of
the actors seem unmotivated.
Also in the movement area,’
the dances (by Wesley Fata) at
the Capulet ball are both
anachronistic and uninterest-
ing.

Still, many strong individ-
ual performances do enliven
the evening. In a welcome re-
turn to the Globe, Jim Winker

et sy

“Romeo and Juliet”

When: 8 p.m. Thursday, Saturday, Sun-
day, July 17, 22, 23, 27 and 29; Aug. 2,
10, 15, 16, 21, 26, 29 and 30; SepL 3,
5,7,12,13,19, 23,24, 25 and 28
Where: Lowell Davies Festival Theatre,
OId Globe complex, Balboa Park, San
Diego .

Tickets: $29-564

Info: (619) 2345623 or oldglobe.org

makes a likably befuddled
and, it turns out, lily-livered
Friar Laurence. Jonathan Mc-
Murtry plays Verona’s exas-
perated duke, Escalus, and
the lowlife apothecary, an al-
ley drug dealer the actor cre-
ates (as fully as he did Barnar-
dine in last year’s “Measure
for Measure”) with just a few
snarling words.

turn up the heat

In the younger generation,
Sloan Grenz creates remark-
able cameos with every ap-
pearance as the servant Peter.
Anthony von Halle steams
about as the hotheaded Ty-
balt, and after a shaky first
scene as Benvolio, Michael
Kirby makes a straightfor-
wardly noble and worthy
friend to the hero,

By picking up the second-
act pace and turning up the
emotional heat, the actors
might still discover the
molten emotional core of a
production that takes few
risks and makes few interpre-
tive choices. On opening
night, their admirable per-
formances had yet to coalesce
around a significant theme or
approach to this classic.
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All's Well That Ends Well

(Lowell Davies Festival Theater; 612 seats; $64 top) An Old Globe presentation of a play in two acts by
William Shakespeare. Directed by Darko Tresnjak.

Helena - Kimberly Parker Green
Bertram - Graham Hamilton

The Countess

Rossillion - Kandis Chappell
King of France - James R. Winker
Lord Lafew - Charles Janasz
Parolles - Bruce Turk

Diana - Vivia Font

By BOB VERINI

Some of the shortcomings in the famously problematic ' All's Well That Ends Well"" -- with its
pushy heroine, caddish hero and nasty bed-trick leading to forced marriage -- are addressed in
this Old Globe production by exploiting the mystique of Italy, European youth's staging ground
for wars both military and romantic. Following in the footsteps of E.M. Forster ("'A Room With a
View') and Elizabeth Von Arnim (""'Enchanted April"'), helmer Darko Tresnjak shapes a
shimmering summery environment in which love can triumph in the unlikeliest of circumstances.
This "All's Well" ends well for characters and audience alike.

Tale derived from ribald, wry Boccaccio begins in a stiff-collared France in mourning for the revered
Count Rossillion, a prison from which son Bertram (Graham Hamilton) yearns to break free.
Understandably so, given Ralph Funicello's gloomy 1910 drawing room stuffed with enough pouffes,
tchotchkes and potted ferns to outfit several productions of "Charley's Aunt."

Tresnjak puts his props-heavy Victorian setting to expressive use, with the lowborn Helena (Kimberly
Parker Green) holding a small Michelangelo's David statuette like a long-desired Oscar as she describes

her secret, unthinkable passion for Bertram.

Meanwhile, reverent treatment of his father's ring hints at the ancestral nobility that the callow Bertram

http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=print_review&reviewid=VE1117937599&catego... 7/2/2008
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may yet harbor. Is Helena sorceress enough to bring it out?

Helena travels to Paris to cure the terminally ill King of France (James R. Winker, impressively regal in
infirmity); the intriguingly incantatory approach that Green's Helena takes to the reluctant king suggests
St. Joan, the straight-talking commoner who harangues everyone into doing her bidding. Yet while she
loses her plain-Jane glasses and braids to glow in the wake of her miracle cure, she can't immediately
perform the real miracle of persuading the lusty, snobbish Bertram -- the King's grateful "gift" -- to fall
for her.

Egged on by braggart parasite Parolles (Bruce Turk), Bertram is off to the Italian wars (good luck
figuring out who's fighting whom), the determined loveless bride in hot pursuit.

Funicello pulls away the back wall to represent regenerative Florence by a tree in full healthy foliage,
before which a giant nude David on the upper stage serenely approves the secular, carnal doings in the al
fresco cafe below. Linda Cho's heavy mourning duds are whisked away in favor of elegant boaters, light
linens and pastels, and Christopher Walker's exceptional music shifts from dirges to genial folk songs.

Anyone would want to live here forever, and the stage is set for complex intrigues revealing hidden,
uncomfortable truths to bring fated lovers together and right a topsy-turvy world.

While the complicated story is lucidly told, Tresnjak's desire to make the Italian comedy zing seems to
have led to some droopiness in the dramatic sections. Green's Helena coasts on smug normality upon
arrival in Florence, while Hamilton's heavy-handed verse-speaking and unfettered emotionality aren't
ripe enough to maintain a handle on an unripe antagonist.

As Bertram's mother -- one of Shakespeare's richest, most quicksilver female roles -- Kandis Chappell is
disappointingly directed into one-dimensional gravity. By contrast, Vivia Font shines with warmth and
intelligence as Diana, a buxom local wench who's besieged by Bertram but bests him in the end.

Turk's popinjay Parolles gets his laughs without indulging in phony slapstick, ideally matched with
Charles Janasz's perfectly spoken, perfectly delightful Lord Lafew, the weasel's unmasker and eventual
unlikely ally.

Janasz and Turk make the most of their important subplot and leave us wanting more. One side note: In
our nicotine-free age, production's selective but unembarrassed employment of tobacco is a bracing
reminder of cigarettes' wonderful utility for character revelation, both in action and in repose. Where are
Paul Henreid and his "Now, Voyager" smokes when we need them?

Show runs in rep with "Romeo and Juliet" and "The Merry Wives of Windsor" well past Labor Day.
Sets, Ralph Funicello; costumes, Linda Cho; lighting, York Kennedy; sound and original music,

Christopher R. Walker; fight director, Steve Rankin; stage manager, Mary K Klinger. Opened, reviewed
June 28, 2008. Runs through Sept. 26. Running time: 2 HOURS, 40 MIN.

Read the full article at:
http://www.variety.com/story.asp?l=story&r=VE1117937599&c¢=33

Like this article? Variety.com has over 150,000 articles, 40,000 reviews and 10,000 pages of charts.
Subscribe today!

http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=print_review&reviewid=VE1117937599&catego... 7/2/2008
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LITTLE HOUSES ON THE PRAIRIE

DIRECTOR PAUL MULLINS SETS GLOBE'S ‘MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR" IN THE OLD WEST

By James Hebert
THEATER CRITIC

here’s little mention of cov-

ered wagons in “Hamlet.”

The crown that weighs so

heavy on the monarch's head

in “King Lear” is likely not a
10-gallon hat.

But there is something about
“The Merry Wives of Windsor,”
says director Paul Mullins, that
not only sets that play apart from
‘Shakespeare's other works, but
speaks to our ideas about the small-
town Old West.

‘That's where Mullins is setting
his production of the comedy, the
third play to premiere in the Old
Globe Theatre's 2008 Summer
Shakespeare Festival.

“‘Merry Wives' is a unique play
of Shakespeare's because it's the
orly play he wrote that really was
about the contemporary life around
him,” Mullins says. “It does not
have kings and queens and dukes
and royalty.

“It is about middle-class people
living middle-class lives, concerned
with the everyday things. In look-
ing how to best communicate that,
how to best tell that story, I wasn’t
too interested in doing a straight-
ahead Elizabethan version of it
— although I've seen those and
they’re wonderful.”

Mullins, a resident artist with the
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jer-
sey, is not a director who resets the
Bard’s works by reflex. Of his two
previous, well-received summer
Globe shows, last year's “Measure
for Measure” was shifted to the
early 20th century, but 2005's “Mac-
beth” had a traditional setting.

“Wives,” though, is “the most far-
cical thing (Shakespeare) wrote,”
Mullins .notes. “It is often ridicu-
lous, and meant to be so.”

To Mullins, the way the play
revels in trickery and infidelity

(or at least attempted infidelity),
‘as well as ideas of community and
intimacy, calls out for a place and
time that can support the comedy
as well serve the intricacies of the
plot.

“It's not the first time this has
been done — don't get me wrong,”
he adds. “But one of the reasons
it works is you have a community
that's small enough to contain (the
narrative), and yet large enough to
allow the story to happen.

“And you need small things. You
need an inn where a person would
stay, and yet would also have a bar
where people come to meet each
other. You also need these people’s
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Director Paul Mullins’ production
of Shakespeare's “The Merry Wives
of Windsor" is set in America’s Old
West, with costumes to match.

DETAILS

“The Merry Wives of Windsor™
When: Begins previews Saturday; opens
July 6; runs through Sept. 27. (One of
three plays running in nightly rotation
during the Summer Shakespeare
Festival; check theater for details).
Festival schedule: Tuesdays-Sundays,
8p.m.

Where: Lowell Davies Festival Stage,
Old Globe, Balboa Park

Tickets: $26-$64, with discounts for
seniors, students, active military
Phone: (619) 23-GLOBE

Online: theoldglobe.org

houses.”

As with any good farce (though,
as Mullins notes, Shakespeare
wouldn’t have used that word), you
also need a healthy appreciation for
the absurd.

“A plot point moves on an enor-

-mous basket of laundry that gets

dumped by the river,” Mullins says

with a laugh. “These things have to

make some sort of sense. I'm not

saying they make complete sense
ere.”

Though Mullins has acted in
“Merry Wives” twice (playing
the character of the doctor both
times), he has never directed it be-
fore. Until his Shakespeare festival
debut three years ago, he likewise
had never directed in a repertory
format. This year’s edition has
“Wives,” “Romeo and Juliet” and
“All's Well That Ends Well” run-
ning in nightly rotation.

So, there’s an extra thrill, says
the Texan-raised director, in -
“watching a company of actors and
designers create three plays at the
same time, and watch them go up
together. It's fantastic.”

One thing that especially in-
trigues Mullins about this year's
trio of plays is their variation in

tone, and the language from whichr - + “Yee-haw" BS: » ++++ v« -

those contrasts flow. Part of Shake-
speare’s art is the way the forms he
uses convey as much feeling and
meaning as the words his charac-
ters speak.

In the case of “Merry Wives,” as
Mullins explains, nearly the whole
play is written in prose.

“That’s unique,” he says. “It’s in-
teresting that of the plays we're do-
ing this year, ‘Romeo and Juliet' is
almost entirely in verse. ‘All's Well
That Ends Well' is almost half and
half. And then ‘Merry Wives’ has
one short scene in verse.

“So often the low-comedy plots in
Shakespeare are written in prose.
The high-comedy (plays and char-
acters), they'll be written in verse.
That's one of the ways his writing
would communicate to people.”

As for “Merry Wives,” Mullins
says: “Its tone is straightforward:
‘This is for fun.’”

Or, to stretch it just a bit further:

I
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Gowest

Plan on saddlirt up at the Lowell Davies Festival Stage,
where the Old Globe is presenting a*Merry Wives of
Windsor” that's set in the Old West, pardners.
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Everywhere you look in
SoCal, there’s the Bard —
whether set in the 1970s,
rolling on wheels or
delivered straight up.
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IT MAY BE A RITE OF SUMME

; ’ Will Shakespeare never got to see his plays performed under the gorgeous Southern

8 sun. If he were to, he might be taken aback by the number of outdoor festivals held in
his hono summer, nearly 20 companies from Santa Barbara to San Diego will take o’er
yonder hills and dales in an outpouring of Bard-related love.

These days, it takes a determined theater troupe to lure people away from malls and multi-
plexes for an evening of iambic pentameter poetry. Some do it by offering free admission — what

1 have to lose? — while others j jazz up the stage with all sorts of revisionist interpretations
are’s sacred texts. (Think “As You Like It,” set in the 1970s to the music of Bob Dy-
nis Joplin, at the Kingsmen Shakespeare Festival in Thousand Oalks. ) There s some-
veryone, whether you’re a neophyte or a hard-core Ehzabethan : .
h so many choices — and this being Shakespeare —you Imght feel a bit overwhelmed.

2 Whole idea is to be as accessible as possible,” says David Melville, an actor and managing
@itector of the Independent Shakespeare Co., when asked about the mission behind his com-.
pany. “There should be no obstacles whatsoever.”

Celebrating its fifth anniversary in Hollywood, the Independent Shakespeare Co. mounts
traditional productions each summer in Barnsdall Park, where the festival has quickly estab-
lished itself as a popular and critically acclaimed ritual. (Ralph Fiennes and noted British di-
rector Jonathan Kent are on the company’s board of advisors.) This season, more than 10,000

g 8 < - 3
CRAIG SCHWARTZ % GARY FRIEDMAN Los Angeles Times Mickey ELLiOT
Graham Hamilton and Heather Wood Shakespeare Festival/LA sét last year’s “A Barbara Suiter performs with
are the Old Globe’s Romeo and Juliet, Midsummer Night's Dream”in 1940s L.A. Shakespeare by the Sea.
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BY DAVID NG, TIMES STAFF WRITER

BUT SHAKESPEARE STILL HAS A FEW SURPRISES.

people are expected to attend its three productions.
That’s up from just 1,000 attendees in 2003.

But like a few other local troupes,.the Independ-
ent Shakespeare Co. has experienced rough waters
this season. The company came close to losing its
space on the park’s south lawn when inspectors
demanded in November that the company obtain a
special permit. (Apparently, the stage didn’t meet
fire safety codes.) The application process involved a

host of city agencies, and the process dragged on for -

several months.

To avoid being shut down, the troupe ultimately
chose to rent a specially constructed, 40-foot-wide
platform at a cost of nearly $8,000. An emergency
e-mail campaign helped raise about half of
that amount. The company hopes to
cover the rest through donations
raised during the summer.

“We're so grateful to put
on this season. That’s our
party,” says Melissa -
Chalsma, the com-
pany’s artistic direc-
tor.

Other compa-
nies are having a
tougher time.

Shakespeare in the Cemetery, which performed in
the Hollywood Forever Cemetery, is on indefinite
hiatus due to a lack of funds. Starting Friday, Shake-
speare by the Sea in San Pedro will begin charging -
$25 for “The Complete Works of William Shake-
speare (Abridged),” its third production this year, to
help cover costs for its free productions of “A Mid-
summer Night's Dream” and “Antony & Cleopatra.”

The underdog nature of many Shakespeare festi-
vals can be a burden. But it can also be a major
asset. Lively theater depends on unpredictability
and risk-taking.

Shakespeare Festival / LA in downtown Los An-

s b o

geles and Palos Verdes is producing a version of
“The Taming of the Shrew” based on a transporta-
tion theme, with actors riding around stage on
wheels, intended to mimic our addiction to cars and
freeways. Meanwhile, the Actors’ Gang in Culver
City is continuing its series of experimental, family-
friendly Shakespeare with its one-hour condensa-
tion of “King Lear” (redubbed “King O’Leary”),
which will turn the tragedy into a comedy of sorts.
And let’s not forget the beautiful venues. In To-
panga, the Theatricum Botanicum offers a backdrop
of magnificent hills to go with your Bard. Farther
away but well worth the trip, Shakespeare in the
Vines sets its productions in two of Temecula’s most,
scenic vineyards and wineries. But the most impres-
sive location is probably San Diego’s Old Globe,
where Shakespeare is performed each summer at
the outdoor Lowell Davies Festival Theatre. The
festival's artistic director, Darko Tresnjak, is helm-
ing the Globé’s first production this summer,
“All's Well that Ends Well.”
So pack your picnic baskets and sharpen
your brains. Shakespeare requires a little
extra effort on everyone’s part, but at least
the experience will make you feel smart-
er. And how many summer activities
can guarantee that?
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The Oregon Shakespeare Festival, in Ashland, is among the sites for theater, music and dance performances in the months ahead. On scores of stages, old favorites and new discoveri
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ies await.

Downtown or Dell, Festivals Offer a World of Choices Around the Country

DANCE
By JENNIFER DUNNING

California

NEW WORLD FLAMENCO FESTIVAL Irvine, Aug.
B-17. New World begins with Somos Flamencos
(Aug.8-10, 12 and 13), a new troupe, organized
by the festival's director, whose name just
happens Lo be this year's theme. Compaitia
Antonio el Pipa follows (Aug. 15-17) in the new
“De Tabluo.” (949) 854-4646, thebarclay.org.

Colorado

VAIL INTERNATIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL July 27-
Aug. 10. The lineup seems extra-starry this
year, opening with the Paul Taylor Dance
Company (July 28) and continuing with the
Pacific Northwest Ballet (July 29-31) in three
programs, which include tributes to George
Balanchine and Jerome Robbins. Two Interna-
tional Evening of Dance programs (Aug. 1 and
2) fenture Alina Cojocaru of the Royal Ballet
and Igor Zelensky of the Kirov Ballet, and
dancers from the New York City Ballet (Wen-
dy Whelan and Ashley Bouder), Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater (Matthew Rushing)
and Pacific Northwest Ballet (Carla Korbes).
Christapher Wheeldon’s Morphoses returns
(Aug. 6 and 8), and champion dancers will per-
form in Ballroom's Best (Aug. 9). (888) 920-
2787, vaildance.org.

Hlinois

RAVINIA FESTIVAL Highland Park, May 31-Sept.
14, Why limit audience participation to ap-
plause? The festival opens with Luna Negra
Dance Theater’s “Cugat!” performed to music
by the Tiempo Libre salsa band, with an out-
door dance floor for an amateur dancers. The
altractions also include Chicago's own Joffrey
Ballét (Aug. 16). (847) 266-5100, ravinin.org.

Continued on Page 38

THEATER
By STEVEN McELROY

Alabama

ALABAMA SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL Montgome-
ry. A wonder{ul oddity of summer theater —
especially at Shakespeare festivals — isthatin
prime vacation months and often under sunny
skies we gather to witness monumental trage-
dies. Here is a good example: The schedule at
this Southern sanctuary for the classics in-
cludes an updated “Romeo and Juliet” setin
Miami (through June 28). The doomed lovers
might seem even morc contemporary than
their “West Side Story" counterparts (July 18-
Aug. 24). In berween, the theater's master of
fine arts acting students are serving up some-
thing lighter, “The Beaux’ Stratagem” (July
11-19), the bawdy Restoratian comedy by
Gearge Farquhar. (800) 841-4273, osf.nel.

California
LA JOLLA PLAYHOUSE San Diego. A source for
new Broadway musicals — currently, “Jersey
Boys” and “Cry-Baby" — the playhouse has
something even newer in the works: “Mem-
phis” (Aug. 19-Sept. 28), with book and lyrics
by Joe DiPietro (*I Love You, You're Perfect,
Now Change"). It's about a white disc jockey
in the 19505 who makes n bold statement in the
segregated South by playing rhythm and blues
on the radio. The rock, gospel and R&B scare
is by David Bryan, the keyboardist for Bon
Jovi. Christopher Ashley, the artistic director
at La Jolla, directs; the choreographer is Ser-
glo Trujillo (“Jersey Boys"). (858) 550-1010,
Injollaplayhouse.org.
THE OLD GLOBE San Diego. The annual sum-
mer Shakespeare festival at this bustling re-
gional theater includes three plays in reper-
tory at the outdoor Lowell Davies Festival
Theater: "All's Well That Ends Well" (June 14-
Sept. 26), *Romeo and Juliet” (June 18-Sept.
28) and “The Merry Wives of Windsor” (June
Continued un Page 39
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Alabama

CITY STAGES Birmingham, June 13-15. And the
award for most incongruous headliners at an
outdoor urban concert series goes to.. .. City
Stages in Alabama, with the once-in-a-lifetime-
at-most combination of Diann Ross and the
Flaming Lips. Something for everyone, surely.
Also on board: Buddy Guy, Frankie Beverly,
the Roots, Citizen Cope, Sean Kingston, Ledisi,
Galactic. (80D) 2771700, citystages.org.

California

HOLLYWOOD BOWL June 20-Sept. 27. A promis-
ing recent trend here has been to invite brainy
indie-rockers for special shows with the power
and grace of a full orchestra; the December-
ists did it last year, and Belle and Sebastian in
2006. Cheap Trick doing “Sgt. Pepper's. .. Re-
visited" with the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra
(June 28) doesn't seem quite the same, but for
the mast part the pop and jazz offerings at the
Bow this sumnier do not disappoint. Thievery
Corporation and Bebel Gilberto open the ex-
cellent KCRW series (June 22), followed by
Gilberto Gil and Devendra Banhart (June 29),
Feist with Sharon Jones (July 20) and Gnarls
Barkley with Youssou N'Dour and Deerhoof
(July 27). Other highlights: the Police (Mny 27
and 28), the Playhoy Jazz Festival (June 14
and 15), Radiohead (Aug. 24 and 25) and Nick
Cave with Spiritunlized (Sept. 17). (323) 850
2000, hollywoodbowl.com.

MONTEREY JAZZFESTIVAL Sept. 19-21. The 51st
season of Monterey, which calls itself the long-
est continuously running jazz festival in the
country — Newport had a hiatus in the '70s —
includes Cassandra Wilson, Herbie Hancack,
Wayne Shorter, Christian McBride, Joshua
Redman, Nancy Wilson paying tribute to Can-
nonball Adderley, and Kurt Elling. (925) 275-
9255, miontercyjazziestival.org.

Continued on Popge 34

CLASSICAL MUSIC

By VIVIEN SCHWEITZER

Arizona

GRAND CANYON MUSIC FESTIVAL Sept. 521
This small festival, celebrating its 25th-anni-
versary senson, is ideal for those who enjoy
music served with a view. The lineup in the
Shrine of the Ages, near the south rim of the
canyon, includes the funky string quartet Eth-
el, the pienist Joel Fan, the Enso String Quar-
tet and the soprano Amy Burton, performing
works from Beethoven to Bolcom. (800) 897-
8285, grandcanyonmusicfest.org.

California
BERKELEY FESTIVAL AND EXHIBITION OF EARLY
MusIC University of Califarnia, Berkeley, June
3-8. The main events of this biennial festival,
presented by Cal Performances, are the Amer-
ican premiere of a rediscovered 16th-century
Mass in 40 and 60 voices by Alessandro Strig-
gio and the premicre of “Venezia Delle Strade
ai Palazzi,” a theatrical production by Le
Poéme Harmonique featuring music by Mon-
teverdi and Manelli. (510) 642-9988, bix
.berkeley.edu.
CABRILLO FESTIVAL OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
Santa Cruz and San Juan Bautista, July 27-
Aug. 10. There's nothing predictable at Cabril-
lo, where Marin Alsop, the energetic music di-
rector of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra,
conducts a vigorous lineup of new works in-
cluding a world premiere by Christopher
Rouse and the American premiere of a work
by Mark-Anthony Turnage. (831) 426-6966,
cabrillomusic.org.
CARMEL BACH FESTIVAL July 19-Aug. 8. This
prestigious Bachathon kicks off with the mag-
nificent Mass in B minor and includes other
Bach favorites like the “Brandenburg” Con-
certos, The festival also explores the connec-
tion between Bach and Brahms, with pro-
grams including Brahms's “German Re-
Continued on Page 36
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OUTSIDE LANDS Golden Gate
Park, San Francisco, Aug. 22-24.
Someday every designated mar-
ket area will have its own Coa-
chella or Bonnaroo. These “desti-
nation festivals” — large, eclec-
tic, unsummarizable smorgas-
bords over a few days — have
been oases of success in a decade
of bad news for the music indus-
try, and this year several new
ones arrive, This is one of the
best, with Radiohead, Tom Petty,
Beck, Manu Chao, Wilco, Café
Tacuba, Broken Social Scene and
Primus. On the downside these
festivals are all starting to look
the same. Case in point: Jack
Johnson, who is here, there and
everywhere this summer.
sfoutsidelands.com.

WORLD FESTIVAL OF SACRED MU-
SIC Los Angeles, Sept. 13-28.
Coming at the end of the season
is this intriguing world music tri-
ennial. Founded in 1999, it faced a
concert promoter’s nightmare in
2002 with post-9/11 visa prob-
lems, but it returned on schedule
in 2005 and has a strong lineup
this year, with 40 events in 16
days. Highlights include the
Tuvan throat singers Chirgilchin;
Savina Yannatou, a Greek sing-
er; Waldemar Bastos, from An-
gola; and Ali Jihad Racy, a Leba-
nese composer and musician who
is also a professor of ethnomusi-
cology at U.C.L.A. (310) 825-0507,
festivalofsacredmusic.org.

Colorado

JAZZ ASPEN SNOWMASS This or-
ganization produces two well-
stocked festivals each summer
amid the grandeur of the Rocky
Mountains. The first (June 19-24),
in Aspen, has Dianne Reeves, Be-
bel Gilberto, Sharon Jones, Los
Lonely Boys and Patti Austin.
The Labor Day weekend festival
(Aug. 28-Sept. 1), in nearby
Snowmass Village, features John
Fogerty, Widespread Panic, Yon-
der Mountain String Band and
Jerry Douglas. (866) 527-8499,
jazzaspen.org.

MILE HIGH FESTIVAL Commerce
City, July 19-20. Depending on
where you live, you will have a
pretty good chance this summer
of seeing one of the following four
acts as part of a big, heteroge-
neous outdoor festival: Radio-

head, Tom Petty, Dave Matthews,
Jack Johnson. This new event
outside Denver offers Mr. Petty
and Mr. Matthews, along with a
couple of dozen acts from the
jammier side of the street, includ-
ing John Mayer, Steve Winwood,
the Black Crowes, Rodrigo y Ga-
briela, 0.A.R., Michael Franti,
Spoon and the Roots. (866) 461-
6556, milehighmusicfestival.com.

MONOLITH Red Rocks Amphithe-
ater, Morrison, Sept. 13-14. A true
alt-rock festival, Monolith
presents, in its second year, Jus-
tice, TV on the Radio, Devotchka,
Silversun Pickups, Vampire
Weekend, Band of Horses, Neko
Case, Sharon Jones, Superdrag,
Tokya Police Club, White Denim,
A Place to Bury Strangers and
more. monolithfestival.com.

Florida

JVC JAZZ FESTIVAL Miami Beach,
May 16-17. The first of Festival
Network'’s six JVC events around
the country this summer, with
Sergio Mendes, Jorge Ben Jor,
Ledisi, Oriente and Anthony
Hamilton. It may be stretching
the definition of jazz, butin a
good way; JVC’s Chicago festival
(July 18 and 19), on the other
hand, opens with Pat Benatar.
(877) 655-4849, festivalnetwork
.com.

Illinois

CHICAGO BLUES FESTIVAL Grant
Park, June 5-8. One of the biggest
and best blues happenings in the
world, the Chicago Blues Festival
is celebrating its 25th anniversa-
ry the right way by bringing in

B. B. King. He headlines the last
night, along with Little Willje Lit-
tlefield and Bobby Parker, but the
attractions the other nights are .
nothing to sniff at, with Koko Tay-
lor, Buckwheat Zydeco, Eddy
(the Chief) Clearwater, Johnny
Winter with James Cotton, and
Duke Robillard paying tribute to
Louis Jordan. (312) 744-3315,
chicagobluesfestival.us.

LOLLAPALOOZA Grant Park, Chi-
cago, Aug. 1-3. Chicago makes it
easy for indie-rock fans: between
Lollapalooza and Pitchiork, you
can pretty much get your fill in
two weekend festivals. Lollapa-
Iooza is by far the bigger, with
more than 80,000 attendees last
year. This year’s lineup: Radio-
head, Rage Against the Machine,
Nine Inch Nails, Kanye West,
Wilco, Gnarls Barkley, the Ra-

conteurs, Love and Rockets, Bloc
Party, Cat Power, Mark Ronson,
Stephen Malkmus, Lupe Fiasco
and more. But there's no Jack
Johnson here. lollapalooza.com.

PITCHFORK MUSIC FESTIVAL Un-
ion Park, Chicago, July 18-20. It’s
one thing to pack 100 bands into a
weekend and see what happens.
It’s another to program a smaller
festival based on good taste and
provocative ideas. The big draws
at Pitchfork this summer, like
last, are retrospective perform-
ances of classic albums: Public
Enemy doing “It Takes a Nation
of Millions to Hold Us Back”
(1988), Mission of Burma playing
“Vs.” (1982) and Sebadoh with
the requisite “is that really a clas-
sic yet?” record, “Bubble and
Scrape” (1993). Other perform-
ers: Spoon, Dinosaur Jr., Animal
Collective, Spiritualized, Vampire

4 SUMMER STAGES |

MARK HUMPHREY/ASSOCIATED PRESS

The scene at last year’s Bonnaroo festival in Manchester, Tenn.

Weekend, the Hold Steady, Jarvis
Cocker, Dirty Projectors and
Boris. (866) 468-3401,
pitchforkmusicfestival.com.

Louisiana

ESSENCE MUSIC FESTIVAL July
4-6. Displaced in 2006 by Hurri-
cane Katrina, Essence is back in
New Orleans for a second year,
and its lineup looks as good as
ever, with Kanye West, Mary J.
Blige, Rihanna, LL Cool J, Keysh-
ia Cole, Jill Scott and Chris
Brown. But the memory of Katri-
na will be hard to escape: the
shows take place in the Louisiana
Superdome. (800) 488-5252,
essence.com.

Maryland

DELFEST Allegany County Fair-
grounds, Cumberland, May 23-25.

A major new bluegrass festival
presented by (and featuring) Del
McCoury, with Vince Gill, Dierks
Bentley, David Grisman, Abigail
‘Washburn with Béla Fleck, Sam
Bush, the Punch Brothers, Rail-
road Earth and David Bromberg.
(510) 547-1992, delfest.com.

VIRGIN MOBILE FESTIVAL Pimlico
Race Course, Baltimore, Aug. 9
and 10. Last year it was on the
same weekend as Lollapalooza in
Chicago. This year the Virgin Mo-
bile Festival — formerly just the
Virgin Festival, it moves another
notch up the licensing scale —
faces off against a much closer
competitor, All Points West in
New Jersey. All Points West may
have Radiohead, but Virgin has
Bob Dylan, Kanye West, Foo
Fighters, Nine Inch Nails, Wilco,
Iggy and the Stooges, and the re-
united Stone Temple Pilots — but
no Jack Johnson. (800) 551-7328,
virginmobilefestival.com.
Michigan

ROTHBURY July 3-6. Another new
festival in the Bonnaroo mold, on
the 2,000-acre Double JJ Ranch,
which has three lakes, log cabins
and a cranberry bog. The twist is
that Rothbury's organizers say
they are making every effort to
be environmentally conscious,
shooting for a “zero-waste con-
cert.” There’s even an on-staff
“greening chief” to help. And the
lineup? There’s a certain amount
of recycling there as well, witha
lot of artists you’ll see at many
other major festivals this season:
Dave Matthews Band, John
Mayer, Gogol Bordello, Snoop
Dogg, Medeski Martin and Wood,
Rodrigo y Gabriela and Beth
Orton. (866) 455-2263,
rothburyfestival.com.

New Jersey

ALL POINTS WEST Liberty State
Park, Jersey City, Aug. 8-10. Coa-
chella east, sort of. This new
three-day event is presented by
the forces behind Coachella in
Indio, Calif., the gold standard of
the indie-rock-and-everything-
else festival that recently put on
Prince, Portishead, Roger Waters
and Kraftwerk. All Points West is
not quite as impressive, but it’s a
good start, with Radiohead, Cat
Power, the Roots, the New Por-
nographers, Animal Collective,
Underworld, Kings of Leon, the
Roots, Chromeo and Rodrigo y
Gabriela. (Jack Johnson? Yes.)
apwfestival.com.

New York City

BAM RHYTHM AND BLUES FESTI-
VAL MetroTech Commons, Flat-
bush and Myrtle Avenues, down-
town Brooklyn, June 5-Aug. 7. A
modest but well programmed
lunchtime series outdoors, with
free shows every Thursday.
Highlights: the guitarist Lionel
Loueke (June 5), Orchestra Bao-
bab (June 26), Meshell Ndegeo-
cello (July 31) and Richie Havens -
with Marcus Carl Franklin (Aug. .
7). (718) 636-4100, bam.org.

CELEBRATE BROOKLYN Prospect
Park. The 30th concert season in
this perfect urban concert envi-
ronment — band shell, cool grass,
the whiff of barbecue —opens
with Isaac Hayes on June 12, and
follows with a strong, varied line- .
up through Aug. 9: Miriam Make- *
ba (June 14), Salif Keita (June

22), Cold War Kids with Elvis
Perkins and Sam Champion

(June 27), Brazilian Girls (July

11), Beth Orton with Matt Munis-
teri (July 12), Deerhoof and the
Metropolitan Ensemble (July 18),
a screening of “Powagqqatsi” with
music by the Philip Glass Ensem-
ble (July 25), the annual African
festival (Aug. 3) and Hal Will-
ner’s Bill Withers Project (Aug.

9). (718) 855-7882, briconline.org
/Jcelebrate.

JVC JAZZFESTIVAL June 15-28,
Highlights among the highlights
include, at Carnegie Hall, Joao
Gilberto (June 22), Herbie Han-
cock (June 23), Al Green and
Dianne Reeves (June 27), and
Mos Def with Gil Scott-Heron
(June 28); at the gorgeous and
intimate New York Society for
Ethical Culture, an Alice Coltrane
tribute (June 17), Cecil Taylor and
George Cables (June 20), and the
Bad Plus with Kurt Rosenwinkel
(June 24); and an impressive se-
ries at Le Poisson Rouge, a new
club in the space of the old Vil-
lage Gate. (877) 655-4849,
festivalnetwork.com.

LINCOLN CENTER Personnel
changes at Lincoln Center have
yielded fresh, intriguing pro-
gramming for its two outdoor se-
ries, Midsummer Night Swing
(July 8-26) and Out of Doors
(Aug. 7-24). (Both take place in
Damrosch Park because of con-
struction.) Nellie McKay opens
the 20th swing season, followed
by 14 nights of low-dipping, high-
kicking music by Chuck Brown,
the Budos Band, the Spanish
Harlem Orchestra and, inits
American debut, the Argentine



tango masters Orquesta Tipica
Imperial. Qut of Doors features
the irreverent East Village Opera
Company, the jazz violinist Regi-
na Carter and the fascinating
*“800 Years of Minimalism" with
Rhys Chatham and Manuel
Gontsching; in addition Patti
Smith headlines the annual two-
day Roots of American Music
minifestival. Pap events at the
Lincoln Center Festival include
the return of Goran Bregovic
(July 8-9) and Damon Albarn
with his unmissable Honest Jon's
Revue (July 12). (212) 546-2656
(events hot line) or (212) 721-6500
(tickets), lincolncenter.org.
MCCARREN PARK POOL This
50,000-square-foot former mu-
nicipal pool in Greenpoint, Brook-
lyn, left fallow for 22 years,
changed everything for New
York summer rock when it
opened for concerts in 2006; oth-
er, more established series had to
compete not only with its must-
see bookings but with Slip 'n
Slide and dodgeball tao. This
year might be the last for con-
certs here: the city wants to tumn
it back into a pool. We'll see
about that. But for now enjoy the
sun, ridiculous hipster fashions
and water games with M.LA.
(June 6), Death Cab for Cutie
(June 10), Gogol Bordello (June
20), Devo with Tom Tom Club and
Dan Deacon (June 26), DJ Shad-
ow with Cut Chemist (Juy 17),
Ween (July 25), the Black Keys
(Aug.7) and Wilco (Aug. 13). Also
expected: the Breeders, the Hold
Steady, the Black Lips, MGMT,
Liars and Deerhunter.
mecarrenpark.com.

RIVER TO RIVER FESTIVAL An um-
brella of various Lower Manhat-
tan festivals, River to River has
hundreds of events from May 28
through September, ali of them
free. Some highlights: Sonic
Youth with the Feelies (yes, the
Feelies!) at the Battery Park
Lawn on July 4; Orchestra Bao-
bab in Rockefeller Park (June
25); and avant-garde concerts in
the World Financial Center Win-
ter Garden with Christian Fen-
neszand Ryuichi Snkamoto (July
15) and the Icelandic composer
Johann Johannsson, making his
American debut (July 8). A pop
series at Castle Clinton includes
Abigail Washburn with Béla
Fleck (May 29), St. Vincent (July
10), Ted Leo (July 17) and Ter-
ence Blanchard (Aug. 7). There's
a big one at the Seaport on May
30: Wire, followed in that series
by A Place to Bury Strangers
(June 27), No Age (July 11), Dirty
Projectors (Aug. 15) and leading
Chinese rock bands presented by
the Beijing recard label Modern
Sky (Aug. 31). (212) 835-2789,
rivertorivernyc.com.

SIREN MUSIC FESTIVAL Coney Is-
land, July 19. Despite the appear-
ance of M.1.A,, last year's Siren
was a little disappointing. This
year looks good, with Stephen
Malkmus, Beach House, Broken
Sacial Scene, Helio Sequence,
Times New Viking, Film Schoal,
Jaguar Love, Annuals, the Dodos,
Parts and Labor, and Dragons of
Zynth — but so far there’s no
blockbuster headliner.
villagevoice.com/siren.
SUMMERSTAGE Rumsey Play-
field, Central Park, June 13-Aug.
17. This summer the best show in
town might very wellbeina
drained municipal pool in Brook-
lyn or outside a pizzeria at South
Street Seaport. But a good show
on a good day in Central Park is
still hard to beat. Highlights
among the 32 free performances
this year: Mavis Staples (June
13), Vampire Weekend with Kid
Sister (June 14), Yael Naim (June
22), Rachid Taha with Dengue
Fever (July 5), Seun Kuti and
Afrika Bambaataa (July 6), Julie-
ta Venegas (July 12), the novelist
Junot Diaz (July 17), Santogold
(July 20), the novelist Richard
Price (July 31), Battles with
Black Dice (Aug. 16) and Sharon
Janes (Aug. 17). Benefit (i.e. not
free) shows include Mark Knop-
fler (July 23), Crosby, Stills and
Nash (July 29y and Sonny Rollins
(Aug. 6). The City Parks Founda-
tion, which presents Summer-
Stage, also offers a series of free

concerts throughout the city; a
full schedule is at
cityparksfoundation.org.

(212) 360-2777, summerstage.org.
VISION FESTIVAL Clemente Soto
Vélez Cultural Center, 107 Suffolk
Street, Lower East Side, June 10-
15. The premier avant-garde jazz
slash new music slash experi-
mental siash whatever festival,
Vision turns 13 this year witha
typically packed iineup featuring,
among others, Dave Douglas, Oli-
ver Lake, Hamiet Bluiett, Wada-
da Leo Smith's Golden Quartet,
Matthew Shipp, Roy Nathanson's
Sotto Voce and William Parker's
tribute 1o Curtis Mayfield.

(212) 696-6681, visionfestival.org.

New York State

ALL TOMORROW'S PARTIES
Kutsher's Country Club, Monti-
cello, Sept. 19-21. Will the My
Bloody Valentine reunion be as
big as the Pixies’ was four years
ago? Prabably not, but this
American edition of the success-
ful British festival All Tomor-
row’s Parties — where one artist
programs the entire lineup by
taste, whimsy and nepotism — is
by far the most exciting and un-
expected event of the season.
Programmed by My Bloody Val-
entine, which alse performs, the
festival will take place over the
last weekend of the summer ata
Caskills resort with room for
only 3,000. Other performers in-
clude Polva, Low, Magwai, Shel-
lac and, in the indie-people-play-
ing-complete-albums category,
Tortoise (with “Millions Now Liv-
ing Will Never Die"). Buiir o
Spill (“Perfect From Now On"),
Meat Puppets (“Meat Puppets
11") and Thurston Moore with the
iffy semiclassic, “Psychic
Hearts.” atpfestival.com.

GREY FOX BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
Oak Hill, July 17-20. One of the
biggest bluegrass concert series
in the country, Grey Fox moves
this year from its longtime loca-
tion in Columbia County to a farm
in Greene County, about 30 miles
southwest of Albany. It has a par-
ticularly strong lineup, with Da-
vid Grisman, Sam Bush, Del Mc-
Coury, Jerry Douglas, the Gras-
cals, a 30th-anniversary reunion
of Hot Rize, and Dry Branch Fire
Squad, which has presided as
resident band for more than 25
years. (888) 946-8495,
greyfoxbluegrass.com.

JONES BEACH Wantagh. Concerts
this summer at the wave-lapped
Nikon at Jones Beach Theater in-
clude the “True Colors” tour with
Cyndi Lauper and friends (June
1, see below); Eric Clapton (June
5); RE.M. (June 14); James Tay-
for (June 21-22); Stevie Nicks
(June 28); Miitley Crile (July B);
John Mayer (July 9); John Mel-
lencanip and Lucinda Williams
(July 10); Joe Cocker and Steve
Miller (July 11); Rush (July 14);
Counting Crows and Maroon §
(July 3t-Aug. 1); the Police and
Elvis Costello (Aug. 4-5); and the
“Metal Masters" tour with Judas
Priest, Heaven and Hell and oth-
ers (Aug. 10). (516) 221-1000,
nikonjonesbeach.com,

Oklahoma

ROCKLAHOMA Pryor Creek, July
10-13. Hair-metai’s class of 198
converges in northeastern Okla-
homa for the second annual
Rockiahoma festival, which was
attended by some 100,000 fans
last year. This year's draws: L.A.
Guns, Dokken, Sebastian Bach
(from Skid Row), Bret Michaels
(from Poison), Living Colour,
Night Ranger, Tesla, Queens-
ryche, Warrant, Cinderella, Ex-
treme and the one you've been
swaiting for: Trixter. (918) 824-
2288, rock.feverfest.com.

Pennsylvania

POPPED! Philndelphia, June 20-
22, Only two years old, Popped!
has grown into a significant
weekend festival, with Vampire
Weekend, Gogol Bordello, Mates
of State, Daniel Johnston, Dan
Deacon, Mr. Lif, 0'Death, Sam
Champion and a kickoff party
with Slick Rick. (215) 336-2000,

THE NEW YORK TIMES,
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SCAR IUNALGOTIT NEW VO TISES
Public Enemy, with Flavor Flav, will perform at the Pitchfork Music Festival in Chicago.

poppedphiladelphia.org.

Rhode Island

IVCIAZZ FESTIVAL Newport, Aug.

8-10. With a new presenting or-
ganization, the Festival Network
— which bought George Wein’s
Festival Productions last year —
JVC Newport takes a step away
from its usual conservatism. Son-
ny Rollins makes his first appear-
ance in ages. And while there are
plenty of usual suspects, like Her-
bie Hancock, Wayne Shorter,
Charlie Haden and Dave Holland
(and it's hard to complain about
those suspects), there are also
Ledisi, Marco Benevento, and
Soulive with Fred Wesley. And,
well, Chris Botti — but for the
most part this is one of the most
interesting lineups here in years.
(877) 655-4849, festivalnetwork
.com.

NEWPORT FOLK FESTIVAL Aug.
1-3. Jimmy Buffetr at the New-
port Folk Festival? The Black
Crowes? This festival is making
admirable and much-needed
changes, inviting musicians from
all over the pop spectrum, like
Cat Power, Jim James of My
Morning Jacket, She and Him,
Levon Helm and Calexico, but it
takes some hunting to find any-
one an the program who might
by any stretch be called a folk
singer — oh, there's one, Gillian
Welch. (877) 6554849,
festivalnetwork.com.

Tennessee

BONNARDQ Manchester. June 12-
15. The music press went bonkers
with the news that a certain rock
group whose two-word name
ends with Zeppelin would be
playing Bonnaroo this year. The
ultimate booking! Unfortunately
the joke was lost on some that the
confirmation was for Lez Zeppe-
lin — an all-female tribute to the
Led. Still, there was plenty of oth-
er very good news in Bonnaroo's
season announcement: Metalfi-
ca, Pear] Jam, Kanye West, Rob-
ert Plant and Alison Krauss, My
Morning Jacket, the Raconteurs,
Death Cab for Cutie, Willie Nel-
son, Sigur Ros, B. B. King and so
many others. (Jack Johnson?
Check.) bonnaroo.com.

C.M.A. MUSIC FESTIVAL June 5-8.
By far the biggest country music
festival, C.M.A. takes over down-
town Nashville, indoors and out,
for four days, with some 400 art-
ists and a promised “30 hours of
autograph signings.” With Faith
Hill, Miranda Lambert, Carrie
Underwood, Trace Adkins, Ran-
dy Travis, Dwight Yoaknm, Billy
Ray Cyrus, Sara Evans, Alan
Jackson, Kenny Rogers, Tracy
Byrd, Jewel, Montgomery Gen-
try, Kellie Pickler, Sugarland,
Taylor Swift and dozens more.
(800) 262-3378, cmafest.com.

Texas

AUSTIN CITY LIMITS Zilker Park,
Sept. 26-28. Can't make it to All
Points West this summer? Or
Bonnarco? Or that new festival
with Dave Matthews? Or the nth-
er new festival with Dave Mat-
thews? Never fear. Overlapping
lineups mean that even if you
missed every big festival this
summer, you can still attend this
huge, excellently programmed,
highly eclectic event in Austin,
which, as it happens, is actually
in the fall. Among the performers
(take n deep breath and try not to
think about traffic): Foo Fight-
ers, Robert Plant and Alison
Rrauss, Beck, Manu Chao, Vam-
pire Weekend, John Fogerty, Da-
vid Byrne, the Raconteurs, the
Mars Volta, Gnarls Barkley, the
Kills and dozens more. (Jack
Johnson? No.) (888) 512-7469,
aclfestival.com.

‘Washington
BUMBERSHOOT Seattle, Aug. 30-
Sept. 1. A model urban arts festi-
val, this Labor Day weekend se-
ries has been lighting up down-
Continued on Page 38
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quiem.” Mozart, Handel and
Schubert's “Winterreise," with
the baritone Sanford Sylvan, are
also scheduled. (831) 624-2046,
bachfestivalorg.
FESTIVAL DEL SOLE Napa Valley,
July 12-20. A feast for the senses
is on offer here, with a lineup of
performances by Joshua Bell,
Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Elina
Garanca, the Dallas Symphony
Orchestra in its festival debut
and others, followed by gourmet
meals and wine. There are also
chamber recitals in a Tuscan-
style castle and exhibitions of
works by Henri Matisse and
Andy Warhol. (707) 226-8742,
fdsnapa.com.
HOLLYWOOD BOWL July 10-Sept.
4. One highlight of the Los Ange-
les Philharmonic’s annual de-
campment to the Hollywood
Bowl will surely be Mahler's
“Symphony of a Thousand,” led
by the orchestra’s music director,
Esa-Pekka Salonen. The starry
lineup of guest conductars in-
cludes Leonard Slatkin and An-
drew Davis; soloists include
Joshua Bell, Sarah Chang and
Jean-Yves Thibaudet. (323) 850-
2000, hollywoodbowl.com.
LA JOLLA MUSIC FESTIVAL Aug.
1-24, There is plenty to keep
chamber music lovers happy
here with a starry roster includ-
ing Garrick Ohlsson, Gil Shaham,
Jennifer Koh and the Tokyo
String Quartet. The repertory in-
cludes favorites, Messinen's
“Quartet for the End of Time"
and new worls by Kaija Saariaha
and Huang Ruo. Solo concerts in-
clude Leon Fleisher playing Bach
and Brahms. (B58) 459-3728,
lajollamusicsociety.org.
MUSIC ACADEMY OF THE WEST
Santa Barbara, June 23-Aug. 16.
The sound of music echoes
throughout the Miraflores gar-
den estate each summer. Festival
highlights include the West Coast
premiere of William Bolcom's
opera “A Wedding"” in a new
chamber version, directed by
Marilyn Horne; Christopher Tay-
lor performing Messiaen’s mysti-
cal “Vingt Regards sur I'Enfant-
Jésus”; and Peter Oundjian lead-
ing Mahler’s Symphony No. 3.
(805) 969-8787, musicacademy
.org. .
MUSIC AT MENLO July 18-Aug. 8.
The chamber music luminaries

David Finckel and Wu Han and

some of their Chamber Music So- )

ciety of Lincoln Center col-
leagues decamp to the West
Coast to play music from the Ba-
rogue to the 20th century. The
festival culminates with works by
Jennifer Higdon and Tan Dun,
and the premiere of Kenneth Fra-
zelle's Piano Trio. (650) 331-0202,
musicatmenlo.org.

QJAIMUSIC FESTIVAL June 5-8.
David Rabertson, taking over as
music director from Pierre-Lau-
rent Aimard, continues the tradi-
tion of adventurous program-
ming at this scenic festival. The
vibrant lineup includes a double
bill of Steve's Reich's “Tehillim"
and Pergolesi's “Stabat Mater”;
Brad Lubman conducting Signal,
anew all-star contemporary en-
semble, in a Reich concert; and
Mr. Robertson leading George
Antheil's “Jazz Symphony.” (805)
646-2094, ojaifestival.org.

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA June
3-July 6. The company’s summer
season opens with Francesca
Zambello's production of “Das
Rheingold,” starring Mark Dele-
van as Wotan and Jennifer Lar-
more as Fricka and conducted by
Donald Runnicles. Susan Gra-
ham and Ruth Ann Swenson per-
form in Hande!'s “ Ariodante,”
which also stars the cult contralto
Ewa Padles as Polinesso. Natalie
Dessay sings the title role of Don-
izetti's “Lucia di Lammermoor,”
directed by Graham Vick.

(415) 864-3330, sfopera.com.

ZELTSMAN MARIMBA FESTIVAL
Colburn School, Los Angeles,
July 6-19. At Zanke] Hall in Janu-
ary, Pierre Boulez recalled that
the technique of European per-
cussionists in the 1950s was so
primitive that many used only
two mallets instead of the now
standard four. Times change.
More than 35 virtuoso marimba
players will gather for a percus-
sion extravaganza of contempo-
Tary music and arrangements.
(401) 831-7214, zmf.us.

Colorado

ASPEN MUSIC FESTIVAL AND
SCHOOL June 19-Aug. 17. Musical
storytelling is this summer's
theme, reflected in programming
like Rimsky-Korsakov’s “Sche-
herazade" and the premiere of
John Harbison's “Great Gatsby”
Suite. The festival concludes with
David Zinman leading the Aspen
Festival Orchestra in Schoen-
berg's “Gurre-Lieder,” with Jon
Villars, Measha Brueggergos-
man and Anthony Dean Griffey
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Aspen Music Festival in Colorado includes the premiere of John Harbison's “Great Gatsby” Suit-

as vocal soloists. (870) §25-9042,
aspenmusicfestival.com.

BRAVO! VAIL VALLEY MUSIC FESTI-
VAL June 25-Aug.2. The New
York Philharmonic, the Roches-
ter Phitharmonic and the Phila-
delphia Orchestra play archestral
favorites. Soloists include Yefim
Bronfman playing Brahms's
First Piano Concerto and Lang
Lang playing Tchaikovsky's Pi-
ano Concerto No. 1. (877) 812-
5700, vailmusicfestival.org.
CENTRAL CITY OPERA June
6-Aug. 10. Opera in English is the
focus this year, with new produc-
tions of Britten’s “Rape of Lucre-
tia” and Bernstein’s “West Side
Story”; a double bill of Britten's
“Curlew River” and Purcell’s
“Dido and Aeneas”; and a revival
of the company's 1997 staging of
Carlisle Floyd's “Susannah.”
(303)292-6700, centralcityopera
.org.

CRESTED BUTTE MUSIC FESTIVAL
July 4-31. Tired of hearing Bee-
thoven in a stuffy concert hall?
Then try his Fifth Symphony ina
barn with beer, The festival ex-
plores this mining town's ear-
ly-20th-century connections to
Eastern Europe with music by
Dvarak, Smetana, Dohnanyi and
Janacek. The eclectic musical

menu also includes a staged pro-
ducrion of Verdi's “Falstaff” and
afocus on the balataika.

(970) 349-0619,
crestedburtemusicfestival.com.

COLORADO MUSIC FESTIVAL Boul-
der, June 2l-Aug. 1. The vibrant
young conductor Michael Chris-
tie leads an eclectic program of
warks, including all nine Beetho-
ven symphonies and the Colora-
do premiere of the multimedia
“Enemy Slayer: A Navajo Ora-
torio,” by the composer Mark
Grey and the Navajo poet Laura
Tohe. (303) 448-7666,
coloradomusicfest.org.

Connecticut:
CONNECTICUT EARLY MUSIC FES-
TIVAL New London, June 13-29, A
littde-known secular cantata by
Francesco Gasparini is the rarity
here, programmed alongside o
concerto grosso by Corelli, his
teacher. Familiar works by Mo-
zart and Haydn will be per-
formed by Sinfonia New York.
(B60) 439-2695, ctearlymusic.org.

Idaho

ing about ticket prices in this sc-
nic valley, where all concerts ar:
free. Alasdair Neale conducts fi-
vorites by Tchaikovsky and Bee
thoven and the premiere of a
work by Kevin Puts. The cham-
ber program includes works by
Golijov, Mozart and Mendels-
sohn. (208) 622-5607,
svsummersymphony.org.

[llinois

GRANT PARK MUSIC FESTIVAL
Chicago, June 11-Aug. 16. Picnics-
ers often lose out acoustically a:
outdoor summer events, but the
Frank Gehry-designed Pritzker
Pavilion ensures a quality sonic
experience for all. The program-
ming runs the gamut from stand-
ard repertory to John Adams and
Steven Mackey. General seating
is free. (312) 742-7638,
grantparkmusicfestival.com.

RAVINIA FESTIVAL Highland Park,
May 31-Sept. 14. Among the 150
events featured in this mammoth
and longstanding festival are per-
formances by the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra, which James
Conlon will lead in Mahler’s
“Symphony of a Thousand” andi

i of Mo-

SUN VALLEY SUMMER Y
July 28-Aug. I8. There's no grip-

. celebrate the Messiaen cenre:

zart's “Don Giovanni” and “Ab-
duction From the Seraglio.” The:
chamber group Tashi reunites

i
al with his “Quartet for the Erxd of
Time," and the Juilliard String3
Quartet, Ursula Oppens and
Charles Rosen celebrate the C.ar-
ter centennial. (847) 266-5100,
ravinia.org.

Iowa

DES MOINES METRO OPERA FEST 1~
VAL June 22-July 15, This small

company offers new production:s _

of Verdi's “Ballo in Mas
Mare Blitzstein’s “Regi 4
Donizetti's “Elisir d'Amore.”
(515) 961-6221,
desmoinesmetroopera.org.

Maine

BI0WDOIN INTERNATIONAL MUSIC
FZESTIVAL Brunswick, June 21-
Ayg. 2. 0ld and new share the
sypotlight at this worthy small fes-
ttival and summer school. Mini-
féestivals dedicated to Beethoven
2and contemporary music — with
Sseven premieres and works by
Messiaen and Carter — will be
Pperformed by musictans includ-
inng the Ying, Juilliard and Shang-
bhai string quartets. (207) 725-
33895, summermusic.org.

IMaryland

EEASTERN SHORE CHAMBER MUSIC
FFESTIVAL Easton and Chester-
town, June §-15. Unpredictable
Pprogramming is the halimark
bhere, with ane concert featuring
“works by Johannes Andreas
AAmon, Charles Wuorinen and
MMendelssohn. (410) 819-0380,
musicontheshore.org.

era,

Massachusetts

ASTON MAGNA Great Barrington
and Williamstown, Mass., and
Annandale-on-Hudson, N.Y.,
June 27-Aug. 2. There's plenty to
keep early-music buffs happy
here, with Bach, English Consort
songs, music from the Russian
Barogue and selections from
Books 7 and 8 of Monteverdi's
concerted madrigals, including a
semistaged performance of “11
Combattimento di Tancredi e Clo-
rinda.” (800) 875-7156,
astonmagna.org.

BERKSHIRE CHORAL FESTIVAL
Sheffield, July 12- Aug. 2. Every
year enthusiastic amateur sing-
ers descend on the Berkshires for
an intense week of study and per-
formance with leading choral
conductors, who this year include
Craig Jessop and Kent Tritle.
This season’s repertory includes
Handel’s “Solomon” and Mack
Wilberg's Requiem. (413) 228-
1989, chorus.arg.

TANGLEWOOD Lenox, July 5- Aug.
24. The Boston Symphony Or-

chestra's lush summer home will
be the scene of an unusual num-
ber of opera presentations, in-
cluding Berlioz's complete “Les
Troyens"” led by James Levine.
He also conducts a concert per-
formance of Tchaikovsky's “Eu-
gene Onegin" and a staged pro-
duction of Kurt Weill's “Rise and
Fall of the City of Mahagonny.”
The Elliott Carter centennial will
be celebrated with five days of
concerts. Bernard Haitink con-
ducts Beethoven and Mahler's
“Resurrection” Symphony.
(888) 266-1200, tanglewood.org.

Minnesota

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA SOM-
MERFEST Minneapolis, July 11-
Aug. 3. Osmo Vanska, the orches-
tra's music director, brings Finn-
ish flair with works by Sibelius
and Rautavaara. Andrew Litton,
the festival’s music director,
leads a semistaged performance
of Verdi's “Traviata” with Mau-
reen O'Flynn as Violetta. Both
men will also demanstrate their
prowess as chamber musicians,
with Mr. Litton playing piano and
Mr. Vanska playing clarinet.
(612) 371-5656,
minnesotaorchestra.org.

Missouri =
OPERA THEATER OF ST. LOUIS
May 24-June 29, High standards
and a casual ambience are St.
Louis trademarks. “Tales of Hofi-
mann,” “Madame Butterfly” and
two infrequently performed
works — William Walton's “Trai-
lus and Cressida” and Vincente
Martin y Saler’s comic “Una
Cosa Rara” — are on offer, along
with a chance to mingle with the
singers after each performance.
(314) 961-0644, opera-stl.org.

New Hampshire

OPERA NORTH Lebanon, Aug.
9-23. The talents of this year’s
participants in the Opera North
Young Artists program will be
highlighted in “Madame Butter-
fly” and “The Magic Flute,” per-
formed in the intimate Lebanon
Opera House. (603) 448-0400,
operanorth.org.

New Jersey

NEW JERSEY OPERA THEATER
SUMMERFEST Princeton, July 11-
27. Productions of “La Traviata,”
“The Merry Widow" and “La Ce-
nerentola” in the McCarter Thea-
ter feature rising young profes-
sionals like the soprano Elizabeth
Cabeaero, who is Violetta in “Tra-
viata." (609) 258-2787, opera-nj
org.

New Mexico

MUSIC FROM ANGEL FIRE Angel
Fire, Tnos, Raton, and Las Vegas,
Aug. 15-Sept. 1. Joan Tower con-
tinues her 70th-birthday celebra-
tions as composer in residence at
the silver anniversary of this fes-
tival, where the Miami String
Quartet will perform her new
quartet. The distinguished lineup
of musicians also includes Mark
O'Cannar, the violinists Ida and
Ani Kavafian and the cellist Peter
Wiley. (888) 37i-3300.
musicfromangeifire.org.

SANTA FE CHAMBER MUSIC FESTI-
VAL Santa Fe and Albuquerque,
July 20-Aug. 25. Nestled in the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains, this
festival is an important contribu-
tor to the chamber repertory,
having commissioned 47 works
since 1980. This year there are
new works by Huang Ruo, Kaija
Saariaho, Roberto Sierra and
Joan Tower. An exciting lineup of
performers, such as the Orion
String Quarte playing Beetho-
ven, keep standard fare fresh as
well, (888) 221-9836,
santafechambermusic.org.
SANTA FE OPERA June 27-Aug. 23.
For his final season as general
rector, Richard Gaddes has as-
sembled a stellor lineup af
emerging and established talent.
There are five new productions:
“Falstaff”; “The Marriage of Fi-
garo,"” with Marjusz Kwiecien as
the Count; “Billy Budd," conduct-
ed by Edo de Waart; “Radamis-
to," starring David Daniels; and
the American premiere of Kaija
Saariaho's “Adriana Mater," di-
rected by Peter Sellars. (505) 986-
5955, santafeopera.org.

New York City

LINCOLN CENTER FESTIVAL July
227, The recently restored Park
Avenue Armory will be put to
goad use for what promises to be
ariveting experience in July,
when this vibrant festival stages
performances of “Die Soldaten,”
a20th-century opera by Bernd
Alois Zimmermann. The produc-
tion, imported from the Ruhr
Triennale festival in Germany, in-
corporates audience seating that
moves on rails astride a long plat-
form. (212) 721-6500,
lincolncenter.org.

MOSTLY MOZART July 23-Aug. 23.
Some Mozart and lots of Finns
are on the festival lineup, which
features the American premiere
of “La Passion de Simone" (with
Dawn Upshaw in the title role) by
Kaija Saariaho, the composer in
residence. Her works are a major
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part of this year’s Finnish focus.
Highlights also include the Amer-
ican premiere of Lemi Ponifasio’s
Requiem. (212) 721-6500,
lincolncenter.org.

NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC Parks
in the five boroughs, June 24-July
15. The Metropolitan Opera is not
offering its annual free concerts
in the boroughs this summer, but
picnickers still have plenty of op-
portunities to snack under the
stars with the Philharmonic’s an-
nual outings. The orchestraisn’t
stinting on quality: the concerts
will be led by Xian Zhang, the dy-
namic associate conductor, and
Alan Gilbert, the music director
designate; soloists include the pi-
anist Lang Lang. (212) 721-6500,
Nyphil.org.

RIVER TO RIVER FESTIVAL May 28-
Sept. 30. For new-music lovers
with stamina, the annual all-night
Bang on a Can marathon at the
World Financial Center Winter
Garden on May 31 promises an
alluring number of treats, includ-
ing performances by Alarm Will
Sound, So Percussion and Signal,
which will play Steve Reich's
“Daniel Variations.” The general
festival lineup also includes the
virtuoso pipa player Wu Man and
the mandolin player Chris Thile.
(212) 835-2789, rivertorivernyc
.com.

SUMMERGARDEN AT MOMA July
6-Aug. 24. The sculpture garden
at the Museum of Modern Art is
host to an eclectic array of
sounds during its free weekly
summer concert series, split be-
tween the Juilliard School and
Jazz at Lincoln Center. Talented
young groups like the Attacca
Quartet and the New Juilliard
Ensemble perform the New York
premieres of stylistically diverse
works. (212) 708-9400, moma.org.

New York State

BARD MUSIC FESTIVAL AND BARD
SUMMERSCAPE Annandale-on-
Hudson, July 4-Aug. 17. Each
year, in the silver-roofed, Gehry-
designed Fisher Center, Leon
Botstein, the American Sympho-
ny Orchestra and a host of visit-
ing musicians and scholars offer
an in-depth exploration of a com-
poser and his contemporaries.
This year it is “Prokofiev and His
World.” Bard Summerscape will
present a double bill by the Polish
composer Karol Szymanowski.
His opera “King Roger” and the
ballet-pantomine “Harnasie” are
both directed by Lech Majewski,

with the Wroclaw Opera Chorus
and Polish soloists. (845) 758-
7900, fishercenter.bard.edu.

CARAMOOR INTERNATIONAL MU-
SICFESTIVAL June 21-Aug. 3.
There is something for everyone
at this genteel estate, ideal for a
quick getaway from the city. Will
Crutchfield keeps opera lovers
happy with high-quality perform-
ances in Bel Canto at Caramoor,
this year presenting “Il Barbiere
di Siviglia" and “La Forza del
Destino"” in new critical editions.
Other offerings include “Sonidos
Latinos,” Peter Oundjian and the
Orchestra of St. Luke's playing
favorites, and chamber and solo
recitals. (914) 232-1252, caramoor
.OrE.

CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION June
28-Aug. 19, Stefan Sanderling be-
gins his first summer as music di-
rector of the institution's sym-
phony orchestra, leading pro-
grams including the pianist Hora-
cio Gutiérrez playing Beethoven.
Chautauqua Opera’s Young Art-
ist Program offers “Cosi Fan
Tutte,” “The Cunning Little Vix-
en,” “La Traviata” and “Street
Scene.” (716) 357-6250, ciweb.org.

GLIMMERGLASS OPERA Coopers-
town, July 5-Aug. 24. There are
new productions of Cole Porter’s
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Handel’s “Giulio
Cesare” and “1 Capuleti e i Mon-
tecchi” by Bellini and what is
billed as the American fully
staged premiere of Wagner's
“Das Liebesverbot.” The compa-
ny will also present two concert
performances of Mendelssohn's
complete incidental music to “A
Midsummer Night's Dream.”
(607) 547-2255, Glimmerglass.org.

JUNE IN BUFFALO June 2-7. Ircam
in Buffalo might be a good name
for this contemporary-music fes-
tival, which Morton Feldman
founded in 1975 as an American
version of the Darmstadt festival
in Germany. Scholars, composers
and performers will gather to ex-
plore this year’s theme, “Music
and Computers.” (716)645-2921,
Music.buffalo.edu/juneinbuffalo.

SARATOGA PERFORMING ARTS
CENTER July 3-Aug. 24. A starty
roster of musicians head upstate
to perform at this multidisciplin-
ary festival, which includes
Charles Dutoit conducting the
Philadelphia Orchestra and the
pianist Martha Argerich, who
will also perform chamber music
with the Capugon brothers. The
Lake George Opera offers “La
Traviata” and “Gianni Schicchi”
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RAVINIA TESTIVAL.

James Conlon directs the Ravinia Festival in Illinois.

along with a 1997 opera by Mi-
chael Ching billed as its “sequel.”
(518) 587-3330, spac.org.

North Carolina

APPALACHIAN SUMMER FESTIVAL
Boone, June 28-July 27. Musical
luminaries like Midori come to
this eclectic festival to perform
with local orchestras. There is
also an inventive series by the
Broyhill Chamber Ensemble, led
by Gil Morgenstern, the festival’s
former artistic'director. (800) 841-
2787, appsummer.org.

EASTERN MUSIC FESTIVAL
Greensboro, June 28-August 2.
Gerard Schwarz inaugurates his
first year as music director of this
teaching festival with programs
featuring Midori, Ani Kavafian,
Matt Haimovitz and Elmar Oli-
veira. (877)833-6753,
easternmusicfestival.org.

Ohio

BLOSSOM FESTIVAL Cuyahoga
Falls, July 3-Aug. 31. Franz Wel-
ser-Mdst, the Cleveland Orches-
tra’s music director, and the
guest conductors Giancarlo
Guerrero, Andrey Boreyko, Jahja
Ling and Nicholas McGegan will
lead concerts during the orches-
tra’s annual decampment to the
Blossom Music Center. (800) 686-
1141, clevelandorchestra.com.

CINCINNATI MAY FESTIVAL May
16-24. This important choral festi-
val was established in 1873,
James Conlon conducts the May
Festival Chorus and Cincinnati

Symphony Orchestra in a pro-
grams that include Verdi's “For-
za del Destino,” with the rising
soprano Ellie Dehn; Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony; Eric Zeisl's
“Requiem Ebraico”; Fauré’s Re-
quiem; and Berlioz’s “Roméo et
Juliette.” (513) 381-3300,
mayfestival.com.

CINCINNATI OPERA June 11-July
27. Established singers and rising
stars perform here. The Metro-
politan Opera's Hei-Kyung Hong
stars as Violetta in “La Travi-
ata”; Shu-Ying Li, impressive as
Cio-Cio San in New York City
Opera’s recent production of
“Madame Butterfly,” takes up
the role here; and Sarah Coburn
sings the title role in “Lucia di
Lammermoor.” The lineup also
includes Daniel Catan's “Floren-
cia en el Amazonas.” (513) 241-
2742, cincinnatiopera.org.

Oregon

OREGON BACH FESTIVAL Port-
land, June 27-July 13. As the
name implies, Bach is the back-
bone of this festival, which fea-
tures major works like the Mass
in B minor and the “St. Matthew
Passion” conducted by Helmuth
Rilling, with lecture-concerts fo-
cusing on the “St. John Passion.”
The Shanghai Quartet, the Five
Browns and Sarah Chang ven-
ture beyond Bach. (541) 682-5000,
oregonbachfestival.com.

Pennsylvania
MUSIC NATURALLY Lancaster,

June 14-29. The Miami String
Quartet, the violinist Arnold
Steinhardt and the Newstead
Trio participate in this chamber
music teaching festival, run by
the Pennsylvania Academy of
Music. (717) 399-9733, pamusacad
.org/musicnaturally.php.

South Carolina

SPOLETO FESTIVAL USA Charles-
ton, May 23-June 8. The season
commemorates the bicentennial
of the abolition of the trans-Atlan-
tic slave trade. Spoleto focuses on
the black experience with a new
production of a revised version of
Anthony Davis's “Amistad,”
which will inaugurate the reopen-
ing of the historic Memminger
Auditorium. The festival also fea-
tures leading African and Afri-
can-American musicians like the
Imani Winds, a new production of
“La Cenerentola” and Morton
Feldman’s seldom-performed
“For Philip Guston.” (843) 579-
3100, spoletousa.org.

Texas

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL AND IN-
STITUTE AT ROUND TOP June
7-July 12. Orchestral perform-
ances and chamber music con-
certs by students and faculty
members run the gamut here
from Bach and Beethoven to
Messiaen and Jennifer Higdon.
(979)249-3129, festivalhill.org. .

MIMIR CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL
Fort Worth, June 30-July 11,
Members of the Chicago Sym-
phony and Cleveland orchestras
are among the faculty at this
teaching festival, named for the
Norse god of wisdom. (817) 257~
5443, mimirfestival.org.

Utah

MOAB MUSIC FESTIVAL Aug. 29-
Sept. 13. The striking red-hued
rocks of the Colorado River Grot-
to provide one of many spectacu-
lar backdrops for this scenic
event. The music director, Mi-
chael Barrett (who also runs
Caramoor), has programmed
some exciting concerts, including
the pianist Christopher Taylor
playing Messiaen, lively operas
by William Bolcom and John
Musto and plenty of chamber
music. (435) 259-7003,
moabmusicfest.org.

Vermont
CHAMBER MUSIC CONFERENCE

AND COMPOSERS' FORUM OF THE
EAST Bennington, July 20-Aug. 17.
Amateurs don't need to feel left
out from all the summer music
making taking place across the
country. This festival offers moti-
vated, high-level amateurs
coaching and performance op-
portunities, The compositionally
inclined can study with compos-
ers in residence. (201) 242-1277,
cmceast.org.

MARLBORO MUSIC SCHOOL AND
FESTIVAL July 12-Aug. 10. The
best young talent merges with es-
tablished artists (like Richard
Goode and Mitsuko Uchida, the
artistic directors) for exciting in-
tergenerational music-making at
this festival, one of the country's
pre-eminent chamber music
events. Repertory for concerts is
programmed on short notice.,
mariboromusic.org.

Virginia

WOLF TRAP Vienna, May 23-Sept.
7. During its annual summer resi-
dency, the National Symphony
Orchestra will give 10 concerts,
including an evening with Kiri Te
Kanawa, a concert performance
of “Candide” and Eric 1dle’s “Not
the Messiah.” Wolf Trap's re-
spected opera program for rising
artists offers three new produc-
tions, including Verdi’s “King for
a Day,” Handel’s “Alcina” and
Strauss’s “Ariadne auf Naxos.”
(703) 255-1868, wolftrap.org.

Washington

OLYMPIC MUSIC FESTIVAL June
28-Sept. 7. This informal festival
takes place in a historic dairy
farm on Washington’s Olympic
Peninsula, where picnickers and
freely roaming donkeys enjoy
chamber music concerts. Beetho-
ven, Brahms and Kodaly are on
the menu this year. (206) 527-
8839, olympicmusicfestival.org.

Wyoming

GRAND TETON MUSIC FESTIVAL
Jackson Hole, July 3-Aug. 16. Wy-
oming's majestic mountains host
a starry lineup of musicians, in-
cluding the violinist James Ehnes
playing Barber and the pianist
Louis Lortie playing Ravel. Don-
ald Runnicles opens the festival
with a tribute to Leonard Bern-
stein; he also conducts Mahler's
Symphony No. 9 and works by
Colin Matthews and Messiaen.
(307) 733-1128, gtmf.org.
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Maine

BATES DANCE FESTIVAL Lewiston,
July 13-Aug. 8. Founded in 19
the festival tends to be thoug
provoking as well as entertain-
ing. This year’s lineup includes
Keigwin & Company (July 15-19),
- Africa/NOW" with Gregory
Magoma and Nora Chipaumire
(July 25-26), Zoe Scofield and Ju-
niper Shuey, and ballet and
Butoh practitioners from Seattle
(Aug. | and 2). “Different Voices”
{Aug. 7-8) features Victaria
Marks’s “Not About iraq,” the
dance duo of Nugent and Matte-
son, and the noted improvisers
Chiris Aiken and Angie Hauser.
(207) 786-6381, abacus.hates.edu
Ulancefest,

Massachusetts

JACOB'S PILLOW DANCE FESTIVAL
Becket, June 16-Aug. 24. The
opening arractions at this bu-
colic festival, one of the nation's
first, are Garth Fagan of modern
dance and Braadway fame and
1lie French-Algerian choreogra-
pher Heddy Maalem and her
company in a new interpretation
of Stravinsky's *Rite of Spring.”
The Pillow’s closing atractions
are the cheeky British Ballet
Boyz troupe and T.P.0., which
stands for the Teatra di Piazza
d'Occasione, a company from
Tuscany that specializes in inter-
active, visually sumptuous
dance. That geographical and
aesthetic range says everything
about this eclectic summer hap-

w1 CooTER
Alina Cojocaru of the Royal
Ballet will perform at the Vail
International Dance Festival.

pening, whichincludes lectures,
fitms, outdoor performances and
un inviting walk-in archival li-
Lrary with rich holdings on more
than seven decades of dance his-
Lory. Many evenis are free.

(413) 243-0745, jacobspillow.org.

SUMMER STAGES DANCE 2008
Cuncord, July 8-29. This summer
the emphasis is not only on per-
formances but also on audience
participation in informal conver-
sations with the artists. They in-
clude David Parker, Tere O*Con-
nor, Eiko and Koma with Marga-
ret Lenp Tan, and Sara Rudner,
who will direct a dance installa-

tion at the Institute of Contempo-
rary Art in Boston. (978) 402-

CITYPARKS DANCE July 12-Aug. 10
and July 16-20. The City Parks
jon will present two festi-

2338, org.

New York

BARD SUMMERSCAPE Bard Col-
lege, Annandale-on-Hudson, July
4-Aug. 17. This summer’s theme
is *Prokafiev and His World."
Mark Movris will represent
dance with the much-anticipated
waorld premiere of “Romea and
Juliet, on Motifs of Shakespeare,”
(July 4-6,8 and 9) set 1o a fully re-
stored version of the ballet score.
(843) 758-7900, fishercenter.bard
-edu.
BOOGIE DOWN DANCE 2008, the
Bronx, through June 7. Seven
programs of traditional and ex-
perimental modern dance, hip-
hop, tap and haliroom include
premieres by Bill T. Jones and
Doug Elkins for Arthur Avile
Typical Theater and guest Ben
Ninja (May 20-24). (718) 842-
bresxacademyofartsanddance
org.
CELEBRATE BROOKLYN! Prospect
Park Bandshell, June 12-Aug. 2.
The festival's A0 th-anniversary
edition will be mostly music, but
the twn dance attractions are
choice. Brooklyn's own Mark
Morris Dance Group (July 31)
will perform repertory pieces
and the New York premiere of an
as vet untitied piece to music by
Samuel Barber. And Ailey 11, the
junior company of Alvin Ailey
‘American Dance Theater (Aug-
7). will not anly perform but also
teach all comers in pre-perform-
ance classes. (718) B55-7882,
briconline.arg.
CENTRAL PARK SUMMERSTAGE,
June 13-Aug. I7. This year's four
free dance programs begin with
the campanies of Rennie Harris
and Francesca Harper (July 11)
and end with Jennifer Muller and
Erica Essner (Aug. 8). (212) 360-
777, SUMMETStAge.org.

vals of free dance in parks
through the five boroughs. In the
first series 19 companies — in-
cluding Rennie Harris, Dance
Brazil, Ballet Tech Kids Dance,
Francesca Harper Project, Hope
Baykin Dance and Alpha Omega
— will perform and offer free
classes in their kind of movement
to brave audience members. The
second series, produced with the
Joyce Theater, fentures pieces by
Michael Schumacher and Alex
Waterman, Compagnie Beau
Geste and the acrobatic O Ultimo
Momenta. (212) 360-8200,
CityPar ion.org,

— SUMMER STAGES —

(212) 475-7710.

LINCOLN CENTER GREAT PER-
FORMERS June 4-7. The center-
piece of this festival will be, at
least for dance aficionados, the
American premieres of three
pieces created by Michael Clark
to Stravinsky's “Apallo,” “Rite of
Spring” and “Noces," all per-
formed live, Mr. Clark was once
the bad boy of British ballet, and
judging by the dances’ titles —

» «Mmm" and “ Do" — the
lad is still lobbing rarefied spit-
balls. (212) 721-6500,
lincolncenter.org.

LINCOLN CENTER OUT OF DOORS
Aug. 7-24. The old reliables this
year include the ubiquitous

THE FRENCH CONNECTION Joyce
Theater, June 10-28. French
dance will be celebrated in afes-
tival of works by three leading
troupes. Compagnie Heddy Maa-
lem will present Ms. Maalem's
staging of “The Rite of Spring,”
(June 10-15) in which J4 African
dancers perform inside a white
cube. Compagnie Maguy Marin's
“Umwelt” (June 17-22), inspired
by the writings of Samuel Beck-
ett, provoked a riot at its pre-
miere tn 2004 in Lyon. And Ballet
Biarritz will perform two pieces
(June 24-28) by Thierry Malan-

dain, inspired by Velasquez por-
traits, Oscar Wilde's theater, and
the music of Ravel and Falla, to
which the dances are set.

(212) 242-0R00, joyce.arg
LAMAMA MOVES! La MaMa
E.T.C., through June 1. Nicky
Paraiso and Mia Yoo, the organ-
izers of this lively, wide-ranging
festival of New York City dance,
have nn expansive point of view
about styles and dance heroes.
And it shows. Two of the shows
that sound most inviting are “hot
swing” dance by Evita Arce and
the Four Jivadeers (May 23) and
«Dancing Divas” (May 24),
among them Sara Rudner, Sally
Silvers and Vicky Shick.

Noche F , which opens
the festival, and Ronald K.
Brown/Evidence, Doug Elkins
and David Dorfman. Intriguing
oddities include the ~merican
premiere of “Summer of Love,"a
collabaration between Armitage
Gone! Dance and Burkina Elec-
tric, as well as Cyo Bapusia’s
Brazilian capoeira, tap and druny
ensemble Beat the Donkey and
Step Afrika!, the first profession-
al company dedicated to step-
ping, adance that resembles for-
mation marching and that origi-
nated at the start of the 20th cen-
tury among black college stu-
dents. And it's all free. (212) 875-
5766, lincolncenter.org.

NEW YORK CITY BALLET AT SARA-
TOGA Saratoga Springs, July 8-26..
The company will continues its
spring Jerome Robbins Celebra-
tion. There will also be plenty of
Balanchine, including “La Son-
nambula,” whose lush mysteri-
ousness should look just right in
the troupe's green summer
home, (518) 587-3330, spac.org.
SITELINES Lower Manhattan,
May 28-Sept. 15. Turn a corner
and it's likely that free dance per—
formances in this hip festival will
spring out at you: in parks, inand
out of august financial district

BRUCE R TELLEY

Shen Wei Dance Arts is among the many performers scheduled to appear at the American Dance Festival in Durham, N.C.

buildings, on piers and evenina
hotel swimming pool. The Buglisi
Dance Theater (May 28-30) goes
first, followed by the poot-bound
Headlong Dance Theater (June
3-7), the Doorknab Company
(June 16-19 and 23-26), Risa
Jaroslow & Dancers (July 7-8,10-
11 and 14-15), the Martha Gra-
ham-influenced 360° Dance Com-
pany (July 21-23 and 28-30), Mon-
ica Bill Barnes (Aug. 47 and 11~
14), Richard Mave’s Moveopalis
(Aug. 18-22 and 25) and Ofelia
Loret de Mola (Sept. 8-15).

(212) 219-0401, Imcc.net/sitelines.
TAP CITY Symphony Space, July
8,10 and 11. Tap dancers ofall
ages, styles and nationalities ina
gathering of the clan organized
by Tony Waag's American Tap
Dance Foundation. (212) 864-
5400, symphonyspace.org.

North Carolina

AMERICAN DANCE FESTIVAL Dur-

ham, June 5-July 20. This festival
‘was where it all hegan, at Ben-
nington College in Vermont in
1934, when the pioneers of Ameri-
can modern dance came together
in a place that encournged them
to create. Seventy-five years of
dance history will be celebrated
here this summer in warks by
choreographers including Mar-
tha Graham, Asadata Dafora, Tal-
ley Beatty, Erick Hawkins, Don-
ald McKayle and Hanya Holm.
Younger elder statesmen include
Pilobolus with Basil Twist, Bill T.
Jones and Laura Dean. Shen Wei
Dance Ars will perform, and
‘Paul Taylor’s company will per-
form his latest work, an evoca-
tion of the "60s in California to
music by the Mamas and the Pa-
pas. The festival has also drawn
from the world, this summer pre-
senting a festival of Japanese
dance as well as new works from
choreographers in Turkey, China,
Mongolia and ather only slightly
less exotic-sounding nations.
(919) 684-4444,
americandancefestival.org.

South Carolina

SPOLETO FESTIVALUSA Charles-
ton, May 23-June 8. in an unusu-
ally wide-ranging array of dance,
the festival opens with Shantala
Shivalingappa, a former Pina
Bausch dancer, in work influ-
enced by the traditional Indian-
dance form of Kuchipudi (May
23-25). It continues with Boston
Ballet in works by Mikko Nisse-
nen, Jorma Elo and Twyla Tharp
(May 24 and 25), the immensely
Tikable and even funny Ballet du
Grand Théatre de Genéve (May
31-June 1), Donna Uchizono (May
30-June 2) and Compagnie Hed-
dy Maalem in, yes, “The Rite of
Spring” (June 7 and 8). (843) 578-
3100, spoletausa.org.

Virginia

WOLF TRAP Vienna, May 21-Sept.
14. Along with big-ticket partici-
pants like Riverdance (May 29-
June1), Pilobalus (June 17) and
the Paul Taylor Dance Company
(July B), there are some intrigu-
ing-sounding novelties among
the 10 troupes performing at this
outdoor festival, among them
Tappers With Attitude (June 24-
28), the Culkin School of Tradi-
tional Irish Dance (July 8-12) and
the Latin Ballet of Virginia (July
22-26). (B77) 965-3872, wolftrap
Jarg.

‘TAVIn RUBIN

Noche Flamenca opens the Lincoln Center Out of Daors festival.
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town Senttle for 38 vears. There'ti
theater, comedy, literary read-
ings and like that, but the reason
Bumbershoot is underlined on
the national [estival calendar is
the pop bookings: Beck, Lucindit
Williams, Neko Case, Stone Tem -
ple Pilats, Ingrid Michaelson, Le:e
Perry, the Walkmen, the Asylumt
Street Spankers, Wreckluss Eric:
with Amy Rigby, Blitzen Trapper
and others 10 be announced.
(206) 281-7788, bumbershoot.org;.
SASQUATCH The Gorge, George
Muy 24-26. This Memorial Day
-veekend event, 150 miles eastof
Seattle at one of the most visualy
awesome outdoor stages in the
country, was slightly scaled back
tast summer. But this year it's
hack to normal, with three full
days of music. Really full days:
R.E.M., Modest Mouse, M.LA.,
the New Pornographers, Beiru:,
Dengue Fever, the Ereeders,
Okkervil River, Destroyer, the
Whigs, Throw Me the Statue and
about a dozen others — and
that's just Day 1. The Cure, Death
Cab for Cutie, the Flaming Lips,
the Mars Volta, Built to Spill and
the Hives headline the rest. (Juck
Johnson? No.) (206) 626-0888,
sasquatchfestival.com.

Wisconsin

SUMMERFEST Henry Maier Festi-
val Park, Milwaukee, June 26
July 6. This 11-day series spread
over a 75-acre park on the shore *
of Lake Michigan was Bonnarco
befare Bonnaroo, drawing enor-
mous crowds for a diverse swath

of pop music. Well, perhaps it
took Bonnaroo to explode the old
iden of diversity. In its 41st year,
Summerfest features Stevie Wan-
der, Rush, Steve Miller, Rascal
Flarts, Tim McGraw, Tom Petty
and the Jonas Brothers.

(414) 273-2680, summerfest.com.

Canada

MONTREAL INTERNATIONAL JAZZ
FESTIVAL June 26-July 6. Wow,
what a festival. Taking over
seemingly every club, concert
hall park and wide street intown
are, among the 3,000 performers:
‘Woody Allen (wow!), Leonard
Cohen (wow!), Omara Portuon-
do, Steely Dan, Aretha Franklin,
James Taylor, Charlie Haden, Re-
turn to Forever, Katie Melua and
the “Saxophone Summit" of Joe
Lovana, Dave Liebman and Ravi
Coltrane. Wow! (888) 515-0515,
montrealjazzfest.com.
PEMBERTON FESTIVAL July 25-27.
This new festival in Pemberton,
British Columbin, a smafl village
about 90 miles from Vancouver, is
starting off with areal bang:
Coldplay, Tom Petty, Jay- i
Inch Nails, Flaming Lips, My
Morning Jacket, Vampire Week-
end, Death Cab for Cutie, Inter-
pol, Serj Tankian and 2 bunch
more. pembertonfestival.com.

TOUTS

'METALMASTERS' Every summer
needs its blockbuster metal tour,
and here is 2008's, with Judas
Priest, Heaven and Hell (Ronnie
James Dio and three-fourths of
the original Black Sabbath), Mo-

POR/JALL
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'AUTX ENFSTER FOR THE KFW YORE TIVS

The singer S Id will be at
tarhead and Testament. It begins
Aug. 6in Camden, N.J., comesto
the PNC Bank Arts Center in
Holmdel, N.J., on Aug 9 and
Jones Beach the next day, and
wraps up on Aug, 31in Mountain
View, Calif.

GEORGE MICHAEL His first North
American tour in 17 years starts
in San Diego on June 17 and ends
in Sunrise, Fla., on Aug. 3, com-
ing to Madison Square Gnarden on
July 21 and 23. georgemichael
.com.

NINE INCH NAILS Trent Reznior
and company begin their sum-
mer trek at the Pemberton Festi-
valin Canada on July 25 and go
until Sept. 6, at Inglewood, Calif.
Local date: the 1z0d Center in
East Rutherford, N.J. on Aug. 27.
PEARL JAM A brief tour, begin-
ning June 11 at West Palm Beach,

in New York.

Fla., and ending June 30 in Man-
field, Mass., with shows at Madi
son Square Garden on June 24
and 25.

R.E.M. Though “Accelerate”
(Warner Brothers) is its strong
est new album ina decade — &
decade not known for terribly
strong R.E-M. albums, mind yo
— these alt-rock granddaddies
are said to be reaching deep int
their catalog for their summer
tour, which begins May 23 in V-
couver, British Columbia, and
runs through June (stopping af
Madison Square Garden on Jur
19) before heading to Europe.
RETURN TO FOREVER One of tht
central jazz fusion groups of th
1970s — and that's either some
thing wonderful or something
really awful, depending on you
point of view — Return to For-

ever, with Chick Corea, Stanley
Clarke, Lenny White and Al Di
Meola, reunites for a tour of
North America and Europe that
begins in Austin, Tex., on May 29
and 30 and comes to the United
Palace Theater in New York on
Aug. 7. return2forever.com.
ROCK THE BELLS A Tribe Called
Quest headlines this short but
major annual hip-hop tour, which
also reunites the Pharcyde and
features Nas, Mos Def, De La
Soul, Metliod Man and Redman,
the Cool Kids, Santogold, Kid Sis-
ter and more. It starts in Chicago
on July 19 and ends in Vancouves
on Aug. 30, stopping at Jones
Beach on July 27. guerillaunion
.com.

STONE TEMPLE PILOTS Scott Wei-
land's ejection fram Velvet Re-
volver coincided perfectly with
the announcement of tour dates
for the reunion of his old hand.
Funny how that works, isn't it?
‘The summer tour starts on Satur-
day in Columbus, Ohio, and ends
at the Bumbershoot Festival in
Seattle on Aug. 3L

'TRUE COLORS' In its second year,
Cyndi Lauper's tour to raise
awareness about gay rights also
includes the B-52's and Rosie
0'Donnell and, at some shows,
Joan Jett, Tegan and Sara, Regi-
na Spektor and the Indigo Girls.
It begins May 31 in Boston and
concludes July 5in Marrison,
Colo. Local dates: Jones Beach
(June 1), Radio City Music Hall
(June 3), Borgata Casino in At-
lantic City (June 13), Bethel
Woods Center for the Arts (June
14). truecolorstour.com.

'VANS WARPED TOUR Fourteen
years old now, this circus of punk
rock and tattoos is our longest-
running touring festival. This
year the venerable old Warped
includes Gym Class Heroes, Say
Anything, the Academy 1s
Angels and Airwaves, Cobra
Starship, GBH and Reel Big Fish
for all dates, and dozens more
bands that rotate throughout the
tour. It begins June 20 in Pomona,
Calif.,, and ends Aug. 17in Los An-
geles, coming to the Nassau Coli-
seum in Uniondale, N.Y., on July
26. warpedtour.com.

RICHARN PERRY,THE NEW YORL TIMES
Trent Reznor and Nine Inch
Nails are on the festival circuit.
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21-Sept. 27). (619) 234-5623,
theoldglobe.org.

Connecticut

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF
ARTS AND IDEAS New Haven,
June 14-28. It’s the 13th year for
this program of dance, music
and theater events, along with
seminars and panel discussions.
One theatrical highlight is “The
Burial at Thebes” (June 14-19), a
new translation of the Sophocles
play “Antigone” by the Nobel
Prize-winning poet Seamus Hea-
ney. It will be presented by a
British group, the Nottingham
Playhouse Theater Company, at
the Long Wharf Theater after a
stop at the Spoleto Festival in
Charleston, S.C. (see below).
(888) 736-2663, artidea.org.
WESTPORT COUNTRY PLAY-
HOUSE Life is sweet for the pair
voted “cutest senior couple” in
high school, at least until she
gets pregnant and he skips
town. In “The Pavilion” (Tues-
day-31), by the playwright and
television writer Craig Wright
(“Dirty Sexy Money"), Kari and
Peter meet again at their 20-
year high school reunion, and he
wants her back. Westport is also
presenting the musical review
“Hot 'n Cole: A Cole Porter Cele-
bration!"” (June 10-28); “Scram-
ble!” (July 8-26), a comedy set in
the offices of a golf magazine;
and “Tryst” (Aug. 5-23), a thrill-
er by Karoline Leach set in Ed-
wardian London. (203) 227-4177,
westportplayhouse.org.

District of Columbia

CAPITAL FRINGE FESTIVAL July
10-27. More than 100 performing
groups will take over the capital
in this third annual festival that
offers drama, comedy, improvi-
sation, clowning, dance, mime
and more in about two dozen
performance spaces. One high-
light: the monologist Mike Dai-
sey will skewer the Homeland
Security Department in “If You
See Something Say Something”
(July 15-20) at the Woolly Mam-
moth Theater Company, one of
the participating theaters.
(866) 811-4111, capfringe.org.

KENNEDY CENTER The Oregon

—| SUMMER STAGES —

CRAIG SCHWARTZ

The Old Globe in San Diego will present three Shakespeare plays outdoors this summer.

Shakespeare Festival's praduc-
tion of “Welcome Home, Jenny
Sutter” (see below) will arrive in
the capital at an interesting time
(July 19-27), just before the na-
tional political conventions. Julie
Marie Myatt's play, about a
wounded marine sergeant re-
turning home after a tour of duty
in Iraq, was developed with as-
sistance from the Kennedy Cen-
ter's Fund for New American
Plays and is directed by Jessica
Thebus. (202) 467-4600, kennedy
-center.org.

SHAKESPEARE THEATER COMPA-
NY This veteran troupe is pre-
senting Shakespeare classics
through July 6 about the thirst
for power (“Julius Caesar") and
the thrilling danger of all-con-
suming love (“Antony and Cleo-
patra”). David Muse directs
«Caesar” and Michael Kahn, the
theater’s artistic director, “Anto-
ny.” The company will again of-
fer a free outdoor production at
the Carter Barron Amphitheater
in Rock CreekK Park, a reprise of
last year's mainstage “Hamlet”
(May 22-June 1). You can temper
all this death and violence with
“The Imaginary Invalid” (June
10-July 27), starving René Au-
berjonois as Moliére's eccentric
hypochondriac. (877) 487-8849,
shakespearetheatre.org.

Georgia

GEORGIA SHAKESPEARE FESTI-
VAL Atlanta, June 11-Aug. 3. The
summer repertory season, the
company's 20th, includes “As
You Like It,” “The Merchant of
Venice” and “All’'s Well That
Ends Well" at the Conant Per-
forming Arts Center at Ogle-
thorpe University. (404) 264-
0020, gashakespeare.org.

1llinois

GOODMAN THEATER Chicago.
The Goodman's Latino Theater
Festival (Aug. 8-24) has an
eclectic lineup of shows from
Mexico, Spain, Los Angeles and,
of course, Chicapo. Among the
highlights are two Mexican
works: a Spanish-language pup-
pet piece, “De la Oreja al Cora-
z6n" by Mercedes Gomez Benet,
about a young orphan’s dream of
becoming a musical conductor;
and “Bodas Son" by Laura
Crotte, a musical adaptation of
Federico Garcia Lorca’s “Blood
Wedding." (312) 443-3800.
STEPPENWOLF THEATER COMPA-
NY Chicago. Tracy Letts hasn't
just been sitting around admir-
ing his 2008 Pulitzer Prize for
drama (“August: Osage Coun-
ty"), he's been working on a pro-
vocative new comedy for the

Chicago company that counts
him a member. In “Superior Do-
nuts” (June 19-Aug. 17) Michael
McKean (“The Homecoming”)
plays Arthur Pryzbyszewski, the
owner of a crumbling doughnut
shop in Chicago. His sole em-
ployee, a black teenager, has
some ideas about how change is
the way to the future. Tina Lan-
dau, also a Steppenwolf compa-
ny member, directs. (312) 335-
1650, steppenwolf.org.

Maine

MAINE STATE MUSIC THEATER
Brunswick. Ever since Victoria
Crandall started a summer play-
house on the campus of Bowdoin
College in 1959, with the excep-
tion of a few name and location
changes, the basic plan for a
summer season of musicals, one
right after another with just a
few days to change the sets, has
remained intact. In the offing:
Jesus Christ Superstar” (June
4-21), “The Producers” (June 25-
July 12), “All Shook Up™ (July 16-
Aug.2) and “Les Misérables”
(Aug. 6-24). (207) 725-8769,
msmt.org.

Massachusetts

BERKSHIRE THEATER FESTIVAL
Stockbridge. May 22-Aug. 23.

Even among the country’s older
festivals, this one, nestled into a
corner of western Massachu-
setts, would be considered ven-
erable. The 80th season includes
Jayne Atkinson in the title role of
George Bernard Shaw’s “Candi-
da” (June 17-July 5). Also com-
ing up are Harold Pinter's
“Caretaker” (May 22-June 28)
and Beckett’s “Waiting for
Godot” (July 28-Aug. 23). (413)
298-5576, berkshiretheatre.org.
WILLIAMSTOWN THEATER FESTI-
VAL Williamstown, June 11-Aug.
24. The 54th season at this bu-
colic spot in the Berkshires is the
first under the artistic direction
of Nicholas Martin, who contin-
ues through next month as the
artistic director of the Hunting-
ton Theater Company in Boston.
Mr. Martin will inaugurate his
main stage season-at Williams-
town by importing his Hunting-
ton production of “She Loves
Me” (June 27-July 12). Che-
khov's “Three Sisters™ (July 16-
27) follows, directed by Michael
Greif. On the smaller Nikos
stage, Kate Burton stars in
Christopher Durang's comedy
“Beyond Therapy” (June 11-22).
The production, directed by Alex
Timbers, moves to the Bay
Street Theater in Sag Harbor,
N.Y.,in July (see below). Also at
the Nikos is “The Understudy”
(July 23-Aug. 3), a new comedy
by Theresa Rebeck about back-
stage high jinks during the
Broadway run of a long-lost Kaf-
ka play. Julie White (“The Littie
Dog Laughed") is the stage
manager at her wit's end.

(413) 597-3400, wtfestival.org.

Minnesota

GUTHRIE THEATER Minneapolis.
The Gutlirie boasts a year-round
season of classical and contem-
porary plays, including world
premieres. This summer works
from all three categories are
scheduled: Shakespeare’s “*Mid-
summer Night's Dream”
(through June 22), directed by
the theater's artistic director,
Joe Dowling; August Wilsun's
“Gem of the Ocean” (through
May 18); and the world premiere
of a new musical with a book by
Rachel Sheinkin (“The 25th An-
nual Putnam County Spelling
Bee”): “Little House on the Prai-
rie” (July 26-Oct. 5), based on
the Laura Ingalls Wilder books,
also has music by the Oscar-win-
ning composer Rachel Portman

(“Emma”) and Jyr
DiNovelli. (612) 377-
guthrietheater.org.

New York City

DELACORTE THEATER Central
Park. The Public Theater’s an-
nual Shakespeare in the Park
season of free theater includes
just one Shakespeare play this
year: “Hamlet" (May 27-June
29), starring Michael Stuhlbarg
in the title role, with Oskar Eus-
tis, the Public’s artistic director,
directing. The other park pro-
duction is also a classic, if a less
traditional one. Diane Paulus
will direct a cast of 26 — includ-
ing Jonathan Groff (“Spring
Awakening”) and Will Swenson
(“110in the Shade") — in “Hair:
The American Tribal Love-Rock
Musical” (July 22-Aug, 17). And
at the Public’s downtown home,
Sarn Shepard's “Kicking a Dead
Horse" (June 24-July 27) will
make its American debut. Ste-
phen Rea, who originated the
lead role in the world premiere
at the Abbey Theater in Dublin
last year, once again stars.

(212) 967-7555, publictheater.org.

ENCORES! SUMMER STARS Last
year City Center’s popular En-
cores! musical concert series
added a more elaborately staged
summer show for the first time:
“Gypsy,” starring Patti LuPone
and directed by Arthur Lau-
rents, who wrote the book. That
July production transferred to
Broadway, where it has won
bouguets from the critics. Is the
same delicious fate in store this
year for “Damn Yankees” (July
5-27)? Among the cast are Sean
Haves (“Will and Grace™), mak-
ing his New York stage debut, as
the Devil, and Jane Krakowski
(who won a Tony Award for her
role in “Nine” and stars in the
series “30 Rock™) as his sexy as-
sistant, Lola, in this tale of a
baseball fan who sells his soui to
the devil. Cheyenne Jackson
(“Xanadu”), Ana Gasteyer
(“Saturday Night Live™) and
Randi Graff (“Fiddler on the
Roof") are also aboard. John
Rando (“Urinetown”) directs.
(212) 581-1212, nycitycenter.org
LINCOLN CENTER FESTIVAL July
2-27. The emphasis is on drama
this year, with the festival's
opening night devoted Lo the Na-
tional Theater of Scotland
(“Black Watch”) and its new

Coantinnod an Deana A0
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version of “The Bacchae” by Eu-
ripides, adapted by David Greig
and based on a transiation by
fan Ruffeli. Alan Cumming will
portray the androgynous Diony-
sus, and John Tiffany directs.
Three solo pieces by Samuel
Beckett, not originally written
for the theater, will be presented
by the Gate Theater of Dublin;
the actors are Liam Neeson in
“Eh Jue,” created for television
1n 1965; Barry McGovernin “I'll
Go On,” adapted from three
Beckett novels; and Ralph
Fiennes in “First Love,” based
on a 1965 novella. (212) 721-6500,
lincolncenter.org.

NEW YORK INTERNATIONAL
FRINGE FESTIVAL Aug. 8-24. It is
too early to say exactly what's in
store when this gargantuan fes-
tival takes over downtown for
the 12th year. What we do know
is that about 20 performance
spaces will house a huge variety
of American and international
productions, including both bril-
liant and maddening adapta-
tions of Shakespeare and other
clussics and many new plays
and experimental pieces of the
intriguing and/or impenetrable
sort, Past festivals have yielded
some success stories. The musi-
cal “Urinetown” eventually
landed on Broadway, and other
shows have garnered Off Broad-
way runs. “Bash'd,” a gay rap
opera that won the fringe’s out-
standing musical award last
year, begins performances at the
Zipper Factory Theater on june
12. (212) 279-4488, fringenyc.org.
THE FILM FESTIVAL: A THEATER
FESTIVAL Williamsburg, Brook-
Iyn, May 30-June 29. On the
heels of its self-consciously self-
indulgent Pretentious Festival
last year, the Brick Theater, with
its taste for bad taste, will ex-
plore film onstage and stage on
film. Highlights include “Death
at Film Forum,” which sends up
mannered cinephiles, and “De-
mons Five, Exorcists Nothing,”
a parody of the making of the
film “The Exorcist.” (212) 352-
3101, bricktheater.com.

SPF: SUMMER PLAY FESTIVAL
Public Theater, East Village,
July 1-27. For the fifth straight
year here comes proof that the
middle of a sweltering summer
in the city need not asphyxiate
new theater. SPF, which this
year takes up residence at the

Public Theater, gives emerging
writers, directors and producers
a chance to work under the guid-
ance of established profession-
als. Participants from festivals
past who have gone on to bigger
stages include Quiara Alegria
Hudes (“In the Heights"),
Brooke Berman (“Hunting and
Gathering”) and Beau Willimon
(“Lower Ninth"). (212) 279-4040,
spfnyc.com.

WALTER GARSCHAGEN

Garrison hosts the Hudson
Valley Shakespeare Festival.

SUMMERWORKS TriBeCa. June
4-28. For more than a decade
now, the inventive folks at
Clubbed Thumb have steadily
presented new material, like the
plays of Adam Bock (“The
Drunken City”) and Gina Gion-
friddo (“After Ashley”). Next
month the 13th annual festival
opens with “Gentleman Caller”
(June 8-14) by Ann Marie Healy,
who belongs to another spunky
company devoted to developing
new works, 13P. “Vendetta
Chrome” (June 15-21) by Sally
Oswald and “Slavey” (June 22-
28) by Sigrid Gilmer complete
the season. (212) 352-3101,
clubbedthumb.org.

New York State

BAY STREET THEATER Sag Har-
bor. This 299-seat house has
been drawing actors to Eastern
Long Island every summer
since 1992 — call it working va-
cations. Charles Busch, whose ~
“Lady in Question” was sold out
last summer, returns to star,
with Julie Halston, in “Shanghai
Moon” (June 3-29), his homage

10 1930s movie melodrama. Next
is Christopher Durang's wacky
tale of crazy lovers and crazier
therapists, “Beyond Therapy"
(July 8-27). The production ar-
rives from the Williamstown
Theater Festival, where it runs
inJune (see above). In August
the Fats Waller revue, “Ain’t
Misbehavin™ (Aug. 5-31) takes
over. (631) 725-9500, baystreet
.org.

HUDSON VALLEY SHAKESPEARE
FESTIVAL Garrison. Fewer than
60 miles separate the chaos of
Manhattan from the serene sur-
roundings of the Boscobel estate
on the banks of the Hudson Riv-
er, the setting for this annual fes-
tival. Expect interesting takes
on “Cymbeline” (June 10-Aug.
30) and “Twelfth Night” (June
18-Aug. 31) from a company that
likes to spice up the classics.
(Last year’s “As You Like It”
was transplanted to the Wild
West.) (845) 265-9575,
hvshakespeare.org.

VASSAR AND NEW YORK STAGE
AND FILM POWERHOUSE THEA-
TER Poughkeepsie, June 27-Aug.
3. The summer stint of produc-
tions, workshops and readings
here is all about creating new
work, and plenty of interesting
possibilities are starting to take
shape this year. “Nero,” a new
musical, with a book by Steven
Sater and music by Duncan
Sheik, the team behind “Spring
Awakening,” as well as new
plays by Eric Bogosian (“Talk
Radio™), Eve Ensler (“The Vagi-
na Monologues”) and Dael
Orlandersmith (“Yellowman™)
are on the agenda. (845) 437-
5599, powerhouse.vassar.edu.

Oregon

OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTI-
VAL Ashland, through Nov. 2, To
call Ashland, with its 11 produc-
tions in three theaters over the
course of a season longer than
six months, a summer festival is
an understatement. For that
matter, the title is an overstate-
ment. Only four of the plays are
by Shakespeare: “A Midsum-
mer Night's Dream,” “Coriola-
nus,” “Othello” and “The Com-
edy of Errors.” The 2008 season
also includes “Welcome Home,
Jenny Sutter,” a drama by Julie
Marie Myatt that will head to the
Kennedy Center in Washington
(see above) after its premiere
run in Oregon ends June 20. Also
on the schedule is “The Clay
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Cart,” the 2,000-year-old San-
skrit epic, directed by Bill
Rauch, the new artistic director
at Ashland. (541) 482-4331,
osfashland.org.

Pennsylvania

PHILLY LIVE ARTS FESTIVAL AND
PHILLY FRINGE Philadelphia,
Aug. 29-Sept. 13, This annual fes-
tival of dance and theater in-
cludes “The European Lesson,”
a comedic “lecture” bya sup-
posed American anthrapologist
and four Europeans, created by
a Norwegian director, Jo Strom-
gren, and a group of Philadel-
phia-based actors; and “Sweet
By-and-By,” a multimedia solo
show about Joe Hill, the song-
writer and union activist. In ad-
dition the Philly Fringe will
present more than 100 artists in
self-produced shows. (215) 413-
1318, livearts-fringe.org.

South Carolina

SPOLETO FESTIVAL USA Charles-
ton, May 23-June 8. The city’s
Southern setting adds to the
charm of this sumptuous annual
artistic feast that,since 1977, has
brought hundreds of artists from
opera, theater, dance and music
together for 17 days each spring.
Among the theatrical eventsis
“The Burial at Thebes” by a
British troupe, the Nottingham
Playhouse Theater Company
(May 29-June 2), which will also
play at the International Festival
of Arts and Ideas in Connecticut
(see above). The American pre-
miere of "The Great War” (June
4-8) will follow. This highly tech-
nical, multimedia piece about
World War I is being presented
by Hotel Modern, a Dutch com-
pany. The annual Piccolo Spole-
to festival (much bigger than the
name implies) offers hundreds
of additional events-around
Charleston. (843) 579-3100,
spoletousa.org; and (888) 374-
2656, piccolospoleto.com.

Utah

UTAH SHAKESPEAREAN FESTIVAL
Cedar City, June 19-Aug. 30. This
festival in southern Utah boasts
an outdoor performing space
patterned after the Globe Thea-
ter, Shakespeare’s London
stomping ground 400 years ago.
The plays include “Othello” and
“The Two Gentlemen of Vero-

na,” as well as Edmond Ros-
tand’s “Cyrano de Bergerac.” At
the indoor Randall L. Jones
Theater you can catch more
Shakespeare: “The Taming of
the Shrew”; Moliére’s farce
“The School for Wives”; and the
musical “Fiddler on the Roof.”
(800) 752-9849, bard.org.

Virginia

AMERICAN SHAKESPEARE CEN-
TER Staunton. This Shenandoah
Valley company presents Shake-
speare plays year-round in its
300-seat Blackfriars Playhouse,
modeled after the winter home
of Shakespeare's company, the
Kings Men. Visitors who see
“Henry V,” “The Merchant of
Venice” (both through June 14)
or “The Taming of the Shrew”
(through June 15) can expect a
taste of the Elizabethan era.
(877) 682-4236, ascstaunton.com.

Wisconsin

AMERICAN PLAYERS THEATER
Spring Green, June 7-Oct. 5. Ah,
now this is what summer theater
is all about — an outdoor amphi-
theater on more than a hundred
pastoral acres with a rotating
repertory that includes Shake-
speare’s “Midsummer Night's
Dream.” Allis not traditional
here, though. The 29th season
includes two firsts for the thea-
ter: a play by Eugene O’Neill
(“Ah, Wilderness!”) and one by
awoman — “The Belle's Strata-
gem,” Hannah Cowley’s 1780
comedy of manners. (608) 588-
2361, playinthewoods.org.

Canada

SHAW FESTIVAL Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Ontario, through Nov. 2.
Visitors to this popular three-
theater complex will find that
plays by George Bernard Shaw
make up only a fraction of the of-
ferings. This year Shaw is repre-
sented by “Mrs. Warren's Pro-
fession” (July 6-Nov. 1) and
“Getting Married” (through
Nov. 1). The many other choices
range from big-scale musical

ONLINE: MORE THEATER

k Thirty additional theater
festival listings:
nytimes.com/theater

(“Wonderful Town,” through
Oct. 5) to the dissection of a
greedy, corrupt family (“The Lit-
tle Foxes,” through Nov. 1).
(800) 511-7429, shawfest.com.

STRATFORD SHAKESPEARE FES-
TIVAL Ontario, through Nov. 9.
Christopher Plummer and Brian
Dennehy will be spreading star-
light at this eminent festival, ap-
pearing separately after their
joint efforts last year in “Inherit
the Wind” on Broadway. Mr.
Plummer plays Caesar in
George Bernard Shaw's “Caesar
and Cleopatra” (Aug. 7-Nov. 9),
directed by Des McAnuff, the
festival’s current artistic direc-
tor. Mr. Dennehy will be in rep-
ertory in three roles: as the King
of France in Shakespeare’s
“All's Well That Ends Well”
(June 19-Aug. 23); as the title
character in “Krapp's Last
Tape” by Samuel Beckett; and
as Erie Smith in “Hughie,” Eu-

RICHARD CAMPBELL

Alan Cumming will be at Lin-
coln Center in “The Bacchae.”

gene O’Neill’s two-hander. The
O’Neill — essentially an extend-
ed monologue by a lonesome los-
er addressed to a near-silent
desk clerk in a rundown hotel —
and the Beckett are paired ona
double bill (June 18-Aug. 31). In-
cluded in the season are Shake-
speare's “Romeo and Juliet”
(through Nov. 8), directed by
Mr. McAnuff, and “Hamlet”
(through Oct. 26), directed by
Adrian Noble, the former head
of the Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany. (800) 567-1600, www
.stratford-festival.on.ca.
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By PAT O'BRIEN
The Press-Enterprise

With the approach of summer comes a tradition. Shakespeare al fresco.

"Performing outdoors is exhilarating because it reminds me of where theater in Western
civilization began -- in the Grecian amphitheaters of Aristophanes and Sophocles," said Mike
Cluff, an associate professor of English at the Norco campus of Riverside Community
College District. "Outdoor theater seems more real and primal in that it is in a natural,
mercurial environment."

He will appear in several minor roles in Redlands Shakespeare Festival's "Macbeth,"
"Antony and Cleopatra" and "Twelfth Night." The festival is held in the Redlands Bowl.

"Shakespeare is very relevant to modern times. He deals with raw and bloody emotions and
situations that have plagued and troubled mankind for eons," Cluff said.

Steven Sabel, artistic director of the Redlands festival, said a two-story set and more than 100
period costumes have been created for the plays running in repertory through May 25.

"This year's 'Season of Power' features productions that revolve around a dynamic central
theme, while accenting the feminine power of three of the Bard's greatest leading ladies," he
said by e-mail.

Story continues below
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Graham Hamilton and Heather Wood perform "Romeo and Juliet" in San Diego.

"Twelfth Night" includes a love triangle that results when the leading lady disguises herself
as a man. "Antony and Cleopatra" is one of the world's greatest love stories, and in Redlands
stars a husband-and-wife team, Rosalyn and John Leon.

" '"Macbeth' may very well be the first horror story put to paper, and we are taking the tale
deep into the mystery of the famous witches, while exploring the dark ambitions of the
murderous couple," Sabel said.

Long Tradition

The 2008 Summer Shakespeare Festival at the Old Globe in San Diego, opening June 14,
will feature "Romeo and Juliet," "The Merry Wives of Windsor" and "All's Well That Ends
Well."

The Old Globe has presented Shakespeare in some form for more than 70 years. An annual
summer-long festival ran from 1949 to 1984 and was revived in 2004.

Story continues below
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Carrie Rosema / The Press-Enterprise
Sabrina Billings and Edward Fox rehearse for "Twelfth Night."

"We're in the outdoor theater by the San Diego Zoo. I think a lot of people enjoy seeing
Shakespeare outside," said Artistic Director Darko Tresnjak. "I think there are very few
playwrights who open in outdoor arenas and Shakespeare is one of them."

Tresnjak said he likes to think of the venerable festival as "boutique size."
"The theme this year is love. The three plays are all about love, or a better word 'desire.’
They're looking at it from comic, bittersweet or tragic perspectives," he said by phone from

San Diego.

While most people are well acquainted with the star-crossed, teenage lovers Romeo and
Juliet, all three of the plays in the festival deal with riveting family issues.

Story continues below
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Carrie Rosema / The Press-Enterprise
Joe Baumbach portrays Orsino, the Duke of Illyria.

"Each features some very headstrong youth and very troubled parents. The wonderful thing
about Shakespeare is all are equally fallible," Tresnjak said. "This is a perfect summer to
bring young people to Shakespeare, because they will find a lot of themselves, a lot of their
own experience validated in these plays."

In fact, Tresnjak thinks Shakespeare's got something for everyone.

"] think that there is no part of the human experience that he leaves untouched. The plays are
personal and they are epic. They are intimate and global. They manage to touch on subjects
of youth, age, women, race, sexuality and religion," he said. "When you look at that
emotional and intellectual reach and combine it with technical ability, his command of the
language is unparalleled, it's no wonder he still speaks to us."

There are 13 Equity actors and 14 performers from fine-art master's programs from around
the country in the cast. Of the Equity actors, 12 have worked with the Old Globe before and

five are associate artists with the company.

"It truly is a repertory company of people who know each other and have worked together so
they hit the ground running," he said.

Bard's Bounty Continues

Cal State San Bernardino is offering the timeless "Hamlet" and a musical parody sure to
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delight modern audiences, "Hamlet (The Artist Formerly Known as) Prince of Denmark,"
alternating May 16 to June 8.

The 17th season of Shakespeare Orange County, in July and August, will feature the Bard's
masterpiece on war, "Henry V," and the light-hearted "The Tempest" at an amphitheater in
Garden Grove.

Shakespeare in the Vines in Temecula is presenting "Twelfth Night" and "The Taming of the
Shrew" at Frangipani Winery and "Romeo and Juliet" on the grounds of Wien's Family
Winery July through September.

"It's so beautiful under the stars and the moon. It's so peaceful," said founder Sheila Ryle.
People can preorder box dinners if they want to picnic prior to performance.

In August, Fictitious Theatre Company of San Bernardino will tackle the drama-rich
"Othello," as well an original comedy by Molly Gross, "Shakespeare's Desperate Wenches,"
which explores what would happen if Shakespeare's tragic heroines protest their dire fates.

The San Jacinto Valley Shakespeare Festival stages the wildly magical shipwreck comedy,
"The Tempest," at the Ramona Bowl in September.

Shakespeare
festivals

Redlands Shakespeare Festival. 8 p.m. Thursdays-Sundays through May 25. "Twelfth Night," "Macbeth," "Antony and Cleopatra." Donations accepted.
Redlands Bowl, 25 Grant St., Redlands. 909-335-7377, www.redlandsshakespearefestival.com.

Cal State San Bernardino "Hamlet" and "Hamlet (The Artist Formerly Known as) Prince of Denmark." May 16-June 8. §15, seniors $10, students $5. 909-
537-5884.

Old Globe Shakespeare Festival. June 14-Sept. 28. "Romeo and Juliet," "The Merry Wives of Windsor," "All's Well That Ends Well." $29-$64. Lowell Davis
Festival Theatre, Balboa Park, San Diego. 619-234-5623, www.theoldglobe.org.

Shakespeare in the Vines. July 11-Sept. 21. "Twelfth Night," "Romeo and Juliet," "The Taming of the Shrew." Frangipani and Wien wineries, Temecula. 951-
377-2268, www.shakespeareinthevines.org.

Special event: A fundraiser for the Temecula festival will be held 6 p.m. Thursday at the Old Town Temecula Theater, 42051 Main St., featuring the comedy "The
Compleat Works of William Shakespeare (abridged),” $35, 866-653-8696.

Shakespeare OC. July 10-Aug. 23. "Henry V," "The Tempest." $32. The Festival Amphitheatre, 12740 Main St., Garden Grove. 714-744-7016. After June 1, call
the box office, 714-590-1575.

Fictitious Theatre Company. Aug. 15-29. "Othello," "Shakespeare's Desperate Wenches." $10, seniors, students $5. Arroyo Valley High School, 1881 W.
Baseline St., San Bernardino, 909-954-4540, www.ftcsb.org.

Shakespeare Festival on Tour. Aug. 16 "The Tempest,” Aug. 17 "Macbeth" at Sycamore Highland Park, 5777 Fair Isle Drive, Riverside. Aug. 23 "The Tempest,"
Aug. 24 "Macbeth" at Fairmount Park, 2601 Fairmount Blvd., Riverside. Free. 951-826-2000.

San Jacinto Valley Shakespeare Festival. Sept. 12-13, 19-20. "The Tempest." $15, students $12. Ramona Bowl, 27400 Ramona Bowl Road, Hemet. 800-645-
4465, www.ramonabowl.com.
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By Kenneth Jones
14 Jun 2008

Shakespeare — a major part of The Old
Globe's mission — shines anew starting
June 14 with the launch of the 2008
Summer Shakespeare Festival in San
Diego.

Darko Tresnjak returns for his fifth year
as the festival's artistic director. Romeo
and Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsor
and All's Well That Ends Well will be
performed in repertory.

Performances play in the Globe's outdoor
Lowell Davies Festival Theatre June 14-
Sept. 28.

Old Globe co-artistic director Darko
Tresnjak, who helmed the Globe's 2007
productions of Hamlet and Bell, Book and
Candle as well as Theater for a New
Audience's production of The Merchant of
Venice, directs the romantic comedy All's
Well That Ends Well (which launches the
season June 14). Paul Mullins (Measure
for Measure, Macbeth) will return to
direct The Merry Wives of Windsor, the
comedy featuring portly Sir John Falstaff.
0Old Globe/University of San Diego
Professional Actor Training Program
director Richard Seer will direct the tragic
love story Romeo and Juliet.

The 2008 Shakespeare Festival cast
features four favorite Globe associate
artists, including Kandis Chappell (recent
productions include The Winter's Tale,
The Constant Wife, Collected Stories),
Jonathan McMurtry (SD Critics' Circle
winner for his performances in the 2007
Shakespeare Festival, Trying, Da),
Deborah Taylor (recently seen in Bell,
Book and Candle, As You Like It, Antony

All's Well's James R. Winker with

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/118643.html
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Kimberly Parker Green and R&J's

and Cleopatra) and James Winker (A
Graham Hamilton with Heather Wood.

Midsummer Night's Dream, Da, Neville's
Island).

The repertory company also includes Celeste Ciulla, Graham Hamilton, Wynn
Harmon, Eric Hoffmann, Charles Janasz, Katie MacNichol, Owiso Odera,
Bruce Turk and Heather Wood, as well as the students in The Old Globe/USD
Professional Actor Training Program: Ashley Clements, Joy Farmer-Clary,
Vivia Font, Kimberly Parker Green, Sloan Grenz, Sam Henderson, Brian
Huynh, John Keabler, Michael Kirby, Kern McFadden, Nathaniel McIntyre,
Carolyn Ratteray, Tony Von Halle and Barbra Wengard.

The Festival creative team includes Ralph Funicello (set designer); Linda Cho
(costume designer for All's Well); Anna Oliver (costume designer for Romeo
and Juliet); Denitsa D. Bliznakova (costume designer for The Merry Wives of
Windsor); York Kennedy (lighting designer); Chris Walker (sound designer);
Mary Klinger (stage manager); and Moira Gleason, Tracy Skoczelas and
Annette Yes (assistant stage managers).

All's Well That Ends Well opens the Festival, with previews beginning June
14 (opening June 28); Romeo and Juliet begins previews on June 18
(opening July 2); and The Merry Wives of Windsor begins previews on June
21 (opening July 6).

For a complete schedule of the Shakespeare Festival, visit
http://www.theoldglobe.org/calendar/index.aspx.

The Globe is continuing "the time-honored tradition of repertory begun by
founding director Craig Noel," according to Globe notes. "Shakespeare at the
Globe dates back to the institution's artistic roots, when, in its very first year
of existence, the Theatre presented 50-minute versions of Shakespeare's
plays, performed in repertory. From 1949 to 1984, the Bard's work became
an even more integral part of the Globe's programming, with the creation of
the annual San Diego National Shakespeare Festival, an ambitious, summer-
long event in which at least three Shakespeare works were presented in
repertory. Revived in 2004, the Globe Summer Shakespeare Festival has
become one of the most celebrated classical festivals in the country."

The three Shakespeare productions will be part of a five-play summer
season, which also includes The Pleasure of His Company by Samuel Taylor
and Cornelia Otis Skinner, directed by Darko Tresnjak (July 12-Aug. 17) in
the Old Globe Theatre, and Donald Margulies' Sight Unseen (Aug. 2-Sept. 7)
in the Globe's Arena Stage at the San Diego Museum of Art's Copley
Auditorium.

For tickets and more information call the Old Globe box office at (619) 23-
GLOBE or visit www.TheOldGlobe.org.

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/118643.html
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Old Globe Shakespeare fest returns Saturday

PAM KRAGEN
STAFF WRITER

On the surface, the three
William Shakespeare plays
that make up this year’s Old
Globe Summer Shakespeare
Festival — “Romeo and Juli-
et,” “The Merry Wives of
Windsor” and “All,s Well That
Ends Well” — couldn’t be
more different.

One’s a tragedy of star-
crossed young lovers, one’s a
zany comedy about a rotund,
greedy knight deluded about
his charms with women, and
the third is a problematic
black comedy about a com-
moner who tricks a nobleman
into marriage by getting preg-
nant.

But Darko Tresnjak, resi-
dent artistic director of the
0ld Globe and founding direc-
tor of the 5-year-old festival,
said that all three plays have a
theme in common.

“They’re all about love and
family or about desire from
the tragic, comic and bitter-
sweet perspective,” said Tresn-
jak. “There’s a generational
rift in each family, and they’re
plays about headstrong
teenagers and the older gen-
eration who struggle with how
much freedom is too much
freedom.”

As in past years, the festi-
val will present three plays in
repertory with a shared set

0Old Globe Summer
Shakespeare Festival

When: Opens Saturday and runs
through Sept. 28; showtimes, 8 p.m.
Tuesdays-Sundays

Where: Lowell Davies Festival Theatre,
0Old Globe complex, Balboa Park
Tickets: $29-564

Info: (619) 234-5623

‘Web: www.theoldglobe.org.

and the same 27-member cast.
The festival opens Saturday
on the Globe’s outdoor stage,
the Lowell Davies Festival
Theatre, and continues six
nights a week through Sept.
28

Tresnjak directs “All's Well
That Ends Well.” “The Merry
Wives of Windsor” will be di-
rected by Paul Mullins (who
helmed “Measure for Mea-
sure” last summer and “Mac-
beth” in 2006). And “Romeo
and Juliet” will be staged by
Richard Seer (director of the
0ld Globe’s MFA acting pro-
gram and stage director for
“Vincent in  Brixton,”
“Blue/Orange” and “Who’s
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”).

“AIl’s Well” will open the
festival this weekend,
“Romeo” kicks off Wednes-
day and “Merry Wives” gets
under way June 21. Because
about 30 percent of the festi-
val’s business comes from out-
of-town visitors, Old Globe
CEO Lou Spisto said the fest-
val schedule offers 18 occa-
sions where showgoers can
see all three plays on three

» FEST

Continued from 22

to win the sexual favors and
forrunes of two noblemen’s
wives.

But the women figure out
Falstaff’s muse and beat him at
his own game. Director Paul
Mullins said “Merry Wives” is
unique among Shakespeare’s
plays because he set the story
in his own time and focused
the action not on royalty or
nobles, but on ordinary peo-
ple concerned with their do-
mestic problems.

“The genius of Falstaff is
that he’s different in each

consecutive nights, beginning
July 15-17 and continuing
once or twice weekly through
Sept. 26-28.

James Winker and Kimberly
Parker Green in the Old Globe's
“All's Well That Ends Well.”

“All's Well That Ends Well”

Written sometime around
1601 to 1605, “All’s Well” is
classified as a comedy, but his-
torians usually call the rarely
performed work one of Shake-
speare’s “problem plays” be-
cause of its strange combina-
tion of fairy-tale romance and
cynicism.

It’s the story of Helena, the
orphaned daughter of a doc-
tor who falls in love with
Bertram, a French count’s son.
‘When Helena cures the dying
king, he offers her the hand of
any man in the French court.
She chooses Bertram, but he
rejects her because of her
lowly station and he heads off
to war. Helena follows him,
sneaks into his bed disguised
as another woman and be-
comes pregnant, forcing
Bertram into a “happy” mar-

play and he deceives himself
so much,” Mullins said,
adding that because Falstaff
has such an overconfident
swagger and the action takes
place all in one small town, he
thought it would work well set
in the American West, circa
1875.

Actor Eric Hoffman will
play the cowboy hat-wearing,
six-gun-toting Falstaff.

“The aim is to have a good
time,” Mullins said. “This is
flat-out supposed to be fun”

Running Dates: fune 21 and
22; July 3, 5, 6, 16, 19, 20, 25,
26,30, 4ug. 1,5,7,8,13,17,19,
22, 23,28 and 31; Sept. 2, 6, 10,
11, 14, 16, 18 and 27.

riage.

Tresnjak calls Helena one
of his favorite all-time theatri-
cal heroines.

“She goes through mo-
ments of despair and pulls
herself together again and
again. And she’s the first
woman doctor in the recorded
history of theater.”

Inspired by the EM.
Forster novel “A Room With a
View;” Tresnjak said he has re-
set the play in Europe during
World War I. Graham Hamil-
ton (star of the Globe’s “Vin-
cent in Brixton,” and also
playing Romeo this summer)
will play Bertram, and Kim-
berly Parker Green, a student
in the Globe’s MFA program,
plays Helena. “She’s got a real
self-awareness about her;”
Tresnjak said. “She under-
stands her anger.”

Running dates: Saturday,
Sunday, fune 26-28; July 8, 11,
15, 18, 24 and 31; Aug. 3, 6, 9,
12, 14, 20, 24 and 27; Sept. 4, 9,
17,21 and 26.

HEE

“Romeo and Juliet”

Shakespeare’s beloved but
tragic romance is the story of
doomed love between the
teenage members of two war-
ring families in 14th-century
Verona. When their families
and drcumstances conspire to
keep them apart, Romeo and
Juliet take their own lives.

Director Seer said his in-
spiration for this production
was a real-life news event —
the cultlike suicide deaths of
17 teens in and around a
small village in South Wales
over the past year.

“Romeo and Juliet are
making a suicide pact, too, but

CourTesy PHOTO

Graham Hamilton and Heather
Wood in “Romeo and Juliet.”

~ they’re not depressed about
it,” Seer said. “They seeitas a
way to be together for all eter-
nity. The community in Wales
is dysfunctional, and it’s the
same here, The entire commu-
nity gets involved in the fate
of these two young people.
Every person is somehow cul-
pable in their deaths.”

Seer, who spent part of his
sabbatical last fall in northern
Italy, has set the play in the
Italian Renaissance era, and
the look of the play is inspired
by two Renaissance painters,
the florid, sensual Botticelli
and the dark, moody Caravag-

0.

“The first act is set in Botti-
celli-land,” Seer said, “and
then we move through the
play to Caravaggio. The cos-
tumes and the lighting gradu-
ally darken with the
plot.”Graham Hamilton plays
Romeo, and Juliet is played
by Heather Wood, a young ac-
tress who Seer says captures
the youth and joy of the 14-
year-old Juliet.

Running dates: Wed|

day,
h

June 19 and 29; July 1, 2, 9, 10,
12,13, 17, 22, 23, 27 and 29;
Aug. 2, 10, 15, 16, 21, 26, 29 and
30; Sept. 3, 5, 7, 12, 13, 19, 23,
24,25and 28.

Conﬁlsv PHoTO
Katie MacNichol, Eric Hoffman

and Celeste Ciulla in “The Mer-
ry Wives of Windsor.”

“The Merry Wives

of Windsor”

Said to have been written
at the request of Queen Eliza-
beth, who loved the character
of Falstaff in Shakespeare’s
earlier history plays, “Merry
Wives” finds the fat, jovial
knight John Falstaff scheming

> FEST, 23
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PARK PLANS SUMMER UNDER THE STARS

. alboa Park, the nation's
B largest urban cultural park,
with |5 museums and per-
forming-arts venues located
within its 1,200 acres, has a full
calendar of events to attract

visitors to its gardens during the
evening hours this summer.
Here are some activities to
mark on your calendar:

B Twilightin the Park offers a
free concert series on Tuesdays,

Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 6:15 p.m. on the outdoor
stage of the Spreckels Organ
Pavilion. The concerts, which
have been offered in the park for
28 years, present military bands,

Dixieland jazz, big band swing
and Latin salsa music. The con-
certs run through Aug. 28.

B The 2[styear of the Inter-
national Summer Organ Festival
continues at 7:30 p.m. every
Monday through Aug. 25 with
performances in the Spreckels
Organ Pavilion on what s billed
as the world's largest outdoor
pipe organ. Concert organists
will accompanyvocal works,
brass bands, bagpipes and, on
Aug. 18, asilent movie.

B The San Diego Museum of
Art's Screen on the Green
program returns on July 3| with
aseries of free films selected to
complement the museum'’s
exhibitions: “Georgia O'Keeffe
and the Women of the Stieglitz
Circle" and “Eleanor Antin:
Historical Takes.” Film titles
include “The Shop Around the
Corner” (1940) on July 31;
“Sabrina” (1954) on Aug. 7;
“The Parent Trap” (1961) on
Aug. 14;and a special family
singalong showing of “Bye Bye
Birdie" (1963) an Aug. 21. “Pa-
per Moon" (1973) closes the
festival on Aug. 28. The movies
begin at 8 pm. on the East Lawn.
Details are ac www.sdmart org/
calendar-screen-on-the-green.html,

B The Old Globe's 2008
Summer Shakespeare Festival
presents three of The Bard's
plays performed in rotation
through Sept. 28. “Romeo and
Juliet,” “The Merry Wives of
Windsor” and “All's Well That
Ends Well" are performed

i
Graham Hamilton plays Romeo and Heather Wood is Juliet in

The Old Globe’s 2008 Summer Shakespeare Festival produc-

tion of “Romeo and Juliet.”

under the stars in the outdoor
Lowell Davies Festival Theatre.
For tickets, call (619) 234-5623
or visit www.oldglobe.org.

M Nighttime Zoo, a program
at the San Diego Zoo, runs
through Sept. |. Its theme,
Fiestal, celebrates the cultres
of California and Central and
South America. The new signa-
ture show is “Talamasca — The
Storytellers,” which weaves
staries from the zoo's keepers
with acrobatic performances
and a musical score. Animal
encounters feature Latin Ameri-
can critters such as armadillos
and parrots. The public can stay
on the zoo grounds untl 9 p.m.
at

debuts Aug. |4; and the Tony
Award-winning “Nine” begins
Sept. 18. For details, visit
www.starlighttheatre.org.

B Two of Balboa Park’s mu-
seums will offer extended hours
on Thursday evenings during the
summer. The galleries at the San
Diego Museum of Artand the
Museum of Photographic Arts
are open for viewing until 9 pm.

M Fridays at the Fleetat the
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center
will feature two classic IMAX
films at 6 and 7 p.m. and two
current IMAX filmsat8and 9
p.m. The charge for one is
$7.50; each additional film is $4.
For deils, visit www.rhfleet.org/

More details are availabl,
www.sandiegozoo.org.

M Starlight Theatre will
present live, outdoor musical
performances. “My Fair Lady”

limaxiflect-fridays.cim.
For complete information,
visit www.balboapark.org.

— DARLENE GUNTHER
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Bands, artists sought for MCC ‘Battle’

MiraCosta College is seeking local
bands and artists to take part in its
annual Battle of the Bands and Arts
event on April 11.

Bands and

LEHIEE[]  artists have until

Monday to sign

_— up for the contest,

which will honor

the top winners

with cash prizes.

The Battle of the

Bands will be

held from 10 am.

to 4 p.m. April 11

on the baseball

. field of the

it i Oceanslidea can:i
pus at 1 Barnar

KRAGEN  Drive. The art will

be displayed in
the nearby 5100 Building studio.
Winners will be chosen by MiraCosta
faculty; admission to the public is
free. Contact Randall Dean at rdea-
nart@gmail com.
[ 11|

Three local bands will be perform-
ing “A Concert for a Cause™ at 2 pam.
Saturday at Meadowlark Community
Church in San Marcos.

Got Music, the Harmonettes and
the Midili Brothers will perform to
raise money for the American Can-
cer Society’s Palomar West Relay for
Life. The fundraising relay race will
ge hclld April 12 at San Marcos High

choo!

Ticl&ets to Saturday’s concert, at
1918 Redwing Drive, are $10. Call
(760) 599-4294.

=

On April 26, Diego State Uni-
versity will host its first-ever confer-
ence designed to help local actors
meet, network and audition for cast-
ing agents from film, TV and theater.

The Stage, Screen and Television
Actors Conference, organized by Di-
ane Dunaway, will offer a daylong
program of lectures, workshops and
master classes where actors (ages 8
to adult) can learn the ins and outs of
the casting process and how to get
noticed by casting directors. Actors
will also have an opportunity to
schedule one-on-one auditions with
several local casting agents.

Some of the workshop topics in-
clude auditioning techniques, break-
ing into the voice-over and commer-
cial businesses, acting nuts and balts,
10 mistakes to avoid, selecting the
right musical theater audition song,
character analysis, resume prepara-
tion and headshots, finding an agent.
And master classes are planned on
topics including mastering the mono-
logue, auditioning for film, landing a
TV series part and more.

Marcia Ross, executive vice presi-
dent of feature casting for Walt Dis-
ney Studios, will be the keynote
speaker. Other faculty include local
theater casting directors Stephen EI-
ton of North Coast Repertory The-
atre, Sam Woodhouse of San Diego
Repertory Theatre, Robert Smyth of
Lamb’s Players Theatre, and Brian
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Wells of Starlight Theatre. From the
television and film worlds are D. Can-
dis Paul, casting director for San
Diego’s Stu Segall Productions, and
film director Adam Marcus from
Damn Skippy Theatreworks. Also ac-
cepting auditions will be agents
Frank DiPalermo and Tina Real.

Conference registration is $150.
Visit www.actorsconferences.com or
call (619) 594-5152.

HEN

Do avocados inspire your artistic
soul? Then Fallbrook has a job for
you.

This year’s annual Avocado Festi-
val will feature an art contest titled
“Art of the Avocado.” Artists are en-
couraged to submit any type of avo-
cado-themed artwork for Jjudging in
the April 20 show, which will reward
cash prizes of $50 to $300 to winners.

Artists are encouraged to use any
medium, but the art must be based
on the avocado, and the green pebbly
fruit must be visible somewhere in
the work or it will be disqualified.
Entries must be submitted by Mon-
day at the Art Studios, 310 E. Alvara-
do St., Fallbrook.

Prize money for this year’s Art of
the Avocado contest was provided by
George and Gayle Bamber of Fall-
brook. George, a retired marketing
director who now plies his made as
an artist, said he wanted to put up
the prize money because “T know
personally how hard it is to make a
living as an artist, and I thought this
would be one small way to recognize
our lacal artisans.”

Judging will take place April 12;
the jury will consist of six people cho-
sen at random from the Fallbrook
Chamber of Commerce and volun-
teers from the community. A People’s
Choice Award will be selected from
public votes on the day of the Avoca-
do Festival, April 20. Call the cham-
ber at (760) 728-5845.
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San Diego’s Sixth@Penn Theatre
has a new name and direction —
Compass Theatre.

The 49-seat theater at the corner
of Sixth and Pennsylvania avenues in
Hillcrest has been renamed and its
longtime artistic director, Dale Mor-
ris, has turned the theater’s artistic
reins over to new artistic chief Matt
Thompson. Thompson will oversee
the play’s artistic mission, Michael
Thomas Tower will serve as the direc-
tor of new works and resident play-
wrights, and Kelly Lapcyznski will
serve as associate managing director.
Mortis, who will continue to serve as
the theater’s executive director, has
stepped back from day-to-day opera-
tions to focus on playwriting and act-

ing.

The theater will officially change

names on May 15.
] ] ]

Four theaters in town have ex-
tended the engagements of their
popular shows.

The 01d Globe’s world premiere
musical “Dancing in the Dark™ has

been extended by a week. The musi-
cal, a revamp of the 1950s MGM
movie musical “The Band Wagon,”
will now run through April 20.

For tickets, call (619) 234-5623,

Cygnet Theatre’s “A Little Night
Music,” the Stephen Sondheim musi-
cal playing at the newly reopened
Old Town Theatre, has extended -
through May 11, and beginning April
16, Wednesday night performances
will be added to satisfy ticket de-
mand. For reservations, call ( 619)
337-1525.

Escondido’s THEATRX communi-
ty theater has added two weekends
to its run of “Crones of Cawdor” The
Stephen Storc-penned “Macbeth”
musical will run through April 13.
Call (760) 735-2491.

And the Carlsbad Village Theatre
has announced an open-ended exten-
sion of Mark Anderson’s relationship
comedy “Love Crazy, a Romantic
Comedy.” It will now run Friday and
Saturday nights indefinitely. Call
(760) 434-5944,

HER

The Old Globe has announced the
directors for its Summer Shake-
speare Festival, which returns to the
Globe’s outdoor Lowell Davies Festi-
val stage on June 14.

This year’s previously announced
lineup will include “Romeo and Juli-
et,” “The Merry Wives of Windsor”
and “All’s Well that Ends Well,”
which will alternate in repertory six
nights a week through Sept. 28.

Darko Tresnjak, the Globe’s artis-
tic director and five-year director of
the Shakespeare fest, will direct the
romance “All’s Well that Ends Well.”
that kicks off the festival June 14.
The multiaward-winning Tresnjak di-
rected last year’s “Hamlet,” as well
as “The Winter’s Tale,” “Pericles,”
“Two Noble Kinsmen” “The Comedy
of Errors,” “Antony and Cleopatra®
and last year's *50s-themed comedy
“Bell, Book and Candle.”

The beloved tragedy “Romeo and
Juliet,” opening June 18, will be di-
rected by Richard Seer, longtime
chief of the Old Globe’s MFA acting
program at the University of San
Diego and the award-winning direc-
tor of the Globe’s “Blue/Orange,” as
well as of “Trying,” “Vincent in Brix-
ton,” “All My Sons” and “Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” among
others.

And Paul Mullins returns to the
Shakespeare festival for the third
year in a row to direct “The Merry
Wives of Windsor Last year, Mullins
directed “Measure for Measure” and
did “Macbeth?” the year before.

The festival’s cast (who will alter-
nate roles in all three shows) will in-
clude many longtime Globe associ-
ates and frequent Shakespeare Festi-
val stars, including Vista’s Jonathan
McMurtry, and San Diego’s Kandis
Chappell, Deborah Taylor and James
Winker. Also returning are Bruce
Turk, Katie MacNichol, Celeste Ciul-

la, Graham Hamilton, Wynn Har-
mon, Charles Janasz, Owiso Odera
and Heather Wood.

Subscription tickets to the festival
are now on sale. Single tickets will go
on sale May 18. Call (619) 234-5623.

Pam Kragen is the arts and features editor
of the North County Times.
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“Romeo and Juliet” will lead the
01d Globe’s fifth annual Summer
Shakespeare Festival, which returns
to the Globe’s outdoor Lowell Davies
Festival stage next June.

Richard Seer, director of the 0O1d
Globe’s master’s acting program at
the University of San Diego (and past
director of “Blue/Orange,” “Trying”
and “Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?”), will direct “Romeo and
Juliet.” which will alternate perform-
ances with two other Shakespeare
works, “The Merry Wives of Wind-
sor” and “All’s Well That Ends Well.”

The Falstaffian comedy “Merry
Wives” will be directed by Paul
Mullins, who staged last summer’s
critically acclaimed “Measure for
Measure.” And the late romance
«A1l’s Well That Ends Well” will be di-
rected by Darko Tresnj ak, festival
artistic director, whose past Globe di-
rectorial credits include last sum-
mer’s “Hamlet” as well as “A Winter’s
Tale.” “Pericles” and “Titus Androni-
cus.”

The Shakespeare festival, resur-
rected five years ago and featuring a
company of actors who perform in all
three plays, runs June 18 to Sept. 28.

Also announced for next summer’s
season at the.Globe are “The Plea-
sure of His Company” and “Sight Un-
seen.” The Tony-nominated 1960s
comedy “The Pleasure of Your Com-
pany;’ by Samuel Taylor and Cornelia
Otis Skinner, will also be directed by
Tresnjak, who helmed last summer’s
delightful period comedy “Bell, Book
and Candle.” It’s the story of a charm-
ing, jet-setting playboy who tries to
reclaim his long-abandoned family
on the eve of his debutante daugh-
ter’s Napa Valley wedding. It will run
July 12 to Aug. 17 in the 01d Globe
Theatre.

Donald Margulies’ “Sight Un-
seen,” about an American artist who
tries to recapture his passion by
hunting down a long-ago discarded
muse, will be presented Aug. 2
through Sept. 7 at the San Diego Mu-
seum of Art’s Copley Auditorium. The
Copley will serve as a temporary the-
ater while the Globe tears down and
rebuilds the Cassius Carter Centre
Stage complex.

The $20 million improvement
project, set o begin next year and be
completed in 2010, will address the
Globe’s limited space issues. In the
place of the current, single-story Cas-
sius Carter stage, a new four-story
building, the Conrad Prebys Theatre
Center, will rise (two floors will be
below ground), and will include a
25()-seat arena-style theater, an edu-
cation and outreach center, expand-
ed and improved dressing and re-
hearsal rooms, more public restrooms
and upgrades to the Globe’s pub. The
project also includes a redesigned

outdoor plaza.
BE e
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Backstage at

the Globe

The Old Globe and
UCSD-TV program
features 2008 Summer
Shakespeare Festival

The Tony Award-winning Old Globe and
the Emmy Award-winning UCSD-TV have
again teamed up to create the latest “Backstage
at the Globe” program featuring the 2008 Sum-
mer Shakespeare Festival.

This fascinating 30-minute program focuses
on the process of mounting the three Shake-
speare Festival productions, including Romeo
and Juliet, All's Well That Ends Well and The
Merry Wives of Windsot, which run in nightly
rotation in the Globe’s Lowell Davies Festi-
val Theatre June 14 - September 28. Viewers
will get a taste of the rehearsal process and

hear insights about the play from Executive
Producer Lou Spisto, Resident Artistic Direc-
tor Darko Tresnjak, actors and designers.

The Old Globe and UCSD-TV have worked
in partnership to create the “Backstage at the
Globe” television series since 1999, bringing
the creative process to life and taking view-
ers behind the scenes at one of the nation’s
premiere regional theaters.

Graham Hamilton as Romeo and HeatherWood as Julietin The Old
Globe's Summer Shakespeare Festival production of Romeo and Julet,

Broadcasting since 1993, UCSD-TV isnon-
commercial television station unlike anything
else, reflecting San Diego’s rich intellectual

- and cultural diversity through television pro-

grams that are unique in their intent and scope
UCSD-TV’s non-commercial status gives
the autonomy to create content based strictly
on relevance, interest and merit and to devote
significant airtime to in-depth coverage of new
ideas, key issues and emerging talent.

If You GO — BACKSTAGE AT THE GLOBE
PROGRAM OM UCSD-TV Backstage at The Globe will
alron UCSD-TV on the following dates/times: July 8 at
8 pm; July 10 at 10 pm; July 18 at 8 pm; July 21 at 6
pm; July 23 at 10 pm; July 29 at 9:30 pm; July 31 at
11:30 pm; August 8 at 9:30 pm; August 11 at 7:30 pm;
August 13 at 11:30 pm; August 19 at 8 pm; August 21
at 10 pm; August 29 at 8 pm; September 1 at 6 pm;
September 3 at 10 pm; September 9 at 9:30 pm;
September 11 at 11:30 pm; September 19 at 9:30 pm;
September 22 at 7:30 pm and September 24 at 10 pm.
UCSD-TV airs on Cox and Time Warner Ch. 135; Time
Warner North County channel 18; AT&T channel 99;
and UHF (no cable) channel 35. For more infarmation -
and program schedules, visit ucsd.iv.
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Old Globe announces summer schedule

BY EILEEN SONDAK

The O1d Globe is gearing up o open
its annual Summer Shakespeare Festi-
val — an outdoor theatrical marathon
that spans the summer from June 14
through Sept. 28.

The festival will feature three Shake-
speare classics in rotating repertory.
This year’s mix includes “Romeo and
Juliet” (the tragedy surrounding star-
crossed lovers that has inspired count-
less adapiations, including the Broad-
way blockbuster, “West Side Story”),
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” (featur-
ing the notorious Sir John Falstaff, one
of the most beloved characters in the
literature), and “All's Well That Ends
Well,” a comedy that abounds with wit
and romance.

Darko Tresnjak — returning for his
fifth year as artistic director of the Sum-
mer Shakespeare Festival — selected
this trio of masterpieces by the Bard,
and chose the directors to stage them
in thie alfresco ambiance of the Festival
Stage.

Tresnjak will take on the directing
challenges of “All’'s Well That Ends
Well” himself, and he has snared Rich-
ard Seer (who directed the Globe’s suc-

cessful production of “Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?” in 2007) to take the
reigns of “Romeo and Juliet.”

Paul Mullins — a favorite with local
audiences who staged last summer’s
highly acclaimed “Measure for Mea-
sure” — is at the helm of “The Merry
Wives of Windsor.”

As usnal, Tresnjak was excited about
this summet’s trio of plays and the way
“the plays speak to each other. They’re
all about love and family — or perhaps
more accurately desire and family,” he
corrected. “The plays (focus on) head-
strong teenagers,”

Look for some interesting changes in
time and place for “All's Well...” (Tresn-
jak set the play before the First World
War), and for “Merry Wives” (Mullins
moved the comedy to the Old West).

“Romeo and Juliet” is the most tragic
tale of the summer, but Seer sees it as
a “play of passion” that ends with the
lovers being together in the only way
possible — in death.

Tresnjak and his colleagues are
thrilled to welcome back so many of the
Globe’s popular associate artists — an
impressive list of talent that includes
Jonathan McMurtry and Kandis Chap-
pell.

Theater

Shakespeare
in the park
s ; The Old
o Globe's an-
nual Summer
Shakespeare
Festival, which
opens in June,
will include

“Romeo and
Juliet”
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Not all the plays this summer will be
performed in the outdoor theater. The
Globe’s Main Stage will feature “The
Pleasure of His Comipany,” set in 1959.
Best remembered as the Fred Astaire
film, “Pleasure of His Company” (also
directed by Tresnjak) is slated to open
onJuly 12

There will be some changes made in
the O1d Globe theater complex this sum-
mer. The theater is being demolished to
make room for a brand new state-of-the-
art facility on the same footptint.

Does that mean the Globe won’t be
presenting any plays in an intimate the-
ater-in-the-round setiing for a while?

“We're going to the Copley Audito-
rium (at the nearby Museum of Art)
temporarily,” said Louis Spisto, execu-
tive producer of the Old Globe.

As its maiden offering, the Copley
will feature “Sight Unseen” (opening
Aug. 2.

The Globe's new theater complex will
re-emerge in 2010 (the Globe's 75th an-
niversary year).

Call the box office at 619-23-GLOBE
for ticket information on the summer
slate, or check the Web site at www.
TheOldGlobe.org.
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San Diego offers TERFECT CLIMATE for outdoor
summer theater

By Peijean Tsai

nly in San Diego does

great weather serve as
a backdrop for great summer
theater.

Moonlight Stage Produc-
tions in Vista, The Old
Globe, and Starlight Theatre
in Balboa Park, all offer the
experience of watching a
show outdoors on a warm
evening.

Moonlight

Amphitheatre

Couples, families, and
other theatergoers can enjoy
a picnic with their show at
the Moonlight Amphitheatre
at Brengle Terrace Park.
The summer lineup includes
“Guys and Dolls” (July 9-July
20), “Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat”

(July 30-Aug. 10), and “Les
Miserables” (Aug. 20- Aug.
31).

Reserved stadium-style
seats and general admission
first-come, first-serve lawn
seating (chairs are provided)
are available by calling 760-
724-2110 or through www.
vistixonline.com.

“It’s just a beautiful place
to watch the show. It adds to
the ambiance,” said Steven
Oberman, Moonlight Stage
Production’s marketing coor-
dinator.

“Guys and Dolls,” the
classic musical about two
New York gamblers plac-
ing bets on love, features
Director/Choreographer
John Vaughan and Musical
Director Elan McMahan.
The cast includes San Diego

actors Lance Arthur Smith as
Natban Detroit and David S.
Humphrey as Sky Masterson.

BT

“The King and I” is at the Welks Resort Theatre through July 27.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

The biblically themed
Andrew Lloyd Webber musi-
cal “Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat” is
directed and choreographed
by Carlos Mendoza, and
is conducted by Musical
Director Terry O’Donnell.

Moonlight's production of
“Les Miserables” is Southern
California’s regional premiere,

The 0ld Globe Theatre's prauctiun of “All's Well That Ends Well”

as only touring productions of
the show have been presented
here. The lengthy musical,
based on Victor Hugo's novel
of post-Revolutionary France,
will be presented without
cuts. Its company includes
Director Steven Glaudini,
Musical Director/Conductor
Elan McMahan and actor
Kevin Earley, who starred in

is part of the Shakespeare Summer Festival running through

Sept. 28.
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PAM KRAGEN
STAFF WRITER

On the surface, the three
William Shakespeare plays
that make up this year’s Old
Globe Summer Shakespeare
Festival — “Romeo and Juli-
et” “The Merry Wives of
Windsor” and “All’s Well That
Ends Well” — couldn’t be
more different.

One’s a tragedy of star-
crossed young lovers, one’s a
zany comedy about a rotund,
greedy knight deluded about
his charms with women, and
the third is a problematic
black comedy about a com-
moner who tricks a nobleman
into marriage by getting preg-
nant.

But Darko Tresnjak, resi-
dent artistic director of the
0Old Globe and founding direc-
tor of the S-year-old festival,
said that all three plays have a
theme in common.

“They’re all about love and
family or about desire from
the tragic, comic and bitter-
sweet perspective,” Tresnjak
said. “There’ a generational
rift in each family, and they’re
plays about headstrong
teenagers and the older gener-
ation who struggle with how
much freedom is too much
freedom.”

Asin past years, the festival
will present three plays in
repertory with a shared set
and the same 27-member cast.
The festival opens Saturday
on the Globe’s outdoor stage,
the Lowell Davies Festival
Theatre, and continues six
nights a week through Sept.
28

Tresnjak directs “All’s Well
That Ends Well.” “The Merry
Wives of Windsor” will be di-
rected by Paul Mullins (who
helmed “Measure for Mea-
sure” last summer and “Mac-
beth” in 2006). And “Romeo
and Juliet” will be staged by
Richard Seer (director of the
0ld Globe’s MFA acting pro-
gram and stage director for
“Vincent in  Brixton,”
“Blue/Orange” and “Who’s
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”).

“All’s Well” will open the
festival  this  weekend,
“Romeo” kicks off Wednesday
and “Merry Wives” gets under
way June 21. Because about 30
percent of the festival’s busi-
ness comes from out-of-town
visitors, Old Globe CEO Lou
Spisto said the festival sched-
ule offers 18 occasions where
showgoers can see all three
plays on three consecutive
nights, beginning July 15-17
and continuing once or twice
weekly through Sept. 26-28.

0Old Globe Summer
Shakespeare Festival
When: Saturday-Sunday, then Tuesdays-
Sundays through Sept. 28

{ Where: 0ld Globe complex, Baiboa
Park, San Diego
Tickets: $29-564

i Info; (619) 234-5623

“All's Well That ...”

Written sometime around
1601 to 1605, “All’s Well” is
classified as a comedy, but
historians usually call the
rarely performed work one of
Shakespeare’s  “problem
plays” because of its strange
combination of fairy-tale ro-
mance and cynicism.

It’s the story of Helena,
the orphaned daughter of a
doctor who falls in love with
Bertram, a French count’s
son. When Helena cures the
dying king, he offers her the
hand of any man in the
French court. She chooses
Bertram, but he rejects her
because of her lowly station
and he heads off to war. He-
lena follows him, sneaks into
his bed disguised as another
woman and becomes preg-
nant, forcing Bertram into a
“happy” marriage.

Tresnjak calls Helena one
of his favorite all-time the-
atrical heroines: “She goes
through moments of despair
and pulls herself together
again and again. And she’s
the first woman doctor in the
recorded history of theater”

Inspired by the E.M.
Forster novel “A Room With
aView,” Tresnjak said he has
reset the play in Europe dur-
ing World War I. Graham
Hamilton (star of the Globe’s
“Vincent in Brixton,” and al-
so playing Romeo this sum-
mer) will play Bertram, and
Kimberly Parker Green, a
student in the Globe’s MFA
program, plays Helena.

“She’s got a real self-aware-
ness about her,” Tresnjak
said. “She understands her
anger”

Running dates: Saturday,
Sunday, June 26-28; July 8, 11,
15, 18, 24 and 31; Aug. 3, 6, 9,
12, 14, 20, 24 and 27; Sept. 4,
9, 17,21 and 26.

“Romeo and Juliet”
Shakespeare’s beloved but
tragic romance is the story of
doomed love between the
teenage members of two war-
ring families in 14th-century
Verona. When their families
and drcumstances conspire to
keep them apart, Romeo and

Juliet take their own lives.
Director Seer said his inspi-
ration for this production was
a real-life news event — the
cultlike suicide deaths of 17
teens in and around a small

Where fore art thou, Romeo? At
the OId Globe In San Diego
starting June 19.

village in South Wales over
the past year.

“Romeo and Juliet are
making a suicide pact, too, but
they’re not depressed about
it,” Seer said. “They see itas a
way to be together for all eter-
nity. The community in Wales
is dysfunctional, and it’s the
same here. The entire commu-
nity gets involved in the fate
of these two young people.
Every person is somehow cul-
pable in their deaths”

Seer, who spent part of his
sabbatical last fall in northern
Italy, has set the play in the Ital-
ian Renaissance era, and the

look of the play is inspired by
two Renaissance painters, the
florid, sensual Botticelli and
the dark, moody Caravaggio.

“The first act is set in
Boicelli-land,” Seer said, “and
then we move through the play
to Caravaggio. The costumes
and the lighting gradually
darken with the plot.”

Graham Hamilton plays
Romeo, and Julier is played
by Heather Wood, a young ac-
tress who Seer says captures
the youth and joy of the 14-
year-old Juliet. d

Running dates: Wednesday,
June 19 and 29; july 1, 2, 9, 10,
12, 13, 17, 22, 23, 27 and 29;
Aug. 2,10, 15, 16,21, 26, 29 and
30; Sept. 3, 5, 7, 12, 13, 19, 23,
24,25 and 28.

“The Merry Wives ..."

Said to have been written
at the request of Queen Eliza-
beth, who loved the character
of Falstaff in Shakespeare’s
earlier history plays, “Merry
Wives” finds the fat, jovial
knight John Falstaff scheming
to win the sexual favors and
fortunes of two noblemen’s
wives.

But the women figure out
Falstaff’s ruse and beat him at
his own game.

Director Paul Mullins said
“Merry Wives” is unique
among Shakespeare’s plays
because he set the story in his

al Shakespeare festival

own time and focused the ac-
tion not on royalty or nobles,
but on ordinary people con-
cerned with their domestic
problems.

“The genius of Falstaff is
that he’s different in each play
and he deceives himself so
much,” Mullins said, adding
that because Falstaff has such
an overconfident swagger and
the action takes place all in
one small town, he thought it
would work well set in the
American West, circa 1875.
Actor Eric Hoffman will play
the cowboy hat-wearing, six-
gun-toting Falstaff.

“The aim is to have a good
time,” Mullins said. “This is
flat-out supposed to be fun.”

Running Dates: June 21 and
22; July 3,5, 6, 16, 19, 20, 25,
26,30; Aug. 1,5,7,8, 13, 17,19,
22,23, 28 and 31; Sepr. 2, 5, 10,
11, 14,16, 18 and 27.
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The Old Globe hosts special events in celebration of 2008 summer season

The Tony Award®-winning
Old Globe is pleased to host 2
series of special events in cele-
bration of the Theatre’s 2008
summer season: Romeo and
Juliet, The Merry Wives of
Windsor and All’s Well That
Ends Well (playing in nightly
rotation in the Lowell Davies
Festival Theatre through Sep-
tember 28); The Pleasure of His
Company (playing in the Old
Globe Theatre July 12 through
August 17); and Sight Unseen
(the first show to appear in The
Old Globe'’s Arena Stage at the
San Diego Museum of Art’s
James S. Copley Auditorium
Aug. 2 through Sept. 7). The
events include four special pre-
show parties: Wine Lover's
Night, Thank Globe It’s Friday,
Out at the Globe and our
newest addition, Midweek
Mixer. Additionally we will
continue the Shakespeare in the
Garden Talks.

Wine Lover's Night on
Friday, July 18, for either The
Pleasure of His Company or
All's Well That Ends Well and
again on Friday, August 15 for
The Pleasure of His Company,
Romeo and Juliet and Sight
Unseen. Taste a variety of sam-
ples at this casual pre-show
party. Includes a hosted wine
bar and tasting, with a selection
of cheeses and fruit. Add just
$16 to your ticket price. Takes
place from 6:30-7:45pm in the
Globe's Lower Plaza, just steps
away from your theatre seats.
Available with summer sub-
scription (Friday series only).

On Friday, Aug. 8, the
Globe will present Thank
Globe It’s Friday! Martini
Night for The Pleasure of His
Company, The Merry Wives of
Windsor and Sight Unseen.
Kick off the weekend in style
with friends at TGIF Martini
Night, our music-filled pre-
show bash! Includes a hosted
wine and martini bar, delicious
appetizers and dessert, and live
music from a local San Diego
artist. Add just $19 to your tick-
et price. Takes place from 6:30-
T:45pm in the Globe's Lower

Plaza, just steps away from your theatre
seats. Available with summer subscription
(Friday series only).

Out at the Globe offers a fun opportuni-
ty to join the GLBT community for a pre-
show party with a hosted wine and martini
bar, delicious appetizers, and a pre-show
mixer. Bveryone is welcome. Add just $19 to
your ticket price. On Thursday, July 31, Out
at the Globe will take place from 6:30-7:45
p.m. in the Globe's Lower Plaza before The
Pleasure of His Company and All’s Well That
End’s Well begin at 8 p.m. Available with
Summer Subscription series (Thursday series
only). Be sure to RSVP for “Out at the

Globe” when ordering tickets!

‘What better way to start your evening
with the “star-cross’d lovers” than at the Old
Globe’s new Midweek Mixer, taking place on
Wednesday, June 18. This exciting pre-show
party for Romeo and Juliet features micro-
brewed beer, wine, a light buffet dinner,
dessert, door prizes, and live music from a
local artist. Available with Preview Subscrip-
tion - call for details at (619) 23-GLOBE.
Takes place .from 6:30-7:45 in the Globe's
Lower Plaza, just steps away from your the-
atre seats. Tickets are combined with the

Shakespeare in the Garden Talks are a
series of informative pre-show talks conduct-
ed by a dynamic and diverse roster of San
Diego academics, actors and directors. The
introductory lectures aim to enrich the Old
Globe Shakespeare Festival experience and
include the audience in the pre-show excite-
ment. Speakers offer in-depth perceptions of
the Shakespeare plays in the Festival season.
All members of the public are welcome. The
free talks start at 7:15°p.m. on The Old Globe
Plaza.

_ For tickets or more information on all

price of a ticket for Romeo and Juliet and are - these everis, please call The Old Globe Tick-

just $59.

et Office at (619) 23-GLOBE.
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Stage presence
Longtime Old Globe ’Ih%.tre

actor Jonathan McMurtry has
earned another accolade: The
county of San Diego and city of
Vista both proclaimed June 30
.— his 71st birthday — Jona-
than McMurtry Day. . . . Mean-
while, actor Patrick Page,
Broadway’s “Grinch” and
“Scar” in “The Lion King,” has
been named the Old Globe’s
2008 Shiley Artist-in-Residence.
... Actress Joyce Bulifant, a sta-
ple on TV’s long-running “The
Mary Tyler Moore Show,” will
emcee the Red Dress Ball for
Childhelp on Saturday at the
Sheraton Resort in Carlsbad.

Diane Bell's column appears
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. .
Fax items to (619) 260-5009; call
(619) 293-1518; or e-mail to
diane.bell@uniontrib.com.
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SDJJ I what's goin’ on
by eileen sondak

july in full bloom

The July entertainment scene is in full bloom,  strong (beginning on July 12) wHen “The Pleasure
with the Old Globe featuring its annual outdoor of His Company” — the 1959 Fred Astaire film —
Shakespeare Festival, and both Staright and takes o the stage. Tresnjak directs this delightful
Moonlight making musicals come alive in their show.

outdoor bowls. Summer Pops brings its own brand Summer Pops will give audiences a patriotic “Star
of music to Embarcadero Marina Park South, and Spangled Pops” for Independence Day weekend
traditional theaier venues go full speed ahead this Quly 4 — 6) with Marvin Hamlisch hosting the
sumrner too. musical mélange. Matthew Garbut will take up the

The OIld Globe's Shakespeare Festival offers baton July 11 - 12, when Pops pays tribute to The
three of the Bard's classics this summer - “Romeo  Bee Gees with “Stayin’ Alive.” Motown Magic, with
and Juliet," “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” and Mary Wilson of the Supremes, is slated for July 18
“All's Well That Ends Well.” Director Richard Seer - 19. Maestro Garbutt is conducting.
has staged “Romeo and Juliet.” Paul Mullins is at Burt Bacharach will be back on the podium for
the helm of “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” and a concert July 20 — featuring three guest vocalists
the Festival's renowned Artistic Director Darko singing his Grammy-winning hits, plus a few new
Tresnjak has put his signature on “All's Well That songs. Jack Wall conducts “Video Games Live” with
End's Well." cutting-edge classical music, July 24 (just in time

As Tresnjak noted, the common thread among  for Comic-Con!), and Garbutt returns July 25 - 26

all three shows is “love and family - or perhaps  with The Music of Billy Joel (featuring Michael
more accurately desire and family." Tresnjak Cavanaugh). On July 31, enjoy A Celtic Celebration
was delighted to take on “All's Well..." because, with Eileen Ivers,
“Helena is the first woman doctor
in Western literature, and it's
also one of Shakespeare’s most
Chekhovian plays.”

Mullins  describes  "Merry
Wives..." as being “all about
ordinary people. No aristocrats.
And of course Falstaff is a genius
of a character.” The play is set in
the Old West, and as the director
stressed, “The idea is to have
a good time. It should end in
fun.”

The most serious play this
summer is “Romeo and Juliet”
- the tragic story of literature’s
favorite star-crossed lovers. 1t
features Graham Hamiiton as
Romeo and Heather Wood as
| ] Among the Juliet. Among the other cast
members in this summers
repertory company are two local
favorites: Jonathan McMurtry and
Kandis Chappell.

other cast

: I-r) Katie MacNichol as “Mistress Ford,” Eric Hoffmann
as “Falstafi” and Celeste Ciulla as “Mistress Page” in The 0ld Globe’s

4 _ R . 2008 Summer Shakespeare Festival production of THE MERRY WIVES OF
two local favorites.  The Main Stge will be going  WNDSOR.

members are

86 SDJJ | JULY - 2008



SAu DGy @

Jewi

August

2008

hjournal

SDJJ | what’s goin’ on

B The Globe will
take up residency at
the Museum of Art’s
Copley Auditorium
Aug. 2 its
production of “Sight
a play
by Pulitzer Prize-

for

Unseen,”

winning  author

Donald Marguilies.

82 spJy 1

the sizzling scene

The weather is sizzling and so is the entertainment
scenc. In fact, theater, music, and just about every
facet of the arts community is hot, hot, hot!

The La Jolla Music Society launches its Summerfest
season Aug. 1, and the music will play on untl
Aug. 24. It zll begins with a concert at Sherwood
Auditorium, dubbed “Fire and Passion.” Among the
many highlights of this year's musical marathon is
An Evening with Leila Josefowicz Aug. 6 (also at
Sherwood), @ concert featuring three West Coast
premieres Aug. 8 at the North Park Theater, and
a gala fundraiser Aug. 9 at a beautiful La jolla
home.

Among the many other concerts on up for
Summerfest 2008 are An Evening with Vladimir
Felsman Aug. 13 at Sherwood and a free outdoor
concert Aug. 14 at Scripps Park in La Jolla Cove.

An evening of jazz with the Jacques Loussier Trio
Aug. 15 at the North Park, an all-Brahms concert
Aug. 19 at Sherwood, an §0" birthday celebration
for Leon Fleisher Aug, 20 at Sherwood, and the
Pascal Rioult Dance Theater at the Noth Park Aug.
22 ere also on the calendar. The finale (slated for
Aug. 22 at Sherwoad) will fearure works by Mozart
and Dvorak.

The Old Globe's Shakespeare Festival continues
its Shakespeare smorgasbord with three of the
Bard’s classics ~ “Romeo and juliet,” “The Merry
Wives of Windsor,” and “All's Well That Ends
Well.”

As Ariistic Director Durko Tresnjak
observed, all three plays have a
common theme of love (or lust) and
family. They look at love from a wragic,
comic, and biuersweet perspective, In
“All's Well...,” 2 comedy featuring two
strong women - most notably Helena,
an educated young “gentlewoman” to
the Countess, — the love is unrequited.
Of course, the play is a comedy, so
through intellect and guile, Helena
snares her man. After all, all’s well that
ends well! =

The repertory cast for this summer's
mix is mostly familiar to local audiences,
and you'lt love warching them transform

=
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themselves into different characters for each show,
Graham Hamilton is Bertram in “All’s Well.. " then
retrns as one of the star-crossed lovers in “Romeo
and Juliel.” Eric Hoffinann is amusing as the knave
in “All's Well..." and he’s even more hilarious as
Falstaff in “Merry Wives..."

The Globe’s Main Stage is going great guns
with “The Pleasure of His Company"® - an oldie
based on the film with Fred Astaire — directed by
Tresnjak 2s well, and it will entertain audiences
with Broadway veteran Patrick Page znd other
familiar faces through Aug. 17.

The Globe will take up residency at the Museum
of Art’s Copley Auditorium Aug,. 2 for its production
of “Sight Unseen,” a play by Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Donald Margulies. “Sight Unseen® (which
plays until Sept. 7) is about Jonathan Waxman, a
celebrated Jewish American artist who yearns for
more out of life and finds himself faced with a
crisis of identity. What an appropriate subject for a
theater housed within the walls of an art muscum!

Copley Auditorium will remain the second stage
for the Old Globe until construction of its new
theater complex is complete. In the meantite, the
museum’s theater will provide audiences with the
intimate theater-in-the-round ambiance we enjoyed
at the Cassius Carrer.

Summer Pops is still going strong this month
with performances at its ourdoor summer home

SING OUT: Kim Stengel as
Carlotia bells a song in “The
Phanlom of the Opera” at {iie
Civic Theater.
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Entertainment Chat

Our wonderful Old Globe Theatre is
now showing three Shakespeare plays
in their outdoor Lowell Davies Festival

Theatre until September 28t 1 saw
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” and
“All's Well That Ends Well.” Both are
excellent.

The great Clare Booth Luce play,
“The Women” opens on September
13th. Two movie versions of the play
were both good, the older one superi-
or. In 1939 “The Women,” directed by
George Cukor, starred Joan Crawford,
Norm Shearer, Rosalind Russell, Joan
Fontaine and Paulette Goddard, all
going on to become major stars, The
1956 version, called “The Opposite
Sex,” starred June Allyson, Joan Collins,
Dolores Gray, Ann Sheridan and Ann
Miller. This was in color, but not the
star power. '

The Old Globe is undergoing major

construction. If you want to eat before
the theatre, they've set up Lady
Carolyn’s Pub in front of the theatres.
You can buy beverages and several
sandwiches and soup. I thought it was
quite good and reasonably priced.

The Old Globe’s Shakespeare festi-
val has been running there for 71 years
and is one of SN
the most cele- % Senior
brated regional #
theatres in the
couxit.ry.

DAVI

@ Ramblings
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Old Globe summer season:
comedy, drama, Shakespeare

Shakespeare second chances |
and the desire for redemption
fuel the Old :Globe’s 2008 sum-
mer season in Sari Diego,

.. ‘Samuel Taylor and Cornelia
G)tls Skinner’s 1958 comedy “The

Pleasure of His Company,” in -
whlch aprodigal playboy triesto -
'2008 Shakespeare Festival, fea-

be dad to his'debiitante daugh:

ter, will be: presented July 17-Aug..

17 in the Old Globe Theater. -

Next up will be “Sight Un-
Pulitzer Prize-winning

seen o
playwrlght Donald” Margulies’
drama about an artist whose ef-
forts to rediscover his creative
passion spark an unexpected

..Copley Auditorium, which, will’

identity crisis. : It will play in
the San: Dlego Museum of Art’s

house the Globe’s arena-style
second stage during eonstruc-
tion of the €onrad Prebys Thea- ;
tre Center. g

.Also on tap: the Old Globes

turing “Romeo;and Juliet” (July
2-Sept. 28), “The Merry Wives of
Windsor” (July 6-Sept. 27) and .
“All's Well That Ends Well” (June
28-Sept. 26),/performed mnight- ‘
ly rotation in the outdoor Lowell - i
Davies Festival Theatre. ;= * Y
— LYNNE HEFFLEY
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0ld Globe’s 2008 Summer
Shakespeare Festival to
run June 14-Sept. 28

The Tony Award®-winning Old Globe will present its 2008
Summer Shakespeare Festival, featuring three of the Bard’s most
beloved plays: Romeo and Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsor and
All’§ Well That Ends Well, running in nightly rotation in the
Globe’s beautiful outdoor Lowell Davies. Festival Theatre from
June 14 — Sept. 28.

" Tickets for the summer season are currently available via sub-
scription. Individual tickets go on sale on Sunday, May 18, and are
available by phone at (619) 23-GLOBE, online at www.TheOld-
Globe.org, or by visiting the Globe Box Office at 1363 Old Globe
Way in Balboa Park.
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San Diego
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O’Keeffe and American Modernism

On May 24, “Georgia O'Keeffe and the Women of the Stieglitz Circle” opens at The San Diego
Museum of Art. The exhibit, which runs through September 28, brings together more than 8o
paintings, drawings and photographs by O’Keeffe and her peers—female Modernists such as
Gertrude Késebier, Pamela Colman Smith, Anne Brigman and Katharine Nash Rhoades. These
women—often overlooked in the history of the American Avant-garde art—were part of the
“Stieglitz Circle” group of artists promoted by New York artist and gallery owner Alfred
Stieglitz, whose photographs of O'Keeffe also will be displayed.

The exhibit will feature some of O'Keeffe's most important paintings—such as Red Canna,
and The White Flower—alongside works such as Brigman's Dawn and Késebier's Portrait-Miss
N. When displayed together these works show how O'Keeffe's female artistic predecessors
influenced her, and how all of the women in the Stieglitz Circle added to the development of
American art, particularly American Modernism.
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For more information on the exhibit call 619-232:7931 or visit
www.sdmart.org. —Molly Talbert

Georgia O'Keeffe's 1919
oil-on-board Red Canna.

Shakespeare Beneath Summer Skies

Several of Shakespeare's plays come alive amid balmy ocean San Diego Tees Up

for U.S. Open

For the first time since 1948, Southern
California is hosting the USGA U.S.
Open. One of golf's most prestigious
championships, the Open draws
top-ranked competitors from around
the world.

In June more than 156 pro golf-

breezes in San Diego’s Balboa Park this summer. Nestled among
eucalyptus trees, the Lowell Davies Festival Theatre—a 612-seat
outdoor theater—is home to The Old Globe’s annual summer
Shakespeare Festival. For the 2008 season, which runs from _
June 14 to September 28, the repertory company will perform
three of the Bard’s most famous works: Romeo and Juliet, the
famous tale of two teenage lovers born into dueling families;
All's Well That Ends Well, a bittersweet comedy about unrequited
love; and The Merry Wives of Windsor, a witty comedy featuring
humorous deception and repartee.

ers—likely including past winners

A seerefrom The Globe'szo0y such as Tiger Woods, Angel Cabrera

production of Shakespeare's
Measure for Measure.

and Retief Goosen—will compete in
the Open at San Diego's Torrey Pines
Golf Course, which sits atop a bluff
overlooking the Pacific Ocean.

This is only the second time in the
Oben’s n3-year history that a munici-
pal golf course has been given the

For more information or to purchase tickets, call
619-234-5623 or visit www.oldglobe.org. —Stephanie Fry

o 2 R3L

Adventures in Legoland

Take a trip back in time to 1920s Egypt at the newly
unveiled Land of Adventure at Legoland. With four
attractions, Land of Adventure has something for
adventurers of all ages. At the indoor ride, Lost
Kingdom Adventure, riders navigate ancient temple
ruins in pursuit of stolen treasure. As they travel

honor of holding the tournament.
Torrey Pines, in La Jolla, north of
downtown, is also home to the Buick
Invitational, which has been played at
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ALASKA AIRLINES MAGAZINE

through a professor’s lab, a spider’s lair and rooms
filled with mummy relics, they score points by
hitting interactive targets with lasers. At Cargo
Ace, kids pilot small planes, attached to an overhead track, up to six feet in the air, while at
Beetle Bounce, riders are propelled up 15-foot towers. At the fourth attraction, Pharaoh’s
Revenge, kids and parents can launch foam balls out of canons to hit targets and each other. For
more information call 760-918-5346 or visit www.legoland.com. —Brenda Stice

A Lego camel and its handler welcome
visitors to Land of Adventure.

APRIL 2008

the course since 1968.

The Open will take place June
9-15 and will be played on the Torrey
Pines South Course. For more infor-
mation call 800-867-7397 or visit
www.torreypines.com.

—Marisa Cusack
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Old Globe’s
2008 Summer
Shakespeare

Festival to run
June 14-Sept, 28

The Tony Award®-winning
Old Globe will present its 2008
Summer Shakespeare Festival,
featuring three of the Bard’s most
beloved plays: Romeo and Juliet,
The Merry Wives of Windsor and
All’s Well That Ends Well, run-
ning in nightly rotation in the
Globe’s beautiful outdoor Lowell
Davies Festival Theatre from
June 14 — Sept. 28.

Tickets for the summer sea-
son are currently available via
subscription. Individual tickets go
on sale on Sunday, May 18, and
are available by phone at (619)
23-GLOBE, online at www.The-
OldGlobe.org, or by visiting the
Globe Box Office at 1363 Old
Globe Way in Balboa Park.



THEATER TIPS

what's going on

Balboa Theatre—if you haven't heard—is operating at almost full tilt and their
very first season-- post renovation—promises to be quite exciting, offering
a wide array of entertainment. On May 3 the theatre will offer a program of
Mariachi music by “Mariachi Los Camperos de Nati Cano." This is the group
that collaborated with Linda Ronstadt on her double-platinum album Canciones
de mi Padre and the follow-up Mas Canciones. This group is the recipient of
Mexico's highest musical honor for mariachi, the Silvestre Vargas Award, Betty
Buckley will follow with a concert on May 10. She will devote the evening to
Broadway classics and selected standards. She's received a Tony Award for her
performance in Cafs, and has been nominated for Triumph of Love and Sunsst
Boulevard. This may be the perfect Mother's Day gift. Balboa Theatre is located
at 868 Fourth Avenue (adjacent to Horton Plaza) and you can purchase your
tickets by calling 619.570.1100 or by visiting www.sandiegotheatres.org.

La Jolla Playhouse will offer 33Variations thru May 4. This one is directed and
written by Moises Kaufman and is driven by the music of Ludwig Van Beethoven.
There is a dual story going on in this one that pulls the past into the present,
offering remarkable performances by all of the actors, a set that is imaginative,
and music that has endured through the ages. With just a few days remaining
on this run you need to call them immediately for any tickets that you can get
at 858.550.1010. | guarantee it will be worth your effort. Their next effort will be
The Night Watcher opening in July; more on this one in the next issue. It's a
one-woman show featuring Charlayne Woodard.

Backyard Productions opened Hysterical Blindness with a run thru May 11%
at the Cygnet Theatre space. This play is an intimate, character-driven drama
that follows three working-class women as they attempt to build relationships
and find meaning in their lives within the cultural boundaries of the 1980s, HBO
made a highly lauded film of the same staring Gena Rowlands, Uma Thurman
and Ben Gazarra. Ticket information: 619.995.2225.

lon Theatre presents La Gaviota by Claudio Raygoza. Inspired by Checkhov's
The Seagullthis drama will run thru May 17. Raygoza sels Mexico prominently in
this one in the early 20 Century. For tickets call them at619.437.0600. Following
La Gaviofa the Company will produce Franz Xavier Kroetz's Request Concert
beginning May 24. I's called a one-woman drama about a world-renowned
hyper-realist.

Lambs Players Theatre continues with their run of The Voysey inheritance.
Visit them on-line at www.lambsplayers.org or 619.437.0600.

Compass Theatre (formerly known as Sixth at Penn) will offer Richard
Greenberg's Three Days of Rain as its inaugural performance. This drama
was nominated for a Pulitzer and was the vehicle for Julia Robert's Broadway
debut a few years back. The play explores how the decisions of parents shape
the destiny of their children while answering the question: How well can one
person fully know another. For ticket information dial up 619.688.9210 or visit
CompassTheatre.com.

New Perspective Festival will present original plays from June 20-29 at the
Swedenborg Hall (1531 Tyler Avenue). Temo himself has a play—Obits for Dum-
mies—to be presented in the festival so I'll be providing more information in the
nextissue. The festival was created in part because the Actors Alliance Festival
will not be produced this year due to the inability to fund the project in 2008,

Diversionary Theatre will offer up Terrence McNally's Corpus Christi beginning
May 8", It's a contemporary telling of the life of Jesus. The playwright uses the
ages-old story to show the fight against cruelty, division, hatred and hypocrisy.
Think about if Jesus were gay and grew up in 1050's Texas. Visit their website
for more information at www.diversonary.org or ring them up at 619.220.0097
for tickets. It's never too late to ask about a season subscription and that's not
only a great gift idea but a perfect way to support the rainbow community.

North Coast Rep justopened up Paul Osborn's Mornings At Seven, a delightful
comedy that has four sisters mingling with husbands and others in a small Mid-
western town in 1938 (I'm not sure much has changed). It stacks up the comedy
against some heavy reality about lost dreams. The cast is uniformly good with a
standout performance by one of San Diego's finest actors, Jonathan McMurtry.
It's worth a visit so call them up and order a ticket: 858.481.1055,

The Old Globe Theatre will plant some fine Shakespearean performances
this summer, beginning June 14", Included in the summer/fall program will be
Romeo and Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsor and All's Well That Ends Well.
Currently at the Cassius Carter Stage they are entertaining crowds with Ten-
nessee Williams' classic production of The Glass Menagerie. Visit their website
for more information at www.TheOldGlobe.org .

New Viltage Arts will offer Craig Lucas’ Prelude to a Kiss. It's a romantic comedy
that won a Pulitzer a few years back. Ht will run thru May 18™. It's all about the
love connection and the action starts when an uninvited guest kisses the bride
at Rita and Peter's wedding. Ticket information: 760.433.3245. A,
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THE OLD GLOBE THEATRE

1363 Old Globe Way
(619) 231-1941

Summer Shakespeare Festival
June-September

The much anticipated Summer
Shakespeare Festival kicks off
in June but tickets go on sale this
month! Darko Tresnjak is this
year's artistic director, with
“Romeo and Juliet,” “The Merry
Wives of Windsor” and “All’s
Well That Ends Well,” running

in the outdoor Lowell Davies

Festival Theatre from June 14-

Sept. 28.
Tickets for

the summer sea-

son are current-
ly available via
subscription. In-
dividual tickets
goon sale on
-May 18 and are
| available by
“phone at (619)
23-GLOBE, on-

- line at www.
TheOldGlobe.
org, or by visit-
ing the Globe
box office at
1363 Old Globe
Way in Balboa
Park.

PHOTO/CRAIG SCHWARTZ

Stephanie Fieger and Ryan Quinn, with cast surrounding, in the Old
Globe’s 2007 Summer Shakespeare Festival production of “Two Gentle-
men of Verona” by William Shakespeare and directed by Matt August.
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Old Glob‘e Shakespeare Festival brings delights

By Eilcen Sondak

The Old Globc is gearing up to open its
annual Summer Shakespeare Festival — an
ourdoor theatrical marathon that spans the
summer from June 14 through Seprember
28. *

The festival will feature three Shakespeare
classics in rotaring repertoty. This year's mix
includes “Romeo and Julict” (the wagedy
surrounding star-crossed lovers that has in-
spired countless adaprations, including the
Broadway blockbuster, “Wesr Side Story”),
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” (featuring
the notorious Sir John Falstaff, one of the
most beloved characters in the literarure),
and “All's Well That Ends Well,” a comedy
that abounds with wit and romance.

Darko Tresnjak — returning for his fifth
year as artistic director of the Summer
Shakespeare Festival — selected this trio of.
masterpieces by the Bard, and chose the di-
rectors to stage them in the alfresco am-
biance of the festival stage.

Tresnjak will take on the dirccting chal-
lenges of “All's Well That Ends Well” him-
sclf, and he has snared Richard Seer (who

directed the Globe's successful production, .

of “Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf” in
2007) to take the reigns of “Romeo and |
Juliet.” Paul Mullins — a favorite with local
audiences who staged last summer's highly
ﬂi’" Jd “M, for\f "_isa:
the helm of “The Merry Wives of Wind-
sor.”

All three directors met the press recéntly
to discuss their plans. They all intend to put
their personal stamp on these very well-
known masterpieces — which is no mean
feat, since the plays have been staples on the
world stage since Elizabethan times.

As Tresnjak pointed our, “We've gone

back to the repertory format (a time-hon-
ored tradition begun by Founding Director
Craig Noel). The three-production Shake-
speare Festival was revived in 2004, and this
popular summer festival has become one of
the most célebrited classical festivals in the
country. '

“In a repertory company,” Tresnjak not-
ed, “everyonc is like family. They know each
other, and that makes it easier to work to-
gether.”

As usual, Tresnjak was excited about this

. summer’s trio of plays and the way “the

plays speak to cach other. They're all about
love and family — or perhaps more accu-
rately desire and family,” he corrécred. “The
plays (focus on) head-soong tecnagers.” .-

Tresnjak wanted to direct “All's Well Tha
Ends Well,” because, “it's one of my fa-
vorites. Helena is my favorite character.
She’s the first woman doctor in ' Western lit-
crature. It's also one of Shakespearc’s most
Chekhovian plays.”

Look for an interesting change in time
arid place for this production. Tresnjak set
the play before the First Warld War. “All’s
Well That Ends Well” will launch the sum-
mer season on June 14.

Mullins was drawn to “Merry Wives..."
because of the love-hate relarionship the
play has had with critics. Another attraction
was the play’s uniqueness: :

“It’s all'about ordinary people,” he ab-
served. “No aristocrats.” Of course — like so
many other Shakespeare buffs — Mullins
finds Falstaff “a genius of a character.”

Where do you think this play will take
place when it bows in on the outdoor stage?

“The setting is 1875 in the Old West,”
Mullins stated. “The idea is o have a good
time. It should end in fun.” i

“Romeo and Juliet” is the most tragic tale
of the summer, but Seer sees it as a “play of
passion” that ends with the lovers being to-
gether in the only way possible — in death.

The three shaws will be performed in
nightly rotation, which makes the actors’
jobs even more grueling. They will shift
roles regularly throughout the summer —
and the festival stage is lit up every night
except Monday. )

Tresnjak and his colleagues are thrilled to
welcome back so many of the Globe's popu-
lar dssociate artists — an impressive list of
ralent that includes Jonathan McMurtry
and Kandis Chappell. Chappell will play
Lady Capulet in “Romeo and Julict,” and
the Countess of Rousillion in "All's Well...”
McMurtry will appear in all three summer
productions. Look for Graham Hamilton to
star as Romeo and Heather Wood as his
Juliet — just to name a few of the top-
notch performers coming our way in the
Shakespeare Festival.

Not all the plays' this summer will be per-
formed in the outdoor theater. -

The Globe's Main Stage will feature “The
Pleasure of His Company,” a play sct in
1959. Best remembered as the Fred Astiire
and Debbic Reynolds film; “Pleasure of His
Company” (also directed by Tresnjak) is
slared to open on July 12 and run through
Aug, 17. :

There will be some changes made in the
Old Globe theater complex this summer.
When “The Glass Menagerie” closes at the
Cassius Carter on May 18, the theater will
be demolished to make room for a brand
new state-of-the-art facility on the same-
foorprint. Does that mean, the Globe won't
be presenting any plays in an intimate the-
ater-in-the-round setting for a while?

“We're going to the Copley Auditorium
(at the neacby Museum of Art) temporarily,”
said Louis Spisto, Executive Producer of the
Old Globe. “The museum was a God-send.
The Copley will have comfortable seating
and it will be configured almost identical o
the Carter. We'll be there from July ro the
following November — a year and four
months — and we're so grareful to them.”

As its maiden offering, the Copley will
fearure “Sight Unscen” (opening Aug. 2 and
running through Sept. 7). The play (written

. by Donald Margulies and ditected by Es-

ther Emery) was chosen as “comnion
ground” for a theater piece performed in an
art museum.

“Don Margulies was trained as a visual
artist,” Jerry Patch (co-artistic direcror) re-
minded. "It was hard to find the perfect
play for a museum sering.”

All told, there will be five shows on the
boards this summer — compliments of the
Old Globe. And the ncw three-theater com-
plex will re-emerge in 2010 (the Globe's
75th anniversary year).

Despite a sluggish economy, ticket sales at
the Old Globe have been “berter than we
budgeted for,” Spisto said.

In fact, the only disappointing news from
the Globe these days is'the fact that Parch
will be leaving the company for a post in
New York. That leaves Tresnjak as sole artis-
tic direttor. There are no plans to replace
Patch as co-artistic director anytime soon,
but as Spisto assured, “The structure stays
as it was — with Darko (Trésnjak) and my-
self trying to do what's best for the Globe,”

You can call the box office at (619) 23-
GLOBE for ticket information on the sum-
mer slate, or check the Web site at
www.TheOldGlobe.org. -
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10 things that’ll glue
your to your seat

L A bunch of new plays—San
Diego’s Vox Nova Theatre Company
has been making some serious

noise in the field of staged reading
as it dabbles in full productions,
and with that kind of momentum,
it's not about to take the summer off.
Tts inaugural weeklong play festi-
val will present two world-premiere
shows and a new musical entry, not
the least of which is a full produc-
tion of Alan Havis’ very good The
Tutor. The festival runs June 3to 8
at The Lyceum Theatre space, 79
Horton Plaza Downtown. $15. 858-
539-6251. www.voxnovatheatrecom
pany.com

- 2. Double duty—The acclaimed
Darko Tresnjak took over as The
0ld Globe Theatre’s artistic director
in January, and he’s also the artistic
director of The Globe’s Summer
Shakespeare Festival. This year’s
entries include Romeo and Juliet,
The Merry Wives of Windsor and
All’'s Well That Ends Well. And if
these productions are as worthy as
last year’s Tresnjak-directed Ham-
let, you can bet this festival will end
very well indeed. June 14 to Sept. 28
at The Globe’s Lowell Davies Festi-
val Theatre, 1363 01d Globe Way in
Balboa Park. $29 to $64. Find out
more at www.theoldglobe.org. 619-
23-GLOBE.

3. A de facto resident play-
wright—Playwright Liz Duffy
Adams has a gift for language so
rare it should be minted. For now,
MOXIE Theatre is gearing up for
The Listener, the third Adams play
in the group’s short history. Gener-
ations after humanity has discard-
ed Earth for a new moon colony, the
Listener calls out to survivors, har-
boring a vision for the future of
Earth. Trippy—just the way you
like it. It opens in previews June 15
and runs through June 29 at The
Lyceum Theatre, 79 Horton Plaza,
Downtown. $15 to $20. www.moxie
theatre.com. 760-634-3965.

4, Another bunch of new
plays—The North Coast Reperto-
ry Theatre's very first Festival of
New Jewish Plays is also the latest
feather in the Solana Beach compa-
ny’s feather-laden cap. Bluish, the
first of the two staged readings,
explores what happens when an
aspiring Jewish TV reporter dis-
covers his non-Jewish fiancée was

born Jewish. The Wondering Jew
examines the upshot when a Jewish
son brings a very non-Jewish date to
his family’s not-so-traditional
Passover Seder. The shows are part
of the 15th annual Lipinsky Fami-
ly San Diego Jewish Arts festival,
sponsored by the San Diego Reper-
tory Theatre. Bluish runs June 16
and The Wondering Jew June 17 at
North Coast, 987-D Lomas Santa Fe
Drive. $18. www.northcoastrep.org.
888-776-6278.

5. Still another bunch of new
plays—This is the first summer

since 1991 that Actors Alliance of :
San Diego won’t be puttingup aplay |

festival. That’s made way for an

independently conceived animal !

called New Perspective: A Festival
of Theatre Artists. In association
with La Jolla-based New Works /
Vantage Theatre, the staff has put
together a 24-script program, com-
mencing June 20 and playing over
two consecutive weekends. All plays
were written by aspiring and
entrenched locals. If you tilt toward
dark comedy and the absurd, you'll
totally like this lineup. The plays
will run at Swedenborg Hall, 1531
Tyler Ave.,, University Heights. $10
to $12. perspectivefest.google
pages.com.

6. The key to America's gay
phenomenon—Diversionary The-
atre has chosen Yank!to open its
23rd season. It tells the story of a
war reporter named Stu and an
Army private named Mitch who fall
in love during World War 1I. Pep-
pered with swing, big band and boo-
gie-woogie, it explores how World
War II became the catalyst in bring-
ing gay men and women together.
July 10to Aug. 17 at 4545 Park Blvd.,
University Heights. $20 (345 opening
night). www.diversionary.org. 619-
220-0097.

7. A big night at the opera—
y’all know the play about the dis-
figured musical genius who skulks
about backstage, pining for opera
star Christine. At least you should,
since it's the longest-running show
in Broadway history and has played
to packed houses in more than 100
cities the world over. It’'s The Phan-

GONTINUED ON PAGE 33 b
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s the temperatures rise outside, head
indoors for a month of fantastic stage
sntertainment across the county.

On June 7 at 8 p.m., visit the Lyceum
Theatre in Horton Plaza for a combination
fundraiser and opening night performance
of Robert Dubac’s “Male Intellect: The
27 Coming.” It's a hilarious one-man show
that tries desperately to answer the age-
old question, “What do women want’” The
Inclusion Department at the Lawrence Family
Jewish Community Center, Jacobs Family
Campus, is host to the fundraising event
prior to the show. Half the ticket proceeds
will go to the JCC to provide inclusion aide
funding for its various programs. Tickets are
$50 and include opening night preferred
seating, Q@ & A with Dubac and a dessert
reception following the show. Tickets may
be purchased at the JCC box office noon-5
weekdays or by calling (858) 362-1348.

The onset of summer means the beginning
of The Old Globe’s annual Shakespeare

Festival. This year, the festival includes
performances of “All's Well That Ends Well,”
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” and “Romeo
and Juliet.” Performances run June 16
through September 30, but why not see all
three this month? Tickets for each show are
$29-64. For tickets and to see show times
and dates, visit www.TheOldGlobe.org or
call (619) 23-GLOBE.

To wrap up the month, head back to the
Lyceum June 23 at 7:30 p.m. for “Around
the Year in Song” — a musical tour of the
Jewish calendar. San Diego Men's Choir will
open the evening, and rising star Benny
Friedman will be accompanied by world-
renowned pianist Sha-rone Kushnir and
the band 8" Day. The artists will lead the
audience through Jewish holidays with the
sights and sounds of each. Tickets are $18-
36 and can be purchased by phone at www.
SanDiegoRep.com or by calling (619) 702-
8518.

WHAT WOMEN WANT:
On June 7, kill iwo
birds with one stone by
attending a fundraiser

for the Lawrence Family
Jewish . Community
Center, followed by

Robert Dubac’s hilarious
one-man show, “Male
Intellect: The Second
Coming.” You'll laugh,
yow’ll ery, you’ll open
your pockethook. It
sounds like the perfect
evening for any Jew who
wants to support the
community and enjoy
some belly laughs.
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UMEORH IMEO: Graham Hamilton as “Romeo” and Heather Wood
liet” in The Old Globe's 2008 Summer Shakespeare Festival

e

PHOI0 BY CRAIG SCHWARTZ

the Globe was “Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?™) will stage “Romeo
and Juliet.” Paul Mullins will follow up his successful “Measure for
Measure” (one of the highlights of last year's Festival) by taking the
helm of “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” and the Festival's renowned
Artistic Director Darko Tresnjak will take on “All's Well That End’s
Well.” Sounds like a great summer line-up awaits local Shakespeare
buffs.

Hershey Felder's “Beethoven, As I Knew Him" will inhabit the
Globe's Main Stage until June 8, but Felder will remain in San
Diego to perform a two-week run of "Monsieur Chopin (June 11-
22) followed by a week-long reprise of “George Gershwin Alone”
(June 25-29). Felder wrote these musical works and performs the
one-man shows himself, and he’s incredible.

The Cassius Carter is closed for construction of a new theater
center, but the Globe will be performing at the San Diego Art
Museum'’s Copley Auditorium in July, as well as on its own Main
Stage - so expect plenty of indoor and outdoor theater in Balboa
Park this summer.

Another sure sign of summer waiting in the wings is Starlight. The
summer-only organization is poised to open its 62nd season early
this year (June 5) with the toe-tappin’ oldie, “Crazy for You.” The
musical comedy will remain at the Starlight Bowl through June 21.

The San Diego Opera ended its season recently, freeing the Civic
Theatre for the return of Broadway/San Diego. The organization
will start the ball rolling June 3-8 with a production of “Cats”
(winner of seven Tony Awards, and one of Andrew Lloyd Webber's
most endearing musicals). “Cats” is a terrific family show, so take
the kids and enjoy this delightful “extra season event!”

The Lamb's Players — San Diego's third largest theater troupe
— just unveiled "The Hit,” a new romantic comedy about love,
antiques and attempted assassination. The show was written hy
Mike Buckley, a talented performer and set designer. Buckley
created the décor for this show, and he'll be in the cast as well.
The show runs through July 13. The Lamb's is also in the midst
of taking on another venue. Beginning July 2, the Lamb's will
operate the Horton Grand Theater, where it will present a series of
productions, starting with its tried-and-true blockbuster “Boomers”
(a lively musical revue that defines a generation).

The North Coast Rep is featuring the San Diego premiere of “The
Big Bang,” a comedy being described as “Greater Tuna” meets
“The Producers.” Jam packed into the show's 18 numbers, are
songs about Adam and Eve, Attila the Hun and countless others.
If this musical send-up sounds like your cup of tea, you can see it
until June 22 at NCR's Solana Beach theater.

North Coast Rep will also house the First Annual Festival of New
Jewish Plays (June 16-17). Staged readings of “Bluish" (by Janece
Shaffer) and "The Wondering Jew™ (hy Matt Thompson) will kick
off this new Festival.

The San Diego Rep's Lyceum Stage will feature “A Musical Tour
of the Jewish Calendar” (starring Benny Friedman) June 23, and the
eighth Annual Klezmer Summit June 30 to finish off the 15" Annual
Lipinsky Family Jewish Arts Festival.

Musical comedy returns to the East County Performing Arts
Center this month, when San Diego Musical Theater brings “Bye
Bye Birdie” 1o life June 20-29 as part of its inaugural season. The
show tells the story of a rock 'n’ roll singer and the publicity stunt
his agent cooked up for him.

Although CCT performs most of its shows at the East County
Performing Arts Center, the troupe will put on "Forever Plaid" on
the rooftop of the Westgate Hotel, June 5-29. What a unique setting
for a musical that makes merry with the quartets of the 1950s! Next
month, CCT will return to ECPAC to complete the season.

Robert Dubac's “Male Intellect: The 2™ Coming!” is coming to the
Lyceum Theater June 4-July 13. This sequel to “The Male Intellect:
An Oxymoron?” is a funny one-man show that Miracle Theater
Productions is offering with tongue firmly planted in cheek.

The San Diego Natural History Museum will feature “Aeriul
Portraits of the American West: Photographs by John Shelton” — a
black-and-white photography show by the well-known geologist.
The exhibition is slated to remain on view until Nov. 2.

The Natwral History Museum's popular A Day in Pompeii”
exhibition is still packin' ‘em in — but it will close on June 15" so
you'll have to hurry to see this traveling exhibition.

The California Center for the Arts in Escondido will present one
more performance of “The Wedding Singer” (based on the hit
movie) June 1. &



Art Allive
There’s more than one way to see great
art in Orange County. Summer signals the
arrival of the world famous Pageant of the
Masters, which continues to celebrate its
75th anniversary with the theme All the
World’s a Stage. Focusing on the lives and
legends of actors, singers, dancers, and
other performers as depicted in the works
of artists from Europe, America and Asia,
All the World’s a Stage continues the tradi-
tion of tableaux vivants — real people made
up and placed on sets to create lifelike
paintings and sculpture. As Shakespeare
himself would say, the Pageant of the
Masters will make you “stand amazed.”

Pageant of the Masters begins July 9
and runs through August 30 at the Festival
of Arts in Laguna Beach. Call (949) 494-
1145 or visit foapom.com.

Shakespeare in the Park

“Summer’s lease hath all too short a date,” said
William Shakespeare, but there’s still plenty of time to
see wondrous new productions of three of his most
popular works. The Summer Shakespeare Festival at
the Old Globe in San Diego this year features Romeo
and Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsor and All’s Well
That Ends Well. Along with a non-bard-penned pro-
duction of The Pleasure of His Company, the three
plays run in repertory at the Old Globe (located in
the beautiful Balboa Park), which has been running
the Shakespeare festival for 71 years and is one of the
most celebrated regional theaters in the country.
Romeo and Juliet runs June 18 through September
28; The Merry Wives of Windsor runs June 21
through September 27; All's Well that Ends Well
runs June 14 through September 26; The Pleasure
of His Company runs July 12 through August 17.
Call (619) 23-GLOBE (234-5623) or visit
theoldglobe.org.

@YE O DUFNENERF

When the Yankees come to town, Angels
get alittle less..well..angelic. The hottest
ticket in town is the Yankees/Angels
match-ups at Anaheim Stadium. This year
they have two home meetings: August
8-10 and September 8-10. The famous
rivalry always sells out, but the Angels
Ticket Exchange online offers the chance
to buy unused tickets to sold-out games
being sold by season ticket holders. Visit
www.angelsmlb.com. 1
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THEATRE IN SAN DIEGO

B BY ANNE SACK

Old Globe .
“Monsieur Chopin” is a celebrated
work about the life and music of leg-
endary composer, Frédéric Chopin.
Audiences are invited to a private piano
lesson that actually took place on March
4, 1848 in the opulent Parisian salon of

A private piano lesson from Chopin.

the Polish maestro. As the lesson unfolds,
Chopin reveals secrets about the art of the
piano and composition, as well as secrets
about himself in this intimate musical
biography featuring Chopin’s greatest
works, including the Prelude in C Minor,
Mazurka in A Flat Major, Polonaise in A
Major, and his elegant Nocturnes.
Hershey Felder’s “Monsieur Chopin,”
with text by Hershey Felder, music by
Frédéric Chopin, and directed by Joel
Zwick, runs from June 11 through June 22
at the Old Globe in Balboa Park. For
information, call (619) 23-GLOBE or
www.TheOldGlobe.org.

A celebrated work about the legendary
American composer, “George Gershwin
Alone” is a delightful “play with music”
by actor, playwright and Steinway concert
artist Hershey Felder. The show incorpo-
rates the Gershwins’ best-known songs,
from “The Man 1 Love” and “Someone to
Watch Over Me,” through passages and
songs from “An American in Paris” and
“Porgy and Bess,” to a complete perform-
ance of “Rhapsody in Blue.” The first
popular composer to use jazz as the fore-
most musical element in the serious con-
cert hall, Gershwin absorbed the musical
styles, rhythms and sophistication of the
American spirit and created a musical lan-
guage that made its mark on both classical
and popular music throughout the world.
Hershey Felder brings to life the spirit and
talent of the legendary composer and
pianist, leading audiences through the fas-
cinating rhythms of Gershwin’s legendary

songbook, while telling the tale of his
tragically short life.

Hershey Felder’s “George Gershwin
Alone,” with text by Hershey Felder,
music and lyrics by George and Ira
Gershwin, and directed by Joel Zwick,
runs from June 25 through June 29 at the
Old Globe in Balboa Park. For informa-
tion, 23-GLOBE

call (619) or
www.TheOldGlobe.org.
Lowell Davies Festival Theatre/Old
Globe Theatre
“Romeo and Juliet” by William
Shakespeare, the most thrilling

Shakespeare festival yet begins with
swords clashing, duets danced, oaths of
love sworn, and treacherous sleeping
potions swallowed — in the greatest love
story of all time. The Montague and
Capulet families have been feuding for
years. When young Romeo Montague and
Juliet Capulet meet by chance -
Shakespeare’s “star-cross'd lovers™ defy
their entire world to be together, with the
help of Juliet's flighty Nurse and Romeo’s
cunning advisor Friar Laurence.

The production runs from June 14
through September 28 at San Diego's
most romantic theatre venue, the outdoor
Festival stage under the stars. For infor-
mation, call (619) 23-GLOBE or
www.TheOldGlobe.org.

“The Merry Wives of Windsor,” by
William Shakespeare, is about the notori-
ous Sir John Falstaff, who steps out of the
world of court life to take up residence in
the country town of Windsor. There he
attemnpts to use his own celebrity to his
advantage by seducing two happily mar-
ried wives. But once the wives (and their
husbands) find out the game that’s afoot,
Shakespeare’s fat knight may find the last
laugh to be on him.

The production runs from June 14
through September 28 at the outdoor
Festival stage under the stars. For infor-
mation, call (619) 23-GLOBE or
www.TheOldGlobe.org.

“All’s Well That Ends Well,” by
William Shakespeare, involves Helena.
who secrerly loves Bertram. He's of noble
birth, while she’s just a doctor’s davughter.
When the king becomes ill of a deadly
disease, she offers him a miracle cure if he
will grant her the husband of her choice.
After he agrees and she chooses the
unwilling Bertram, she finds that mar-
riage and requited love are. sadly, worlds

apart. But all is not lost in this enchanting
Shakespearean fairy tale, in which true
love goes hand in hand with the tenacious
spirit of an indomitable heroine, who cun-
ningly sets out to win the heart of her
man.

The production runs from June 4
through September 28 at the outdoor
Festival stage under the stars. For infor-
mation, call (619) 23-GLOBE or
www.TheOldGlobe.org.
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' L A ’S Daniel Wheeler found inspira-
. . tion for his latest show, GULP

PHOTO

(Generative Urban Landscape Project), in that

most iconic of Southern California symbols: the
swimming pool. On view beginning June 6 at Lux
Art Institute, GULP features images taken from
beneath the surface of various pools, looking up.
From June 6 to July 12, Wheeler will live at the
facility and work on Blindspot, a 12-foot-high
column of photos taken with a special camera
that shoots landscapes in 360-degree views.
Meet the artist at the cocktail soirée Lux @ Night,
held June 18. Open Thurs.-Sat., 1550 S. El Camino  [Ei e ! Lo 2 '
Real, Encinitas, 760.436.6611, luxartinstitute.org. Wheeler's GULP #020, 2006

STAGE
I I . abusy month at the Globe, which
| t S kicks off its Summer Shakespeare
Festival June 14 with All's Well That Ends
Well, The Merry Wives of Windsor and Romeo
and Juliet performed in nightly rotation on
the outdoor Lowell Davies stage; it also has
Hershey Felder's composer-inspired pieces,
Monsieur Chopin (June 11-22) and George
'Kafié MacI;llch;)l éﬂc Hoff‘r‘n;n and Celeste Ciulla in GerShWin Alone (June 25_29) GerShWin
The Merry Wives of Windsor at the Globe.  fans need only cross the park for Crazy For
~ You (June 5-20), which kicks off Starlight Theatre's season. Broadway/San Diego brings Cats to
town for a decidedly shorter run than its 18-year stint on the Great White Way (June 3-8). New
Village Arts stages Goldenboy (June 5-July 13), Clifford Odets’ 1930s love story about a young
man forced to choose between love and glory. Lamb's has Leaving lowa, a nostalgic comedy about
life lessons learned by a family on a cross-country trip (through July 13). S.D. Rep offers Male Intel-
lect: The Second Coming, Robert Dubac's sequel to The Male Intellect: An Oxymoron?

OLD GLOBE 1363 Old Globe Way, Balboa Park, 619.234.5623 STARLIGHT BOWL 2005 Pan American Pla-
za, Balboa Park, 619.544.7827 CIVIC THEATRE (Cats) Third Ave. at B St., downtown, 619.570.1100 NEW
VILLAGE ARTS 2787-B State St., Carlsbad, 760.433.3245 LAMB’S PLAYERS 1142 Orange Ave., Coronado,
619.437.0600 LYCEUM THEATRE (Intellect) 79 Horton Plaza, Gaslamp, 619.544.1000
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SPORTS

SAN DIEGO TO BEIJING

It's official: The Olympics are decidedly hipper this year,
thanks in part to the addition of a new sport plucked straight
from Generation Y. BMX (or bicycle motocross) makes its
Olympic debut this summer, and hopefuls have been busily
training right here in San Diego, at Chula Vista's Olympic
Training Center. One of only three such facilities in the country,
and the only one open year-round, the OTC's newest addi-
tion is a BMX course almost identical to the one being used
in China. Besides the bike course, the center boasts a 50-lane
archery range, a world-class pitch-surface field hockey facil-
ity and a 3,000-meter water course on Lower Otay Lake for
rowers and kayakers, among other features. OTC offers free
guided tours Tuesday through Saturday at 1:30 p.m. or
self-guided tours daily during business hours at 2800 Olympic
Parkway, Chula Vista, 619.482.6222.

SHOPPING 858.454.4459,

THEATER

Shake It Up

Love, laughs and tragedy: find the
whole gamut of emotion during the
Old Globe's ever-popular Summer
Shakespeare Festival, which returns
to the outdoor Lowell Davies stage
in Balboa Park on June 14. This
year's festival features three Bard
classics performed in nightly rota-

-tion: the romantic All's Well That

Ends Well, directed by festival Artistic
Director Darko Tresnjak; the very
merry Merry Wives of Windsor, and
the classic story of star-crossed
young lovers, Romeo and Juliet.
1363 Old Globe Way, Balboa Park,
619.23.GLOBE, oldglobe.org.

LUXE LINGERIE IN LA JOLLA
We're loving the delicate
styles at La Jolla's newest
lingerie boutique. French

for "sweet and romantic,”
Douce et Romantique carries
nighties, robes and other fine
underthings that are just that.
Trés chic. 7863 Girard Ave.,,

12 WWW.WHERESD.COM SUMMER 2008

DINING

SAMPLER PLATTER This
June, galloping gourmands
get two chances to sample
S.D.'s epicurean delights.
Downtown hotspots partner
for Taste of the Gaslamp
June 14-15; days later, eater-
ies citywide participate in the

popular Restaurant Week,
held June 22-27. p. 78
EVENT

ANCHORS AWEIGH

Ever wanted to experience a
live cannon battle at sea? At
the Festival of Sail, held Aug.
20-24, you can, matey. The
celebration features a parade
of more than 30 stunning tall

PHOTO BY CRAIG SCHWARTZ



Hﬂulh« o1 Califansiia

Lifesso

June 2008

'ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT.

BI‘ \r
SUWI‘R OF LO\"I

By Shari Rodriguez

Located in downtown San Diego’s beautiful and historic
Baiboa Park, the Old Globe Theatre Is not only one of the
most prominent and productive regional theatre compa-
nles in the United States, it is also one of the most
beloved.

Highly sought-after directors, designers and actors con-
sistently work at the Globe, including Stephen
Sondheim, Hal Holbrook, Nora Ephron and Kelsey
Grammer; and numerous Broadway-bound premieres
and revivals, such as Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, The Full
Montyand Damn Yankees, have been developed at the
Globe, going on to enjoy successful runs in New York
and elsewhere.

GIVING BACK WITH LOVE

Here in San Diego, the internationally acclaimed,
award-winning Globe has been the community’s flag-
ship arts institution for more than seven decades and is
now in the home stretch of what has been a major capi-
tal and endowment fund-raising campaign. “Securinga
San Diego Landmark” launched in March 2006 to raise
$75 million before the theatre’s 75th Anniversary in
2010 and, so far, has achieved 88 percent of its goal by
raising $66 million in grants, gifts and pledges.

It's fitting, then, that the Globe return such devotion by
bringing its “summer of love” to San Diego this month

with a schedule that includes five plays all surrounding

the subject of love.

“It’s going to be a great summer,” says The Old Globe’s
executive director, Lou Spisto. “We're calling it ‘the
summer of love’ because the emotion of love permeates
all of our productions. There’s a themne of love, relation-

n LifeAfter50 June2008

BaLBoA PARK THEATRE WINKS AT ROMANGE, RELATIONSHIPS AND... INFIDELITY

ships and all sorts of heated romance, marriage, infideli-
ty and even tragic loss.”

The Globe’s 2008 Summer Season begins June 14 and
continues through September 28. It’s highlighted by the
classic comedy The Pleasure of His Company on the
main stage; Donald Margulies’ acclaimed Sight Unseen,
which will play on the Globe’s temporary second stage
at the San Diego Museum of Art’s Copley Auditorium
while construction takes place on a new theatre; and the
renowned Summer Shakespeare Festival—featuring
Romeo and Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsor and All’s
Well That Ends Well—which will run in rotation in the
Globe's open-air theatre.

“We have a relationship with San Diego that’s unique,”
says Spisto. “We’re part artistic enterprise and part cul-
tural icon. We're not a venue, even though our venues

are terrific. We're not a place, even though we’re in the
most gorgeous place in the world. We're a producer of
quality theatre and that’s the core of our success. That,
as well as the fact that we've nur-
tured and developed a deep rela-
tionship with this community.”

Spisto, who has been with the Globe
since 2002, and co-artistic directors
Jerry Patch and Darko Tresnjak
comprise the theatre company’s new
leadership team. Recently reorgan-
ized, the Globe has had just two pre-
vious artistic leaders—founding
director Craig Noel who led from
1935-1981, and Jack O’Brien, artistic
director emeritus, who served from
1981-2007.

E‘Brn d

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

As for the future, Spisto says the Globe's vision will con-
tinue as before, “to produce great theatre and to choose
stories that reflect a variety of interests and attitudes.”
In addition, through its education and outreach pro-
grams that serve nearly 50,000 children and adults, the
Globe will continue to foster the growth of future audi-
ences and artists.

“We do classic theatre, we do some cutting edge plays,
»y WE'Ve done 20 new musicals that have gone on to

but that’s not ily what we're known
R for?” says Spisto. “We're known for the kind of theatre

& that the majority of audiences in San Diego are going to
8 be interested in. We're trying to support our community

and its tastes as broadly as we can.

ﬁ Indeed, the Globe produces theatre of the highest cal-
2 iber, consistently providing San Diego theatregoers plays
i that are both provocative and entertaining. Plus, as the
’é- sixth largest regional theatre in the U.S. and the area’s

largest arts organization, the Globe has a $25 million
economic impact on San Diego. It's also one of the more
unusual regional theatres in that it offers productions
year-round.

Spisto reports that many in the Globe's audience have
been with them for generations. “They've grown up
here; this is part of the fabric of their lives,” he says. “It’s
terrific to see people, many who are well into their 80s,
continuing to enjoy the theatre experience on a regular
basis.”

- The Old Globe is located in Balboa Park right off El

Prado, between the San Diego Museum of Art and the
Museum of Man. For production and ticket informa-
tion, as well as for information on directions, parking,
dining and more, visit www.theoldglobe.org or call 619-
234-5623. -

Shari Rodriguez is a second generation San Diego native
and a seasoned writer and journalist.

She is the president and owner of Lemon Drop
Productians, an Event & Communications firm
(www.LemonDropProductians.cam).

Phnto Annual Summer Shakespeare Festival at the Globe’s open-air theater
www.lifeafter50.com
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ROBERTDUBACS MALEINTELLECT:

THE2ND COMING!

LYCEUM THEATRE/MIRACLE THEATRE PRODUCTIONS:
JUNE7-JULY13

Writer/actor/comedian Robrt Dubac presents
thesequelto his critically acclaimed show
TheMalelntellect:An Oxymoron?, whichwas
presented by MiracleTheatre Productions at
TheTheaterin Old Town for six monthsin 2005.
Inthis new, clever one-man show, deconstruct-
ingthefemale brainis just one of the many
challenges Dubacattemptstoresolve. With the
audiences’help, he also embarks on a mission
toseparate the truth from illusion and unravels
hype and’spin served up by politics, religion
andthe mediainan efforttosee the

bigger picture.

Fortickets, contactthe Lyceum Theatre at
619.544.1000

ANDREW LLOYDWEBBER'S CATS
BROADWAYSANDIEGO: JUNE3 ~JUNES

There's no better night of theatrethana
night with Andrew Lloyd Webber's timeless
melodies. In Catsthere is magic, mystery and
incredible costuming. Sureyou may have seen
it,butitmight be timetointroduce someone
new to the wonderful world of theatre.
Catsisone ofthe longest-running shows in
Broadway’s history and the winner of seven
Tony Awards® including Best Musical.
Fortickets contactthe CivicTheatreat
619.564.3000

2008SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

OLD GLOBETHEATRE: JUNE14 - SEPTEMBER 268
Director DarkoTresnjak returns for thefifth year
as the Old Globe's Shakespeare Festival Artistic
Director.This year's shows include Romeo and
Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsorand All's Well
that Ends Well. This trio brings togethera great
blend of comedy and tragedy: The classic
romance drama of two star-crossed lovers
(R&J).One of Shakespeare's so-called morality
playsfeaturing the over-the-top comicvillain
Falstaff of Henry IV fame (Windsor). And a
romantic comedy, with plenty of wit, humor
and poetry (All’s Well).

Fortickets contact the Old Globe Theatre at

619.23.GLOBE
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Old Globe Summer Shakespeare Festival
Opens Saturday and runs through Sept. 28
San Diego's Old Globe launches its multi-
award-winning fifth annual outdoor festival fea-
turing three Shakespeare plays — “Romea
and Juliet,” “The Merry Wives of Windsor” (pic-
tured) and “All's Well That Ends Well” — run-
ning in rotating repertory. Bring a blanket and
enjoy; 8 p.m. Tuesdays-Sundays; Lowell Davies
Festival Theatre, Old Globe complex, Balboa
Park, San Diego; $29-$64; (619) 234-5623 or
www.theoldglobe.org.

— Pam Kragen, arts editor
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“2008 Summer Shakespeare Festival”
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FRomeo and Jullet | Photo by Craig Schwartz
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Summer Shakespeare Festival An annu-
al outdoor celebration of the Bard offers
three classics in nightly rotation: “All's
Well That Ends Well,” “Romeo and Juliet”
and “The Merry Wives of Windsor.” See
www.theoldglobe.org for a performance
schedule. The Old Globe, 1363 Old Globe
Way, San Diego. Opens Sat.; ends Sept.
28. $20-$64. (619) 234-5623.
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Honk if you like art

Sure you can go on a vacation and soak up the sun, ride the waves, and jockey for a prime seat on the roller
coaster.

But why would you want to when you can go on vacation and take in theater, opera, dance and museums?

When the sun blazes down on our corner of the world, the arts embrace the citieé that surround us, such as
San Diego, Los Angeles and Santa Fe.

Here are a few ideas for idyllic arts vacations within a day's drive of the Old Pueblo:
Sedona
Classical music

e Red Rocks Music Festival, Sedona & Verde Valley Jewish Community Center, 100 Meadowlark Drive in
Sedona, and locations in Phoenix, Scottsdale and Anthem. Tickets and details: 1-877-733-7257 or online
www.redrocksmusicfestival.com.

Eight-event festival Aug. 23-31 starts out with the Paradisa Trio in a Sedona recital before going on the road
to Scottsdale and the Phoenix area. Final two concerts are at Sedona & Verde Valley Jewish Community
Center in Sedona.

Theater
e Shakespeare Sedona, Tlaquepaque Arts & Crafts Village, 1-800-768-9286 or www.shakespearesedona.com.

This company has steadily gained a reputation for the quality of its productions. It will present "The Merry
Wives of Windsor," "Richard II," and "The Taming of the Shrew" in repertory June 27-July 12.

California
San Diego
Theater

e The Old Globe, in The Old Globe complex in Balboa Park. Tickets are available at 1-619-234-5623 or go
online to www.theoldglobe.org.

Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet," "The Merry Wives of Windsor" and "All's Well that Ends Well" will be
performed in nightly rotation at the Globe's outdoor theater through Sept. 28. "The Pleasure of His
Company," a com- edy by Samuel Taylor, in collaboration with Cornelia Otis Skinner, is July 12-Aug. 17. The
comedy takes place in a tony San Francisco neighborhood, where a young socialite is preparing to marry
when her long-lost father shows up and throws a wrench into everyone's plans.

e La Jolla Playhouse, 2910 La Jolla Village Drive on the University of California-San Diego campus, via the
Revelle Entrance. Tickets available at 1-858-550-1010 or www.lajollaplayhouse.org.

"The Night Watcher," Charlayne Woodard's one-woman show about family, is July 1-27.
Visual arts
e San Diego Museum of Art, 1450 El Prado, in Balboa Park, 1-619-232-7931 or www.sdmart.org.

"Georgia O'Keeffe and the Women of the Stieglitz Circle" continues through Sept. 28. The show features
mature works by O'Keeffe and five other female modernists.

http://www.azstarnet.com/sn/printDS/244535 6/20/2008
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THEATER TIPS

what’'s going on

Diversionary Theatre has announced its 2008-2009 season and includes the fol-
lowing shows: David Zelinik's Yank/, a new musical (July 10—Aug 17); Jean-Paul
Sarte's No Exit (Sept 11 - Oct 5); Ricky Graham's Scrooge in Rouge (Nov 20
—Dec 21); Paul Oakley Stovall's As Much As You Can (Jan 8-25, 2009); Carol
Lynn Pearson's Facing East (Mar 19 —Apr 5) and Douglas Carter Beane's The
Little Dog Laughed (May 7 -31).

Yank!, the first show of the new season, is suffused with period songs (swing,
big band, boogie-woogie), and explores what stories get told in wartime and
how WWI] became the great catalyst in bringing gay men and women together.
This musical overlays a gay sensibility on a typical wartime crew to illustrate the
hell, internal and external, gay soldiers endured. Call for tickets at 619.220.0097
or visit diversionary.org.

lon Theatre Company will offer up Tennessee William's classic play A Streetcar
Named Desire (July 6 - August 2). Claudio Raygoza will direct and promises
to ignite the stage with a merging of live, jazz-inspired music with the play's
visual poetry. And he's brought in two of San Diego's finest actors to play the
leads: Monique Gaffney, a black actor will play Blanche (I'm certain, to perfec-
tion) while Matt Scott will take on the role of Stanley. | can feel the heat from
this one already so make sure you visit their website at iontheatre.com or call
them at 619.374.6894.

Compass Theatre is currently producing its second annual Resilience of the
Spirit Festival (June 26 ~ Aug 3). Including 15 plays about the power of the
human spirit with emphasis on discovery, confirmation, recovery and celebra-
tion. Twelve of these plays are world premieres. The Festival will include staged
readings, fully staged short plays and a fully staged full-length play presented
in cooperation with Broadway Kids of San Diego. The Festival will include local
playwrights such as Matt Thompson, Dallas McLaughlin, as well as proven
authors like William Shakespeare. Tickels are $15 - $18, with some discounts
available. Visit compasstheatre.com or call them up 619.688.9210.

La Jolla Playhouse is offering a one-woman play by Charlayne Woodard called
The Night Watcher (July 1-27). This is a Page-to-Stage workshop production.
In the play, Charlayne serves as Auntie to 30 nieces and nephews who struggle
with the many challenges facing teenagers today. Ring them up at 858.550.1010
or online at www.lajollaplayhouse.org. For those of you who have never been
to a Page-to-Stage production, be aware that you are experiencing a birth of a
play; it's an audience-inclusive development process. The actors may have been
given a new page of the script hours before the curtain goes up.

North Coast Repertory Theatre's current offering is J. T. Rogers’ Madagascar
(July 5 - Aug 3). This one is a taut and challenging drama about purity and
ideals where three Americans find themselves alone in three different periods

Romeo and Juliet

of time. The disappearance of a loved one connects this sorrowful trio as each
individual story comes to light. The character's stories weave back and forth
contradicting, clarifying, and deepening the resonance of each as they unfold.
Call the box office for tickets at 858.481.1055.

Cygnet Theatre Company will present David Grimm's Measure For Pleasure
(July 24 —Aug 31). Restoration comedy meets modern sex farce in this romantic
adventure, exploring the elusive nature of happiness and featuring mistaken
identities, duels and double-dealings, gay marriage and the obligatory sex
cave. Variety has said of the play: “This is an orgy to which all are graciously
invited." Tickets can be requested by phone 618.337.1525 or on their website

at www.cygnettheatre.com.

The Old Globe Theatre, aside from offering three shows in repertory for their
summer Shakespeare Festival (thru September), will offer Samuel Taylor's The
Pleasure of His Company (July 12—Aug 17). One of our own, Darko Tresnjak,
will direct this classic comedy that starred Fred Astaire and Debbie Reynolds in
the film version of the show. It's about young love, family expectations and the
promise of lifelong dreams fulfilled. Ticket information can be found online at
www.TheOldGlobe.org or by calling 619.23.GLOBE.

The Civic Theatre will offer up The Phantom of the Opera (July 16 - Aug 10);
don't miss it this time, or see it again for the second, third and fourth time by
visiting the website at www.sdbalboa.org or www.sandiegotheatres.org.

Lambs Players Theatre will present Charlayne Woodard's Pretty Fire (July
25 - Sept 7). It's a coming-of-age story and said to be a compelling journey of
family, faith and a young girl's delight in finding her true gift. Visit lambsplayers.
org for ticket information or call them at 619.437.0600.
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4th of July at Midway

July 4

USS Midway Museum

910 N. Harbor Dr,, San Diego
Loaking for a super cool spot to
watch SD's Big Bay 4th of July
fireworks extravaganza? Get as
close to the action as possible and
hop aboard Midway's flight deck for
a family adventure unlike any other.
619-544-9600 www.midway.org
& Wheelchair Accessinle

Del Mar Thoroughbred

Club Races

July 16 — September 3

(dark Tuesdays)

Del Mar Thoroughbred Club

2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd., Del Mar
The seaside track's 69th summer
of horsing around — for all serious-
ness and fun, fun, fun — offers just
about everything to those inclined
to spend a day "where the turf
meets the surf" in one of the
nation's resort capitals. From the
famous races, to concerts, to a chili
cook-off, Del Mar really heats up
summer in SD. 858-755-1141
www.dmtc.com

% Wheelchair Accessible

4if of July at USS Midway Museum

U.S Open Sandcastle Compelition

Old Globe Shakespeare
Festival

Through September 28
Lowel! Davies Festival Theatre
1363 Old Globe Way, San Diego
Running nightly in a beautiful
outdoor theatre, the Tony Award®-
winning Old Globe presents the
2008 Summer Shakespeare
Festival, featuring three of the
Bard's most beloved plays: Romeo
and Juligt, The Merry Wives of
Windsorand All’s Well That Ends
Well. 619-23-GLOBE
www.theoldglobe.org

& Wheelchair Accessible

U.S. Open Sandcastle
Gompetition

July 12 -13

Imperial Beach

Just 12 miles south of downtown
San Diego, you'll find the largest
sandcastle building competition in
the country. This year, the 28th
gdition of the U.S. Open Sandcastle
Competition brings you everything
from impressive, professional
sculptures, to kids' competitions,
plus 140 vendors for those who
want to stay out of the sand.
www.usopensandcastle.com
www.cityofib.com

All informalion subject lo change. Please contac! each indivrdual
evenl for up-te-tale schedules, prices and more information
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PHOTOBY CRAIG SCHWANTZ

Jamesi(night aid Stephanie Fieger starred in the Old Globe's 2007 Summer Shakespeare Festi-
val pruduct!un of “Measure for Measure” by William Shakespeare at the Lowell Davies Festival
Theatre. This year’s productions j_nc!gde 'fHomeu and Juliet” and “The Merry Wives of Windsor.”

THE OLD GLOBE THEATRE
1363 0ld Globe Way

San Diego

(619) 23101941 -

Through September

Shakespeare Festival

The Old Globe presents its annu-
al tribute to The Bard, William
Shakespeare. This year the the-
atre in the round brings such
classic tales as “Romeo and Juli-
et,” “All's Well That Ends Well,”
and “The Merry Wives of Wind-
sor.” Call for show times and tick-
et prices.
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“2008 Summer Shakespeare Festival”
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Alls Well | Photo by Cralg Schwartz
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Night & Day

a

July 3, 2008

WiLD LIFE Katie MacNichol (left), Eric Hoffmann and
Celeste Ciulla take Shakespeare to the frontier in “The Merry
Wives of Windsor." Director Paul Mullins’ production, part of
the Old Globe Theatre's Summer Shakespeare festival, is set
in the Old West. Craig Schwartz
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The Museum of Photographic Arts presents “Hu-
manitas: Images of India by Fredric Roberts”
through September 7, the result of a five-year
photographic adventure through India-Mumbai
and the state of Gujarat. Roberts documents the
everyday and the ceremonial aspects of Indian
life, “revealing the intimacy and community of
place.” 619-238-7559; mopa.org.
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Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical with nine lives,
Cats, pussyfoots into downtown’s Civic Theatre,
presented by Broadway/San Diego June 3-8. 619-
570-1100; broadwaysd.com.

Sinatra Sings Sinatra

The San Diego Symphony kicks off the 2008 Sum-
mer Pops season along the waterfront with its Tux
'n’ Tennies Gala and concert, June 14 at 8 in Em-
barcadero Marina Park South. Frank Sinatra Jr.
pays tribute to the music of his father with a pair
of concerts, June 27 and 28 at 7:30. 619-235-
0804; sandiegosymphony.com.

ar <

The Old Globe Theatre’s Summer Shakespeare
Festival starts June 14, with Romeo and Juliet, The
Merry Wives of Windsor and All's Well That Ends
Well running in repertory through September on
the Lowell Davies outdoor stage. 619-234-5623;
theoldglobe.org.
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All's fair

August 2008

COURTESY PHOTD

Love and war are virtually one and the same in William Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet part
of The Old Globe Theatre’s fifth annual Summer Shakespeare Festival. Here, Tybalt (Anthony von
Halle, extreme left) fights to-the finish with Mercutio, Romeo and Benvolio (Owiso Odera, Gra-
ham Hamilton and Michael Kirby, left to right) = moments later, he'll lose. “Romee and Juliet)”
staged in repertory with “The Merry Wives of Windsor” and “All’s Well That Ends Well}” runs at
the Globe’s Lowell Davies Festival Theatre through Sept. 28. Further information is available at
(619) 23-GLOBE or www,oldglobe.org.
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ADMIRE

theoldglcbe org

8/1: OPENING RECEPTION FOR ATHENAEUM'S
17TH ANNUAL JURIED EXHIBITION

An exquisite juried show at La Jollz's Athenaeum
Music and Arts Library, teaturing the work of
amrt‘who live, create or exhibit in San Diego

8/1 8/3: ENRAPTURED

WORKS BY MITCH DOBROWNER

Dobrowner's stunning fine art photos capture nature’s
mast extraordinary moments. Catch the compelling
exhibit's final three days at San Dizgo's Natural

History Museum in Balboa Pa

.sdnhm.org

8/1 10: THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA
Atimeless iale of love and despair, Andraw Lloyd
Webber's epic musical provides sn unforgetizble
evening of music and drama al the Civic Theatre,
Downtown, broadwaysd com

8/1-8/24: LA JOLLA MUSIC SOCIETY
SUMMERFEST

Teke in any (or all) of the 16 concerts that comorise
this naticnally-recognized chamber music 2
featuring 70 world-class artists and ensemoles
atultiple venues throughour La Jolls and
North Park. la]nllamusvcsocqety org

8/9: ART OF FASHION: TABLEAUX DE MODE
See Fashicn Careers College students' modern
interpretations of costumes worn in eight Furopaan
masterpieces from the parmanent colleciion of
paintings &t the Timken Art Museurn in Balboa Park,
timkenmuseum.org

8/13-17: A CHORUS LINE

Get that “cne, singular sensation,” as the
Broadway blockbuster high-kicks into town at
the heatre, Downtown braadwaysd com

8/15-8/31: SPRING AWAKENING

A powerful fusion of morality, sexuality and rock &
1ol cometa life in Spring Awakening. Winner of eight
Tony Awards including Best Musical, the Broadway
hit makes its west coast debut at the newly renovated
Balboa Thestre, Downtown. broadwaysd.com

GET OUT

8/7,14, 21, 28: WINES BY THE BAY

Enjoy an engaging jewelry/artisan bazaar, fine
wines, complimentary hots d'cevvres and live music
3t the Catamaran Resort Hotel in Mission Beach.
cztamalcnrescrt com

8/10: HILLCREST CITYFEST STREET FAIR

Fifth Avenue is hopping with arts and crafts, food,
wwo music stages, beer gardens anc 100,000 pecple.
freewebs.com/hilicrestbizz

8/16: STONE BREWING 12TH ANNIVERSARY
PARTY & INVITATIONAL BEER FESTIVAL
Escendido’s Stone Brewing Company hosts more
than 30 quest breweries on the Cal State San Marcos
3 wnebrew com

8/17: AERO-SOUL: AN EAST VILLAGE
CELEBRATION OF THE URBAN ARTS
This unigue block party event features five mural
peinting, & sneaker painting competition and
brnai'dam 9. artacademyofssndxego com
8/17: AMERICA'S FINEST CITY

HALF MARATHON

Cheer from the sidelines or run the 13-mile course
and tour the beautiful San Diego Bay. afchalf.com

8/20 8/24 FESTIVAL OF SAIL 2008
The Star of India and other magnificent vessels
navigate the San Dleqc Bay sdmaritime.org

8/24: 2ND ANNUAL SFAV CLASSY FlRE RUN
This 4-mile run/walk from La Jolla to Pacific Beach
oenefits the San Diego Fire Rescue Foundation.
stayclassy.org

daticnal

holldaybuw! com

EXTRAS

8/6-10: RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM &
BAILEY CIRCUS

“The greatest show on earth” comes tothe San Diego
Spons Arena. nnghng com

8/23 STYLE FESTIVAL

See the latest trends in fashicn, food, wine and spirits,
technolegy, interior design and luxury brands at

the Embarcaderc Marina Park North, Downtown
stylefestival.com
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August Family Fun

Groovy Girl Day. Bring your favorite Groovy
Girl Doll and have a fun time with dress-up,
up-do’s, makeup, polished nails, karaoke, games
and a crafi. Today, 1-3 pm. $25 per child. Call
to register. Snacks and drinks provided. Bears,
Buddies & Toys, 9832 Mission Gorge Rd.,
Santee.  www.bearsbuddiesandtoyssantee.com;
619-448-9008.

Animal Magic Show. Fearuring John Abram’s
magic, comedy, music and live animals. Today,
11-11:45 am. Free. Del Mar Branch Library,
1309 Camino Del Mar. 858-755-1666.
Shakespeare Festival. Don't miss three of the
Bard’s brilliant theatrical works: Romeo & Julier,
The Merry Wives of Windsor and All's Well Thar
Ends Well. Through Sept. 28. Tues.-Sun., 8
pm. See Website for show schedule. $42-$64.
Lowell Davies Festival Theatre, Balboa Park.
www.theoldglobe.org; 619-23-GLOBE.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey’s “Over the Top!”
Watch Ringmaster Chuck Wagner and
clown eccentric Tom Dougherty as
they. compete for control of o magical
top hat at this circus spectacular.
Aug. 6 & 7, 7:30 pm; Aug. 8,
11 am & 7:30 pm; Aug. 9, 11 am,
3:30 & 7:30 pm; Aug. 10, 1:30 &
5:30 pm. $16.50-582.50; opening
night, $12. San Diego Sports Arenag,
3500 Sports Arena Blvd., San Diego.

www.ringling.com; 619-220-TIXS.
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Del Mar Thoroughbred
Club Races

Through September 3
(dark Tuesdays)

Del Mar Thoroughbred Club

2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd., Del Mar
The seaside track's 69th summer
of horsing around - for all
seriousness and fun, fun, fun -
offers just about everything to
those inclined to spend a day
“where the turf mests the surf®

in one of the nation's resort
capitals, From the famous races,

to concerts, to a chili cook-off, Del
Mar really heats up summer in SD.
858-755-1141

www.dmic.com

& Wheelchair Accessible

Knott’s Soak City

Open daily

Soak City San Diego

2052 Entertainment Cir.

Chula Vista

Summer in SD just wouldn't be
the same without Knott’'s Soak City.
Take the plunge on The Pacific
Spin, La Jolla Falls, and Palisades
Plunge. Super cool.
619-661-7373
www.knotis.com/soakeity/SD

Old Globe

¥y

Det Mar Thoroughbred Club

Shakespeare Festival
Through September 28

Lowell Davies Festival Theatre
1363 Old Globe Way, San Diego
Running nightly in a beautiful
outdoor theatre, the Tony Award-
winning Old Globe presents the
2008 Summer Shakespeare
Festival, featuring three of the
Bard's most beloved plays: Romso
and Juliet, The Merry Wives of
Windsor and All’s Well That
Ends Well.

619-23-GLOBE
www.theoldglobe.org

$ Wheslchair Accessible

SEA LIFE Aquarium at
LEGOLAND Galifornia Resort
Grand opening August 11
LEGOLAND California Resort

1 LEGOLAND Dr., Carlsbad

It's finally here. North America's
first SEA LIFE Aquarium is not only
designed to be a child's guide to
the life of the sea featuring play
zones, fun facts and quiz trails,

but it also incorporates more than
72 LEGO models made of tens

of thousands of bricks. Plus, a
35-foot-long acrylic ocean tunne!
allows guests to walk through and
experience the Lost City of Atlantis
without ever getting wet.
760-918-5346
www.legolandca.com

®. Wheelchair Accessible

Sarped Jo

Summer Nights at SeaWorld

Dimuz de la Mer at SeaWorld Summer Nights

Through September 1

Nightly

SeaWorld

500 SeaWorld Dr., San Diego
Experience Summer Nights at
SeaWorld, featuring amazing animal
acrobatics at fgnight, big laughs at
Sea Lions Tonife, awesome energy
at Shamu Rocks, and mystical
creatures and mesmerizing feats

at Cirque de fa Mer.
800-25-SHAMU
www.seaworldsandiego.com

& Wheelchair Accessible

Vans Warped Tour 2008
August 14

Doors 11am, show 12pm

Cricket Wireless Ampitheatre

2050 Entertainment Cir.

Chula Vista

It's the season of summer festivals,
and Vans Warped Tour 2008 is sure
to rock. This year's lineup includes
Against Me!, Rise Against,
Angels and Airwaves, Gym
Class Heroes, and more.
619-671-3500
www.livenation.com

& Wheelchair Accessible

All Information subjec! o change. Please contact each individual
evenl for up-lu-date schedules, prices and more information.

Get the latest scoop at www.VisitThePlace.com
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FRIDAY AUGUST 1

Diversionary Theatre

Lands New Musical Yamk/
Yank!is a love song to Hollywood's it
takes one of every kind” platoon flicks and
to 1940's Broadway. Yank! tells the
story of @ war reporter named Stu and an
amy private named Mitch who fall in love
and struggle to Survive in a time and place
where the odds are stacked against them.

Suffused with period songs (swing, big -

band, boogie-woogie), it explores what
stories get told in wartime, and how WWil
became the great catalyst in bringing gay
men and women together. Yank/ will run
through Sunday, August 17. Performance
times are: Thursday at 7:30 pm, Friday
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 and
7 pm, Forinformation, call the Diversionary
box office at 619.220.0097 or log on to
diversionary.org.

The 0id Globe Theatre
Presents The Pleasure of

His Company

Inthe sophisticated comedy The Pleasure
of His Company, San Francisco debutante
Jessica Poole is planning her marriage
to Napa Valley cattle rancher Roger
Henderson, and hopes her father, the
international playboy "Pogo" Poole, whom
she hasn't seen in 15 years, will come to
give her away at the wedding. But his arival
disrupts the entire household as he tries
1o entice Jessica into traveling the world
with him, show up her fiancé, and win back
the affections of his ex-wife. While his
debonair style at {irst dazzles his daughter,
he soon comes to realize that charm alone
is no substitute for parental responsibility.
Performances through August 17.
Beginning at 8 pm. For more information
and tickets visit TheOldGlobe.org or phone
619.23.GLOBE.

The Old Globe Theatre
Presents The Merry Wives
OFf Windsor

The notorlous Sir John Falstaff steps out
of the world of court life to take up residence
in the country town of Windsor, There he
attempts to take advantage of his own
celebrity by seducing two happily married
wives. But once the wives (and their
husbands) find out the game that's afoot,
Shakespeare's fat knight may find the last
laugh to be on him. This sunny comedy
Is awash with wit, deception and the fun

to be had when one of literature’s most
beloved larger-than-life personalities makes
the mistake of underestimating small-town
folk. Beginning at 8 pm. For more
information and tickets visit TheOldGlobe.
arg or phone 619.23.GLOBE.

SATURDAY AUGHUST 2

Laughier Yoga

at Balboa Park

The only requirement is laughter for this
yoga session. No mat or special clothing
needed. Free. On the grass at Sixth Avenue
and Spruce Street, 1549 El Prado, Balboa
Park. From 9 until 10 am, for more
information phone 619.255.4622.

East Village Farmers Market
East Village Farmers Market; San Diego's
newest and most eclectic farmers market
is now open in Downtown's East Village
neighborhood. The East Village Farmers
Market features one of the best and
freshest selections of fruits and
vegetables in town, in addition to an
assortment of general merchandise. The
East Village Farmers Market Is located
on Eighth Avenue between Market and
@ streets. From 9 am until 3 pm.

The Men @ The Genter
Summer Pool Party Serles
Join The Men @ The Center and

&3

iﬁe Oi Globe Theatre presents (above from left to right)

Romeo and Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsor and AN Well That Ends Well,

Gentlernen's Martini Night for a pool parly.
The pool party series has been a splashing
success. At each pool party hundreds of
men get together for food, drinks,
swimming and lots of fun. The party is
from 1- 5 pm and located at a private
home in Mission Hills. Food is catered by
the all new Hula’s Restaurant and open
bar is sponsored by Tommy Bahama Rum.
DJ Steven Oliveri (NY/Fire Island/San
Diego) will be spinning hot music at the
party. Tickets are $25 and are avallable
online. Space is limited, tickets are
selling out fast. For tickets and more
information visit thecentersd.org or
phone 619.692.2077 ext. 104,

Diverslonary Theatre
Presents Yank/

Yank!is alove song to Hollywood's “tt takes
one of every kind" platoon flicks and to
1940s Broadway. For more detail and
performance times see Friday, August 1.
For information, call the Diversionary box
office at 619.220.0097 or log on to
diverslonary.org.

“The Old Giohe Theatre

Presents All's Well Thai
Ends Well

Helena secretly loves Bertram. He's of
noble birth, while she's just a doctor's
daughter. When the king becomes ill of a
deadly disease, she offers him a miracle
cure if he will grant her the husband of her

-

choice. After he agrees and she chooses
the unwilling Bertram, she finds that
marriage and requited love are, sadly,
worlds apart. Beginning at 8 pm. For more
information and tickets visit TheOldGlabe.
arg or phone 619.23.GLOBE.

The 0ld Globe Theatre
Previews Sight Unseen

In Donald Margulies' Sight Unseen,
Jonathan Waxman is a celebrated American
artist who yeams for something more in
life. When he fravels to England for his first
European retrospective, he decides to visit
his original muse and former lover, Patricia,
whom he selfishly dismissed 15 years
earlier. Waxman, whose work commands
astronomical prices "sight unseen," wants
to rediscover the passion and creativity
that once fueled his work. But the visit—
along with a troubling interview with a
German art eritic who questions his motives
as a Jewish painter—Ieads to an
unexpected crisis of identity, This Incisive
and humorous Pulitzer Prize-nominated
and Obie Award-winning play deals with
race, religion and the meaning of art.
Performances through September 7. For
more information and fickets visit
TheOldGlobe.org or phone 619.23.GLOBE.

The Old Globe Theatre
Presents The Pleasure of
HiIs Company

For description see August 1. Two shows:
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ARTS CALENDAR

EVENTS

Fripay, Aug 15 - CONCERT
La JoLLa Music SOCIETY SUMMERFEST 2008

Enjoy 16 concert performed by 70 of the world's best musicians dur-
ing this tribute to the most revered composers of all time. For more
details, please see website. Organization: La Jolla Music Society
Information:  (868) 459-3724 www.LaJollaMusicSociety.org Cost;
$15.00- $75.00 Where: Stephen and Mary Birch North Park Theatre,
2891 University Ave., San Diego, Venue Phone - (619) 239-8836

FriDAY, AUG 15 - EXHIBIT
AERIAL PORTRAITS OF THE AMERICAN WEST

John Shelton, author of the classic Geology lllustrated, will have a
selection of his magnificent works on display. This exhibition marks the
first time these images have been shown to the public. Organization:
San Diego Natural History Museum Information: (619} 255-0195
www.sdnhm.org Cost: $4.00- $9.00 When: Hours: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Where: San Diego Natural History Museum, 1788 El Prado, San Diego,
92101, Venue Phone - (618) 232-3821

FriDAY, AUG 15 - EXHIBIT
BEYOND REASONABLE DROUGHT

This exhibition explores the long-term interaction of culture and cli-
mate, focusing on human adaptation and water from prehistoric to pres-
ent times. Organization: San Diego Museum of Man Information: (619)
239-2001 www.museumofman.org Cost: No Details Available When:
Hours: 10:00 AM - 4:30 PM Where: Museum of Man, 1350 El Prado,
Balboa Park, San Diego, 82101, Venue Phone - (618} 239-2001

FRIDAY, AUG 15 - EXHIBIT
PEOPLE, POSTERS, AND POLITICS

This special exhibition features the work of the distinguished
Chinese artist and scholar Yang Xianrang from Shandong Province.
Yang implements the traditional Chinese art of woodblock printing.
Organization: Museum of Man Information: (619) 238-2001 Cost: No
Details Available When: Hours: 10:00 AM - 4:30 PM Where: Museum
of Man, 1350 El Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego, 92101, Venue Phone -
(619) 239-2001

FRIDAY, Auc 15 - EXHIBIT
AcTive DUty

Artist Owen Mundy, once a photographer in the Navy, uses his per-
sonal experiences to look at the transformation of generations of men
through military Basic Training to create this new body of work.
Organization; California Center for the Arts Information: (800) 988-4253
www.artcenter.org Cost: $3.00- $5.00 When: Hours: 10:00 AM - 4:00

PM Where: California Center for the Arts, 340 N. Escondido, Escondido,
92025, Venue Phone - (619) 738-4138

Fripay, AuG 15 - CONCERT
Jazz IN THE PARK

This highly popular concert series returns for its twenty-third year!
Bring the family and sit under the stars as you enjoy great music, fresh
air and fun times! Organization: City of Carlsbad Cultural Arts Office
Information: (760} +434-2904 www.carlsbadca.gov Cost: No Cost
When: Hours: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Where: Calavera Hills Park, 2997
Glasgow Drive, Carlsbad, 92008

Fripay, Aug 15 - EXHIBIT -
ELEANOR ANTIN: HISTORICAL TAKES

This exhibition is the first to collect the works of artist Eleanor Antin’s
recent series of large-scale tableaux photographs based on Greek and
roman history and mythology together. Organization: San Diego
Museum of Art Information: Jai Black (618) 702-3549
jblack7569@cox.net Cost: $4.00- $10.00 When: Hours: 10:00 AM - 6:00
PM Where; San Diego Museum of Art, 1450 El Prado, Balboa Park, San
Diego, 92134, Venue Phone - (618) 2321975

AU [RR1e} Bopl rat @ oo 6

Fripay, Aug 15 - EXHIBIT
GeoRGIA O'KEEFFE AND THE WWOMEN OF THE STIEGLITZ CIRCLE

This exhibition features more than 80 paintings and drawings by
Georgia O'Keefe, as well as the works of a wide array of women simi-
larly promoted by O'Keefe’s husband, artist Alfred Stieglitz.
Organization: San Diego Museum of Art Information: (619) 232-7931
www.sdmart.org Cost: $4.00- $10.00 When: Hours: 10:00 AM - 6:00
PM Where: Museurn of Art, 1450 El Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego,
92134 :

FriDAY, AuG 15 - THEATER
SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

The most thrilling Shakespeare festival yet will be held this year, with
Romeo and Juliet, The Merry Wives of Windsor, and All's Well the Ends
Well taking the center stage in our beautiful outdoor theatre.
Organization: The OId Globe Information: (619) 239-2255
http:/Avww.theoldglobe.org/ Cost: No Details Available Where: The Old
Globe, 1363 Old Globe Way, Balboa Park, San Diego, 92101, Venue
Phone - (619) 239-2255

SATURDAY, AuG 16 - SPECIAL EVENT
FAMILY STORYTELLING

Join us as professional storyteller Harlynne Geisler will weave fanci-
ful tales around Museum masterpieces. This lively and educating pro-
gram gives the whole family exciting new ways to look at art.
Organization: Timken Museumn Information: (619) 239-5548
www.timkenmuseum.org Cost: No Cost When: Starts: 11:00 AM
Where: Timken Museum, Balboa Park, San Diego, 92134, Venue Phone
- {619) 239-5548



e Bottomline

Aug 15, 2008

August 15-28, 2008

FRIDAY AUGUST 15

Yiall Of Honor Ceremaony

at The Genter

The San Diego LGBT Community Center
and the Imperial Gourt de San Diego host
the Fiith Annual San Diego LGBT Com-
munity Wall of Honor Ceremony in The Cen-
ter Auditorium, 3909 Centre Street. The
2008 Honorees are Fred Acheson, Larry
Baza, Dr. Michael Clark, Phyllis Jackson,
George Murphy and Frank Stiriti. The Wall
of Honor was created in 2004 by Nicole
Murray-Ramirez, The Imperial Court de San
Dlego and The Center to recognize and cel-
ebrate those San Diego LGBT communily
members and allies who have had a sig-
nificant positive impact upon the commu-
nity. For more information contact Terry
Bishop at tblshop@thecentersd.org or
619.692.2077, ext. 209,

Diversionary Theaire
Presents Yank!

Yank!is a love song to Hollywood's "It takes
ane of every kind" platoon flicks and to
1940's Broadway. Yank! tells the story of
awarreporier named Stu and an army pri-
vate named Mitch who fallin love and strug-
gle to survive Ina time and place where the
odds are stacked against them. Suffused
with period songs (swing, big band, boo-
gie-woogie), it explores what stories get told
in wartime, and how W\l became the great
catalyst in bringing gay men and women
together Yan/! will run through Sunday,
August 17. Performance times are Thurs-
day at 7:30 pm, Friday and Saturday at 8
pm, Sunday at 2 and 7 pm. For informa-
tion, call the Diversionary box office at
619.220.0097 or log on to diversionary.org.

The Oid Globe Theatre
Presents Romeo and Julist
The most thrilling Shakespeare festival
yet begins with swords clashing, duets
danced, oaths of love sworn and treach-
erous sleeping potions swallowed—in
the greatestlove story of all ime. The Mon-
tague and Capulet families have been faud-
ing for years. When young Romeo Mon-
tague and Juliet Capulet meet by
chance—Shakespeare's “star-cross'd
lovers” defy their entire world to be together,
with the help of Juliet's flighty Nurse and
Romeo's cunning advisor Friar Laurence.
This romance of the ages has inspired count-
less adaptations—ifrom film to opera to

The Old Globe Theatre presents Jerry Herman's
Broadway for one night only, Saturday August 23.

Broadway musicals like West Wide Story.
Beginning at 8 pm. For more information
and tickets visit TheOldGlobe.org or phone
619.23.GLOBE.

The Old Glohe Theatre
Presents Sight Unseen

In Donald Margulies' Sigit Unsesr;, Jonathan
Waxman s a celebrated American artist
who yeams for something mere in life. Whien
he travels to England for his first Euro-
pean refrospective, he decides to vistt his
originat muse and former lover, Patricla,
whom he selfishly dismissed fifteen years

earlier. Waxman, whose work commands
astronomical prices “sight unseen,” wants
fo rediscover the passion and creativity that
once fueled his work. But the visit—along
with a froubling interview with a German

art critic who questions his motives as a -

Jewish painter—leads to an unexpected
crisis of identity. This inclsive and humor-
ous Pulitzer Prize-nominated and Obie
Award-winning play deals with race, reli-
gion and the meaning of art, Performances
through September 7. For more informa-
tion and tickets visit TheOldGlobe.org or
phone 619.23.GLOBE.

SATURDAY AUGUST 18

San Diego Front Runners

Front Runners provides running and walk-
ing activities for the LGBT community. Meet
every Monday and/or Wednesday at the
southeast comer of Sixth and Laure! under
the big free in Balboa Park at 6 pm or every
Saturday at 8 am. For more information
contact frwsd.org.

Laughter Yoga at Balboa Park
The only requirement is laughter for this
yoga session. No mat or special clothing
needed. Free. Onthe grass at Sixth Avenue
and Spruce Street, 1549 El Prado, Balboa
Park. From 9 until 10 am, for more infor-
mation phone 619.255.4622,

Gity Heights Farmers Mariet
One of San Diego's newest Farmers Mar-
kets. Enjoy great (healthy) food and live
enteriainment. The market s located at Fair-
mont and Wightman streets,

East Village Farmers Market
EastVilage Farmers Market—San Diego’s
newest and most eclectic farmers market
is now open in Downtown's East Village
neighborhood, The East Village Farmers
Market features one of the best and fresh-
est selections of fruits and vegetables in
town, in addition to an assortment of gen-
eral merchandise. The East Village Farm-
ers Market is located on Eighth Avenue
between Marketand G streets. From 3 am
until 3 pm.

The Old Globs Theatre
Presents Sight Unseen

For dstailed listing see August 15. Perfor-
mance begins at 2 and 8 pm. For mare
information and tickets visit TheQldGiobe.org
or phone 619.23.GLOBE.

The Oid Globe Theatre
Presents Romeo and Jdiet
For description see August 15. Performance
begins at 8 pm. For more information and
tickets visit TheQldGlobe.org or phone
619.23.GLOBE.

Diversionary Thealre
Presents Yank!

Yank/is alove song to Hollywood's “it takes
one of every kind" platoon flicks and to
1940's Broadway. For more detall and per-
formance times see August 15. For infor-
mation, call the Diversionary box office at
619.220.0097 or log on todiversionary.org.

Horih Park Summer Concerts
The North Park Community Asscciation's
Free Summer Concerts take place at 28th
&Thom Streets at Bird Park (north east cor-
ner of Balboa Park's Morley Feld). Tonight's
concert features The Hayriders
(Rockabilly/Roots/Americana).

SUNDAY AUGLST 17

Hilcrest Farmers Mariet
Enjoy San Diego’s best and Hilcrest's favorite
farmers market, On Normal Strest next to
the DMV in Hillcrest. Rain or shine! Produce,
crafts, food and entertainment.

Diversionary Theafre

Lands Yani!

Yank/is alove song to Hollywood's “it takes
one of every kind" platoor: flicks and to
1940s Broadway. For more detail and per-
formance times see August 15. For Infor-
mation, call the Diversionary box office at
619.220.0097 or log on to diversionary.org.

The 0id Globe Theaire
Preseuts Sight Unseen

For detailed listing see August 15. Perfor-
mances begin at 2 and 7 pm. For more
information and tickets visit TheOldGlobe.org
or phane 619.23.GLOBE.

The 0id Giobe Theatre
Presents e Memy Wives

Of Windsor

The notorious Sir John Falstaff steps
out of the world of court life to take up
residence in the country town of Wind-
sor, There he attempts to take advan-
tage of his own celebrity by seducing
two happily married wives. But once the
wives (and their husbands) find out the

Bsignkl 15.24% 2908 Tha Ratamiine - T7
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CRA1G SCHWARTZ

‘ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL’: It runs af the Old Globe in San Diego until Sept. 28.
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For more Playbill listings, go to utstreet.
com.

THEATER/OPERA
CRITIC'S CHOICE

‘All's Well That Ends Well’ Shake-
speare must've had a hangover when he
wrote this “problem play,” which fairly
winces and sighs at humans' moral |
shortcomings and wields a cranky-sense
of humor.-But-director DarkoTresnjak-
finds a nice balance with this-almost
anti-romantic story of a determined
woman pursuing a reluctant, status-
conscious French count. Bruce Turk has
an especially amusing turn as a foppish,
yellow-bellied solider. Lowell Davies
Festival Theatre at the Old Globe, 1363
0ld Globe Way. Through Sept. 26. (619)
234-5623, theoldglobe.org. $29-S64.
(James-Hebert)

WILD L &?“E Katie MacNichol (Ieft) Erlc Hoffmann and
Celeste Ciulla take Shakespeare to the frontier in “The Merry
Wives of Windsor." Director Paul Mullins' production, part of
the Old Globe Theatre's Summer Shakespeare festival, is set -
m the Old West. szgSchwaﬂz
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Bring in the Clowns! And Iraly!
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throughout San Diego County.
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Welton ;J’o:es“
Business Directory

. : Other than the occasional burst of poetry and some swaggering
Find services and more: ‘

second bananas, there’s just not much to celebrate in “All’s Well Be Seen!
That Ends Well.” -
Popular Searches It’s an extended dirty joke. the one about the bride who must trick
Poweraoy PremisrGlide her lawful husband into sleeping with her before he’ll accept the
marriage. Maybe not very funny now, but it worked fairly well for
Featured ) .' R o . o e
Sporis: Shakespeare’s audience, which was so preoccupied with virginity
Mariners pound Padres and fidelity. .
SEATTLE 9, SAN DIEGO 2 i ) o Advertise
L 29 2008 But even Shakespeare got tived of it before it all worked out. By the with us
] time it’s all sorted out, the plot has become so mechanical, the bride
Main Menu 50 monomaniacal and the husband so despicable that nobody much sandiego.com
Home 3 619-220-8601
cares.
Apartments

Except maybe Darko Tresnjak, the director of the AWTEW which
Aut - x o
utos has opened the Old Globe Theatre’s summer Shakespeare season (the
sandiego:com Blogs 60th?) at the outdoor Lowell Davies Festival Theatre.
Business Directory ) R . . .

Tresnjak, bless him, has a taste for Shakespeare’s also-rans —
Classifieds

“Pericles,” “Two Noble Kinsmen,™ *Titus Andronicus™ - and
CGoupons AWTEW certainly qualifies. But even he, too, eventually gets tired
Contests of this play’s rancid plot and brings in the slapstick.

City News Roundup i . 4 % i
. The early part of the play is set in France, where the daughter of a

Events i s 3 g « 5
famed surgeon offers the dying king a cure based on her late father’s
Farum secret techniques if she can have as husband any man she picks.
Fun & Games . .
The deal is done, the cure works and this Helena chooses Bertram,

Hotel Guide . . " .
. the spoiled son of her noble employer. A twit to the core, Bertram is

Jobs churlish. rude and reluctant until the king must force the match. OK,
Movies says he. but I’ll never consummate the marriage until she gets this
Sitemap ring from my finger and conceives a child by me.

Real Estate He's oft to the war and Helena follows him, watching for her chance.

Relocation Guide And. thank goodness, the war’s in Italy, where they sing and dance
Travel Guide and live it up a bit. And it’s the Italian scenes that bring Tresnjak’s
Weather AWTEW to life.

Article Topics tl'his show tfﬂ(es place 501'n.€time in the late 1911} Cer‘ltury, S0 L‘hc look
e is operetta-farce. And waiting to welcome the faltering story into

- Italy is a kaleidoscopic street scene, a rousing Florentine chorale and

Beach Life an enormous chalky replica of Florence's most famous son,
Business Michelangelo’s 17-foot “David.” complete with explicit genitalia
Business - Networking right at face level for passersby.
Consumer Don’t expect the sublime grace of the original. This thing is clunky,
Dining out of proportion and, well, rather aggressively smutty. But it helps
History float the show, somehow, and eventually everybody is dashing about.
Experience intent upon the clanking plot resolution. And all does end well
Music because, in this version, the king gets laid too.
Opinion (So do Bertramn and Helena but, really. who cares? She’s just another
Nightlife in the fong line of lovey Shakespearean heroines — Portia, Hero. Julia

http://www.sandiego.com/option,com_sdca/target,7483aeb3-fd9c-4ada-b3el-bfac0222acbe/  7/1/2008
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Sports in “Two Gents,” ete. — who get stuck with jerks. Shakespeare, whose
Television own wite, eight years his elder, gave birth six months after their

wedding. never was much for marital bliss. The happiest wedded
couple in his plays probably was the Macbeths.)
sandiego.com Polls Helena is an ice goddess, as played here by Kimberly Parker Green,

Currently no polls available to
vote

spreading his wild oats and bragging about it.

It’s the older generation that’s interesting: James R. Winker as a

and Graham Hamilton gamely makes Bertram into a rich kid

SanDiego.com Links ) o c
: waspish monarch, Kandis Chappell as a serenely dignified countess-
Airport Info R . T
mother, Charles Janasz as a lively courtier and Celeste Ciulla as an
Arts Events R . . 7 i
opportunistic Florentine landlady with a nubile daughter. (Vivia Font
Concerts plays that daughter with earthy sparkle that easily eclipses old

Restaurants Helena.)

Sport Events . . ) R
And the clowns are luscious, so artful and alive that they don’t seem
Surf Report - i
ounree to understand that these are second-rate parts. Bruce Turk, as the

Tide Report swaggering braggart Parolles that anybody of good sense sees

Traffic Report through instantly (Bertram, predictably. doesn’t) gives such a
Transit Information polished. subtle and ultimately appealing performance that he nearly
f =

steals the show from Eric Hoffman, outrageous as the clever country
rogue Lavatch.

A gaggele of guys including Nat Mclntyre, Kerm McFadden. John
Keabler, Michael Kirby, Anthony von Halle and Sloan Grenz do
laudable service as the all-purpose soldiers, especially the ones most
involved in the plot to expose Parolles.

The uniforms don’t quite work but everything else on Linda Cho’s
costune rack is appropriate and mostly flattering. Ralph Funicello’s
all-purpose Shakespeare set holds this show comfortably, though [
wish 1 were sure that mangled “David™ was on purpose.

York Kennedy’s lights are at his usual standard and the music, by
Christopher R. Walker, is more juicy than this play deserves.

A final word about Tresnjak’s direction. He really does create a
flowing stage picture of balanced energy and economic, graceful
effect. Our audiences are fortunate to have him as a guide to the dark
corners of Shakespeare’s trunk.

DOWNLOAD PROGRAM HERE

DOWNLOAD CAST LIST HERE

Dates : Various through Sept. 26, 2008.

Organization : Old Globe Theatre

Phone 1 619 234-5623

Production Type : Play

Region : Balboa Park

URL : www.oldglobe.org

Venue : Lowell Davies Festival Theatre, Balboa Park, San Diego

About the author: Welton Jones has been reviewing shows for 30
vears as of October 2007, 35 of those vears at the UNION-TRIBUNE
and, now, six for SANDIEGQ.COM where he wrote the first reviews
to appear on the site.

More by this author.

Share this article
by e-mail - del.icio.us - digg this - stumbleupon - reddit - spurl

Subscribe to Arts
S .

]
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July 31, 2008

All's Well That Ends Well
Most of Shakespeare’s romantic
comedies begin with an arranged
marriage: the female’s father
chooses for her. But what if the
golden slipper were on the other
foot? What if the woman — Helena
in All’s Well — were free to name
her mate with the King’s blessing?
And what if her intended — rich
young Bertram — flat refuses en-
forced wedlock and would rather
go to war than marry beneath his
station? In effect, Shakespeare takes
a social given of the time and
dumps it on its ear. Helena persists;
Bertram flees (and becomes a lying
womanizer); then she really per-
sists. At the Old Globe, director
Darko Tresnjak relocates the play
in Victorian times, which allows
Linda Cho to dress the cast in cold,
formal charcoals, the soldiers in
bright red and black. Tresnjak
counters the stiff-upper-lip surface
with bawdy touches, including a
frontal view of Michelangelo’s Go-
liath-sized statue David upstage
(and upstaging all below). As
Bertram and Helena, Graham
Hamilton and Kimberly Parker
Greene are adequate. The fun’s in
the secoridary roles: Jim Winker’s
crotchety King (“wrapped in dis-
mal thinkings”), Kandis Chappell,
Charles Janasz, and music-voiced
Celeste Ciulla. Bruce Turk is spe-
cial as Parolles who, like Helena,
becomes a threat to the male-dom-
inated social order. Over the years,
audiences and critics have had a
“problem” with the play. But1
never have. It’s perplexities are
much more lifelike than most of
the happy-enders (how many wed-
dings have you attended where
people whisper, “Give it six
months” and are being opti-
mistic?). All may be well that ends
well, but at the ending of All’s Well,
Helena and Bertram have only just
begun.

Worth a try.

OLD GLOBE THEATRE, 1363 OLD GLOBE
WAY, BALBOA PARK. 619-234-5623.
THURSDAYS, 8 P.M. FRIDAYS, 8 P.M.
SATURDAYS, 8 P.M. SUNDAYS, 8 P.M.
TUESDAYS, 8 P.M. WEDNESDAYS, 8
P.M. THROUGH SEPTEMBER 28.

All Well That Ends Well
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The anatomy of obsession, the drive for fame

by Jean Lowerison

‘All’s Well That Ends

Well’

7 he Bard, who told us “the course of
%4 true love never did run smooth,”
“1 shows us in Alls Well That Ends
Welithe depths a woman can be driven

to by obsession.

The Shakespearean piece plays
through Sept. 17 in repertory with
Romeo and Julietand The Merry Wives
of Windsor at this summer's
Shakespeare festival on the Lowell
Davies Festival Stage. Festival artistic
director Darko Tresnjak directs All's Well.

Alls Well is considered one of the
Bard's “problem” plays because it falls
into the cracks between comedy and
tragedy. Whereas the other two plays
this summer represent the comic and
tragic aspects of love, All’s Wellis bitter-
sweet at best and much more troubling
in its assertions about what a woman is
willing to do to marry the man of her
choice, and what a man is willing to do
to escape.

Probably inspired by the story of
Giletta of Narbonne in Boccaccio’s
Decameron, Alls Well gives us Helena
(Kimberly Parker Green), daughter of a
recently deceased physician and now
ward of the Countess of Rossilion
(Kandis Chappell), who falls hopelessly
and one-sidedly in love with the
Countess’ son Bertram (Graham
Hamilton). Bertram not only rebuffs her
but is downright cruel.

But her obsession is such that she will

not take no for an answer. She follows
Bertram to'the French court, where she
devises a plan to use her father's reme-
dies to cure the king of a possibly fatal
ailment, bargaining with him: if she fails,
she forfeits her life; if she succeeds, she
wants the right to name her husband.

The king recovers. Aghast at the shot-
gun marriage that is his lot, Bertram
plans to leave immediately with buddy
Paralles (Bruce Turk) for the war in
Florence. He sends a message to
Helena that he will never mamy her until
she wears a ring he now has on his fin-
ger and carries his child, stating that nei-
ther will ever come to pass. He also
sends a note to his mother stating he will
never belong to a wife forced upon him.

But even that doesn't stop her, and
while feminists in the audience will be
screaming “Good riddance,” Helena
charges ahead with an even sillier plan
(though, on reflection, perhaps no sillier
than some the ladies of “Sex in the City”
are capable of).

Though this plot, being neither fish
nor fowl and proposing a dim view of
the ethics of both genders, may be a bit
of a hard sell for a summer evening,
Tresnjak has mounted a handsome pro-
duction. The versatile set - all dark
wooad, stairs and doors —will be used for
all three productions; in this case, Linda
Cho's beautiful Edwardian-inspired cos-
tumes and rich looking teal curtains and
upholstery add to the opulent lpok.

Shakespeare is seldom without a
fool, even in “serious” works. All's Well
boasts two: Bertram'’s buddy, the garru-
lous opportunist Parolles, given a won-
derfully comic reatling by Bruce Turk

e R B

Bruce Turk as ‘Parolles’ and Globe Associate Artist Charles Janasz as “Lord Lafew” in The Old Globe's
Summer Shakespeare Festival production of ‘All's Well That Ends Well.!

Ryan Lee (Drake), Carlos Darze (Lewis), and Jett
Anthony Miler (Tokio) star in the New Village Arts
Thealre’s production of ‘Golden Boy."

and terific costumes by Cho; and
Lavatch, the roly-poly servant of the
countess, played with great comic tim-
ing by Eric Hoffmann.

Chappell's solid performance as the
Countess anchors this production with
a humanity to counterbalance the bad
behavior of the young couple. Hamilton
has the unenviable job of playing a cad,
and does it well; Green the even more
thankless one of playing the aggrieved
party who lacks the brains to stop
before she makes things worse.

Vivia Font is convincing as Diana,
part of Helena's second plot to ensnare
Bertram. Celeste Ciulla is also excellent
as Diana's mother.

The trio of plays in this year's
Shakespeare festival has a theme, says
Festival artistic director Darko Tresnjak.
“They are plays about desire. Tragic and
triumphant in Romeo and Juliet, comic
in The Merry Wives of Windsor, and bit-
tersweet in All's Well That Ends Well.”

Alls Well That Ends Wellplays in rola-
tion with Romeo and Juliet and The
Merry Wives of Windsor through Sept.
28 at the Lowell Davies Festival Stage.
For tickets all 619-233-5623 or visit
www.iheoldglobs.org.

‘Golden Boy’

talented violinist decides to make
ﬁa Faustian bargain in Clifford
Odets' 1937 classic Golden Boy,
ina dazzling production through July 13
at-New \Village Arts Theatre. Joshua
Everett Johnson directs.
sJoe Bonaparte (Michael Zlotnik), son
of agentle ltalian immigrant fruit peddier,
grew up in New York, picked on for his
small size, laughed at for his funny name
and ridiculed for his love of playing the

violin. Though he loves music, he craves
respect and, let's admit it, revenge.

* “For the past few years, unbeknownst

1o his father, Joe has been working out
in agym and has discovered a talent for
boxing. Now he presents himseif to fight
promoter Tom Moody (Manny
Fernandes) as a replacement for

. Moody's scheduled lightweight, who
"has broken a hand sparring.

Joe's need for recognition and
Moody's desperation combine to give
Joe his pugilistic break. To Moody's sur-
prise, the kid wins, and Moody and
trainer Tokio (Jeff Anthony Miller) take
on the nurture and marketing of the
promising new golden boy.

Success brings attention: Eddie
Fuseli, gambler and gunman, played to
scene-stealing, scenery-chewing' per-
fection by Joshua Everett Johnson,
wants {0 buy a piece of him. Even
Moody's girlfriend Lorna (Amanda
Sitton) shows interest, and a bit more.

He begins to acquire the trappings of
success: a fast new car, which he
drives recklessly; fancy clothes; a press
corps following. Soon he will be forced
to choose between the muse and the
ring, art and commerce, his fathers
wishes and the anger he feels the need
to work out. E

Golden Boy has a temific cast,
anchored by several outstanding per-
formances. Femandes is terrific as the
fast-talking, cigar-chomping Moody, who
sees Joe as his ticket to financial stability.

Sitton is heartbreaking as the conflict-
ed Loma, tired of playing second string
to Moody's wife, who gets what may be
one. last chance to grab happiness.

Paoppick impresses as the quietly dig-
nified Mr. Bonaparte, saddened by his
son's chaices. .

Zotnik's Joe, the musician with the
mighty fists, convinces in his transition
from obscure musician to press darling.

Golden Boy can be seen as allegory,
cautionary tale or family saga, but at
heart it's a tale about the decision to sell
out for success. Odets himself could
relate to the struggle between art and
commerce in the play: he periodically
went off to write in more lucrative but
less satisfying Hollywood pastures.

This play hias everything, including a
large cast, several locations and three
acls, a combination that makes it diffi-
cult to produce. New Village Arts is'up
to the challenge. Don't miss this Golden
Boy, one of the year's best productions.

Golden Boy plays through July 13 at
New Village Arts Theatre. Shows
Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m.;
matinees Saturday at 3 and Sunday at

-2 p.m. For tickets call 760-433-3245 or

visit www.newvillagearts.org. ®
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‘Als Well’ is more than meets the eye

Bv GHARLENE BALDRIDGE | Dovwwrown News

Here's a rare commodity fes-
tooned in smashing style and put
before ravished eyes upon the
Lowell Davies Festival Theatre in
Balboa Park.

What a grand idea for the Old
Globe Shakespeare Festival to
invite the return of several associ-
ate artists and put them in compa-
ny with the last few seasons’ best,
thus imbuing the 2008 festival with
a welcome luster and depth.

Perhaps there is no better setting
for associate artist Kandis Chap-
pell than this difficult play, in which
she portrays the widowed Count-
ess of Rossillion. Strength has
always been Chappell’s long suit,
and in this important role she
delivers authority, maturity and
passion, making pale Hollywood
actors’ recent screen portrayals of
regal women. Associate artist
Jonathan McMurtry provides
understated comfort in every word
and motion as Reynaldo, the noble-
woman's steward.

Director Darko Tresnjak, who is
also Festival and Old Globe artistic
director, surrounds Chappell and
McMurtry with quality. There are
numerous body language sub-
tleties that indicate subplots of
their own, had Shakespeare
explored them. There are other
less subtle visual aspects that por-
tend hysteria over the artistic glo-
ries of Florence, notably represent-
ed by Michelangelo’s “David.”

In Tresnjak’s hands, Shake-
speare’s exploration of vainglori-
ous tin soldiering is absolutely deli-
cious, especially as embodied by
Bruce Turk in the character of
Parolles, dressed in feathered
headgear and searching for his lost

drum. The director and young,
well-spoken Italian soldiers, played
by USD/Old Globe MFA students
Anthony von Halle, Sloan Grenz
and John Keabler, are further
boosted by costume designer Linda
Cho and fight director Steve
Rankin. Christopher R. Walker’s
Act I-ending Florentine folk song is
a great contribution, as is his pseu-
do-operatic music a la Puccini.

As Lord Lafew of the French
court, recently named associate
artist Charles Janasz has splendid
comedic repartee” with Turk's
pompous soldier, and Eric Hoff-
mann, who portrays Falstaff in
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” on
alternate evenings this summer, is
extremely funny as the countess’
randy servant, Lavatch. One of the
production’s greatest assets is
associate artist James R. Winker
as the King of France.

Others familiar from past festival
seasons, such as Celeste Ciulla and
Katie MacNichol, get to flower in
Florence, where the countess’
petulant, unwilling and unready

son, Bertram (Graham Hamilton),
flees in protest of his arranged
marriage to Helena (rich-voiced
MFA student Kimberly Parker
Green), telling his bride that he will
not be husband to her until she
wears the ring that's on his finger
and is pregnant with his child.

Helena is nothing if not
resourceful, in the end fulfilling
Bertram’s requirements and earn-
ing his admiration and love,
though an earlier Tresnjak inter-
vention softens Bertram’s cruel
departure. Sadly, the weakest link
in this otherwise remarkable com-
pany is Green, who will perhaps
grow in depth as the summer
wears on.

“All's Well That Ends Well” plays
at 8 p.m. through Sept. 28, in rotat-
ing repertory with Shakespeare's
great tragedy, “Romeo and Juliet,”
and his sparkling “Merry Wives”
at the Old Globe’s outdoor Lowell
Davies Festival Theatre, Balboa
Park. For tickets and a complete
repertory schedule, visit www.the
oldglobe.org or phone 23-GLOBE.

Credit: COURTESY PHOTO
The King of France (Globe associate artist James R. Winker, left) and Helena
(Kimberly Parker Greene) size each other up in The Old Globe Theatre's summer
Shakespeare festival production of “All's Well That Ends Well;’ running through
Sept. 28 at The Globe's Lowell Davies Festival Theatre.
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The Old Globe’s Shakespeare
Festival got off to a fine start with
Festival Director Darko Tresnjak’s
staging of “All’s Well That Ends
Well.” :

The romantic comedy is some-
thing of a fairy tale, but it features a
few strong women (especially
Helena, daughter of a revered doctor
and “gentlewoman” to the
Countess). “All's Well...” is funny,
but as George Bernard Shaw
observed, it anticipates Ibsen, so the
humor has a rough edge. Happily,
under Tresnjak’s witty and savvy
direction, it’s hard not to fall under
its spell.

Helena (played by Kimberly
Parker Green) has her heart set on
marrying Bertrtam. Unfortunately,
there’s little chance of a nobleman
like Bertram marrying a commoner
(even if she is brilliant and beauti-
ful). Anyway, Helena grew up in the
same household as Bertram, and he
never considered her as a possible
wife.

Green came through the Old
Globe’s Professional Actor Training
Program with USD, and despite her
dainty look, she conjures up the
feisty feminist spirit required of
Helena. You'll be able to see her in
different gnises, when you check out
the ather two Shakespeare produc-
tions on the boards this summer.

Helena’s famous father is dead by
the time the play opens, but he left
his only daughter a book with all his
remedies. When the king falls ill
with a deadly disease, Helena is the
only one that can pull off a miracle
cure (the king's physicians have
given up on saving their sovereign).
Helena puts her own life on the line
to save the dying king. However,
she insists that if he returns to
health, he must grant her the hus-
band of her choice — which, of
course, is young Bertram.

Alas, no order from the king can
force Bertram to fall in love with her
—and therein lies the rub. In the end,
Helena's own tenacity, brains and
pluck enable her to bring about the
inevitable happy ending.

Photo by Cralg Schwartz
Bruce Turk as "Parglles” and Globe Associate Artist Charles Janasz as “Lord Lafew” in The Old Globe's
Summer Shakespeare Festival production of “All's Well That Ends Well.”

Most of the fun in “All's Well...”
comes in Act 2, when the action
moves to Florence (where Helena
catches up to Bertram and hatches a
scheme to snare her man). Bertram
(Graham Hamilton) has the good
looks to convince us why Helena
fell so head over heels for him, and
he handles the role with ease. We'll
see Hamilton take on a much more
challenging role as Romeo in
Shakespeare's masterpiece, “Romeo
and Juliet.”

There are wonderful character
parts in this play. Among the most
hilarious is the foppish Parolles (one
of Bertram’s followers). Bruce Turk
— a very familiar face to Old Globe
Festival-goers — plucks every bit of
humor from his lines, and uses his
expressive body like a dancer to add
to the merriment.

Another laughable character in
this comedy is portly Eric Hoffmann
— who wields his bulk as servant to
the Countess in this play. Hoffmann
is funny even before he opens his
mouth. Tmagine what a treat we
have in store for us when the veter-

an actor takes on the iconic role of
Falstaff in “The Merry Wives of
Windsor.”

Kandis Chappell (an associate
artist with the Old Globe, and a
long-time favorite with San Diego
audiences) plays the Countess —
another strong female character in
“All’'s Well...” Chappell has a com-

di which compl
ly suits the part. Actually, she
makes every role her own from the
moment she steps on stage. Expect
no less from Chappell when she
shows up as Lady Capulet in
“Romeo and Juliet.”

Sloan Grenz chews up the scenery
as the Italian soldier, Jamées ‘Winker
(another associate artist, and a facul-
ty member of the UCSD
Department of Theater and Dance)
makes a marvelous King, Associate
Artist Charles Janasz does his usual

good work as Lord Lafew, and Vivia
Font is vivacious and amusing as
Diana (Helena's sassy foil).

There are many other accom-
plished actors in this well-balanced
cast including  Jonathan
McMurtry, who has appeared in
about 200 productions for the Old
Globe. The costumes (by Linda
Cho) are very good, the set (by
Ralph Funicello) serves the produc-
tion well and York Kennedy’s light-
ing design is stunning.

“All's Well That Ends Well” will
continue at the Old Globe's outdoor
Festival Stage (in nightly rotation
with “Romeo and Juliet” and “The
Merry Wives of Windsor”) through-
out the summer. And what could be
more delightful than to enjoy the
alfresco beauty of Balboa Park
while you savor a first-rate produc-
tion of a Shakespeare play?
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‘All's Well’ is more than meets the eye

Bv GHARLENE BALDRID&E | Downtown Niws

Here’s a rare commodity fes-
tooned in smashing style and put

.before ravished eyes upon the

Lowell Davies Festival Theatre in
Balboa Park.

What a grand idea for the Old
Globe Shakespeare Festival to
invite the return of several associ-
ate artisis and put them in compa-
ny with the last few seasons’ best,
thus imbuing the 2008 festival with
a welcome luster and depth.

Perhaps there is no better setting
for associate artist Kandis Chap-
pell than this difficult play, in which
she portrays the widowed Count-
ess of Rossillion. Sirength has
always been Chappell’s long suit,
and in this important role she
delivers authority, maturity and
passion, making pale Hollywood
actors’ recent screen portrayals of
regal women. Associate artist
Jonathan McMurtry provides
understated comfort in every word
and motion as Reynaldo, the noble-
woman’s steward.

Director Darko Tresnjak, who is
also Festival and Old Globe artistic
director, surrounds Chappell and
McMurtry with quality. There are
numerous body language sub-
tleties that indicate subplots of
their own, had Shakespeare
explored them. There are other
less subtle visual aspects that por-
tend hysteria over the artistic glo-
ries of Florence, notably represent-
ed by Michelangelo’s “David.”

In Tresnjak’s hands, Shake-
speare’s exploration of vainglori-
ous tin soldiering is absolutely deli-
cious, especially as embodied by
Bruce Turk in the characier of
Parolles, dressed in feathered
headgear and searching for his lost

drum. The director and young,
well-spoken ltalian soldiers, played
by USD/Old Globe MFA students
Anthony von Halle, Sloan Grenz
and John Keabler, are further
boosted by costume designer Linda
Cho and fight director Steve
Rankin. Christopher R. Walker’s
Act I-ending Florentine folk song is
a great contribution, as is his pseu-
do-operatic music a la Puceini.

As Lord Lafew of the French
court, recently named associate
artist Charles Janasz has splendid
comedic repartee with Turk’s
pompous soldier, and Eric Hoff-
mann, who portrays Falstaff in
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” on
alternate evenings this summer, is
extremely funny as the couniess’
randy servant, Lavaich. One of the
production’s greatest asse<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>